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In  preparing  these  letters  for  publicatioD,  the 
fiuthor  has  thought  proper  to  illustrate  some  of 
the  facts  contained  in  them  by  observations  de- 
rived  from  other  sourcea,  or  made  subsequent  to   . 
tlior  dale.     These  additions  the  writer  has  pre-  :| 
ferred  to  place  in  an  Appendix,  rather  than  em-  ' 
body  them  with  the  original  matter,  as  he  feared 
that  whatever  attraction  hia  sketches  of  scenery   I 
and  manners  might  possess  would  evaporate  upon 
throning  them  into  a  different  form,  and   their 
chief  merit  as  first  and  faithful  impressions  would 
be  lost.     The  eloquent  writings  of  Mr.  Flint,  the 
graphic  sketches  of  Judge  Hall,  and  the  valuable 
scientific  researches  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  Professor   ' 
Keatifl)^,   and    the  lamented   Say,    have  already 
made  the  regions  described  in   these   pages  well  | 
known  to  the  public;  but  there  is  an  ever  saliant  \ 


freshness  in  the  theme  of  "  The  Far  West,"  whU-li 
prevents  its  becoming  trite  or  tiresome;  and  as 
the  author  believes  hiniseif  to  be  the  6r5t  tourist 
who  has  taken  a  winter  view  of  scenes  upon  the 
Indian  frontier,  he  trusts  that  this  circumstance 
will  impart  some  degree  of  novelty  to  his  descrip- 
tions in  that  quarter,  while  the  romantic  beauty  of 
the  region  described  nearer  home  will  bear  its  own 
recommendation  with  it. 
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1,  Ocl.  17,  1833- 


furniehcd  an  incident 


T  journey  r 
worthy  of  Udng  entered  into  the  diary  of  the  roost 
uoambilious  tuumt.  Still  I  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity of  fulfilling  the  promise  given,  when  start- 
ing on  the  wide  excursion  I  meditate,  of  writing 
to  my  friendi  from  the  different  stages  of  the 
route,  and  describing  its  features  with  sufficient 
minuteness  for  those  who  take  an  interest  in  my 
letters  (o  accompany  their  writer  in  hi»  wanderings. 
With  which  of  my  friends — with  whom  breathing, 

my  dearest ,  can  I  better  commence  my  little 

itarralive,  than  with  one  who  will  only  regard  its 
details  with  the  eye  of  affection — unmindful  alike 
of  tlieir  want  of  intrinsic  interest,  and  the  unat- 


ODE   ROUTE. 


tractive  form  in  which  they  may  be  conveyc-d,  so 
they  be  but  a  faithful  record  of  my  wayfaring  ? 

Our  route  hither  from  New-BruDswick  (or 
Rougemo)it,  as  some  one  proposes  caJhng  it,  from 
the  colour  of  the  soil,)  was  as  uninviting  as  a  rainy, 
disagreeable  day,  bad  roads,  and  a  country  neither 
fertile  nor  picturesque,  could  make  it.  Occasion- 
ally, indeed,  glimpses  of  the  Roritan  gave  anima- 
tion to  the  scene,  as,  sparkling  restlessly  between 
its  cold  brown  banks,  it  rushes  like  ati  ill-matched 
bride  from  their  dreary  embrace  to  sully  its  pure 
waters  in  the  marsh  through  which  it  passes  to  the 
sea.  These  ghmpses,  however,  are  but  transient; 
and  for  the  remainder  of  the  drive  but  few  natural 
objects  presented  thetuBclves  to  induce  one  to  dis- 
pute that  quaint  Indian  tradition  which  avers,  that 
when  the  Manitou  had  finished  making  the  rest  of 
this  m'ghty  continent,  he  slapped  from  his  fingers 
(he  mud  and  gravel  which  form  this  part  of  New- 
Jcrscy. 

We  reached  a  straggling  village,  called  Jackson- 
ville, about  nightfall,  at  a  low-roofed  unprel ending- 
looking  stone  inn,  where  we  had  a  capital  supper^ 
of  which  buckwheut-cokes,  nut  quite  so  large  as  a 
New-York  grass-plat,  formed  no  mean  ingredient 
— and  slept  in  sheets  of  snow.  To  this  auspicious 
characteristic  their  properties  in   other    respects 


BEAOTIFOL  COUNTRY. 


^HKik  a  Fesemblancp,  as  I  afterward  discovered, 
^^which  might  readily  be  dispensed  with.  I  awoke 
St  dawn,  with  rheumatic  pains  in  every  part  of  tny 
bones,  and  found,  what  had  escaped  me  the  night 
before,  that  every  particle  of  the  covering  of  my 
bed  was  as  wet  as  if  it  had  been  transferred  at 
once  from  the  hands  of  the  laundress,  without 
undergoing  the  dilatory  process  of  drying.  I 
was  glad  to  get  at  once  into  the  saddle;  and 
mounting  one  of  the  led  horses,  it  took  a  warm 
trot  of  a  dozen  miles  to  relax  my  aching  muscles, 
and  make  me  anlicipate  my  breakfast  with  any- 
thing like  satisfnction. 

Tlie  morning,  though  cloudy,  broke  beautifully. 
The  country,  as  we  approached  the  borders  of 
Pennsylvania,  increased  in  interest.  Richly-wooded 
liills,  with  here  and  there  a  fertile  slope  evincing  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  ehone  out  beneath  the 
lilful  sky.  Farm-houses,  built  of  grey  stone,  and 
Jitanding  sometimes  in  a  clump  of  sycamores  aloof 
from  the  road,  had  an  air  of  quiet  comfort.  The 
itreams  from  the  uplands  were  more  frequent,  and 
their  currents  flowed  wTlh  heightened  animation. 
The  roads  indeed  were  worse  than  indifferent ; 
but  that,  though  a  sudden  rain  soon  set  in,  did  not 
prevent  our  enjoying  the  clouded  but  slill  beautiful 
g  landscape. 


THE    GREAT   DAM. 


We  crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Delaware  to 
Easton  at  about  two  o'clock,  am)  put  up  at  an 
excellent  inn.  Having  ordered  dinner,  we  sirulled 
out  to  see  the  lions  of  the  place-  The  roar  of  a 
waterfall  was  ihe  lir^t  thing  which  attracted  my 
notice,  and,  following  the  sound,  I  soon  found  my- 
self near  llie  great  dam  over  the  Lehigh,  where, 
at  its  junction  with  the  Delaware,  back-water  is 
created  for  the  sake  of  supplying  the  Lehigh  Ca- 
nal. The  pond  thus  formed,  with  its  abrupt 
banks,  and  frowning  limestone  cliff's  wooded  to 
the  top,  might  almost  pass  for  a  small  natural 
lake.  It  is  filled  with  small  craft,— the  Inbbtrly- 
looking  nrk,  and  sharp  clean-built  Durham  boat, 
lying  moored  by  the  shore,  with  numerous  light 
skiffs  drawP  up  near  them.  I  easily  procured  one 
of  the  latter,  and  shooting  uuder  the  chain-bridge 
which  crosses  the  Tjehigb,  the  wind  and  current 
rarrii^  me  in  a  moment  past  ^tone  wharfs  heaped 
with  anthracite  coal  to  the  brink  of  tlie  dam.  The 
tuddeu  slope  of  the  water  here  had  an  awkward 
look  about  it,  whicli  reminded  me  vividly  of  ■ 
]i«'p  I  once  took  from  a  row. boat  into  "  the  Pot," 
at  Hell-gate,  when  its  screwing  eddies  carried  the 
eye  with  a  strange  fascinatiou  deep  into  the  boiliug 
caldron.    Bending  heartily  to  my  oars,  I  was  glad 
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9  leave  the  glassy  brim  tliat  sloped  so  smoothly  to 
ntruction. 
'he  operations  of  a  keel-buat  working  up  against 
e  rapid  cucrent  of  the  Delaware  next  caught  my 
I.     She  had  four  men  to  manage  her — ihc 
Highest,  hardiest-looking  set  of  fellows  I  eversau. 
Mid-shouldcred  and  brawny,  with  completions 
e  copper,  and  having  no  covering  to  their  heads 
;  coarse   curly  hair,   matted   so  thick  that   it 
K>ked  as  if  the  stroke  of  a  sabre  might  almost  be 
1  by  it-     The  strength  and  agility  of  these 
s  is  very  striking,  as  they  stride  along  the 
[Untrale  with    their  long  poles,  and   twist  theni- 
d»e9  into  all  sorts  of  positions  while  urging  their 
Doilling  craft  against  the  foamiug  current.    After 
ney  bad  gained  and  passed  the  lock,  and  floated 
I  the  basin  where  my  boat  was  lying,  1  could 
t  help  rowing  near  theirs  to  examine  their  iron 
norc  narrowly.     Such  a  collection  of  bold, 
Bckless,  impudent  faces  I  bad  never  before  seen  ; 
I  my  surmises  in  physiognomy  were  fully  con- 
ed  by  a  volley  of  billingsgate  which  one  of 
1  let  fly  at  me.     It  being  perfectly  in  charac- 
iT,  I  was  of  course  much  amused  at  it,  and  by 
mtly  lying  on  my  oars  and  looking  at  him,  in- 
msed  my  amiable  acquaintance  to  a  degree  that 
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was  irre^sttbly  ludicrous.  1  waited  till  tie  wu 
exhausted  ;  and  when  he  wound  up  by  "  d — ing 
my  spectacles,"  I  reflected  with  Dr.  Franklin,  that 
it  was  not  the  first  lime  they  had  saved  my  eyea; 
and  mentally  consigning  the  fellow  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  Hall  and  TroUope,  pulled  for  the  berth 
of  my  little  shallop,  and  soon  after  regained  my 
quarters. 

The  situation  of  this  village  is  eiDinently  happy 
— almost  picturesque,  and  the  country  around  it 
delightful. 

The  cliief  buildings  are  the  County  Court-hotue, 
situated  in  a  fine  square  in  the  centre  of  the  place, 
and  the  Lafayette  College,  which,  from  a  com- 
manding position  over  the  Bushkill,  faces  one  of 
the  priudpal  streets.  The  latter  is  a  Manual  la- 
Imur  imlitution  (a  term  I  need  hardly  explain  to 
you),  recently  incorporated,  and  likely  to  flourish 
under  the  energetic  superintendence  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Junkin,  its  able  principal.  Kastou  is  cele- 
brated for  the  rich  mlneralogical  specimens  found 
in  its  vicinity.  The  salubrity  of  the  place,  as  I 
am  informed  by  an  eminent  physician,  is  remark- 
able; and  one  can  readily  believe  in  its  esempLion 
from  most  of  the  fevers  of  the  country,  from  the 
fact  of  there  being  no  wood  cock- ground  within 
five  miles  of  the  Court-house.    The  site  was  chosen 
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and  llie  towo-plAt  laid  out  by  Penn.  The  de-l 
Kendants  of  the  great  colonizer  are  still  said  to 
own  property  in  Kaston  ;  while  the  peaceful  meni. 
ber»  of  hia  brotherhood,  in  our  day,  bless  Jus 
memor>'  when  turning  up  the  jasper  arrow-head 
within  the  precincts  of  the  village,  and  thank 
Hearen  fur  the  teacher  whose  gentle  counaels  with- 
drew for  ever  from  this  lovely  valley  the  red 
archers  (hat  shot  tliem. 

Eagerly  as  I  am  now  treading  on  the  steps  of 
that-  fated  raee  to  their  fleeting  home  in  the  far 
wettj  with  what  emotions  of  pleasure  shall  I  not 
-count  every  returning  mile  that  wil)  bring  me 
r  you  ! 


t 
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LETTER  11. 

Hodrocksville,  Pa,Oci.  19  ' 
The  last  red  hues  of  sunset  were  just  dying  over 
(he  western  estremiiy  of  the  road  we  had  long 
been  following,  when  a  herd  of  cattle,  under  the 
guidance  of  a  woolly-headod  urchin,  collecting  in- 
doluitly  around  an  extensive  farm-yard,  reminded 
us  alike  tliat  it  was  time  to  seek  shelter,  and  that 
one  was  at  hand.  .  A  few  paces  farther  brought  us 
to  the  door  of  a  large  stone  building,  displaying, 
with  the  usual  ini>ignia  of  an  inn,  an  unwont<Hl 
neatness  in  all  its  out-door  arrangements:  un- 
harnessing our  fuur-fooled  fcllow-trBvellers,  we 
proceeded,  in  npite  of  the  threatening  outcry  of 
a  huge  ban-dog  chained  at  its  entrance,  to  bestow 
them  comfortably  in  a  stable  near  at  hand.  A 
Canadian  pony,  with  n  couple  of  goats,  the  com- 
paidunable  occupants,  seemed  hardly  to  notice  the 
iotniiiun  ;  and  leaving  un  active  mulatto  ostler  to 
reconcile  any  difficulties  which  might  arise  be- 
cweeo  our  pampered  steeds  and  a  sorry -looking 
jade  which  just  then  entered  (o  claim  a  sliai 
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tbr  comfortB  at  hand,  we  soon  onscooced  ourselves 
before  a  crackling  wood-fire  in  the  comfortablu 
apartment  where  I  am  now  writing. 

Every  mile  of  our  route  to-day  has  given  aome 
new  occasion   to   admire  the   Bcale   upon   which 
fivming  is  conducted  in  Penn.«ylvania.    The  fences, 
indeed,  are  not  remarkahle  for  the  order  in  which 
ihcy  mre  kept ;   but   while  the  enclosures  them- 
■llvca  are  tilled  with  a  nicety  which  preserves  the 
lost  verge  of  a  field  from  shooting   up  into 
^Vieds  or  brushwood,  the  bams  into  whieh  their 
'e&ti  are  gathered  are  so  spaciously  and  solidly 
t,  that  they  want  only  architectural  design  to 
'aJ  in  appearance  the  most  ambitious  private 
-     Stone  is  almost  the  only  material  used 
in  building ;   and  the  massive  profusion  in 
lich  nnt  only  the  barns,  but   the  smallest  out- 
upon  the  premises  of  these  sturdy  hut- 
idmcn,   are  piled   upon    their  fertile  acres,  is 
such  as  would  astimish  and  delight  the  agricul- 
turist accustomed  only  to  the  few  and  frail  struc- 
with  which  the  farmers  of  moat  other  nec- 
of  mir   country   content   themselves-     The 
ibiishment  of  our  host  is  admirably  supplied 
with  (bene  lordly  appurtenances  in  which  a  true 
liUer  of  the  soil  may  so  justly  sliow  his   pride. 
The  hugf  cathedral-looking  edifice  which  tower* 
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above  his  farm-yard  would  make  sa  proud  a 
temple  he  could  be  vdl  reared  to  Ceres,  even  by 
Triptolemiis  himself. 

The  most  picturesque  country  we  have  yet  seen 
is  that  immediately  around  Easton.  Indeed,  the 
first  view  that  opened  upon  us  when  gaining  the 
hrow  of  a  woodetl  hill,  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
town,  was  so  fine  as  to  make  us  forget  the  regret 
with  which  wc  had  a  few  moments  before  bid 
adieu  to  our  prince  of  landlords  aitd  his  bloonring 
daughters. 

The  Lehigh,  for  about  half  a  mile  in  extent, 
lay  in  the  form  of  a  crescent  beneath  us— a  woo<l- 
ed  ravine  striking  down  to  either  horn,  and  un- 
dulating fields,  some  ruddy  with  buckwheat  stub- 
hie,  and  some  green  from  the  newly- sprouting 
wheat,  filled  up  the  curves.  A  grey-stone  barn 
stood  here  and  there  on  an  eminence  against  the 
bright  morning  sky ;  while,  sheltered  below  on  the 
alluvial  fiats  formed  by  the  river,  a  white-walled 
cottage  might  be  seen  reposing  by  its  cheerful 
current.  The  Lehigh  Canal,  winding  through 
the  valley,  side  by  side  with  the  river,  like  a 
younger  sister  bent  on  the  same  errand,  added 
not  a  little,  when  viewed  at  such  a  distance, 
to  the  beauties  of  the  scene. 

We  took  our  breakfast  nt  Bethlehem,  and  avail- 
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ing  mysdf  of  aa  liour's  delay  while  itie  liorBei  I 
wen  feeding,  I  left  my  friend   puzzliug  biuis^f  I 
over  a  German  newspaper,  and  strolled  off  to  look  ' 
at  the  village.     It  is  a  place  of  considerable  in- 
terest. Dot  less  on  account  of  its  ancient  and  pecu- 
liar appearance   than   the   Moravian   institutions 
which  have  rendered  it  so  celebrated.     I  was  for- 
tunate enough  lo  meet  with  Mr.  Seidel,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  female  seminary,  who,  upon  my  ask- 
ing him  some  trivial  question  about  that  excel- 
lent establish  men  I,  offere<i  in  the  most  polite  man- 
ner,  though  I  waa  wholly  unknown  to  him, 
■bow  me  through  the   building.     It   is   a  plain  J 
■tone  structure,  of  some  eighty  feet  in  length, 
subdivided  internally  into  lecture- rooms  and  dor* 
milories,  like  some  of  our  colleges ;  one  range  of 
■mall  apartments  being  used  entirely  as  wiiiJiiiig 
rooms  by  the  pupils,  and  having  all  the  necessary- 
furniture  for  that  purpose  neatly  arranged  about 
each.     These,  like  every  other  part  of  the  esta- 
blishment,   have    their    peculiar    superintendent; 
and  standing  thus  distinctly  by  themselves,  funn 
an  essential  feature  in  the  economy  of  the  insti- 
tution,  and,  with   the  extensive  play-grounds  in  , 
ibe  rear  of  the  building,  evince  the  attention  which  | 
is  paid  to  the  health  and  jiersonal  habits,  as  well  8 
thetntelleetual  improvement,  of  its  inmates.     I  wa 
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shown  iaio  the  school- Tootns  of  the  several  C 
and  had  ample  opportunity,  as  the  ruddy  bright^ 
eyed  occupauts  rose  to  receive  my  conductor,  to 
observe  the  happy  effect  of  the  life  they  led  upon 
their  personal  appearance-  A  fresher,  fairer  as- 
semblage of  youthful  beauty  has  rarely  greeted 
my  eyes.  Several  of  the  apartments  were  fur- 
nished vith  pianos,  and  my  curious  entrance  into 
these  sn>iUng  domains  startled  more  than  one 
youug  musician  from  her  nioniing*s  practising,  f 
was,  as  you  may  suppose,  a  little,  a  very  little, 
confused  at  being  thus  exposed  to  the  full  broad- 
aide  gaze  uf  a  hundred  ''  boarding-school  misses." 
This,  though,  however  it  might  forbid  my  ex- 
amining llieir  features  in  detail,  did  not  prevent 
me  from  observing  that  their  general  expression 
was  hoppy  and  natural — two  sources  of  attraction 
not  so  very  common  in  the  sex  hut  that  (hey  will 
still  fttiike  one  even  when  displayed,  as  was  the 
case  in  this  instance,  in  mere  children. 

1  subsequently  visited  (he  burial-ground  uf  ibe 
place,  which  I  contemplated  with  no  slight  inte- 
rest. The  disposal  of  the  dead  is  as  true  a  test 
of  civibmtion  in  a  vummunity  as  the  social  n-- 
Ulions  of  the  living.  The  laste  which  embellishes 
life  passes  with  the  arts  attendant  upon  it  from 
one  nation  to  another,  like  a  merchantable  c 
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Iflity  ;  but  the  sendment  Ibat  would  veil  the  drea- 

15  of  the  grave,  and  throw  a  charm  even  around 

sepulchre;    that  would  hide  the  forbidding 

iKturei  of  that  formal  mound,  and  shelter  the 

dies  beneath  it  from  contumely;  this  is  a  charac- 

r  teristic  springing  from  some  peculiar  lone  of  na> 

tional  feeling,  and  radically  distinctive  of  the  com- 

nunity  that  possesses  it.     The  philosopher,  it  is 

'  true,  may  sneer  at  our  care  of  this  Ixxlily  machine 

Vhen  the  principle  that  gave  it  motion  has  ceased 

■to  actuate  it :  but  how  stolid  is  he  who  can  look 

Bupon  the  ruin  of  a  noble  edifice,  even  though  made 

LTtrievably  desolate,  with  apathy  ;  or  who  would 

t  fence  up  from  intrusive  dilapidation  halls  hal- 

wed,  whether  by  the  rccolleclion  of  our  own  per- 

nal  enjoyments  oV  the  memory  uf  the  great  and 

i  of  other  times.     It  is  one  and  the  same  feal- 

^  which  arrests  our  steps  beneath  a  mouldering 

,  and  which  induces  a  pilgrimage  to  the 

nb  of  a  departed  poet ;   which  kindles  our  in- 

ination  against  theplundererof  the  Parthenon — 

that  *'  titled  pilferer  of  what  Time  and  Turks  had 

(pared ;  and  which  makes  it  ready  to  consume  the 

I  wretches  who  tore  t)ie  bones  of  Milton  from  his 

Hfrpulchre. 

The  Bethlehem  burial-ground  stands  aloof  from 
■  Die   bustling  part   uf    the   village,    near    a    noble 
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church,  which  still  faces  on  one  of  tlie  principul 
streets.  The  approach  from  the  church,  vhic]i 
has  grounds  of  its  own,  in  the  form  uf  no  orna- 
mented terrace  around  it,  is  through  a  narrow 
green  lane.  At  the  entrance  of  this,  shaded  by  a 
clump  of  willows,  stands  a  small  stone  building, 
colled,  I  belicve,H'rom  the  purposes  to  which  it  t)^ 
applied,  "  The  Dead  House."  Here  the  bodies  of 
the  dead  are  deposited  for  many  hours  previous  to 
interment.  The  head  is  left  uncovered  ;  and  life,  if 
by  any  possibility  it  be  yet  remaining,  has  a  chance 
of  renewing  its  energies  before  the  tomb  closes  for 
ever  over  its  victim.  I  looked  through  the  grated 
windows,  but  saw  nothing  except  an  empty  bier  in 
the  centre,  and  several  shells  adapted  to  colfins  of 
different  sizes  leaning  against  the  wall.  With  the 
usual  perversity  of  human  nature,  I  half  regretted 
that  the  solemn  chamber  wns  at  the  moment  un- 
tenanted, and  passed  on  to  the  place  of  which  it  is 
the  threshold. 

There  my  eye  was  met  by  the  same  neat  ap- 
pearances and  severe  taste  which  seem  to  prevail 
tliroughout  the  economy  of  the  Moravians.  The 
graves,  arranged  in  rows,  with  an  avenue  through 
the  centre  dividing  tlie  moles  from  the  females, 
KTe  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  square,  flattened  on 
the  top,  with  a  small   blab  re[)osing  in  the  i 
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On  this  are  cut  simply  the  Dame  of  the  deceased, 
uttd  the  dales  of  his  birUi  and  death ;  a.  meagre 
mentorial,  but  enough:  and  I  could  not  help — 
afier  decipherinf^  a  number  of  these  moss-covered 
stones,  upon  nhich  the  dews  of  more  than  a  cen- 
tury had  wept — turning  with  distaste  from  a  few 
flaring  marble  slabs  at  the  farther  end  of  the  yard, 
upon  which  the  virtues  of  those  beneath  were  em- 
[  Wazoned  in  the  most  approved  modern  forms. 
1  left  the  spot,  thinking  it  a  pity  that  a  greater 
mWr  of  trees  did  not,  by  shading  the  grounds, 
plele  Ihcir  beauty ;  and  felt  willing  that  the 
■ung  locusts  which  skirt  them  round  should  have 
•  to  fling  their  branches  farther  towards   the 
mtre,  Ijefore  I  should  have  occasion  to  claim  the 
kbospitality  of  the  place. 

Need  I  say  how  truly,  until  then,  1  am 

Yours. 


HARRISBUROH. 


LETTER  III. 


Hirrisburgh,  Pi.,  Ucl.  9t. 
'  I  WBiTE  to  you  from  the  banks  of  (he  Siisque- 
hannab.  A  dull  steadj  rain  prevails  out  of  doors ; 
and  after  wading  through  the  uiud  aboul  the  pur- 
lieus of  this  place  for  an  hour,  1  am  glad  to  be 
housed  at  last  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  I  see  the 
capital  of  PennsylvanU  under  every  disadvantage) 
but  still  am  pleoaed  with  it.  Although  a  city  in 
miniature  (and  this  contains  only  four  or  fiTe 
thousand  inhabitants)  is  gcnerollv  odious  to  one 
who  has  resided  in  a  iiietrupoliR — reminding  him 
|>erhapH  of  Uoo&e  Gibbie  in  jack-boolB,  at  ih« 
Review  of  Tillietudlem—  there  is  much  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  Harriiburgh  to  reconcile  the  most 
captious  to  its  assum[>tion  of  civic  honours.  The 
manner  in  which  the  place  is  laid  out  and  built, 
ibv  RubstantiBl  improvi'ments  going  forward  and 
the  degree  of  wealth  and  enterprise  mRuifcstcd  in 
those  already  mode,  and,  above  all,  its  beautiful 
Kite,  luake  it  an  exception  to  the  geuerally  uniii* 
tero&ling  cltaracter  of  country  towns.       ..^^  j 
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The  chief  part  of  the  town  lies  on  a  piece  of 
champaign  land,  about  forty  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  Susquehannah ;  the  handsomest  street  in 
the  place,  though  occupied  chiefly  by  petty  trades- 
men and  mechanics,  verging  on  the  waters  of  that 
lovely  stream.  The  other  streets  run  at  right 
■Ogles  to,  and  parallel  with,  the  river,  which  ia 
ueftrly  straight,  except  where  it  washes  the  town 
with  a  graceful  bend  near  the  suburbs  of  either 
end.  Facing  the  Susquehannah,  at  the  upper  part 
tt  tlw  town,  and  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
thfi  river,  JG  a  sudden  elevation,  rising  into  a  level 
platform,  about  sixty  feet  above  the  surrounding 
plain.  Upon  this  eminence,  fronting  the  river 
through  a  broad  street,  stands  the  capitol  and 
•tate  buildings,  containing  the  chief  public  offices. 
The  centre  edifice,  and  one  standing  detached  on 
eilbcr  side,  are  all  ornamented  with  Grecian  )x)rti- 
ccn:  and  their  size,  their  simple  design,  and  just 
AKhilectural  proportions,  would  make  an  imposing 
diaplay?  and  impress  a  stranger  favourably  until 
be  ascertaine<i  the  paltry  material  of  which  they 
•re  bnilt.  But  I  defy  any  one,  unless  he  may 
liave  written  sonnets  to  Time  in  the  ruins  of 
Babcl,  to  have  one  respectful  association  with  a 
structure  of  trick.  Putting  the  perishable  nature 
of  the  material  entirely  out  of  the  question,  al- 


18  MASONRY. 

though  a  sufficient  objection  to  its  use  in  a  public 
building,  its  size  alone  is  fatal  to  effect  in  a  struc- 
ture of  any  pretension.  For  it  is  massivenes&  in 
the  details,  as  well  as  in  combination,  which  de- 
lights the  beholder  in  architectural  forms;  and 
the  pyramids  of  Egypt  themselves,  if  reared  of 
boyish  marbles,  though  they  might  be  so  inge- 
niously put  together  as  to  awaken  curiosity,  could 
never  inspire  awe.  The  disciple  of  Alalthus  per- 
haps might  busy  himself  in  calculating  how  many 
urchins  it  took — supposing  every  one  in  the  do- 
minions of  Cheops  to  have  contributed  his  mite  to 
complete  the  fabric — but  where  would  have  been 
all  those  ingenious  surmises  with  which  antiqua- 
rians, since  the  days  of  old  Herodotus — and  who 
knows  how  many  centuries  before — have  puzilcd 
the  brains  of  their  readers?  Where  would  be 
that  reverence  with  which  mnnkind  in  every 
ktiowD  age  have  regarded  these  monuments  of  the 
power  of  their  race  in  the  early  vigour  of  its 
crpalion?  WHiere  would  be  the  awe  with  which 
we  now  rcganl  these  urtificial  mountains  that  rear 
their  stupendous  forms  in  proportions  that  mock 
at  modern  art  ;  and,  rivalling  in  their  henped-up 
rocky  masses  the  masonry  of  Nature  herself,  &peak 
of  the  labours  of  a  race  for  whom  the  mastodon 
of  our  own  continent  would  have  been  a  lilting 
beast  of  burden .'' 
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Wlist  a  singular  perversioD  of  laste  is  that  exist- 
ing in  the  towns  and  villages  through  which  I  am 
passing,  which  induces  the  Inhabitants  to  make 
their  bams  and  cowsheds  of  solid  stone,  and  their 
ornamental  buildings  of  brick  and  stucco.  I 
sometinies  see  Gothic  churches  of  the  first,  and 
Grecian  fronta  of  the  last ;  and  these  not  unfr^ 
quently  planted  in  the  midst  of  a  cluster  of  grey 
mandotis,  whose  towering  gables,  huge  stone  but- 
tresses, and  deep-cut  narrow  windows,  make  the 
former  show  like  some  pert  poplar  thrusting  his 
dandy  figure  among  a  clump  of  hoary  oaks.  Still 
one  cannot  but  admire  the  air  of  comfort^l  might 
almost  say  of  opulence — which  prevails  through- 
out the  country  I  am  traversing.  This,  in  the 
village  of  Reading,  through  which  we  passed  yes- 
terday,  is  particularly  the  case.  It  has  a  popu- 
lation of  about  seven  thousand  inhabitants;  and 
'  the  numerous  coaches  filled  with  passengers  which 
I  daily  through  it,  the  waggons  loaded  with 
produce  that  throng  the  streets  of  the  place,  and 

-  the  rich  display  of  goud^  and  fancy  articles  in 
i-  th«  sliops,  give  Reading  a  most  flourishing  ap- 
ppearance.     It  is  prettily  situated  on  the  Schuyl- 

-  ktU,  with  a  range  of  high  rocky  hills  in  the  rear; 
but  its  position  wants  the  picturesque  beauty  of 
Harrisburgh.      Here    the    Susquehannah    is,    I 
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should  think,  full  half  a  mile  wide.  It  is  studded 
with  wcKxIed  islets,  and  flows  between  hanks 
which,  though  not  v<>ry  bold  in  themselves,  yet 
rise  with  sufficient  dignity  from  the  margin,  and 
blend  with  the  undulating  country,  until  the 
arable  slopes  nnd  sunny  orchards  are  bounded  by 
a  distant  range  of  mountains. 

The  prospect  from  the  capitol  is,  I  am  told,  un- 
commonly fine;  but  the  thick  mist  wliieli  limited 
my  view  to  a  very  narrow  compass  while  walking 
along  the  banks  of  the  river  an  hour  since,  hsB 
hitherto  prevented  me  from  trying  the  view.  I 
shall  visit  the  spot  from  which  it  is  lo  be  had  in 
the  morning. 

Yesterday  I  had,  for  the  first  time,  the  grati- 
fication of  hearing  a  sermon  pronounced  in  (ler- 
man— the  common  language  of  this  ]»ort  of  the 
country.  I  walked  some  distance  through  a.  jielt- 
ing  shower  to  the  church  in  WomeUdorf;  and, 
though  the  preacher  was  prevented  from  sudden 
indixpohition  from  giving  more  than  the  exordium 
of  his  discourse,  1  was  sufficiently  delighted  with 
his  clear,  mellow  enunciation,  and  the  noble  sound 
and  volume  of  the  langunge,  which  he  spoke  in  all 
its  purity,  to  regret  most  deeply  an  often- deferred 
resolution  of  mastering  that  manly  tongue.  One 
must  think  more  strongly  in  such  a  muscular  I 
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gtuge.  1  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  admire 
the  expressiveness  of  (he  Gcnnaa  in  poetry,  when 
Goethe  or  Schiller  were  quoted  by  others ;  but  I 
had  not  till  now  a  conception  of  the  cfTt^t  in  ora- 
tory of  that  language  which  gave  energy  to  the 
torrent  of  Luther's  denunciations,  and  richnees  to 
the  flow  of  Melaucthon's  eloquence.  I  listened, 
it  is  true,  not  understandingly,  but  like  one  who 
admires  the  compaiis  of  an  instrument,  though 
jj^iorant  of  the  air  that  is  produced  from  it.  I 
^nceived,  however,  that  I  could  follow  the 
preacher  in  his  preliminary  address;  and,  indeed, 
Jhe  tone  of  fervid  feeling  and  unaffected  soleui- 
eiiy  in  which  it  was  made,  would  have  impressed, 
if  it  did  not  bear  along,  the  most  ignorant  lis- 
tener. The  congregation,  owing  to  the  weather, 
Tiras  but  sniall.  The  two  sexes  sat  apart  from 
Cftch  other,  and,  had  a  separate  entrance  to  the 
Ifutlding.  We  were  not  aware  of  this  at  our  en- 
ttBDce;  and,  a»  a  matter  of  good  taste,  my  friend 
took  our  seat  aniuog  the  ladies ;  when 
■ma  active  master  of  ceremonies,  probably  the 
■aextun,  insisted  upon  showing  us  to  another 
3ilace,  and  with  difficulty  induced  us  to  change 
pur  situation,  ufter  we  had  once  or  twice  declined 
1»ilh  thanks  what  we  conceived  lo  be  an  uflicioufi 
BCt  of  politeness  on  hi  a  part.     The  young  I'roun- 
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lies  appeared  to  regard  our  interchange  of  civi- 
lities with  purtii'ular  interest ;  and  I  am  half  per- 
suaded that,  had  we  not  struck  our  flag  to  the 
gentleman -usher  just  when  we  did,  the  woman- 
kind (as  Jonathan  Oldbuck  presumes  to  call  the 
suzeraines  of  the  lords  of  creation)  would  have 
risen  to  a  man  (Hibernice)  in  our  favour,  and 
insisted  upon  keeping  lis  among  them. 

I  shall  keep  open  this  letter  till  (o-morrow 
evening,  and  add  everything  I  have  to  say  on 
this  side  of  the  AUeghanies — for  the  present, 
good-night. 

October  23, — The  rain  still  continued  when  I 
left  Harrisburgh  thin  morning,  and  the  view  I 
promised  myself  from  the  capitol  was  not  to  be 
had.  My  disappointment  at  not  having  seen 
more  of  the  Susquehannah  is  not  slight,  and  the 
feeling  is  enhanced  by  a  delicious  glanct:  I  caught 
of  its  waters  in  the  sunlight,  as  the  clouds  parted 
for  a  moment,  just  as  a  turning  of  the  road  shut 
out  the  vicw'  behind  us.  I  almost  grew  melan- 
choly while  recalling  with  a  sort  of  home  feeling 
the  delight  with  which,  years  ago,  I  first  beheld 
its  sources,  to  remember  now  that  it  was  the  last 
stream  running  eastward  from  the  mountains  that 
I  should  SCO  for  a  lo!ig  time  to  come.  And  then 
those  calm,  gentle  waters,  which  flow  aa  smoothly 
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I  tbe  verse  of  him  who  has  immortalized  thcni, 
ice  seen,  are  never  to  be  forgotten  nor  passed 
pin  without  interest.  The  Susquehannah  has 
Hs  birth  in  one  of  the  loveliest  of  lakes,  and, 
Wrberever  it  wanders,  retains  the  bright  gr«eD 
urface  and  transparent  depth  of  it!i  parent  waters, 
winding  current,  unbroken  by  cascade  or 
vpide,  whether  stealing  through  the  rich  fields 
ipd  beautiful  glens  of  Otsego,  or  smiling  along 
ifie  storied  vale  of  Wyoming,  seems  to  loiter  ena- 
lourcd  of  those  lovely  regions,  as  if  reluctant  to 
ave  them  and  pass  onward  on  its  long  journey 
f  the  ocean.  Fur  grandeur  of  scenery,  indeed, 
he  Hudson  far  surpasses  it;  and  where  is  the 
Kream  that  can  match  that  lordly  river!  But 
^tere  is  a  gentle  beauty  about  the  Susquehannah 
irbicli  touches  without  striking,  and  wins  while 
tou  are  unawed.  The  one,  like  a  fair  face  lit  up 
tfiih  glorious  intellect,  commands  and  exacts  your 
nmage;  with  the  other,  as  with  features  softened 
Vitli  tenderness,  you  leave  your  heart  as  an 
iffering. 

We  are  dow  on  the  main  road  from  Philadel- 

ifaia  to  Pittsburgh,  and  as  our  stop  ping- pi  aces, 

nstead  of  being  in  those  mongrel  establishments, 

tolf  inn,  half  farm-house,  will  prnhably  he  at  the 

-coach    offices    along   the  route,   but   little 


opportunity  will  offer  for  observing  the  m&nneTS 
of  the  reflidents.  Thus  far  I  have  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  want  of  civility  of  the  people 
among  whom  I  have  passed  the  last  week :  with 
the  exception  of  the  amtiHing  little  incident  de- 
tailed in  my  first  letter,  not  a  circumstance  has 
occurred  to  qualify  this  remark.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  country  east  of  the  mountains, 
you  liBve  already  gathered  from  the  two  previous 
letters.  Latterly  we  have  travelled  so  continually 
in  the  rain  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of 
seeing  it  to  advantage.  But  the  only  change  I 
observe  in  the  face  of  the  country  is,  that,  instead 
of  being  broken  up  into  small  hills,  where  forest 
and  cultivation  are  most  happily  mingled — as 
around  Bethlehem^ the  vales  here  spread  out 
into  plains;  and  the  high  grounds  receding,  swell 
off  till  they  show  like  mountains  in  the  distance. 
I  miss,  too,  those  tine  barns  upon  which  I  have 
dwelt  with  so  much  pleasure;  nor  do  the  better 
fencing  and  spruce-looking  dwelling-houses  com- 
pensate fur  the  loss  of  the  imposing  appearance 
of  such  huge  granaries  in  an  agricultural  country. 
1  thought,  when  firs-t  observing  the  change,  and 
marking  the  herds  of  cattle  and  dri)ves  of  sheep 
that  sometimes  throng  the  roads,  that  we  had  got 
at  laat  completely  into  a  grazing  region,     itut  liw 
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not 


tdous  wheat-bread  met  with  at  the  humblest 
hiDs,  with  the  little  stock  to  be  seen  in  the  fieldf, 
>eems  to  indicate  that  such  is  not  the  cuse.  It 
Kcms  odd  in  a  country  so  thickly  settled,  where 
■pie  meets  a  hamlet  at  every  two  or  three  miles, 
Uith  scattering  houses  at  frequent  intervals  be- 
twet^n  them,  that  wild  animals  should  be  yet  abun- 
dant. But  I  was  told  at  Bethlehem,  that  it  was 
not  uncommon  to  kill  bears  upon  the  neighbour- 
hilU ;  and  a  gentleman  informed  me  this  mcrn- 
,  that  they  frequently  drove  deer  into  the  Sua- 
quehannah  within  s  few  miles  of  Harrisburgh, 
I  can  account  for  it  only  by  ihe  fine  forests  which 
are  everywhere  left  standing  isolated  in  the  midst 
cultivated  tracts,  making  bo  many  links  in  tlie 
of  woodland  from  mountain  to  mountain 
the  country,  and  tempting  the  wild  ani- 
ivhile  it  extends  their  range,  to  venture  near 
the  settlements. 

You  may  be  aware  that  in  the  State  of  New- 
otk,  owing  to  the  wholesale  manner  in  which 
rings  are  made,  the  deer  are  swept  off  with 
forests  that  sheltered  them,  and,  retreating  into 
mountain  fastnesses  of  the  northern  counties, 
the  rude  wilds  of  the  southern  tier,  are  there 
iwded  M)  thickly  as  to  be  butchered  for  their 
the  former  region,  while  fishing,  within 
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A  few  veelts  since,  among  the  piclurescjuc  lakes 
which  stud  the  Burfsce  of  the  country,  I  have 
seen  the  deer  grazing  like  tamed  cattle  on  the 
hanks.  It  was  a  beautiful  ^ght  lohehold  a  noble 
buck  calmly  raising  his  head  as  the  skiff  from 
which  we  trolled  approached  the  margin ;  and 
then,  after  standing  a  moment  at  ga/e,  toss  his 
antlers  high  in  air,  and  with  a  snort  of  deRance 
bound  into  the  forest. 

Farewell !  You  shall  hear  from  me  agaiu  so 
noon  as  we  pass  the  Alleghanics,  the  6rst  purple 
ridge  of  which  I  can  already  see  limning  the  tky 
in  the  distance.  In  the  mean  time,  I  will  note 
down  anything  of  interest  which  catches  my  eye, 
and  endeavour  lo  give  you  hereafter  some  idea  of 
the  lofty  land-mark  vhich,  before  you  read  this, 
will  be  placed  between  us. 
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LETTER  IV. 


B«drord,  Pa.,  Del.  34t)i,  1BS3. 
Wb  haTc  commenced  ascending  the  Allegbanies. 
cuM,  difficult  ride  among  the  hills  has  brought 
al  last  to  an  excellent  inn  in  the  little  tonn  froid 
'h  I  write.  A  blazing  fire  of  seasoned  oak  in  a 
•e  (ij>en  atove  sputters  and  crackles  before  me ; 
after  having  warmed  my  fingers,  and  spent 
:  twenty  minutes  in  examining  an  extensire 
lection  of  Indian  armsand  equipments,  arranged 
ind  the  room  with  a  degree  of  taste  that  would 
have  disgroced  the  study  of  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
sit  down  quietly  to  give  you  my  first  iiupres- 
•ions  of  this  mountain  region. 

We  entered  these  highlands  yesterday ;  S.,  who 
ralues  himself  upon  being  a  great  whip,  driving  his 
lies  up  the  ascent,  and  I,  as  usual,  on  horseback, 
ibout  an  hour  before  sunset  that  we  corn- 
iced ascending  a  mountain  ridge,  whose  deep 
blue  outline,  visible  for  many  a  lon»  mile  before  w« 
reached  the  base,  might  be  mistaken  in  the  distance 
the  loftier  rampart  of  which  it  is  only  the  out- 
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punl.  The  elevation,  which  showed  afar  off  like  a 
straight  line  along  the  horizon,  became  broken  iu 
appearance  as  the  eye,  at  a  nearer  view,  measured 
its  ragged  eminences;  but  it  was  not  till  wc  were 
winding  up  a  broad  hollow  scooped  out  of  the 
hiil-side,  and  through  which  the  beams  of  the  de- 
clining sun  played  upon  the  tields  and  farm-houBes 
l)fvond,  that  the  true  character  of  the  adjacent  re- 
gion opened  upon  us,  The  ridge  we  were  ascend- 
ing still  rose  like  a  huge  wall  before  ub;  but  the 
peaks,  which  had  seemed  to  lean  against  the  clear 
October  sky,  like  Iiiftier  summits  of  the  same  ele- 
vation, tiow  iitood  apart  from  the  frowning  barrier, 
towering  up  each  froiu  its  own  base — the  bastioiu 
of  the  vaiit  ramjwrt  we  were  scaling.  £ach  ^t^p 
of  our  ascent  sei-ined  to  bring  out  some  new  beauty, 
a»,  at  the  Kui'cessive  turns  of  the  road,  the  view 
eastward  was  widened  or  contracted  by  the  wuuded 
(jlen  up  which  it  lc<l.  But  all  of  these  charming 
ghnnpiies,  though  any  of  them  would  have  made  a 
tine  cabinet  picture,  were  forgotten  in  the  varied 
)>ro8pi-ct  ihui  opened  upon  us  at  the  summit  of  the 
ridge.  Ildiind,  towards  the  east,  evening  seemgd 
uliooMt  to  have  closed  in  upon  the  hamlet  froa 
which  we  bad  mmmeoced  our  aicent  at  the  bM* 
of  Lhtf  mountain ;  but  beyond  its  deepening  shadoK, 
the  warm  sunset  smiled  over  a  thousand  orcliardi 
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^ftcuRivated  Edds,  dotted  with  fom-faBOMs, 
relimd  by  pstdies  of  woodland, 
■ulTmnul  tints  made  tbeo  aho«  Bke  the  ioavr- 
beds  of  one  brosd  gudeo.  Sovthvanflj,  ifce 
sweeping  npbnd,  whieh  here  lie«<red  at  ooee  froa 
ihr  arable  grouDds  beneath  oa,  while  it  wnikJ 
higher,  raoe  leas  suddmlT  fnmi  the  plaa.  At  a^ 
point  the  brown  fields  ceened  lo  be 
ik>pe«i  while  here  and  there  a 
like  the  frith  of  a  lea  within  it>  jawnaaf  ^kati  m4 
now  again  peak  after  peak  of  this  part  of  the  naige 
could  be  traced  fbr  leagues  away,  till  the  Inc  Ubf 
lamntit  tnelted  into  the  Ay,  and  «u  6naUy  bat 
in  the  mellow  dtttsnce.  Socb,  while  our  bom^ 
heads  were  turned  to  the  notth-weM,  wa  the  ridi 
aiMl  Taried  view  behind  us:  the  prwyeti  6oa  the 
Catftkilli  ia  the  only  one  I  can  reeollect  th«  imfe 
it  in  magntficeoce.  Bot  aootber  KCBe,  more  Mrifc. 
ing,  though  not  so  imposing,  was  also  at  hand. 
a  ridge  like  that  we  had  just  erowid  rase  bttait 
ui :  but  beneath  our  very  feet,  and  af^urcady  m 
near  that  it  Ecemed  as  if  one  might  drop  a  alane 
Into  it*  boaom,  lay  one  of  the  loTeliot  UtUe  lalleys 
that  the  ma  ever  shcne  into.  It  was  nut  a  mleia 
width,  beautifully  cullirsted,  and  with  one  maH 
village  reposing  in  its  very  oentrv:  ibe  aoulhefti 
extremity  wemcd  to  wind  amoog  the  lofiy  bills  I 
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have  already  attempted  to  describe;  but  its  con- 
tines  towards  the  north  were  at  once  determined 
bv^  clus^ter  of  highlaDds,  whose  unequal  summits 
waved  boldly  forth  in  the  purple  light  of  evening. 
The  sun,  which  had  now  withdrawn  his  beams 
from  the  scene  behind  us,  atill  lingered  near  this 
lovely  spot;  and  his  last  glances,  before  they 
reached  the  hill-aide  we  were  descending,  flashed 
upon  the  windows  uf  the  village  church,  and, 
creeping  unwillingly  up  its  spire,  touched  with 
glory  the  gilded  vane;  then,  from  the  sweeping 
cone  of  a  pine  above  us,  smiling  wistfully  back  on 
the  landscape  he  was  leaving,  yielded  it  at  last  (o 
coming  night. 

The  descent  of  the  mountain,  from  its  multiplied 
windings,  consumed  more  time  than  I  had  antid- 
pated.  The  faint  rays  of  a  young  moon  were  just 
l)eginnjng  to  compete  successfully  with  the  fading 
tinls  of  day,  before  we  had  neared  the  village  suf- 
ficiently to  hear  the  lowing  of  cattle  and  the  ^rill 
shout  of  the  cow-boy  driving  his  charge  home- 
ward ;  and  her  maturer  lieams  were  softened  by  the 
thin  haze  which  rose  imperceptibly  from  a  brook 
winding  through  tho  valley,  before  we  reached  our 
destination  for  the  night.  The  occasional  jingling 
of  a  waggoner's  bells  in  the  distance,  and  the  nMiri- 
ment  of  a  group  of  cbildren  playing  by  the  moon- 
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light  in  a  grassy  field  near  the  stream,  were  tlie 
aoly  sounds  that  broke  the  stillness  of  the  scene  as 

drove  up  to  the  door.  I  thought  of  the  happy 
Valley  of  Kuiselas,  and  wondered  whether  the  in- 
habitants of  this  secluded  spot  could  really  ever 
»ish  to  wander  beyond  its  beautiful  precincts. 

The  gradual,  successive,  and  delicious  blending 
Inf  lights,  as  I  have  attempted  to  describe  them, 
,andcT  which   I   first  beheld  the  little  valley  of 

Connekville.  will  doubtless  account  for  much 

luy  admiratioD  of  it;  and  indeed  some  of  its 
(lulures  were  changed,  and  not  for  the  better, 
cvben  viewed  under  a  different  aspect  the  next 
Doming.  A  shurp  north-easter,  in  spite  o!  the 
fciBrriers  which  had  seemed  to  shelter  it,  drove 
down  the  valley  ;  a  cold  drizzling  rain,  with  its 
Attendant  mist,  shut  from  view  the  mountain  tops 

lund ;  and  the  village  dwellings,  lining  one  lon^ 
'marrow  street,  and  now  no  longer  gilded  with  the 
Ihues  of  sunset,  nor  standing  clearly  out  in  the 
nlver  light  of  the  moon,  appeared  in  their  true 
of  miserable  hovels :  the  snug  stone-house 
here  I  had  passed  the  night  seemed  to  be  almost 
irtbe  only  tolerable  building  in  the  village;  and  I 
,was  not  sorry  to  pass  its  last  straggling  enclosure, 
ilAnd  commence  ascending  the  arduous  height  be- 
,ijrand-     The  summit  of  this  attained,  another  val- 
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those  difitinguislied  persons  who  in  country  towns 
alvays  6gure  after  a  great  storm  or  freshet  as  the 
"  olde«I  inhabitant  of  the  place,"  that  a  large  party 
of  colonists,  on  their  march  towards  Fort  Dii 
Qucsiie,  were  here  cut  off  by  the  Indians.  The 
ambushed  foe  had  allowed  the  main  body  to  pass 
tlie  brook  and  surmount  the  heights  beyond;  and 
the  rcar-guard,  witli  the  cattle  they  had  in  leading 
for  the  use  of  the  troops*  were  drinking  from  the 
stream  when  the  onslaught  was  made.  The 
Indians  rushed  from  their  covert,  and  bur^t  upon 
their  victims  so  suddenly  that  fifty  whites  were 
Biossacred  almost  before  resistance  was  attempted. 
Ttiose  who  wi're  standing  wtTt  dropped  like  deer 
mi  gaze  by  the  forest  marksmen;  and  those  who 
were  stooping  over  the  stream,  before  they  even 
beard  the  charging  yell  of  their  assailants,  received 
the  blow  from  the  tomahawk  which  mingled  their 
life's  blood  with  the  current  from  which  they  were 
'  drioking- 

The  retribution  of  the  whites  is  said  to  have 
been  furious  and  terrible.  The  body  of  men  in 
advance  returned  upon  their  tracks,  encamped 
upon  the  spot,  and  after  duly  fortifying  them- 
selves, divided  into  parties,  and  scoured  the  forest 
fur  leagues.  My  informant,  who  gave  me  only  tlie 
traditSoDary  account  of  the  village,  could  not  tell 
g5 
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Wha±  ■  coatr«rt  »«s  the  poecfnl  Keiv  I  new 
bcMd  to  thM  •bicfa  ibe  pbn  witBoan)  Moe 
•cvntfy  y«n  »go '.  A  Irun  of  huge  P«nBsvbranb 
«i|gpKM  «eiT  rtaading  rarioaslv  dnvn  up  tf|Nn 
Ihv  very  »pot  whrre  the  cmlict  wis  deadliest ;  tllc 
ffnvking:  leana  of  Bone  were  just  being  uahtr- 
mmmJ,  1  few  jaded  beasts  >tood  Uzily  drinking 
frrin  Ihtj  thMiiow  unaaa  that  gurgled  uound  tbeir 
frtlorkti  while  other*,  more  animated  at  Ibe  near 
prmpect  'if  f(>ri<l  and  rest,  jiiigled  the  bells  ap- 
{mxlMl  til  the  (-ollarH  in  iiniMn  with  their  iron 
Iraci-*,  which  clankid  over  the  stones  as  the; 
•Ulltf^l  (iff  to  the  stalile.  To  these  signs  of  quiet 
and  (rriirily  wen-  added  those  true  village  appeor- 
HW  h  striii'li  mc  so  pleasingly  on  my  ap- 

Conni-lnville.    A  buxom  country  girl 
be  teen  inoTing  through  the  t 
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the  milk-pail  to  meet  the  cows  which 
«cre  comiDg  in  lowing  along  the  highway,  while 
the  iJiouls  and  laughter  of  a  Iroop  of  boys  just  let 
lixite  from  school  came  merrily  on  the  ear  as  they 
rrolickcd  on  a  little  green  hard  by.  My  com- 
panion stood  in  the  midst  of  them,  holding  a  piece 
of  tilver  in  his  fingers,  while  a  dozen  little  chaps 
•nMiod  him  were  trying  who  could  win  the  bright 
guerdoQ  by  standing  on  one  leg  the  longest.  The 
ridicnlous  postures  of  the  little  crew,  with  the  not 
kos  ludicrous  gravity  of  my  friend,  who  was  thus 
dirertiiig  himself,  of  course  put  an  end  to  my 
lober  musings;  but  I  could  not  help,  while  ad- 
I  nuciDg  to  the  scene  of  the  sport,  fancying  for  a 
nent  the  eJfect  of  the  war-whoop  breaking  sud- 
,  as  ere  now  it  often  has,  upon  a  scene  appa- 
pUy  ionfe,  sheltered,  and  happy. — Good- night! 


*.S. — Someriet,  Ocl.26lA. — You  have  read  in 

;  newspapers  of  the  recent  destruction  of  this 

e  by  fire:  it  must  have  been  large  and  flourish- 

,  judging  by  the  extensive  ruins  which  I  have 

It  been  trying  to  trace  by  the  frosty  light  of  the 

I  now  shining  over  them.     The  appearances 

idlatioa  here  are  really  melancholy ;  the  inn 

:  put  up  is  the  only  one  left  standing, 


THE   ALLEGBANtes. 

out  of  five  or  a\,  and  it  is  so  crowded  « 
houseless  iDhabitants  that  I  find  it  difficult  to  ^t 
a  place  to  write  in. 

We  are  now  in  the  bosoin  of  the  AlleghaDiea : 
the  scenery  passed  to-day  ia  beautiful,  most  beau- 
tiful. The  mountains  are  loftier,  as  well  aa  more 
imposing  ID  form,  than  those  which  skirt  these 
wild  n^ons  eastwardly  ;  whichever  way  the  eye 
directs  itself,  they  are  piled  upon  each  other  in 
masses  which  blend  at  last  with  the  clouds  aitove 
:hem.  At  one  point  ihey  lie  in  confused  heaps 
together;  at  another  (hey  lap  each  other  with 
outlines  as  distinct  as  if  (he  crest  of  each  were 
of  chiselled  stone :  some,  while  the  breeze  quivers 
throujfh  their  dense  forests,  rear  their  dome-like 
summits  boldly  near ;  and  some,  swelling  more 
gradually  from  the  vales  below,  show  in  the  blue 
distance  like  waves  caught  on  the  curl  by  some 
mighty  hand,  and  arrested  ere  they  broke  on  the 
misty  region  beyond.  Then  for  their  foliage !  the 
glorioua  hues  of  autumn  are  here  displayed  in  oU 
their  fulness,  and  brilliancy,  and  power — volume 
upon  volume,  like  the  rolling  masses  of  sunset 
clouds,  the  leafy  summits  fold  against  the  sky — 
calm  at  one  moment  as  (he  bow  of  peace,  whote 
tints  (hey  borrow ;  and  at  another  flaming  like 
the  banners  of  a  thousand  battles  in  the  bre 
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But  why  should  I  attempt  to  descrilie  wlml 
tuflles  all  deKriplion  F  The  humbleat  grovie  of 
our  country  h,  at  this  season,  arrayed  in  colours 
Hicb  as  the  Ilttlian  masters  never  dreamed  of^ 
and  woodK  like  these  assume  a  pomp  which  awes 
ibe  pencil  into  weakness.  Such  foreste,  such  fo- 
liage, were  unknown  when  our  language  was  in- 
vcntEtl.  Let  those  who  named  the  noble.-«oundJng 
ixirers  that  re6ect  their  glories  supply  words  to 
I  tdeacribe  them. 

Farewell  I  I  shall  write  to  you  next  froni 
I  iWheeling,  Virginia ;  and  if  you  do  not  think  me 
diouB,  will  touch  again  upoD  the  beauties  of  the 
I  mgion  through  which  I  am  now  passing. 


WtMeling,  Virginia,  October  39lh. 
I  rsED  to  think  our  sea-board  climate  as  ■»• 
pricious  aa  it  could  well  be ;  but  the  changinf* 
skies  under  which  wc  have  travelled  for  the  last 
three  days  convince  me  that  uowhere  is  the  office 
of  weather-cock  less  of  a  sinecure  than  in  th* 
region  through  which  I  have  just  travelled.  Yet 
]  do  not  complain  of  (he  weather — far  from  it;  I 
consider  myself  peculiarly  fortunate  in  having, 
during  a  three  days'  ride  over  the  Alleghanies, 
seen  that  fine  mountain  district  under  every  vicis- 
situde of  climate;  and  though  the  cold  has  ai 
times  been  severe— the  harsh  rains  anything  but 
iigrccahle  for  the  time — the  Indian  summer  hent 
almost  sultry — and,  lastly,  the  mow  most  unseason- 
able, I  could  not,  if  I  had  made  my  own  private 
arrangements  with  the  clerk  of  the  weatlier,  have 
fixed  it  upon  the  whole  more  to  my  satisfaction. 
The  still  cold  frosty  mornings  gave  a  vigour  and 
boldness  of  outline  to  the  mountain  scenery,  that 
extended  its  limits  and  hdghtened  its  effect.     The 
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rains,  which  an  hour  aftt^rward  washed  the  chang- 
iog  leaves,  brightened  their  tints  Fur  the  noonday 
•an  which  followed ;  and  thii  warm  mist  of  evening 
jmbued  the  landM;ape  with  a  Claude-likc  melIow< 
neae  that  suited  (he  rich  repose  of  evening  among 
tfae  hills. 

A&for  the  snow,  nothing  could  he  more  beau- 
tifal  than  the  effect  of  it  at  this  season  in  the 
woods.  We  had  tno  flurries  on  successive  days  ; 
each  of  which,  after  covering  the  ground  about  an 
inch  in  depth,  was  succeeded  by  a  bright  glowing 
Aj.  The  appearance  the  woods  then  presented 
it  would  be  ainiost  impossible  to  describe  to  you. 
Call  up  in  your  mind  the  brilliant  and  animated 
«ffect  produced  by  a  January  sun  shining  through 
■  leadebs  grove,  over  the  fresh  wliite  carpet  that 
has  been  wound  among  the  trees  during  the  pre- 
eAtling  night.  How  do  the  dead  branches  smile 
in  the  frosty  sunbeams;  how  joyously  does  every- 
thing sparkle  in  the  refracted  light !  Now  imagine 
the  tinted  leaves  of  autumn  blushing  over  those 
rigid  limbs,  and  reflecting  warmth  upon  the  daz- 
tling  mantle  beneath  them  — green,  gold,  and 
purple,  scarlet,  satt'ron,  and  vermilion ;  the  dol- 
|»hiu  hues  of  our  dying  woods  glistening  in  the 
itlver  shower,  and  relieved  against  a  surface  of 
TO^  whiteneas.     Ijet  the  scene  lie,  if  you  choose. 
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among  inountaiHs  clothed  with  forests  a 
eye  can  reach — their  billowy  forms  now  sweeping 
off  in  vast  curves  along  the  sky,  and  now  broken 
by  ravines,  through  which  a  dozen  conflicting 
lights  climb  their  shaggy  sides;  or,  not  less  strilt- 
ing,  let  it  be  a  majestic  river,  whose  fertile  isUnds, 
rich  alluvial  bottoms,  and  wooded  bluffs  beyond, 
are  thus  dressed  at  once  in  Autumn's  pomp  and 
Winter's  robe  of  pride ;  and  you  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  more  beautiful  combination.  Such  was 
the  aspect  under  which  I  crossed  the  last  summit 
of  the  AUeghanies  yesterday,  and  such  undrr 
which  I  viewed  the  Ohio  this  moroing. 

The  fine  undulating  country  between  the  moun- 
tains and  this  place,  especially  after  parsing  the 
post-town  of  Washington,  on  the  borders  of  Penn- 
sylvania, left  me  nothing  to  regret  in  the  way 
of  scenery  after  crossing  the  last  ridge  this  side  of 
Somerset.  And  yet  nothing  can  be  more  exhila- 
rating than  a  gallop  over  those  heights  on  a  bracing 
October  day.  The  sudden  breaks  and  turns  of  the 
mountain  road  open  new  views  upon  you  at  every 
moment  ;  and  the  clear,  pure  atmosphere  one 
breathes,  with  the  motion  of  a  spirited  horse,  would 
"  create  a  soul  Iwneath  the  ribs  of  death,"  and  re- 
juvenate Methuselah  himself.  One  must  once 
have  been  a  dyspeptic  (o  estimate  to  the  full  that 
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feeling  of  exulting  health.  For  m^  own  part, 
however  philosophers  may  preach  up  the  sublimity 
of  intellectual  pleasures,  or  poets  dilate  upon  the 
delights  of  etherealizing  eentioient,  I  confess  that 
I  hold  one  good  burst  of  pure  animal  spirits  far 
above  them  all.  On  horseback,  especially,  when 
life  quickens  in  every  vein,  when  there  is  life  in 
the  breeze  that  plays  upon  your  cheek,  and  life  in 
racb  bound  of  the  noble  creature  beneath  you  ; 
who  that  has  felt  his  pulses  gladden,  and  youth, 
glorious  indomitable  youth,  swelling  high  above 
manhood's  colder  tide  in  his  bosom — who  would 
gi*c  the  rush  of  spirits,  the  breathing  poetry  of 
that  moment,  for  all  the  lays  that  lyrist  ever  sung 
— for  all  the  joys  philosophy  e'er  proved  .'  This, 
I  ktMW,  must  appear  a  shocking  doctrine  to  *'  the 
"  march  of  mind"  people ;  but  as  they  are  pre- 
sumed to  go  on  foot,  they  are  no  authority  on  the 
subject. — Apropos  of  pedestrians,  though  your 
true  western  man  generally  journeys  on  horseback, 
yet  one  meets  numbers  of  the  former  on  this  side 
of  the  Alleghanies.  They  generally  have  a  tow-  ^ 
cloth  knapsack,  or  light  leathern  valise,  hung 
■crou  their  backs ;  and  are  often  very  decently 
dressed  iu  a  blue  coat,  grey  trousers,  and  round 
hat.     They  travel  about  forty  miles  a  day- 

The   horsemen  almost  invariably  wear  a  drab 
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great-^uat,  fur  cap,  and  green  cloth  leggins . 
in  addition  to  a  pair  of  well-tilled  saddle-bag*^ 
very  often  have  strapped  to  their  crupper  a  con- 
venience the  last  you  would  expect  to  6nd  in 
the  wardrobe  of  a  backwoodsman — videlicet,  ad 
umbrella.  The  females  of  every  rank  in  tbu 
tnounlainous  country  ride  in  short  dresses.  Tliey 
are  generally  wholly  unattended,  and  sometimei 
in  large  parties  of  their  own  sex.  The  saddles 
and  housings  of  their  horses  are  very  gay ;  and  1 
have  repeatedly  seen  a  party  of  four  or  five  buxom 
damsels  mounted  on  sorry-looking  beasts,  wboM 
rough  hides,  unconscious  of  &  currycomb,  con- 
trasted oddly  enough  with  saddles  of  purple  vd- 
vet,  reposing  on  scarlet  saddle-cloths  worked  irilfa 
orange-coloured  borders.  I  have  examined  the 
manufacture  of  these  gorgeous  trappings  at  ibc 
saddleries  in  some  of  the  towns  in  passing:  they 
much  resemble  those  which  are  prepared  in  Neit- 
Yurk  for  the  South  American  market,  and  are  of 
«  much  cheaper  make,  and  far  less  durable,  than 
those  which  a  plainer  taste  would  prefer.  Still 
the  effect  of  these  ^ay  colours,  as  you  catch  ■ 
glimpse  of  them  afar  ofl'  fluttering  through  the 
woods,  is  by  no  means  bad.  They  would  show 
well  in  a  picture,  and  be  readily  seized  by* 
pointer  in  relieving  the  shadows  of  a  sombre  \ 
scape. 


TRAVELLING   EMIGRANTS. 


43 


'  But  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  travellers 
e  meets  with,  not  to  mention  the  ordinary  stage- 
ich  passengers,   consists  nf  teamsters  and  the 
Bi^rantB.     The  former  generally  drive  bi\  horsen 
efore  their  enorioouB  waggons — stout,  heavy-look- 
[  beasts,  descended,  it  is  said,  from  the  famous 
raught   horses  of  Normandy.     They  go    about 
!T)ty  miles  a  day.     The  leading  horses  are  often 
Lamented  with  a   number   of  bells  suspended 
I  from  a  square  raised  frame-work  over  their  coi- 
rs, originally  adopted  to  warn  these  lumbering 
nachines  of  each  other's  approach,  and  prevent 
their  being  brought  up,  all  standing  in  the  narrow 
parts  of  the  road. 
IA:  As  for  the  emigrants,  it  would  astonish  you  to 
Ifilness  how  they  get  along.     A  covered  one-horse 
iggon  generally  contains  the  whole  worldly  sub- 
e  of  a  family  consisting  not  unfret|uently  of  a 
n  members.     The  tolls  are  so  high  along  this 
■eitem  turnpike,  and  horses  are  comparatively  so 
Ifaeap  in  the  region  whither  the  emigrant  is  bound, 
bat  he  rarely  provides  more  than  one  miserable 
minaiite  to  transport  his  whole  family  to  the 
r  west.     The  strength  of  the  poor  animal  is  of 
nurse  half  the  time  unequal  to  the  demand  upon 
,   and  you  will,  therefore,  unless  it  be  raining 
Wry   hard,    rarely  see   any   one    in    the   waggon. 
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except  perhaps  some  cliild  overtaken  h 
or  a  niuiher  nursing  a  young  infant.  The  head 
of  the  family  walks  by  the  horse,  cheering  and 
encouraging  him  on  his  way.  The  good  wodikh, 
when  not  engaged  as  hinted  above,  either  trudgM 
along  with  her  husband,  or,  leading  some  wearv 
little  traveller  by  the  hand  far  bthind,  endeavour! 
to  keep  the  rest  of  her  cliarge  from  loitering  by 
the  wayside-  The  old  house-dog,  if  not  chained 
beneath  the  waggon  to  prevent  the  half-starred 
brule  from  foraging  too  freely  in  n  friendly  coun- 
try, brings  up  the  rear.  1  made  acquaintance 
with  more  than  one  of  these  faithful  followers  in 
passing,  by  throwing  him  a  biscuit  as  I  rode  by  ; 
and  my  canine  friend,  when  we  met  at  an  ian 
occasionally  afterward,  was  sure  to  cultivate  the 
intimacy.  Sometimes  these  invaluable  compa- 
nions give  out  on  the  road,  and  in  their  broken- 
down  condition  are  sold  for  a  trifle  by  their  mas- 
ters. I  saw  several  fine  setters  which  I  had  reoaon 
to  suspect  came  into  ihe  country  iu  this  way ;  and 
the  owner  of  a  superb  brindled  greyhound,  which 
i  met  among  the  mountains,  told  me  that  he  had 
bought  him  from  an  Kngtish  emigrant  for  a  dollar. 
He  used  the  animal  with  great  success  upon  deer, 
and  had  already  been  ofiered  fifty  dollars  for  hiBb 
The  hardships  of  stich  a  tour  must  form  U 
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ratory  school  for  the  arduous  life  which  the 

'  aeltlor  has  afterwurd  to  enter  upon.     Their 

1,  of  course,  frequeotlv  give  out  on  the  road ; 

mpanies   so  Dumerous,   sickness  niuat 

pequently  overtake  some  of  the  members.     Nor 

kould  1  wonder  at  serious  accidents  often  occur- 

with   those  crank   conveyances   among   the 

rapicei  and  ravines  nf  the  mountains.     At  one 

?  I  saw  a  horse,  but  recently  dead,  lying  be- 

I   a  sleep,  along  the  top  of  which  the  rood 

and  a  little  farther  in   advance,  I  picked  up 

■  pocket-book  with  some  loose  leaves  floating  near 

;  edge  of  the  precipice.     It  recalled  the  story 

f  Cardenio  in  Don  Quixote,  with  the  dead  mule 

the  rifled   portmanteau   lyJng   a   few  yards 

■  ipart,  among  the  rocks  of  the  Sierra  Morena; 

we  almost   expected    to  see   the  grotesque 

l.fegure   which   so  excited  the  noble  emulalion  of 

■tbe  worthy  knight,  leaping  from  rock  to  rock,  itt 

K|be  same  guise  that  the  admirable  pencil  of  Cer- 

■lantes  has  assigned  to  him.     The  apparition  did 

Vpot  show  itself,  however  ;  and  we  left  the  pocket- 

E^ook  at  the  nearest  inn,  to  be  disposed  of  accord- 

KiBg  to  the  claimants  that  might  appear.     These 

Ijaounlaios,   thuugh  occasionally  thus  cut   up  by 

■'precipitous  glens,  are  still  by  no  means  rocky — 

W9*  would  appear  from  th«  fact  of  the  iuhubilantt 
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hunting  deer  on  horseback  through  woods  which 
would  he  almost  impervious  to  a  pair  of  city-bred 
legs.  The  modus  operandi  is  very  ^inple.  The 
hunters  collect  in  a  troop — drive  the  deer  in  b 
circle — and  then  shoot  from  the  saddle.  You 
may  renieinl>er  something  of  the  same  kind  de- 
scribed in  Waverley,  The  soil  must  in  general  be 
indilTerent,  according  to  what  was  told  us  by  the 
keeper  of  a  turnpike-gate,  who  claimed  to  be  the 
father  of  twenty-seven  children  I  1  asked  thit 
worthy  palerfamilim  if  the  country  was  healthy. 
"  Healthy,  air  !"  he  replied,  "  that  it  is  —  healthy 
and  poor  :  ten  people  run  away  where  one  die*  in 
it."  The  soil  improves  much  after  leaving  the 
mounliviiift ;  and  we  crossed  some  rich  bottom  lands 
when  fording  the  Youghioghany  and  Monoii- 
gahela  KivcrH, —  the  former  a  branch  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  botli  hne  pebbly  streams,  navigable  M 
certain  seasons  of  the  year. 

About  thirty  miles  from  M'heeUng  we  firsl 
struck  the  national  road.  It  appears  to  tuv« 
been  originally  constructed  of  large  round  Uoncs. 
thrown  without  much  arrangement  on  the  surface 
of  the  soil,  after  the  road  was  first  levelled. . 
These  are  now  bein^  ploughed  up,  and  a  thin 
layer  of  broken  stones  is  in  many  places  spread 
over  the   renovated    surface.     1   hope   the   road- 
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Dkakers  hsre  Dot  the  conBeience  to  call  this  Mac- 
iduiiiziDjr:  it  yielda  like  snow-drift  to  the  heavy 
wheels  which  traverse  it.  Two-thirds,  indeed,  of 
the  eiitent  we  traversed  were  worse  ihau  any  ar- 
tificial road  I  ever  travelled,  except  perhaps  the 
log  causeways  among  the  new  Eettlemeiits  in  nor- 
ihcni  Xew-York.  The  ruts  are  worn  so  broad 
and  deep  by  heavy  travel,  that  an  army  of  pig- 
I  might  march  into  the  bosom  of  the  country 
ct  the  cover  they  would  afford  ;  and  old  Ixion 
.  himself  could  hardly  trundle  his  wheel  over  such 

■  VWful  furrows.  Perhaps  I  was  the  more  struck 
rvilh  the  appearance  of  this  celebrated  highway, 
Ifrom  the  fact  of  much  of  the  road  over  the  moun- 

■  Igias  having  been  in  exrellent  condition.     Th«v 

.  one  feature,  however,  in   this   national  vork 

twbich  is  truly  fine, — 1  allude  to  the  massive  stone 

rhrjdgc*  which  form  a  part  of  it.     They  occur,  as 

E4ie  road  crosses  a  winding  creek,  a  dozen  limes 

riihin  twice  a«  many  miles.     They  consist  either 

r  one,  two,  or  three  arches ;  the  centre  arch  be- 

;  ipruDg  a  foot  or  two  higher  than  those  on 

Ultber  side.     Their  thick  vralls  projecting  above 

e  road,  their  round  stone  buttresses  and  carved 

f-stoaes,  combine  to  give  them  an  air  of  Roman 

idily  and  strength.     They   are  monumenU  of 

ItAate  and   power   that   will    speak    well    for   the 
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country  when  the  brick  towns  thpy  bind  togdW 
shall  have  crumbled  in  the  dust. 

These  frequently  recurring  bridges  are  sinking 
objects  in  the  landscape,  where  the  road  winds  far 
many  miles  through  &  narrow  valley.  They  may 
be  seen  at  almost  every  turn  spanning  the  deep 
bosom  of  the  defile,  and  reflected  with  all  iheir 
>nmbre  beauty  in  the  stream  below. 

The  valley  widens  within  a  few  miles  ofWheel- 
ing,  and  the  road  strikes  inlo  the  hilUside,  wboae 
crooked  base  it  has  long  been  following.  It  aooa 
begins  to  be  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  and  the 
ascent  is  rapidly  accelerated.  Above,  on  th« 
right,  the  trees  impend  from  a  lofty  hill  over  your 
path  ;  and  far  below  you  see  the  stream,  so  long 
your  companion,  gleaming  through  a  small  euU 
tivatcd  bottom,  which  shows  like  a  garden  to  the 
eye.  It  is  girdled  by  steep  hills,  and  seems,  with 
its  ftingle  mill  and  one  or  two  farm-houses,  to  be 
ibut  out  from  all  the  world.  Advance  but  a 
pistol-shot,  and  you  look  inlo  (he  chimneys  of 
Wheeling.  The  Ohio  is  beneath  your  feet.  The 
town  lies  in  so  narrow  a  strip  along  the  rivrr, 
that,  from  the  ridge  on  which  you  stand,  you  will 
hardly  notice  ila  crowded  buihlings ; — that  tint 
view  of  (he  lovely  river  of  the  west  is  worth  a 
journey  of  a  thousand  mile*.     The  clear  majettic 
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\t-^t  fertilo  iUands  on  iu  bosom,  tbe  bold  and 

ptoweriDg  heights  opposite,  with  the  greeo  espla- 

ludc  of  alluWoa  in  front,  and  the  foreat^rowned 

[  ^mdlands  above   and   below,   round   which   tbe 

l^er  swerps  awa;  to  bless  and  gladden  the  fruit- 

Ifiil  rcjjions  that  drink  its  limpid  waters,  present  a 

^ilendid  t^mbinAtioo  of  natural  beauties:  while 

tl>e  recollectiuu  of  the  wild  border  history  of  this 

e  frontier  stream ;  of  the  daring  exploits  and 

'  Hvag^  envoualers  upon  its  banks;  of  the  painted 

■arriora  that  once  lurked  within  its  woods,   or 

'  ^wDied  in  light  canoes  where  now  the  slug^ah 

vk  of  commerce  floats  on  its  peaceful  course,— 

Ijiese  throw  a  moral  yet  romantic  charm  over  the 

.  tp^ne,  and  stamp  it  in  magic  colours  upon  the  me> 

nory; — no  man  will  ever  forget  his  first  view  of 

the  Ohio. 

I  defended  with  regret  from  the  elevation 
wlitch  aSbrded  this  noble  prospect,  and  plunging 
into  the  Aiaoky  town  below,  am  now  comfortably 
quartered  in  the  best  tavern  in  the  place.  I  shall 
reauiD  here  only  till  a  steam-boat  comes  along, 
and  will  write  to  you  next  from  Pittsburg. 
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I'ilUbur^,  Ko»emli«r  9t4'* 
I  PASSED  an  evening  most  agreeably  at  \V'heel- 
ing  with  two  or  three  prominent  members  of  the 
Bar,  who  were  distinguished  by  that  courtesy  and 
cordial  frankness  which  mark  the  western  Vir- 
ginian. A  venison  steak  and  flask  of  old  Tusca- 
loosa (the  relish  and  flavour  of  which  would  b*n 
been  a  tocsin  to  the  soul  of  Apicius,  and  made 
Anacreon  uneasy  in  Ids  grave)  gave  cordiality  to 
the  meeting.  It  was  my  first  introduction  into 
western  society ;  and  I  could  hardly  have  been 
initiated  under  better  auspices,  as  I  went  under 
the  wing  of  an  Ohio  gentleman,  whose  wann 
hospitality  and  endearing  social  qualities,  untied 
ns  they  arc  to  distinguished  professional  talents, 
seem  to  make  him  a  universal  favourite  iu  (his 
region.  The  conversation,  animated,  various,  and 
inalructivei  would  supply  material  for  a  dozen  let- 
ters :  but  the  nervous  expressions,  and  almost 
startling  IMdnesB,  of  western  phraseology  would 
lose  half  their  vividness  and  power  when  transfemd 
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I  to  paper.     1  found  myself,  however,  catcliing  oc- 
I  Cafiionally  something  of  the  characteristic  tone  of 
i  those  around  me ;  and  my  oew  friends  gave  so  en- 
I  couraging  a  reception  to  each  fresh-fledged  sally, 
that  I  live  in  the  humble  hope  of  being  able  to  ex- 
press myself  with  sufficient  propriety  by  the  time 
I  1  reach  the  really  outer  west,  to  prevent  people 
[from  detecting  at  once  the  early  disadvantages  I 
Kbave  laboured  under  in  living  so  long  in  a  land 
^where  every  iip  Usps  homage  to  mincing  Walker, 
I  ted  each  tongue  trembles  t/i  terrorem  of  terrible 
Johnson.     In  (hat  event,  I  may  have  both  scenes 
land   characters  to  describe  when  we  meet,    such 
rJH  would  now  split  my  pen  in  telling. 

Wheeling  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  places 
m  the  Ohio.  The  immense  quantity  of  bitumin- 
s  coal  in  the  adjacent  region,  which  may  be  had 
nerely  fur  the  digging,  gives  it  great  advantages 
I  manufacturing  place ;  while  the  rich  back 
nintry,  and  favourable  position  on  the  river,  espe- 
ally  in  low  water,  when  steam-boats  find  Pitts- 
rurg  difficult  of  access,  make  the  town  a  place  of 
e  trade.  It  lies  in  two  parallel  streets,  beneath 
k  hill  extending  along  the  river,  and  its  smoky  pur- 
Heui,  when  viewed  from  within,  except  to  the  eye 
f  (he  man  of  business,  are  anything  but  attractive, 
rite  principal  inn  of  the  place,  wherein  I  lodged, 
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is  well  supplied  with  bedchambers  and  parlours, 
and  a  comfortable  reading-room,  where  the  leading 
papers  in  the  Union  are  taken.  The  attendance 
too,  all  the  servants  being  blacks,  is  very  good: 
among  them,  a  perfect  treasure,  in  the  shape  of  a 
genuine  old  Virginian  negro,  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten.  The  features  of  Billj  (for  that  is  the  name 
of  my  sable  friend)  are  an  exact  copy  of  those 
generally  introduced  into  Washington's  picture 
when  he  is  painted  with  his  favourite  groom  in 
attendance.  I  piqued  myself  considerably  upon 
having  discovered  the  likeness,  when  I  afterwards 
found  that  the  worthy  Ethiop  had  actually  been 
"raised,"  as  he  expressed  it,  in  the  Washington 
family.  He  is  a  professing  member  of  the  Baptist 
church;  and  I  was  much  inteivsted,  while  talking 
with  the  newly-convcrtcd  heathen  (for  such  he 
called  himself  prior  to  the  "  change'" J,  to  find  how 
the  precepts  with  which  he  had  lattly  become  in- 
doctrinated assorted  with  the  ideas  he  had  been 
brought  up  in  as  a  Hlave :  religion  seemed  only  to 
have  strengthened  the  bonds  which  held  him  to  his 
master.  "This  new  light,"  he  said,  "  showed  the 
old  nigger"  (I  give  his  exact  words)  '*  that  to 
whatever  station  God  pleased  to  call  him,  there  it 
was  good  for  the  old  nigger  to  be."  I  was  told 
thai  he  was  rigidly  attentive  to  his  sptrituid  dutiwt 
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jiid  as  for  bis  worldly  ones,  I  never  met  with  a 
more  ihorougli-bred  and  respectful  servant.  He 
is  among  the  last  of  a  race  once  numerous  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  but  now  fading  from  the  face  of 
the  earth. 

It  was  with  no  slight  regret  that  I  parted  with 
toy  friend  S.,  when  stepping  on  board  a  pretty 
frteam-boat,  called  the  Gazelle,  to  lake  my  passage 
up  the  river;  liis  foreign  travel,  and  various  op- 
portunities, liave  given  him  habits  of  observation, 
which,  with  a  dash  of  humour  aud  ready  flow  of 
fine  spirits,  constitute  a  capital  travelling  compa- 
,  tuoo.     His  literary  tastes  are  well  known  to  you ; 
I  «id  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  at  a  future  day, 
l)ie  should  distinguish  himself,  as  another  member 
I  of  his  family  has  so  happily  done,  by  committing 
I  to  the  press  a  few  notes  of  his  wanderings.*    I  left 
KMin  wailing  for  the  downward  boat,  and  we  parted, 
KimimisiDg  to  meet  again  in  a  few  months  at  Xew- 
EOrleans;  each  of  us  in  the  meantime  traversing 
Ijrgiona  from  which  the  kingdoms  and  principalities 
I  of  Europe  might  be  carved  out  and  never  missed. 
The  anow  of  yesterday  yet  covered  the  ground 
U  we  rubbed  along  the  shores  of  the  Ohio  ;  and 
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those  pictured  woods,  with  the  morning  sun  gleam- 
ing through  their  tall  stems,  and  glistening  on  the 
powdered  tree-tops,  were  indescribably  beautiful. 
The  islets,  [jarticularly  where  the  hues  of  the  fo- 
liage were  most  vivid,  shone  like  shields  of  silver 
blazoned  witi)  no  mortal  heraldry.  Before  noon, 
however,  the  sun  absorbed  every  particle  of  earth's 
fragile  covering :  the  warm  mist  of  Indian  sum- 
tner  succeeded  ;  the  river  became  like  glass;  evtry 
island  floated  double  upon  its  bosom,  and  each 
headland  seemed  to  drop  its  cliffs  against  a  nether 
sky.  The  harsh  panting  of  our  high-pressure 
engine,  or  the  sudden  flapping  of  a  duck's  wing 
as  he  rose  abruptly  from  under  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  were  the  ouly  sounds  abroad.  The  day,  so 
still,  so  soft  and  summery,  seemed  like  the  sabbath 
uf  the  dying  year. 

The  evening  came  on  calm  and  mellow;  and  the 
broad  disc  of  the  moon  slept  as  quietly  on  the  fair 
bosom  of  the  Ohio,  as  if  her  slumbers  there  had 
never  been  broken  by  the  war-whoop,  or  reveiUet 
from  the  shadowy  banks  around. 

Having  always  been  a  faithful  seeker  after 
border  legends  and  traditions  of  the  old  Indian 
wars,  I  could  not  help  calling  to  mind  a  few  of 
those  with  which  my  memory  was  stored,  and  en- 
deavouring to  lay  their  proper  venue  in  the  scenes 


I  SCBKERY  OF  THE  OHIO.  55 

prouod  roe.  Unfortunately,  liowever,  there  was 
iK>  une  aboard  of  the  boat  who  could  eDlighten  me 
^  this  respect ;  and  though  particularly  anxious 
Id  6ee  tbe  spot  where  the  doughty  Adam  Poe,  like 
soother  Jack  the  Giant-killer,  vanquished  a  Wy- 
Wdot  Urge  enough  to  swallow  him  at  a  mouthfu], 
I  could  only,  by  asking  the  distances  ii-om  time 
Ad  time  along  the  river,  guess  at  the  point,  among 
Mhers  similarly  associated  wiih  romantic  adven- 
Ivre.* 

^  The  peculiar  scenery  of  the  Ohio  has  been  so 
graphically  described  by  Flint  and  Hall  in  their 
rarious  writings  upon  the  TVeat,  that  I  will  not 
detain  you  by  dwelling  minutely  upon  its  features. 
The  prominent  characteristics  of  the  river  are, 
a  dear  winding  current,  studded  with  alluvial 
islands,  and  flowing  between  banks,  which  now 
lie  in  a  level  esplanade  of  several  hundred  acres, 
derated  perhaps  fifty  feet  above  the  water,  and 
*gaia  ewell  boldly  from  the  margin  to  the  height 
of  three  ur  four  hundred  feet  in  headlands,  which, 
>wben  the  mi«ts  of  evening  settle  upon  the  land- 
pnpe,  wear  the  appearance  of  distant  mountains; 
mbea  I  add  (hat  an  occasional  farm-house,  with  its 
■tftiriant  orchards  and  other  enclosures,  may  be 
nind  along  the  smaller  "  bottoms,"  while  the 
r  *  See  note  A. 
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larger  ones  are  frequently  enlivened  by  a  bustH 
village  reposing  in  their  ample  boaoms,  you  bave 
the  main  features  of  the  Ohio  as  I  have  se«n  it 
between  Wheeling  and  Pittsburg.  The  winciing« 
of  the  river  present  at  every  turn  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  views  in  the  world ;  hut  the  regular 
alternations  of  "  bluff"  and  "  botlonr  give  such  ■ 
sameness  to  the  landscape,  that  unless  familiar 
with  the  points  of  the  country  around,  one  might 
be  dropped  in  a  dozen  different  places  along  the 
river,  and  not  be  aware  of  a  change  in  his  situation. 
Nature  seems  to  have  delighted  in  repeating  again 
and  again  the  same  lovely  fonn^  which  she  (irsl 
moulded  in  this  favourite  region. 

We  passed  Rapp's  flourishing  settlement,  called 
Economy,  during  the  day,  but  only  near  enough 
to  see  the  regular  arrangement  of  the  square  brick 
dwellings,  standing  almut  twenty  feet  apart,  aa 
broad  streets  whieb  intersect  each  other  at  right 
angles;  the  factories  with  their  high  cupolas;  and 
the  thriving  orchards  and  young  vineyards,  which 
!>trvtch  along  the  Itanks  of  the  river  beyond  Ibc 
suburbs.  I  may  hereafter,  if  I  hnve  time  to  vmt 
it,  give  yuu  Mime  account  of  the  preseni  condition 
nf  this  tiettlement,  which  belongN  lo  a  aoriety  orgn* 
nixed,  1  believe,  partially  upon  Mr.  Owen's  plan.. 
The  site  of  the  towD   was   formerly  a   favoi 
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ndJying-point  for  the  Delaware  Indians  uutler 
th«r  chief  Monakatoocba,  whose  coiinnl-6res  once 
btszed  where  now  the  smoke  of  a  dozen  factories 
roiU  froni  the  chimneys  of  the  German  emigrant. 
What  acontrast  between  the  toilgonie  race,  whose 
clanking  mschinery  is  now  the  only  sound  that 
greets  Ibe  ear  as  you  near  the  shore,  and  the  indo- 
Jent  savage,  or  laughter-loving  Frenchman,  whi* 
mce  stalked  along  the  borders,  or  danced  over  the 
»EoiD  of  the  beautiful  river  ! 

**  How  chaD^  the  scene  tmce  meiry  Jean  Uaptisie 
•  Coddled  his  pirogue  aa  L*  Belle  Rivibre, 

I  And  from  iu  banks  lone  lone  Loyola  priest 

Echoed  the  night-song  of  the  voyageur." 

The  al^emoon  sun  shone  warmly  on  the  eastern 
Iftutk  of  the  river,  where  the  increasing  number 
f  fann-houses,  and  occasionally  a  handsome  seat 
iBlefully  planted  among  them,  with  its  hanging 
■den,  not  unfrequently  kissed  by  the  current  of 
'  river,  indicated  our  approach  to  the  city  of 
Nitsburg, — the  eastern  head  of  the  Mississippi 
lUey,  and  the  key  to  the  broad  region  bathed  by 
I  waters.  Our  course  lay  for  a  few  moments 
noog  islands  that  seemed  to  bloom  in  never- 
ring  verdure;  and  then,  as  we  escaped  from  their 
1  cincture,  tlie  tall  cliffs  of  the  Monongahela, 
blackened  by  the  numerous  furnaces  that  smoke 
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fires,  frowned     I 
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along  their  base,  and  pierced  in  various  p 
the  deep  coal-shafts  tliat  feed  their  fires,  frowned 
over  the  placid  water.  It  was  just  sunset;  and  (he 
triangular  city,  with  its  steeples  peering  through 
a  cloud  of  dense  smoke,  and  its  two  rivers,  spanned 
each  by  a  noble  bridge,  that  seem  when  thus 
viewed  a  reflection  of  each  other,  lay  before  ub. 
On  the  right,  the  calm  and  full  tide  of  the  Monon- 
gahela,  flowing  beneath  rocky  banka,  some  three 
hundred  feet  in  elevation,  was  shaded  by  the  im- 
pending height,  and  reflected  the  blaze  of  a  dozen 
furnaces  in  its  sable  bosom.  On  the  left,  the  golden 
lints  of  sunset  still  played  over  the  clear  pebbly 
wave  of  the  Alleghany,  and  freshened  ihe  white 
outbnc  of  a  long,  low-built  nunnery,  standing  on  a 
sudden  elevation  back  from  the  river.  The  dusty 
city  lay  in  the  midst,  the  bridges  springing  from 
its  centre  terminating  the  view  up  both  rivers; 
while  the  mists  of  evening  were  rapidly  closing  in 
upon  the  undulating  country  that  formed  the 
hack-ground  of  the  picture. 

Truly,  the  waters  have  here  chosen  a  lovely 
spot  for  their  meeting;  and  it  was  but  natural  that 
sudi  a  stream  a«  the  Ohio  Hhould  spring  from 
such  a  union.  Jjooking  backward  now,  I  could 
see  that  river,  like  a  young  giant  rejoicing  in  ita 
birth,  sweeping  suddenly  on  its  course,  but  1 
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ing  every  moment  among  its  green  islands,  as  if 
to  look  back  till  the  last  upon  the  home  of  its 
infancy. 

We  entered  the  Monongahela,  and  disembarked 
a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  site  of  the  old  fort 
Du  Quesne.  The  river  was  some  Iwenty.jive  feet 
lower  than  usual  j  and  giving  my  baggage  to  a 
drayman  in  attendance,  I  ascended  the  bank,  and 
soon  found  my  way  through  streets,  which,  though 
neither  broad  nor  cheerful-looking,  are  stiU  well- 
built,  to  the  Exchange  Hotel  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  town.  Here  I  am  now  housed ;  and,  after 
delivering  my  letters,  and  looking  farther  about 
place,  you  shall  have  the  result  of  my  oh- 


riiisburg,  November  lOih. 
It  was  a  bright,  bracing  autumnal  morning,  as 
I  rode  out  of  Pittsburg  with  a  party  of  geotleuien 
for  "Braddock's  Field."  Our  route  followed  the 
course  of  the  river;  sometimes  keeping  the  rich 
bottom  on  its  borders,  sotaetime»  ascending  a  hilly 
ridge.  The  height  commanded  a  wide  view  of 
the  river,  now  winding  between  steep  hills  whose 
shadows  met  as  they  slept  upon  its  quiet  boftom, 
now  expanding  into  a  small  lake  so  completely 
land-locked  that  it  seemed  to  have  no  connexion 
with  the  bright  stream  seen  flashing  through  the 
uit'adows  farther  on.  After  catching  more  than 
one  glimpse  like  this  of  the  landscape  behind  u«, 
whose  sunny  fields  contrasted  beautifully  with 
the  dense  smoke  of  Pittsburg  in  the  back-ground, 
wu  struck  into  a  rnviiu-  cutting  the  road  hitherto 
pursued  at  right  angles.  Winding  now  through 
a  deep  dingle,  where  the  path-side  was  festoone«l 
with  vines,  we  crosst-d  a  small  brook,  and  readied 
the  shore  of  the  Monoognbela  opposite  In  a  broad 
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ailuvial  flat,  whose  high  cultivalian  and  Giinny 
aspect  contrasted  vividlji  with  the  wild  and  se- 
cluded dell  from  the  mouth  of  which  we  hcheld  it. 
The  road  next  led  for  some  distance  through  a 
wood  on  the  immediate  bank  of  the  river;  and 
(hen  gaining  the  more  public  highway,  we  found 
ounielves,  aAer  passing  severid  comfortable  farm- 
houses, immediately  in  front  of  the  battle-ground. 
Il  is  cut  up  now  by  three  or  four  enclosures, — 
the  Bcld  upon  which  the  fight  was  hottest  lying 
nearly  in  the  centre,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the 
road,  and  having  its  opposite  extremity  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  river,  with  a  wooded 
flat  intervening.     Beyond  this  flat  is  tiie  ford  over 

I  which  Braddock  passed.     The  ground,  about  two 

[  hundred  yards  from  the  ford,  rises  in  a  gradual 
dope  for  some  two  hundred  yards  more,  and  then 

I  awelU  suddenly   into  a  tolerably   steep  hill,  the 

I  miDmil  of  which  may  be  half  a  mile  from  the  river. 

I  On  the  middle  slope  lies  tiie  central  field  of  action, 
which  I   have  already  alluded.     It  is  seamed 

[  with  two  shallow  ravines,  or  gullies,*  which  run 
parallel  witli  each  other  towards  the  river,  and  are 

[  about  gunshot  apvt. 

*  Tlieae  gulUet,  rrom  having  been  long  mbjected  to  the 
oon  of  lh«  plflugh,  are  now  Init  little  more  than  mere  ditehe«( 
■Be  orfour  yudi  in  breaOlb,  aiu)  as  itiaoy  fuel  in  deptli. 
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he  underwnl^^H 
3  felled  for  iSt 


In  tlieEe  ravines,  concealed  by  the  i 
and  protected  by  the  trunks  of  trees  f 
purpose,  lay  the  French  and  Indian  force.  It 
amounted,  according  to  the  best  accounts,  to  only 
five  hundred  men  ;*  and  was  commanded  by  a  sub- 
altern officer,  who  suggested  tbia  ambuscade  as  a 
desperate  expedient  to  save  Fort  du  Queane  from 
the  overwhelming  force  that  was  about  to  invest  it. 
The  road  of  Braddock  lay  immediately  between 
these  enfilading  parties. 

It  was  about  mid-day  when  be  passed  his  troopa 
over  the  river  in  detachments  of  two  hundred  and 
five  hundred,  followed  by  the  column  of  artillery, 
the  baggage,  and  tlic  main  body  of  the  army, 
commanded  by  himself  in  person.  The  latter  had 
hardly  time  to  form  upon  the  flat  below,  when  ■ 
quick  fire  in  front  told  them  that  the  two  detach- 
ments which  had  gained  the  first  slope  wcrv 
already  engaged.  They  advanced  in  double- 
quick  step  to  sustain  them  ;  but  the  whole  seven 
hundred  gave  way,  and,  falling  back  upon  the  ad- 
vancing troops,  struck  panic  and  dismay  through- 
out the  ranks  in  a  moment.  The  confusion  seemed 
for  a  while  irremediable.  Some  fired  off  their  am- 
munition without  aim  or  object;  and  otlicrs,  deaf 
to  the  commands  and  exhortations  of  their  officers, 
•  S«e  note  B. 


away  their  arms,  and  gave  themselves  up  t< 
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vith  the  disgrace,  aod  eager  to  shaine 
wir  soldiers  into  better  conduct,  the  British  of- 
iers  advanced  singly  and  in  squads  among  t)ie 
s  of  the  enemy.  They  were  slaughtered  in- 
deed like  sheep  ;  but  their  men,  whose  retreat  had 
been  partially  cut  oif  by  the  river,  rallied  at  the 
gsUing  sight.  The  cool  determination  of  young 
Washington,  who  had  already  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him,  and  his  clothes  pierced  with  bullets, 
imparted  some  steadiness  to  their  feelings,  and 
they  seemed  ready  to  protract  the  fight  to  the  best 
advantage.  The  madness  of  Braddock,  however, 
whose  weak  mind  took  lire  at  the  idea  of  receiving 
a  lesson  from  a  provincial  youth  of  three-snd- 
iveoty,  destroyed  every  remaining  chance  of  suc- 
reis.  He  insisred  upon  his  men  forming  on  the 
spot,  and  advancing  in  regular  platoon  against  an 
enemy  which  none  of  them  could  see.  Line  after 
line,  they  would  hardly  attain  a  pace  between  the 
|>4tta)  ravines  before  they  would  be  mowed  down 
■  grass.  But  their  courage  was  now  up;  and 
lough  broken,  and  in  some  disorder,  they  at- 
upled  with  courageous  pertinacity  to  secure 
step  they  gained,  by  protecting  themselves 
^ind  the  trees,  and  returning  the  murderous  fire 


of  the  foe  after  his  own  fashion.  The  mili 
coxcomb  who  commanded  this  ill-fated  band  would 
not  hear  of  this.  He  stamped,  raved,  and  swore, 
called  his  men  cowards,  and  struck  them  with  his 
sword.  In  the  mean  time,  an  evolution  was  being 
executed  in  another  part  of  the  field,  which  might 
yet  have  turned  the  fate  of  the  day.  Capt.  Wag- 
goner, of  the  Virginia  forces,  pushed  his  fine 
corps,  consisting  of  eighty  men,  beyond  the  voice 
of  his  besotted  commander,  to  the  summit  of  the 
hill,  with  the  loss  of  only  three  men  in  running 
the  fearful  gauntlet  to  attain  that  position.  A 
fallen  tree  here  protected  his  brave  little  force,  and 
enabled  him  to  rake  the  ravines,  which  lay  at  right 
angles  tu  his  natural  breastwork,  to  great  advan- 
tage. But  the  Virginians  were  mistaken  by  their 
English  friends  below  for  a  new  enemy,  and  fired 
upon  so  furiously,  that  they  were  compelled  to 
retreat  from  their  position  with  the  loss  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  corps  killed  by  their  misguided  com- 
rades. Thus  was  the  strife  protracted  for  nearly 
three  hours;  when  the  fall  of  Braddock,  after  losing 
hcven  hundred  men  and  forly  officers,  put  an  end 
(o  the  blind  conflict.  Fifteen  hundreti  men,  being 
thrice  the  number  of  the  enemy,  escaped  to  tell 
the  havoc  of  the  day,  and  spread  constcmatum 
and  horror  throughout  the  province. 
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The  military  chest  of  the  British,    coDtaioiiig 
S6,000/.  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  as  did 
likewise  an  extensive  train  of  artillery,  with  amniu- 
■ution  and  provisions  to  a  large  amount.     Among 
thoae  who   perished   on    tliis  disastrous  occasion 
were.  Sir  William  Shirley,  a  son  of  the  Governor  of 
New-York,  and  Sir  Peter  Halket,  with  one  of  his 
s,  and  other  ofBcers  of  disluiction  or  promise. 
Juhn  St.  Clair  and  Lieut. -Colonel  Gage,  after- 
vard   well  known  in  our   revolutionary  history, 
among  the  wounded.      Many  of  the  officers 
fell  at  the  first  onset;  but  Braddock  himself  had 
advanced  some  distance  up  the  hill  when  he  re- 
ved  the  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died  a  day 
or  two  afterward.     The  stump  of  the  tree  against 
ihich  he  leaned  after  being  struck  is  still  pointed 
nt  in  a  wheat-field  above  the  highway.     He  was 
irried  off  by  the  flying  troops,  and  dying  with 
lany  others  on  the  march,  was  buried  beneath 
le  road  over  which  his  men  were  retreating. 
The  Letters  of  Horace  Walpole,  recently  pub- 
.ed,  hare  thrown  a  light  upon  Braddock's  cha- 
;ter  that  should   put  an  end  nt  once  to  all  the 
bearance  hitherto  exercised  in  commenting  upon 
I  share  in   this  bloody  transaction.     The  mid- 
lines of  the  hot  and  misguided,  but  high-bred 
and  gallant  soldier,  were  to  be  touched  upon  with 
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lenity :  the  selfish  rashness  and  utter  desthutioa 
of  uiilitary  capacity  of  the  broken-down  gamliler 
should  be  stigmatized  as  they  deserve.  Yet  it 
is  not  from  Walpole  alone  that  we  learn  what 
a  presumptuous  blockhead  England  sent  hither 
to  mend  hia  ruined  fortunes  at  the  risk  of  the 
best  blood  in  the  country ;  for,  though  history 
has  dealt  so  leniently  with  his  character,  the  re- 
cords of  those  times  painl  the  man  in  his  true 
colours :  and  so  gross  was  his  ignorance,  and  so 
offensive  his  pride,  that  he  seems  to  have  been 
hated  and  despised  from  the  moment  he  assumed 
the  command  of  the  forces  destined  hither.  The 
interest  with  which  I  viewed  the  battle-grouod 
has  kept  mc  all  the  morning  looking  over  a  mass 
of  documents  relating  to  those  times,  and,  as  they 
are  still  before  me,  I  am  'tempted  to  make  more 
than  one  extract.  "We  have  a  general,"  writes 
the  brave  and  accomplished  Sir  William  Shirley, 
fxpm  the  camp  at  Cumberland,  to  his  friend  Go- 
vernor Morris,  at  Philadelphia — "  We  have  a  gi^ 
neral  most  judiciously  chosen  for  being  di5qua)i> 
fied  for  the  service  he  is  employed  in,  in  almost 
every  respect.  1  am  greatly  disgusted  at  seeing 
an  expedition  {as  it  is  called)  so  ill-concerted  ori- 
ginally in  England,  so  ill-ap])ointed,  and  so  im- 
properly conducted  Mnce  in  America.     I  shall  be 
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vjr  bappy  to  have  to  retract  hereafter  what  I 
tare  sail],  and  euhmit  to  be  censured  as  moody 
apprehensive.     I  hope,  my  dear  Morris,  to 

pipend  a  tolerable  winter  with  you  at  Pliiladel- 
phia."  Poor  Shirley  !  he  never  saw  that  winter. 
He  was  shot  through  the  brain  at  the  very  com- 
mencement  of  the  battle. 

There  is  a  lively  comment  on  this  letter  in  the 
well-known  reply  of  Braddock  to  the  prudent 
suggestions  of  Washington,  previous  to  the  battle, 
when  be  urged  his  commanding  officer  to  push  an 
adranced  guard  into  the  wood  before  his  main 
body: — "By  G — d,  sir,  these  are  high  times, 
when  a  British  general  is  to  take  counsel  from 
a  Virginia  buckskin !" 

The  speech  of  an  Indian  chief  before  the  council 
of  Pennsylvania,  preserved  among  the  state  re- 
cords at  Harrisburg,  offers  an  illustration  still 
more  striking.  "Brothers,"  said  the  sagacious 
ally  of  the  colonists,  "  it  is  well  known  to  you  how 
unhappily  we  have  been  defeated  by  the  French  on 
Monongahela  :  we  must  let  you  know  that  it  was 
all  of  the  pride  and  ignorance  of  that  great  general 
that  came  from  England.  He  is  now  dead  ;  but 
be  wa&  a  bad  man  when  he  was  alive.  He  looked 
upon  UG  as  dogs,  and  would  never  hear  anything 

,  lliat  was  said  to  him.     We  often  endeavoured  to 


advise  him,  and  to  tell  him  of  the  danger  h 
with  his  soldiers  ;  but  he  never  appeared  pleased 
with  us,  and  that  was  the  reason  that  a  greal 
many  of  our  warriors  left  him,  and  would  not  be 
under  his  coramand.  Brothers,  we  advise  you  not 
to  give  up  the  point,  though  we  have  in  a  measure 
been  chastised  from  above.  But  let  us  unite  our 
strengtii.  You  are  very  uunierous,  and  all  the 
governors  along  your  eastern  shores  can  raise  men 
enough.  Don't  let  those  that  come  over  the  great 
seas  be  concerned  any  more.  They  are  unfit  to 
fight  in  the  woods.  Let  us  go  by  ourselves — itw 
that  come  out  of  this  ground.  We  may  be  assured 
to  conquer  the  French."  The  military  counsel 
and  support  of  this  intrepid  and  high-souled  chief- 
tain would  have  been  heard  at  least,  even  if  it  did 
not  prevail,  in  the  camp  of  Napoleon.  Does  it  not 
make  you  indignant  to  think  how  it  was  trampled 
upon  and  insulted  by  such  a  creature  as  Brad- 
dock  p  Ooe  would  have  thought  that  the  insolent 
spirit  of  the  London  debaucheu  would  have  felt 
rebuked  into  nothingness  before  the  genius  of  the 
warrior  of  the  woods.  But  let  the  man  rest ;  he 
hod  that  one  virtue  to  which  all  weak  minds  bow 
— courage.  And  so  had  the  Hessians,  that  in  n 
subsequent  war  were  bought  to  tight  against  in 
for  sixpence  a  day.     May  wc  rather  meet,  a 
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SDd  again,  such  brave  mercenaries  in  battle,  than 
be  maTsbdled  once  to  the  fight  by  a  leader  whom 
even   valour  cannot   shelter  front  deserved  con- 
,  tempt ! 

VV'The  field  of  this  celebrated  action  presents,  of 
Bjtvurse,  a  very  diffi^rent  appearance  from  what  it 
did  when  Braddock's  followers  were  here  hunted 
through  the  forest.     It  is,  however,  but  a  few 
years  since  the  wood  was  cut  from  the  side-hill, 
and  traces  of  the  confKct  are  still  occasionally  dis- 
covered in  the  grove  along  the  margin  of  the  river 
[_tldow.     I  was  told,  too,  that  bones  and  bullets, 
fah  rusted  knives,  haichets,  and  bayonets,  were 
metiuies  even  yet  turned  up  by  the  plough  on 
t  spot  where  the  6ght  was  bpttest.     The  central 
telusure  was  cleared  about  eeventeen  years  since. 
t  was  heavily  timbered  at  the  time;  and  they  tell 
b  the  neighbourhood  that  the  teeth  of  the  saws  in 
mills  adjacent  were  coDttnually  broken  upon 
bialls  imbedded  in  the  ancient  trees.     Quan- 
itie«  af  human  bones  and  rust-eaten  weapons  ore 
1  to  have  been  found  beneath  the  surface  of  the 
when  the  plough  first  invaded  this  memorable 
I   picked   up  a  bone  myself,  which   my 
tone's   hoof  disengaged  from  tlie   soil ;   but  my 
kill  in  anatomy  not  being  sufficient  to  determine 
jVbpthcr  it  was  even  human  or  not,  I  returned  the 
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mouldering  relic  to  the  dust,  of  which  it  was  ra- 
pidly becoming  a  part.  It  was  ao  animated  and 
interesting  hour's  amusement,  after  our  party  had 
taken  down  the  intermediate  fmces,  which  were 
loo  high  to  clear,  to  gallop  over  the  whole  battle- 
ground,  and  survey  it  from  every  point.  A  pret- 
tier  spot  to  fight  on  never  greeted  the  eye  of  a 
soldier.  The  undulations  of  the  field  are  just  (uf. 
ficient  to  exercise  a  nice  military  diticri  mi  nation  in 
the  choice  of  position,  while  the  ground  is  yet  so 
little  broken  that  cavalry  might  act  on  any  pari 
of  it  to  advantage.  The  centre  of  the  battle-field 
would  command  a  fine  view  of  the  river,  wer«  but 
a  vista  or  two  cut  in  the  wood  below ;  and  even 
now  it  offers  a  beautiful  site  for  a  private  re«. 
deuce,  and  would,  with  the  lauds  adjacent,  make 
a  noble  park.  There  are  a  few  superb  oaks  still 
standing  at  the  foot  of  the  slope,  which  might  con- 
stitute a  lawn,  and — what  must  enhance  the  value 
of  the  place  with  all  faithful  ghost-believers  and 
pious  lovers  of  the  marvellous — the  dim  form  of 
the  red  savage,  with  the  ghastly  spectre  of  his 
pallid  victim  slirinkinj^lx-foreit,  it  is  said,  may  be 
seen  gliding  at  times  among  these  hoary  trunks. 
The  exorcising  light  of  noon  must  perversely 
shone  down  among  (hera  while  I  lingered    near 
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the  spot ;  but  1  could  fancy  that  the  November 
wind  which  sighed  among  their  branches  was 
chargetl  at  times  with  a  wailing  sound,  such — such, 
in  fact,  aa  an  orthodox  tree  in  a  perfect  state  of 
health  would  never  make  of  its  own  accord. 

Returning  home,  one  of  the  party  proposed 
ntopping  at  a  gentleman's  house  in  the  vicinity, 
where  a  number  of  articles  picked  up  from  the 
field  were  said  to  be  collected.  Not  a  soul  of  us 
knew  the  proprietor  of  the  establishment ;  and  it 
would  have  amused  you  to  see  the  effect  produced 
upon  its  inmates, — whom  I  soon  ascertained  to  be 
a  large  collection  of  boarding-school  young  ladies, 
^by  our  formidable  descent  upon  the  premises. 
We  were  asked  into  a  handsome  parlour,  and  in 
about  fifteen  minutes  our  host  appeared.  A  gen- 
tleman of  our  number,  whose  western  frankness  of 
manner  made  him  the  most  suitable  spokesman  at 
njch  an  awkward  meeting,  opened  the  prelimi- 
Dsries,  and  apologizing  for  our  unceremonious 
totruiion,  revealed  our  character  as  relic-hunlers. 
J  The  stranger  host,  overlooking  the  absence  of 
f  sandal  shoon  and  scallop  shell,"  welcomed  us  at 
i  with  the  same  politeness  that  pilgrims  have 
Iver  received  in  civilized  countries,  and  regretting 
tal  he  had  not  even  a  remnant  to  swear  by — not 
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■o  atom  of  a  rdio — sent  ua  home  lo  our  supper 
witli  appetites  coaaderabljr  bhupened  by  the  dis- 
sppoiDtment. 

Returning,  I  ilirerged  irilli  one  of  ike  ctuapmjr 
from  the  direct  road  a  little,  to  take  a  look  at  tbe 
United  States*  arsenal.  It  lies  on  the  hanki  of  ibe 
All^hany,  and  coo&istfr,  together  with  the  officftV 
qintfters,  of  a  omnber  of  handsome  brick  build- 
nigs,  painted  cream-calour,  and  so  smuiged  with 
regard  to  each  other  as  that,  in  connexioa  with 
the  improred  grounds  adjacent,  they  make  quite 
a  handsome  appearance. 

It  was  nearly  dork  when  we  got  fairly  tnio 
town,  where  the  dust  and  smoke,  with  the  rattling 
of  drays  along  the  streets  returning  from  their 
day's  work  to  the  Euburbs,  remimk-d  me  twt  a 
little  of  my  own  bustling  rity  at  nigbt<£dl.  There 
is  one  sound,  however,  in  tbe  streets  of  Pittsburg) 
which  utterly  forbids  a  stranger  mistaking  then 
fur  those  of  anv  other  town  on  the  continent — it  is 
the  ceaseless  din  of  the  steam-engines.  Every 
mechanic  here,  of  any  pretension,  has  one  of  these 
Iremeodoufi  joumeytnen  at  work  in  hi»  eslaUish- 
ment.  They  may  be  purchased  for  what  would 
be  the  price  of  a  pair  of  horses  in  New -York ;  and 
It  roiu  a  mere  trifle  to  keep  them  in  fuel.  Three 
machinei  must  do  th«  work  of  a  great  many  thou- 
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Mad  men  at  PIttdKirg ;  uid  though  I  am  hanlly 
mdi  a  friend  of  uDiTersal  suffrage  as  to  think 
that  these  substitutes  for  men  ought  to  be  repre- 
wntcd  in  the  legislature,  yet,  upon  my  word,  they 
ifaould  always  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
eccbnattog  the  populatioo  of  the  place  which  their 
industrioiH  labour  renders  so  flourishing. 


'*  proud  deeds  tbat 


have  done." 
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LETTER  Vin. 


Pitlsbuig,  Nov.  9- 
Theke  is  no  place  in  the  Western  L-ountiy 
which  can  more  justly  boast  of  its  small  begin- 
niogs,  its  rapid  but  solid  growth,  and  its  futUR 
greatness,  than  this.  It  is  about  seventy  ynn 
since  General  Washington,  then  a  young  man  of 
two-and-twenty,  was  despatched  by  Governor  Din- 
widdle, of  Virginia,  to  the  French  commander  on 
Le  Boeuf  (near  Eric),  to  demand  that  he  should 
desist  from  aggression  upon  the  British  frontier. 
The  young  officer,  on  his  return  down  the  Al- 
leghany, upon  a  raff  made  uitli  tomahawks,  wu 
wrecked  with  a  single  Indian  attendant  on  an 
island  near  the  present  city  of  Pittsburg.  The 
situation  of  the  point  of  land  formed  by  **  ibe 
forks  of  the  Ohio"  at  nnce  cuuglit  his  military 
eye;  and  crossing  on  the  ice  in  the  morning,  be 
examined  the  position  with  sufficient  miiiutcncn 
to  impress  his  commander  with  its  im)mrtanct. 
The  spot  was  soon  after  taken  poswssion  of  by 
a  small  colonial  force,  which  in  1754  was  ( 
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iJiapersed  by  the  formidable  descent  of  the  French 
under  Contrecoeur.  Ue  came  with  a  thousand 
men  at  bis  back,  and  floated  various  munitions 
of  war,  among  which  were  eighteen  pieces  of  can- 
ion,  in  three  hundred  and  sixty  canoes,  down  the 
Atl^hany.  The  first  blow  was  struck  of  the  old 
French  war,  which  lost  France  all  her  possessions 
east  of  tfae  Mississippi,  Contrecosur  inlrenched 
Ums^  upon  the  spot,  and  the  bloody  annals  of 
Fort  Du  Quesne  received  their  first  notoriety  from 
(his  bold  invader. 

Thirty  years  afterward,  the  place,  now  become 
known  as  Fort  Pitt,  began  to  assume  commercial 
tmportance  from  the  Indian  fur-trade  then  carried 
I  with  vigour  from  this  point.  An  increase  of 
pulatinn  ensued ;  the  extensive  coal-beds  lu  the 
eJnity  began  (o  be  appreciated ;  they  indicated 
prodigious  manufacturing  resources  of  the 
ring  town  of  Pittsburg.  The  adjacent  country 
rapidly  peopled,  and  it  was  soon  the 
ricultural  depot  for  the  rich  region  on  this 
;  of  the  AlleghaiiicB.  The  genius  of  Fulton 
i  at  once  the  rising  fortunes  of  Pittsburg, 
1  gave  her  a  market  for  her  overflowing  pro- 
Ktione. 

ituated  two  thousand  miles  from  New-Orleans, 
f  the  aid  of  steam  she  supplies  the  whole  of  the 
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iiitcrmeJialc  region  with  hardware,  machinery, 
and  cullerj."  But  it  is  not  for  this  manufacture 
alone  that  PittQburg,  though  often  called  the 
"  Birmingham  of  America,"  is  celebrated.  Her 
exteusive  glass-worka  are  well  known  even  beyond 
the  Alleghanies ;  and  this  fragile  production  of  her 
workshops  6iids  its  way  alike  to  the  borders  of 
Lake  Erie  and  of  the  Atlantic,  and  may  be  met 
in  the  elegant  mansions  of  Baltimore  and  the  re* 
mute  shantees  of  the  Arkansaw. 

The  timber-trade  is  another  great  feature  in 
the  business  relations  of  Pittsburg:  the  boards 
and  scantling  measured  within  the  city  in  1830 
aniounttd  to  more  than  five  millions  of  feet ;  of 
this  a  great  deal  was  IJoattd  down  the  branches  of 
the  Allefjhany  River  from  the  south-western  couti- 
ties  of  New-York.  The  romantic  hills  of  Cha- 
lauque  county  supply  not  a  few  of  the  stately 
trunks  which,  after  being  hewn  into  shape  at 
Pilthburg,  subsequently  float  the  varied  pruduelt 
of  Northern  industry  through  many  a  stranger 
climate  to  the  rich  markets  of  Louisiana.  You 
will  not  wonder,  therefore,  that  the  freight  ei- 


*  Dloom-iron,  1  ua  told,  to  brougbl  hither  for  ni 
Hom  Oie  forgts  on  the  Junintu,  from  TcnneMie,  Kenlucky,  and 
Miuouri;  and  cunuacu  arc  fiequenllj  rottde  Ibi  thirly-«i|ltf 
dollnrt  per  Ion  Id  tuke  the  bloomi  Bi  St.  Louis  md  retina  thoa 
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from   Pittsburg    in    1830   amounted    (» 
'arda  of  18,000  tons,  its  imports  for  the  same 
■  being  more  than  14,000  tons.     The  city  is 
w,  with  its  adjacent  villages,  the  third  in  popu- 
lation, wealth,  and  importance  in  the  Mississippi 
valley.       Next    to    its    admirable    situation,     the 
flourishing  condition  of  the  place  ia  no  doubt  to 
be  mainly  attributed  to  the  inexhaustible  quan- 
tities of  fiue  bituminous  coal  which  may  be  had 
(or  the  digging  in  all  the  adjacent  bills      Pitts- 
borg  is,  however,  indebted  to  the  character  of  her 
ply  settlers  for  her  present  eminence ;  they  were 
iefiy  mechanics,  enterprising,  industrious,  prac- 
men ;    the   improvements   they  commenced 
r  based  upon  utility,  and  every  path  of  trade 
Ky  struck  out  led  to  some  immediate  and  tan- 
tble  good.     The  result  shows  itself  in  one  of  the 
tubstantial  andflouri)<hing,  but  least  elegant, 
on  the  continent.     The  site  of  the  town  I 
HlTe  already  described  to  you  as  one  of  the  mo^t 
Mutiful  that   can   be   imagined.     The  want  of 
Muty  in  the  place  itself  is  to  be  attributed  en- 
rely  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is  laid  out ;  fur 
streets,  though  by  no  means  wide,  are  well 
I  substantially  built  upon  with  brick  t,  and  a 
1  of  yellow  freestone  found  in  the  vicinity 
k  coming  into  use,  which,  for  elegance  as  a  build- 
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ing-oiatGrial,  is  not  surpassed  by  marble  itself. 
The  great  defect  in  the  town  is  the  total  wanl 
of  public  squares,  and,  indeed,  of  an  agree- 
able promenade  of  any  kind ;  this  is  the  more 
remarkable,  I  miglit  almost  say  provoking,  as 
Pittsburg  boasts  of  one  spot  which,  )f  converted 
into  a  public  place,  would,  from  the  view  it  com- 
mands, be  unrivalled  by  anything  of  the  kind  id 
the  Union,  unless  it  be  the  Battery  of  New- 
York.  I  allude  to  a  triangidar  piece  of  ground, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  two  rivers,  at  the  end 
of  the  town.  It  is  the  site  of  the  old  forts,  and 
commands  the  first  view  of  the  Ohio,  and  the 
finest  of  its  waters  I  have  yet  seen  ;  the  prospect 
I  have  described  to  you  in  a  former  letter.  Hftd 
but  the  ancient  fortifications  been  preserved,  this 
would  have  been  one  of  the  most  inleresting  spots 
upon  the  continent  :  of  Fort  l>u  Quesne  there 
ri;mains  now  but  a  small  mound,  containing  per- 
hope  a  couple  of  loads  of  earth ;  Fort  Pitt  may 
be  more  easily  traced ;  part  of  three  bastiotu, 
about  brenst-high,  stand  within  different  jirivatr 
enclosures,  and  a  piece  of  the  curtain,  which  within 
a  few  years  was  in  complete  preservation,  way 
still  he  discovered  among  the  piles  of  lumber  in  a 
steam  saw-mill  yard.    The  commandant's  quarten, 


REMAINS   OF   THE   FORT. 


79 


■teep-roofctt  brick  dwelliDg  in  the  form  of  » 
,  is,  howeii-er,  the  001^  perfect  remiuiiit 
<dd  miiilaiT  structttres.  I  expected  to 
Mve  H«n  the  magKziiie  of  the  fort,  which  I  was 
told  was  an  admirable  piece  of  inuoDiy,  sod  stfU 
endured  in  the  shape  of  a  porter-cellar ;  bul,  upon 
•rriviiig  at  the  spot  where  it  had  stood  but  a  few 
weeks  beforei  a  pile  of  rough  stones  >'as  all  that 
■e  could  discover  In  a  country  Uke  ourSt  where 
•o  few  SQtiquities  meet  the  eye,  it  is  mtJancholy 
to  ace  these  interesting  femnants  thus  destroyed, 
and  the  very  landmarks  where  they  stood  effaced 
tor  ever.  Occasionally,  loo,  the  works,  of  which 
every  vestige  is  thus  painfully  obliterated,  were, 
(Specially  when  erected  by  the  French,  of  a  pecu- 
liarly striking  character.  The  French  «igineen, 
pho  Gret  introduced  the  art  of  fortification  into 
»  country,  were  of  the  school  of  Vauban ;  and 
eodaring  monuments  they  raised  were  not 
i  noble  proofs  of  their  skill,  than  were  the 
s  aelected  of  their  high  military  discernment. 
,  There  is  yet  another  place  in  Pittsburg  which 
t  some  future  day  should  be  appropriated  as  a 
Kibbc  square;  a  triangular  bluff,  about  one  hun- 
dred feet  high,  stretches  like  a  huge  promontory 
far  iDto  the  luwn,  and  overlooks  the  whole  place. 
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The  Pittsburgers,  however,  I  fear,  are  more)j 
upon  increasing  their  "fathers'  store"  tliaa  at 
beautifying  the  favoured  spot  in  which  they  dwell; 
and  it  requires  all  the  coidial  hospitality  of  the 
place  to  reconcile  a  stranger  to  the  few  city  im- 
provements he  sees  going  forward  in  a  commu' 
nity  so  pre-eminent  for  its  individual  enterprise. 
The  place  is  well  supplied  with  water.  It  is 
pumped  up  from  the  Alleghany  by  a  steam- 
engine  into  a  large  open  basin,  situated  on  an 
eminence  known  as  Grant's  Hill,  from  the  signal 
defeat  of  that  rash  but  gallant  officer  at  its  base 
during  the  old  French  war.  From  this  ample 
reservoir  pipes  conduct  the  fluid  to  every  part  of 
the  city.  A  large  Gothic  cathedral  is  now  about 
to  be  erected  near  the  water-works. 

You  remember  Grant's  fight,  as  described  by 
Hall  in  his  beautiful  Western  Sketches.  Grant 
bivouacked  beneath  the  hill  now  called  after  him ; 
and  ordering  his  reyeille  to  beat  at  dawn,  the 
French  and  Indians  charged  upon  him  to  the 
sound  of  his  own  trutnpets,  and  cut  his  troops  to 
pieces.  His  force,  I  Ijelieve,  consisted  chiefly  of 
Highlanders.  The  akeleton  of  a  young  ufliccr, 
with  gold  in  his  pocket  and  marks  of  rank  about 
his  person,  was  turned  up  in  a  field  not  far  dis- 
tant,  a   few   years   since.     A   western   poet   has 


grant's  grave.  Si 

iisMnorated  the  Incident  in  some  verses,  amoii^ 
are  the  foUomitig  simple  lines : — 

"  Ooe  Highland  oBicei  that  bloody  daj 
Retreated  up  the  AJleghany  side; 
Wouodtd  aod  bint,  he  raiued  his  tangled  way. 
And  ntar  itt  nnilers  laid  him  down  and  died. 

Twaj  in  a  fiinow  uf  a  study  swell  ^  y 

Which  oYtriooki  the  clear  aud  pebbled  wave; 

Shrouded  in  leaves,  none  found  him  where  be  k\l,  '^''^• 
And  moulderiog  nature  gare  the  youth  n  grave. 

Lost  year  a  ploii(;h  passed  o'ec  the  quiet  spot. 

And  htought  to  light  frail  vesljges  of  him 
^^  hose  uiiluiown  (ate  perhaps  is  not  foigol, 

And  All]  with  horror  yet  a  tislei's  dream." 

)lOo  the  dde  of  the  hill  is  a  place  still  pointed 
it  aa  "  Grant's  grave.'"  I  know  not  why  it 
dhould  be  thus  designated  however ;  for  I  believe 
that  tlie  worthy  colonel,  who  afterward  served 
in  the  British  army  diiring  the  Revolution,  never 
returned  tii  lay  his  Ixiues  in  a  spot  where  the 
spiriu  of  Ms  rashly  sacrificed  soldiers  might  have 
made  him  uneasy  in  his  grave.  There  is  a  more 
authentic  tomb  on  the  western  bank  of  tlie  Al- 
leghany :  it  is  the  last  resting-place  of  an  Indian, 
who,  as  tradition  avers,  seeing  "  Helen's  beauty 
ID  a  brow  of  Egypt,"  shot  himself  for  love! — 
instance  of  intense  regard— of  passionate de- 
e5 
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votion  to  woman,  which  most  writers  upon  Indian 
character  would  have  ua  believe  could  never  ex- 
hibit itself  in 

*■  Tlic  stoic  of  the  woods," 

The  walks  and  rides  in  the  environs  of  Pitts- 
burg are  rendered  interesting  by  a  variety  of  ob- 
jects) besides  the  fine  scenery  through  which  they 
lead.  A  description  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal, 
which  flows  on  an  aqueduct  over  the  All^hany, 
and,  passing  through  a  tunnel  of  a  few  yards  id 
length,  locks  into  the  Monongahela,  on  the  oppo- 
site *ide  of  the  city,  would  furnish  you  with  no 
newer  ideas  than  a  descriplion  of  any  other  canal. 
The  Nunnervt  which  is  also  one  of  ihe  lions  of 
the  neighbourhood,  1  have  not  hitherto  had  fto 
opportunity  lo  visit ;  and  "  Braddock'a  field" 
you  have  already  in  a  letter  by  itself;  so,  haviog 
now  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  town — with  its  com- 
pact brick  dwelUngn,  dingy  with  coal-smoke ;  its 
natural  wharfs,  where  ihe  Ohio  rises  twenty- 
five  feet;  U*  gravelly  banks,  lined  with  slean- 
boats  and  river-craft,  and  hustling  with  busipcM 
operations  upon  the  most  extensive  scale  —  you 
must  follow  me  in  my  ride  of  this  morning  along 
the  Monongahela. 

The  fog  and  eual-smoke  together  rendered  ibe 
atmosphere  so  thick,  even  after  crossing  the 
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Iter  the  river  to  a  straggling  village  opposiie, 

tat  I  verily   believe  it   was  ouly  the  dazzliug 

ifkle  of  a  pair  of  queen-like  eyes,  marshalling 

t  through  the  gUram,  that  enabled  uie  to  ascend 

opposite  height   with    safety.     Leaving   the 

of  the  party  far   behind,   I  followed  their 

beautiful  and   high-spirited  owner  up  a  winding 

p4ih,   where  our   horses,   after   sinking  to  their 

_- flocks  ID  the  cUyey  soil,  would  xlip  half  a  pace 

Hp^kwArd  at  every  step,  and  guined  at  last  an 

^■lleTatioii  nearly  five  hundred  feet  above  ihe  level 

^bf  the  river,  where,  to  my  surprise,  instead  of  a 

^DIKideii  descent  upon  the  opposite  side,  the  emi- 

^■neaee  continued  rising  in  a  Buccesniun  of  fertile 

fields,  until  the  last  green  slope  was  terminated 

by  a  distant   wood.     We  rode   along   the  edge 

of  tbe  precipice  for  a  mile  or  two ;  and  from  the 

Uale  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  side  towards  the 

r^tOWD,   you  can    conceive   nothing   more    singular 

an  the  effi-ct  of  the  scene  iielow.     Imagine  yoiir- 

f  standing  on  Weehawk  Height,  with  your  own 

f  brought  immediately  beneath  your  feet,  the 

Kile  landscape  bright  and  clear  above,  and  a 

wd  ao  impervious  below  that  not  an  object  can 

1  discerned  at  five  yards'  distance.     The  gulf 

ms  uitfalhomable.     The  hoarse  jar  of  machinery 

mes  upon  the  car  like  the  groans  of  a  nether 
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world;  and  the  lurid  flame  which  ever  and  anon 
shoots  from  some  fLirnace  alhwart  the  gloom  showt 
like  the  penal  element  itself.  But  now  ihe  noon- 
day sun  has  pierced  into  that  murky  glen, — (he 
fog  begins  to  rise,  —  a  gilded  spire  glances  here 
and  there  in  the  broad  sunshine,  and  some  tail 
headland  stands  greenly  out  from  the  silver  veil 
that  wraps  its  base;  the  banner  from  yonder 
arsenal  floats  gaily  forth  in  the  warm  air,  aiid,  a« 
the  flaky  mist  rolls  more  rapidly  up  the  river, 
begins  to  stream  upon  the  freshening  bree/e.  The 
rivers  themselvea  can  now  be  traced  far  away,  with 
many  a  dewy  island  stealing  out  one  by  one  upon 
their  bosom.  Beneath,  a  bustling  cily  se«ma  as 
if  it  had  sprung  at  once  to  life,  while  the  quiet 
farm-houses  slouly  appear  upon  the  sleeping  iieUs 
beyond. 

This  single  view  is  worth  a  journey  to 
burg. 

I  took  an  opportunity^  while  a  lady  of  the  party 
slopped  to  visit  a  pensioner  in  a  cottage  by  the 
road-side,  to  examine  a  coal-pit  just  beneath  (he 
brow  of  the  hill.  Dismounting  on  a  Mnall  plat- 
form fome  two  hundred  feet  above  the  river,  from 
which  a  railway  empties  the  coal  into  the  coke- 
kilns  upon  its  bank,  and  the  freight-boats  upiia  tbc 
shore,  I  entered  an  ajicrture  in  llie  rock,  ftbouti|i 
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ight  and  four  in  bresdtb.     A  guide  pre- 

led  me  with  a  candle,   and  after  penetnttof 

ler  hi»  escort  a  few  hundred  yards,  I  turned 

to  explore  «oiDe  of  the  adjacent  thafts :  they 

;e  the  streets  of  one  main  avenue, — the  Teins 

if  a  grand  arlery,  which,  after  winding  through 

the  body  of  the  hill  for  tlie  distance  of  half  a  mile, 

fiods  its  way  again  to  the  light.     In  one  of  tiwee 

iBvemous  passages,  in  a  ledge  of  the  roek,  lay  a 

eping  man ;  the  water  trickling  from  the  black 

lis  around  was  the  only  sound  to  disturb  bjs 

imbers ;  a  long-«icked  candle  stuck  in  a  crevice 

trre  h'w  head,  shining  over  thickly -matted  locks, 

d  features  begrimed  with  coal-dust,  revealed  a 

ire  of  gigantic  mould.     The  mattock  on  which 

■  ponderous  arm  repused  told  that  it  was  ooly 

miner  at  hia  noonday  nap ;  but  he  might  have 

mistaken,  by  one  conting  suddenly  upon  his 

bgular  place  of  repose,  for  a  slumbering  Titan, 

iho,  iboogh   pent  within   such   narrow  confines, 

^ht  ret  fchake  the  mountain  piled  upon  him  to 

>  base. 

Our  route  now,  after  leading  still  farther  along 
e  height,  commanding  at  every  step  some  new 
rw  of  the  town  and  the  adjacent  country,  with 
e  three  rivers  seaming  ita  bosom,  struck  at  last 
to  a  6ne  wood,  and  then  descending  suddenly 
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into  a  romantic  dell,  followed  a  small  stream  which 
soon  led  us  back  to  the  Ohio.  Here,  again,  might 
be  traced  a  display  of  French  taste,  which,  when 
the  fabric  was  entire,  must  have  been  esccedingly 
beautiful.  It  was  the  remains  of  a  mill-dam  con- 
structed by  the  officers  of  Fort  Du  Quesne,  ac- 
cording to  the  most  approved  rules  of  the  time, 
like  B  perfect  forlificittion;  a  part  of  the  curtain, 
with  traces  of  some  of  the  baetions,  yet  reward  the 
eye  of  the  curious.  At  the  mouth  of  the  glen  wt 
paused  to  look  at  a  salt-factory;  and  then  crossing  a 
bridge  over  the  brook,  we  passed  by  a  steel-factory 
and  several  coke-kilns,  situated  along  the  base  of 
the  cliff  from  the  summit  of  which  I  had  recenllgi 
looked  down  upon  and  admired  the  scene  b<?l<n 

The  embouchure  of  the  MonongaheU  i 
hand,  and  stepping  on  board  of  a  small  hors^-boal 
at  the  point  where  that  river  loses  itself  in  the 
Ohio,  I  soon  terminated  on  the  opposite  side  one 
of  the  most  delightful  rides  I  can  recollect  to  have 
taken. 


STAGE-COACH    COMPANIONS. 


LETTER  IX. 

Cl«aveliiud,  Ohio,  Not.  15. 
I  TOOE  my  passage  in  the  stage-coach  for  this 
plwe  esrlj  in  the  eveniiig  three  days  since ;  and 
haviag  al  a  laic  hour  hade  adieu  to  more  than  one 
wlHne  fricndhhip  I  trusit  will  not  be  the  less  en- 
during that  it  was  made  in  so  brief  a  space  of 
lime,  retired  to  my  chamber  to  cati-h  a  nap  before 
my  rooming's  ride.  The  clock  was  striking  three 
when  at  the  call  of  the  porter  I  rose  and  descended 
to  the  bar-room.  The  attentive  landlord,  himself 
h  wailing,  was  rtiminaling  before  a  large  coal- 
fire;  and  stretched  upon  the  floor  in  a  corner  lay 
the  tired  domestic,  who,  having  just  fulfilled  a 
part  of  his  duly  in  awakening  the  various  passeo- 
gers,  was  catching  a  dog  nap  before  the  stage- 
coach should  drive  to  the  door.  The  flavour  of 
last  night's  potations  still  hung  around  the  scene 
of  so  many  it/mpoita,  and  the  fragrance  of  more 
than  one  recently  smoked  cigar  stole,  charged  with 
the  aroma  of  whiskey,  upor  the  senses.  Cold  as 
it  was,    I   was  not   sorry  to   snulf  a   less   scented 
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atmosphere,  as  each  stage  that  passed  the  hoUEe  in 
succession  hurried  me  vainly  to  the  door.  My 
own  proper  vehicle  came  at  last ;  and  by  the  light 
of  the  stage-lamps  —  the  only  ones,  by  the  by, 
which  shone  through  the  sleeping  city — I  climbed 
to  the  coachman's  box,  and  took  the  travell«r'< 
favourite  seat  by  his  side.  It  was  as  dark  as  Ere- 
bus when  we  crossed  the  bridge  over  the  Alleg- 
hany; and  looking  back  when  wc  had  passed  the 
gate  and  were  turning  into  the  village,  I  could 
distinguish  nothing  of  the  city  opposite  but  the 
red  glare  of  a  furnace  which  shot  out  fmin  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  glowed  an  inverted  pyramid 
of  light  upon  its  waters.  Keeping  on  our  way. 
the  massive  walls  of  the  state-prison,  with  lh«r 
circular  towers  and  octangular  area,  frowned  lik« 
some  old  Moorish  castle  over  our  path,  as  V^^J 
drove  beneath  their  dun-coloured  batllcmcn(s'll4^^^ 
passed  the  Inst  environs  of  Pittsburg.  It  waij^T* 
confess,  with  some  soberness  of  spirit  that  I  bade 
a  last  adieu  to  n  spot  where  the  politeness  and 
hospitality  of  the  inhabitants  had  made  my  lime 
pass  so  plea-iantly.  I  must,  however,  have  been 
tie  trap  among  my  new  acqunintances,  had  I  re- 
mained much  longer;  fur  in  Pittsburg  every  an* 
is  so  occupied  with  business,  that  the  time  h*^- 
stowcd  in  ntlcntions  to  n  stranger  is  a  sacrifiea  1 


TBB  JOVENBT. 


?9. 


some  ioiporlaiice.  1  have  since  been  much  vexed 
lo  find,  in  looking  over  my  papers  here,  that  a 
leUer  of  introductioo,  from  a  most  flattering 
source,  lo  the  U.  S-  officer  dow  commanding  at 
Pittsburg,  escaped  me  entirely.  I  was  chagrined 
lite  more,  inasmuch  as  1  should  have  hked  both  to 
visit  the  arsenal,  and  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  roJued  officer  who  has  charge  of  it.  I  bad 
It,  however,  ibis  reflection  to  annoy  me  as, 
tpped  up  warmly,  I  rode  along,  watching  the 
bheerful  dawn  streaking  the  east  with  penciUinga 
light,  and  dappling  with  ruddy  rays  the  broad 
•m  of  the  Ohio.  As  the  morning  gradually 
ike,  I  discovered  that  the  banks  of  the  river 
le<l  a  different  appearance  from  what  they 
when  I  sailed  along  them  ten  days  before. 
November  winds  had  been  at  work  in  the 
the  gorgeous  panoply  of  autumn  no 
pger  hung  on  the  forest ;  the  trees  stood  l>are 
Uie  growing  sunlight,  and  the  thick-strewn 
Kves  rustled  to  the  tread  of  the  grey  squirrel 
lat  leaped  from  the  naked  boughs  by  the  road- 

We  slopped  to   breakfast   at  a   low  logbuilt 

iiDtee,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  river,  and 

Ong  asked  into  a  narrow  chamber,  half-parlour 

r.kitcben,  I  had  for  the  first  time  an  oppor- 
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tunity,  OB  we  collected  arounil  the  breakfut- 
table,  to  survey  my  fellow-passengers.  They  were 
chiefly  plain  people,  Kinall  farmers  and  ^azters, 
reluming  perhaps  from  markel,  where  they  had 
been  to  part  with  their  pnxluce.  Tbeir  manner, 
like  most  of  our  countrymen  of  the  same  class, 
was  grave  and  decorous  at  table  to  b  degree  ap- 
proaching to  solemnity,  though  they  ute  with  the 
rapidity  charactcrisCiL'  of  Americans  at  their  metis. 
The  ceremony  of  the  hoard  commenceti  by  the 
oldest  man  in  the  company  taking  a  bcef&te«k 
before  him,  and  cutting  it  into  small  pieces  with 
his  own  knife  and  fork:  he  then  passed  the  dith 
around  to  each,  and  finally,  when  all  were  serred, 
helped  himself  The  bread  was  in  the  same  way 
circulated  by  the  youngest  of  the  company  i  and 
then,  each  having  as  fair  a  start  as  his  neighbour, 
we  all  fell  to  work  with  a  lustihood  that  would 
have  done  bcefeating  Queen  Bess  good  to  witness. 
The  appetites  of  those  present  were  generally 
sharpened  by  the  morning^  ride;  and,  maugre 
the  huge  piles  of  buckwheat  cakes  that  lOioked 
along  the  board,  ttiiiiked  each  by  a  cold  apple-pie, 
the  beefsteak  was  decidedly  the  favourite  dish. 

Pursuing  our  journey,  we  stopped  soon  after  to 
change  horses  at  Economy.  1  was  much  dis^ 
pointed  in  not  having  even  live  minutes  to  look 
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Uirougli  this  celebrated  ^Hllage,  where  the  German 
Rapp  bas  so  successfully  raised  a  community,  who 
ilibaur  in  common,  and  own  all  their  property  only 
«s  trast-m embers  of  a.  corporation.  I  saw  hardly 
A8  much  of  the  town,  thus  passing  its  suburbs  in- 
Itnd,  as  when  sailing  by  the  front  on  the  Ohio. 
it  struck  me  as  repiarkably  neat,  however ;  and  it 
hieing  Sunday,  a  perfect  silence  seemed  to  reign 
«TGr  the  village.  Rapp,  I  believe,  unlike  most  of 
4ris  CO- community-mongers,  retains  religion,  not 
■iMily  as  incident  to,  but  as  an  essential  feature  of, 
Iris  system.  Had  it  been  olhervoise,  the  attempt 
'\o  form  such  an  estabHshment  could  hardly  have 
succeeded  as  it  has.  Religion  I  believe  to  be  an 
-ifastinct  of  the  human  mind — a  natural  impulse, 
Urtitch  at  some  time  determines  the  thoughts  of 
e»ery  heart  heavenward.  It  is  a  feeling  which  as 
ifaalpably  prompts  ua  to  seek  a  Ood  and  to  worship 
does  the  instinct  of  a  bird  suggest  the 
ID  of  building  her  nest,  and  the  materials  for 
4b  construction.  The  form  of  her  frail  fabric 
i^wrics  indeed  with  the  climate  in  which  it  is 
llniilt,  and  the  character  of  the  winged  artificer  : 
but  the  haughty  temples  of  heathenism,  the  sump- 
tuous mosques  of  the  Mussulman,  and  the  Chris- 
tian's humbler  house  of  worship,  may  each  find  a 
semblance  on  the  towering  cliifs  or  tall  tree-top, 
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where  birds  of  prey  alone  will  buitd, —  in  the  em- 
powered copse,  where  the  luxurious  dove  delights 
to  brood, —  or  mid  the  lowly  rushes,  where  the 
lapwing's  fragile  nest  is  made.  There  is,  indeed, 
a  stolid  race  of  birds  who  deposit  their  eggs  upon 
the  barren  shore,  leaving  the  sun  to  vivify  or  the 
sea  to  scatter  their  contents  as  chance  may  de- 
termine. But  stupid  as  their  offspring  must  he 
be  who,  in  constructing  an  aviary,  made  no  pro- 
vision for  the  interesting  wants  of  the  rest  of  the 
species,  because  this  particular  genus  is  so  coartely 
constituted.  Let  us  thank  Heaven,  when  thinking 
of  the  privileges  of  which  the  intrusive  bigotry  of 
foreign  infidels  at  times  Would  strip  us,  that  in 
our  free  forests  there  are  fields,  hills,  and  groves, 
where  religion,  unshackled  as  a  new-fledged  bird, 
may  build  her  altars  how  and  where  she  pleases- 

Our  route  continuing  along  the  river,  we  soon 
passed  a  fine  elevated  field  on  the  bank  whef* 
General  Wayne — or  Mad  Antony,  as  he  was  more 
familiarly  called — encamped  with  hia  army  that 
encountered  the  Indians  so  successfully  near  the 
Miami  of  the  Lakes. 

The  stone  fireplaces  of  the  soldiery,  now  over- 
grown with  turf,  wer«,  with  a  few  other  scaltervd 
marks  of  the  encampment,  discernible  upon  the 
ground ;   and  thoy  suggested  to  one  of  the  ] 
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MOfters  the  well-kaown  anecdote  of  the  general 
having  one  of  his  men  tried  aad  shot  for  desertion, 
because  he  had,  without  permission  from  his  of- 
ficer, acconipanied  an  only  brother,  his  visitor  at 
the  camp,  a  few  miles  on  his  return  home.  The 
example  was  a  terrible  one ;  but  the  condition  of 
Wajne's  army,  from  which  the  men  were  daily 
dn)p|>ing  off,  strongly  required  it;  and  I  confess 
dial  in  military  aSairs  I  respect  thciiniiness  equal 
^such  an  occasion  too  much  to  merge  my  admi- 
fioa  of  (he  uoblenchiog  dii^cipliuarian  in  syiq- 
llhy  for  the  unfortunate  auffi'rer. 
We  reached  the  thriving  (own  of  Beaver  about 
90a,  and  crossing  the  creek  of  the  same  name  by 
bigh  wooden  bridge,  struck  inland,  and  soon  lost 
Lt  of  the  beautiful  Ohio  in  the  broken  country 
t  here  approaches  its  banks.  A  cold  shower 
<ve  me  for  protection  inside  the  sta^,  and  there, 
apping  myself  up  as  comfortably  as  1  could,  1 
the  night.  The  passengers  had  gradually 
iped  off  along  the  road,  leaving  only  a  solitary 
lOlry  merchant  and  myself.  We  beguiled  the 
Sme  for  a  while  in  conversation ;  and  then,  as  mid- 
dgbt  came  on,  and  he  grew  drowsy,  I  resigned 
nyself  to  the  same  influence  that  had  begun  to 
ilMid  sounds  anything  but  musical  from  his  "jn- 
aocent  nose."     Awaking  with  the  sun,   1   found 
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that  we  were  io  the  midst  of  new  clearings ;  Ox 
road  leading  through  a  level  country  as  far  as  iIm 
eye  could  reach,  and  having  its  sides  faced  beyond 
the  fields  wilh  trees,  which,  with  tall  stems  and 
interlacing  summits,  stood  like  giants  locking 
arms  along  the  highway.  I  must  now  be  in  Ohio, 
thought  I ;  and  I  was  right.  The  effect  of  ttut 
magnificent  vegetation  was  striking  even  at  this 
season  ;  but  after  riding  for  half  a  day  along  BUcb 
a  wood,  with  not  a  valley  to  break  the  view,  ntw  K 
Jjill  to  bound  it,  it  could  not  but  be  muootonous. 
W«  passed  two  lakes  in  the  course  of  our  ride, 
approaching  one  uf  them  near  enough  to  see  that 
it  was  a  clear  sheet  of  water,  with  a  pretty  yellow 
sand-beach  :  but,  though  shut  up  by  woods,  it 
wanted  entirely  the  wild  yet  gentle  pic(uresqu«- 
ness  of  the  lakes  I  have  seen  among  and  near  the 
highlands  of  the  Hudson;  much  less  could  it 
boast  of  the  savage  grandeur  of  those  which  form 
the  sources  of  that  princely  river. 

The  most  interesting  objects  on  this  route  are 
decidedly  the  growing  towns  and  hamlets  which 
abound  along  the  rua<l.  Some  of  thein  have  b«en 
manufactured  only  this  season ;  and  it  is  really 
>uq)rising  to  see  rude  log-huts  of  two  year*'  date 
standing  side  by  side  with  tasteful  edifice*  of  yes- 
terday, like  the  old  and  new  brunches  of  one  dou* 
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Hshiag  tree ;  brick  churches  and  hotels,  with  hand- 
some porticos,  surrounded  by  the  stumps  of  re. 
oently-felled  forests.     In  one  village,  called  Hud- 
•OD,  particularly, — where,  by  the  way,  much  good 
liMe  is  exhibited  in  the  private  houses.— the  pro< 
gt«tft  of  improvement  i^  said  to  be  as  perceptible 
•B  the  rise  of  the  tide  at  the  sea-board.     I  could 
Bol.  howi?ver,  discover  a  palpable  growth  in  the 
place  from  the  time  we  sat  down  to  dinner  till 
kurried  away  from  table  by  the  call  of  the  stage. 
driver 
■  «-  We  reached  Cleaveland  during  a  heavy  shower 
;  ftfter  nightfall.     The    roar   of  the  surf  re- 
bded  me  of  Roclcaway ;  and   the  first  view  of 
ike  Erie,  the  next  morning,  was  really  grateful 
^  eyes.     I  felt)  while  walking  along  the  high 
|>lanadcof  turf  which  here  forms  its  banks,  and 
ton  which   the  town   is  built,  like  one  who  has 
e  out  of  a  pent-up  chamber  into  the  full 
1  free  air  of  heaven.     The  effect  of  coming  on 
|ch  a  wide  expanK  of  water  when  just  emerging 
1  the  furest,  ia  much  greater  than  when,  after 
:  riding  through  an  open  country,  you  view 
ean  stretched  beyond  its  shining  beach, 
iveland  is  very  prettily  situated  upon   the 
The  Cuynhnga  makes  a  bend  around  a 
igh  bluff  as  it  passes  into  the  inland  sea  which 
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receives  its  waters,  and  on  the  level  peninsula  thus 
forined  is  built  the  town.  The  harbour,  oatu- 
rally  an  indifierent  one,  has  been  much  improved 
by  running  out  a  pier  from  either  side  (rf  the 
river  where  it  debouches  into  Lake  Erie ;  and 
there  being  now  few  better  ports  on  this  side  of 
the  lake,  Cleaveland  must  become  one  of  the  moM 
important  places  on  its  waters.  The  adjaceoi 
region  is,  I  believe,  not  remarkably  well  suited  to 
agricultural  purposes ;  but  there  is  an  immeon 
tract  of  the  most  fertile  country  inland,  wbidi 
)o»ks  to  Cleaveland  for  the  chief  outlet  of  its  pro- 
ducts. Thiti  will  account  for  the  rapid  rise  of 
property  here,  which  is  almost  incredible;  build- 
ing-Iota in  some  places  commanding  now  as  many 
thousands  as  they  did  hundreds  of  dollars  five 
years  since.  The  town,  which  can  already  boast 
of  a  public  library,  a  fine  church,  two  capital 
taverns,  and  many  handsome  private  dwellings, 
is  laid  out  with  broad  streets  and  a  spadoua 
square  in  the  centre.  The  business  part  u  u 
yet  beneath  the  bluff,  where  a  single  winding 
street  runs  along  the  bank  of  the  river  toward* 
the  lake ;  hut  the  main  street  above  is  already 
the  scene  of  much  bustle,  and  bears  about  tfae 
■ame  rdation  to  that  below  as  Broadway  does  to 
Soulh-slreet  in  3'our  city. 


plejuant  ridb. 


97 


^P  hare  been  happy  here  tu  meet  with  some  old 
wbool-felloWB  settled  in  the  place — where,  indeed, 
among  our  wandering  people  can  one  tread  with- 
out finding  an  acquaintance? — and  this  morning 
i  was  agrveably  surprised  by  €nding  an  English 
groom  waiting  at  the  door  for  me  with  a  fine 
uddle-hone,  and  mentioning  that  my  friend  its 
owner  would  soon  join  me  with  another.  We  first 
rode  out  through  a  clearing,  back  of  the  rillage, 
and  enjoyed  a  very  pretty  prospect  of  the  Cayu- 
hoga  winding  through  a  piece  of  rich  meadow. 
Imd  below  us,  and  affording,  as  the  high  grounds 
recede  at  its  entrance  into  the  lake,  a  striking 
view  of  Erie  in  the  distance.  Returning  upon 
our  tracks,  wc  passed  the  village  on  the  east,  and 
then  rode  westwardly  along  the  shore  of  the  lake. 
The  banks,  which  are  high,  and  covered  with  sod 
on  the  top,  are  here  composed  of  clay  and  gravel : 
on  the  surface  they  appear  perfectly  firm,  but  for 
the  distance  of  nearly  a  mile  along  shore  they  have 
tank,  or  are  sinking,  to  the  breadth  of  about  three 
hundred  feet,  and  slipped  off  into  the  lake,  whose 
waters  thus  swallow  building-lots  worth  a  great 
uaount  of  money.  The  cause  is  believed  to  lit-  in 
quicksands  beneath  ;  and  it  offers  a  singular  pheno- 
awoon  to  stand  on  the  shore  below,  and,  marking 
the  sunken  platforms  of  earth  behind,  stc  where 

VOL.    I. 


!W  TREACHEROUS   SHORE. 


hslf  an  acre  of  clay  has  risen  through  the  sand)- 
heach  in  front,  within  a  few  inches  of  the  surface 
of  the  water, 

The  treacherous  attributes  of  the  shore  sug- 
gested to  my  companion,  who,  though  young,  has 
heen  a  traveller  in  his  day,  an  incident  he  wit- 
nessed while  journeying  through  some  of  the  re- 
mote provinces  of  Mexico.  He  had  ridden  with 
an  English  gentleman  for  many  hours  through  ma 
unsettled  country,  where  not  a  drop  of  water  wai 
to  be  obtained  for  their  horses,  when,  coming  sud- 
denly upon  a  clear  stream  sparkling  over  its  bed 
of  yellow  sand,  their  weary  beasts  sprang  forward 
simultaneously  to  drink  from  the  grateful  current 
A  break  in  the  bank  caused  their  riders  to  rein 
up  and  dismount,  retaining  at  the  same  time  the 
l'»sened  reins  in  their  hands,  while  their  horsei 
stepped  down  to  the  margin  of  the  brook.  The 
American,  finding  that  the  deceitful  bottom  yielded 
as  soon  as  touched,  jerked  his  terrified  beast  from 
the  fatal  spot,  while  as  yet  his  fore-feet  were  only 
immersed  in  the  quicksand.  But  the  horse  of  tbt 
Englishman,  in  his  eagerness  to  get  at  the  water, 
made  but  one  step  to  destruction.  He  sunk 
floundering  to  his  shoulders  before  an  effort  could 
be  made  to  rescue  him ;  and  then,  as  in  his  strug- 
gles to  extricate  himself  from  the  engulfing  pool. 
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he  heaved  his  broad  chest  high  above  its  surface, 
the  sucking  sands  drew  his  quarters  in  a  moment 
beneath  them.  The  nostrils  of  the  suffering  ani- 
mal dilated  with  the  fierce  death-encounter,  and 
giving  that  hideous  cry — 

**  The  cry  of  steeds  that  shriek  in  agony," 

he  tossed  his  head  frantickly  above  his  greedy 
grave — his  mane  fluttered  for  a  moment  on  the 
shallow  water,  and  the  bed  of  the  stream  closed 
orer  him  for  ever  ! 
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LETTER  X. 

Detroit^  Michigan,  November  15. 
I  HAD  just  left  the  reading-room  of  the  Frankliil 
Hotel,  in  Cleaveland,  and  was  making  myself  at 
home  for  the  rest  of  the  evening  in  my  own  net! 
chamber,  when  the  sound  of  a  steam-boat  bdl, 
about  nine  oVlock,  gave  note  that  one  of  these 
vessels,  which  at  this  stormy  season  cannot  navi* 
gate  the  lake  with  any  regularity,  had  touched  at 
Cleaveland  on  her  way  to  this  place.  No  time 
was  to  be  lost ;  and  huddling  my  clothes,  &c.  into 
my  trunk  as  quickly  as  possible,  I  jumped  into  a 
vehicle  waiting  at  the  tavern-door,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  was  upon  the  quay.  Here  I  witnessed  a 
scene  of  indescribable  confusion.  The  night  was 
dark  and  somewhat  gusty ;  and  the  boat  and  the 
wharf  were  both  crowded  with  boxes,  bales,  and 
the  effects  of  emigrants,  who  were  screaming  to 
each  other  in  half  as  many  languages  as  were 
spoken  at  Babel.  Lanterns  were  flashing  to  and 
fro  along  the  docks,  and  hoarse  orders  and  coun- 
tennands  mingled  with  the  harsh  hissing  of  the 
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1  on  every  sjde.  At  length  we  pushed  from 
the  shore,  and  escaping  in  a  moment  from  the  bead 
of  the  mole,  stood  fairly  out  into  the  lake;  whilf 
the  bright  beacon  of  the  Cleaveland  lighthouse 
non  waned  in  the  distance,  and  was  at  last  lost 
entirely.  I  found  myself,  upon  looking  around, 
on  board  of  the  fine  steam-boat  '*  New- York,' 
CaptAin  Fisher,  to  whose  politeness  I  was  much 
imlebled  for  showing  me  about  the  boat  befort- 
lurning  in  for  the  night.  Taking  a  lantern  in  his 
hand,  and  tucking  my  arm  under  his,  he  groped 
ibout  among  his  motley  ship's  company  like  Dio- 
genes looking  for  an  honest  man. 

I  pur  course  first  led  us  through  a  group  of  emi- 
ipiA  collected  around  a  stove  midships,  where 
r  Euglish  mother  nursing  her  infant,  a  child 
lying  asleep  upon  a  mastiff,  and  a  long-bearded 
German  smoking  his  meerchaum  on  the  top  of  a 
pile  nf  candle-boxes,  were  the  only  complete  tigures 
I  could  make  out  from  an  indefinite  number  of 
bewU,  arms,  and  legs  lying  about  in  the  most 
^^^maical  confusion.  Passing  farther  on,  we  came 
^B|wo  tolerable  cabins  on  either  side  of  the  boat 
joal  forward  of  the  wheels,  both  pretty  well  filled 
with  emigrants,  who  were  here  more  comfortably 
bcHnwrd  We  next  passed  the  forward  bar-rooui 
:  being  another  abaft  for  cabin-passt-ngers), 
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and  finally  came  to  the  bow,  of  which  a  horse  ant! 
several  dogs  had  already  been  the  occupants  for 
so  many  days, — the  New-York  having  been  twice 
driven  into  port  and  delayed  by  stress  of  weather, 
^that  it  might  have  been  mistaken  for  either 
stable  or  kennel.  A  noble  English  blood-hound, 
the  second  dog  only  of  that  rare  breed  that  1  have 
ever  seen,  here  attracted  my  attention,  and  ddijcd 
me  until  I  made  hie  acquaintance ;  which  was  but 
a  moment,  however,  for  every  dog  of  a  generous  | 
strain  can  tell  instinctively  when  a  friend  of  his  , 
kind  approaches  him. 

Among  others  of  the  canine  crew,  too,  there  was 
a  fine  spaniel,  whose  deplorable  fate  subseqtienilj 
I  may  as  well  mention  here  as  elsewhere.     The 
master  of  poor  Dash,  it  seems,  went  ashore  during 
the  night  at  Huron,  where  the  boat  put  in  to  land    ' 
way-passengers  1  and  the  animal,  springing  eagerly    ] 
along  a  plank  at  his  call,  was  kicked  from  bia    I 
narrow  foothold  by  Mime  brute  of  a  fellow  into    j 
the  Iftke.     The  night  was  dark,  and  the  shadow  of    i 
the  high  wharf  shut  out  the  few  lights  od  Bbon 
from  the  view  of  the  poor  animal,  while  those  oo 
board  of  the  boat  led  him  away  from  the  IbikI. 
He  swam  after  its,  yelling  most  piteously,  until 
his  suS()cat)ng  cries  were  lost  in  the  freshening  Ka, 
which   probably  the   nest  morning  tossed  him  a 
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on  the  shore.  Had  I  witnessed  the  act  of 
throwiDg  him  overboard,  I  could  scarcely  havere- 
•traiDcd  myself  from  pitching  the  dastardly  per- 
pelralor  of  the  cruelty  after  the  victim  of  his  bru- 
tslily:  for  if  there  be  one  trait  in  men  nhich 
■wakens  in  me  indignalioa  amounting  almost  to 
loathing  of  my  kind,  it  is  to  see  human  beings 
treating  those  parts  of  the  animal  creation  beneath 
tfaetD  OS  if  this  earth  was  meant  for  none  of  God's 
creatures  but  man. 

But  to  return  to  our  travels  through  this  float- 
ing caslle.  We  next  ascended  a  steep  stairway  to 
the  upper  deck  of  all,  and  I  here  spent  some  mo- 
ments rather  amusingly  in  surveying  the  furni- 
ture of  the  emigrants  with  which  it  was  crowded. 
They  differed  according  to  the  origin  of  their 
ovner.  The  effects  of  the  Yankee  were  generally 
limited  to  a  Dearborn  waggon,  a  feather-bed,  a 
■addle  and  bridle,  and  some  knick-knack  in  the 
way  of  a  machine  for  shelling  corn,  hatchelling 
fl«x,  or,  for  aught  I  know,  manufacturing  wooden 
nutm^s  for  family  use.  Those  of  the  English- 
man are  far  more  numerous ;  for  John  Bull,  when 
be  wanders  from  home,  would  not  only,  like  the 
iDving  Trojan,  carry  his  household  gods  with  him 
into  strange  lands,  but  even  the  fast-anchored  isle 

could   he  but  cut   it   from   its   moorings. 


I 
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Whenever,  therefore,  you  Gee  an  antique-fashioned 
Inoking-glass,  a  decrepit  bureau,  and  some  ten- 
derly -preserved  old  china,  you  will  probably,  upon 
looking  further,  have  the  whole  housekeeping  array 
uf  an  honest  Briton  exposed  to  your  view. 

But  still  farther  do  the  Swigg  and  Germani 
carry  their  love  of  family  relics.  Mark  thkt 
quaint- looking  waggon  which  iumbers  up  a  doxen 
square  feet  of  the  deck :  you  may  aee  a  portraH 
of  it  among  the  illuminated  letters  of  a  vellua- 
buund  editioD  of  Virgil's  Bucolics.  It  was  tAktn 
from  an  Helvetian  ancestor  that  transporled 
Giesar'&  baggage  into  winter- quarters.  It  might 
be  worth  Bomelhing  in  a  museuni,  but  it  hai 
live  times  its  value  in  freight  to  transport  i 
the  Atlantic.  What  an  indignity  it  is  to  i 
whelm  the  triumjjhal  chariot  with  the  beds  csd 
ploughs,  shovels,  saddles,  and  sideboards,  cliairS). 
clocks,  and  carpets  that  till  its  interior,  and  to  bang 
those  rusty  pots  and  kettles,  bakepans,  fryingptns, 
and  sauf^pans,  iron  candlesticks,  old  horse-shoaa, 
and  broken  tobacco- pi jies,  hke  trpphies  of  con- 
quest over  Time,  along  its  racked  and  whevKing 
sides.  That  short  man  yonder,  with  square 
shoulders  and  a  crooked  pi{>e  in  his  mouth,  i»i. 
the  owner:  he  with  the  woollen  cap,  that  ia  juab;  ,. 
raising  his  blue  cotton  frock  to  thrust  his  I 
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iota  ibe  fob  of  his  sherrivaUeys.  That  man  had 
prohohly  not  the  slightest  idea  of  the  kind  of 
CDont/y  b«  was  coming  to  :  his  eyes  are  but  now 
jmt  opening  to  bis  new  condition ;  nor  will  he 
ueriBtx  a  particle  of  his  useless  and  expensive 
irampery  until  they  are  completely  open.  That 
■MB  has  Dot  yet  a  thought  in  common  with  the 
propie  of  his  new  abode  around  him.  He  looks, 
indeed,  as  if  he  came  from  another  planet.  Visit 
hin  on  bis  thriving  farm  ten  years  hence,  and, 
etcepi  in  the  single  point  of  language,  you  will 
find  him  (unless  he  has  settled  among  a  nest  of  his 
toeatrymgn)  at  home  among  his  neighbours,  and 
happily  conforming  to  their  usages;  while  that 
detaJooking  Englishman  next  to  him  will  still  be 
iitranger  in  the  laud. 

I  uibttequently  looked  into  the  different  cabins 
iwl  compartments  of  the  boat  not  yet  visited,  and 
had  reaauR  to  be  gratilied  with  the  appearance  of 
(II;  though  the  bteam-boat  Michigan,  vihich  I  have 
aoce  visited  at  the  docks  here,  puts  me  completely 
nut  of  conceit  of  every  part  of  the  New-Vork,  ex- 
c«pt  her  captain.  The  Michigan,  machinery  and 
■0,  was  built  at  Detroit ;  and,  without  entering 
iabi  ■  minute  description  of  it,  1  may  say  that, 
fine  as  our  Atlantic  boats  are,  I  do  not  recollect 
uy  on  the  Atlantic  walers,  far  strength  and  beauty 
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united,  equal  to  this.  A  great  mistake,  hovi 
1  think,  exists  here  in  building  the  boats  for  iheae 
waters  with  cabins  on  deck,  like  the  river  boAts. 
In  consequence  of  such  a  large  pari  of  the  boll 
being  above  water,  they  are  Tendered  dangvroat 
during  the  tremendouii  gales  which  sweep  Lake 
Erie,  and  are  often  compelled  to  make  a  port  of 
safely  several  times  during  a  passage.  The  Eng- 
lish steamers  which  ply  between  Dover  snd 
Calais  are  built  like  other  sea-vessels ;  and  hamg 
their  machinery  below,  can  consequently  kerp  «■ 
their  course  in  a  sea  where  one  of  ours  would  liw 
but  a  few  minutes.  I  was  fortunate,  considerbig 
the  stormy  season  of  the  year,  in  having  a  tole- 
rably smooth  passage  across  the  lake ;  there  being 
hut  few  persons  seasick  on  board  of  the  boat*  and 
I  happily  not  inchuled  in  the  number.  But  H 
must  be  very  unpleasant^  during  a  heavy  blow,  to 
be  toiised  on  (he  short  cobble  sea  which  the  light 
fresh  water  of  these  lakes  always  breaks  into  be- 
neath the  wind. 

We  passed  a  number  of  islands  in  the  mcffumg 

^^uon  after  breakfast;  some  of  them  mere  rocloi 

"'*nd  others  several   tnilcs  in  circumference.     On 

one  of  these,  of  a  few  acres  in  extent,  a  row-boal, 

in  which  a  man  undertook   to  transport  h  him  If 

and  one  or  two  members  of  his  family  I 
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tore,  was  wrecked  some  years  since.     The  fatbt-r 
sod  brother,  with  a  daughter   of  about  twelve 
jrears,  maDsged  to  subsist  upon  the  snakes  and 
oils  they  found  among  the  rocks,  until  a  pass- 
vessel  took  them  off,  after  tome  tea  days  of 
ifieriog. 

Jl   was  during  a  shower,  shortly  after   noon, 

•  low-wooded  islands  on  the  American 

ide   of  the  lake,  with  a  tall   flag-staff  peering 

Kive  the  haze  from  the  little  town  of  Atnhent- 

Hjrg  on  the  British  shore,  indicated  that  we  had 

Iplfired   the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River.     The 

.  which   was  now  beginning   tu  rise  into  a 

iatening   tempest,   compelled   us  to  hug  the 

Jian  shore  so   closely,   that   the  red-coated 

■ntinel  pacing  along  the  barracks  above   Fort 

Maiden  was   plainly  seen   from  the  boat.     The 

river  fooa   after  narrows  sufSciently  for  one  tu 

_niark    with   ease   the  general   appearance   of  its 

uik>i  and  the  different  settlements  upon  their 

LeourBe.     Their  appearance  must  be  pretty  in  suni- 

,  when  fields  and  woods  show   to   the   most 

iLQtage ;   but   now,   though  slightly  undulat- 

,  with  a  sudden  rise  from  the  river  of  some 

tty   or  sixty  feet,  the  adjacent  country  ts  too 

kow  to  be  strikingly  beautiful.     Those,  however, 

^oho  admire  the  Delaware  below  Trenton,  if  they 
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can  dispense  witb  the  handsome  seats  which  jj 
nament   its   not   very   clear  waters,   may  6jid4 
charm  in  the  gentle  banks  and  transparent  I 
of  the  Detroit  River. 

The  city  of  Detroit  itself  stands  upon  an  ele- 
vated piece  of  tablc-Und,  extending  probably  for 
some  twenty  miles  back  from  the  river,  and  being 
perfectly  unbroken  for  at  least  two  miles  along  ila 
margin.  Beneath  the  bluff— for  the  plain  ia  so 
high  as  almost  to  deserve  the  name— is  a  narrow 
bustling  street  of  about  half  a  mile  in  lenf^b, 
with  the  wharfs  just  beyond  it ;  and  fifty  yard* 
inboard  runs  a  spacious  street  called  Jefferson 
Avenue,  parallel  witb  the  lower  street  and  the 
nver ;  the  chief  part  of  the  town  extends  fur  a 
mile  or  two  along  the  latter.  The  dwelling 
houses  are  generally  of  wood;  but  there  are  a 
great  many  stores  now  building,  or  already  erect- 
ed, of  brick,  with  stone  basements.  The  brick 
is  generally  of  an  indifferent  quality  ;  but  the 
Htone,  whicli  is  brought  from  Cleaveland,  Ohio, 
is  a  remarkably  fine  material  for  building  pur- 
pofies.  It  is  a  kind  of  yellow  freestone,  which  u 
oasily  worked  when  first  taken  from  the  ((iiArry, 
and  hardens  subsequently  upon  exposure  to  the 
iiir.  There  are  at  this  moment  nmuy  four-stofj. 
stores  erecting,  as  well  as  other  substantial  b 
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'mg6,  which  speak  for  the  flourisHog  condition  of 
ft  the  place. 

The  want  of  mechanics  is  so  great,  however, 

it  is  difficult  as  yet  to  carry  on  these  opera- 

ItioDs   upon    the   scale  common   in   our   Atlantic 

IxJties ;  although  the  demand  for  houses  in  Detroit, 

It-M  said,  would  fully  warrant  similar  outlays  of 

ipit«L     The  public  buildings  are  the  territorial 

eouncil-houBC,   situated   upon   an   open    piece  of 

ground,  designated  on  an  engraved  plan  of  the 

dly  as  "  The  Campus  Martius;"  a  court-house, 

my,   and  two  banks.     Tliere  are   also  five 

■idhirehes,— a  Catholic,   an  Episcopal,  a  Presby- 

ian.   Baptist,   and    Methodist.     The   Catholic 

mgregalion  is  tin-  largest ;  their  stone  church, 

T  remaining  several  years  in  an  unfinished  state, 

I  Mton,  it  is  said,  to  be  completed  with  funds 

lerived  from   Rome;  it   will  make  an  imposing 

irance    when    finished.      The    population    of 

rtroit   i»,   1   believe,   between    three   and   four 

l<||lou»aDd:  it  increases  so  rapidly,  however,  that 

§it  is  difficult  to  form  an  estimate.     The  historical 

leociations,    the    safety  and    commodiousness    of 

the  harbour,  with  its  extensive  inland  commercial 

Kidrantages,  must  ever  constitute  this  one  of  the 

IW)8t    interesting   and    important    points   in   the 

tUnioo,  although   other  causes  may  combine 
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make   newer  places   in   the  territory  equal^ 
flourishing  as  Detroit. 

The  appearance  of  the  place  is  anythtogil 
nhat  you  would  expect  from  a  town  foundcf 
the  same  year  with  Philadelphia.  The  aoctMil 
houses,  which  formerly  stood  upon  streeta  hardly 
ten  feet  wide,  were  all  swept  away  ia  the  great 
fire  twenty  years  since;  and  the  new  white  dwelU 
ings,  standing  upon  broad  avenues  of  '""nfJTjL  j 
Ave  yards,  make  the  town  look  like  s  | 
yesterday. 

I  am  surprised  to  find  but  few  military  i 
in  a  frontier  post  so  frequently  fortified,  and 
which  has  witnessed  so  many  scenes  of  border 
war.  A  small  stone  arsenal,  with  a  tall  picket- 
fence  around  it,  is  the  only  thing  of  the  kind 
discoverable;  and  yet  the  place  is  thought  by 
military  men  to  have  been  suflicienlly  strong 
during  the  last  war  to  have  held  out,  if  pn>- 
pcrly  commanded,  against  twice  the  force  which 
the  brave  General  Brock  brought  against  it. 
The  lapse  of  twenty-two  years  has  not  yet  cool- 
ed the  indignation  of  the  inhabitants  at  its  das- 
tardly surrender  by  Hull.  It  is  necessary  to  aee 
the  ground  to  estimate  properly  that  bewUcd 
act,  at  which  his  officers  broke  their  swocd*, 
and  liis  men  nearly  rose  in  ojien  mutiny;  while 
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V*vco  ihe  mniien  of  ihe  fort  shut  the  gates,  and 
drclxred  that  [heir  husbands  and  brothers  should 
not  abide  by  th«  disgraceful  orders  of  their  com- 
maiuler.  It  is  astounding  to  think  how  slight 
an  exertion  of  force  might  have  annihilated  the 
attacking  party.  They  landed  about  two  miles 
below  the  town,  and  advanced  in  solid  column 
dong  a  straight  road,  which  runs  parallel  will) 
the  river,  and  is  walled  inland  with  a  high  picket- 
fence,  ia  front  of  the  French  farm-huuses  which 
line  tlie  way.  At  the  entrance  of  the  town,  aod 
nearly  in  front  of  the  hotel  where  I  am  stay- 
tag,  were  planted  two  pieces  of  cannon  loaded 
vith  grape  and  canister.  A  single  discharge 
mu&t  have  swept  half  of  the  British  force  iuto 
eternity  ;  while  the  river  on  one  side,  and  the  high 
picket  on  the  other,  would  have  hedged  the  re- 
mainder in  upon  a  spot  where  the  destruction  of 
the  whole  would  have  been  inevitable.  The  ar- 
UUeryinen  were  standing  with  lighted  portfires, 
when  the  order  to  retire  within  the  fort  caused 
them  to  fling  their  matches  to  the  ground,  and 
leave  il  with  disgust.  The  memory  of  General 
Hull,  which,  with  that  love  of  glorification  that 
Eonstitutes  the  weakest  point  of  our  national  cha- 
racter, was  so  hallowed  in  the  Eastern  newspapers 

vivben  he  died,  a  few  years  since,  is  here  held  in 


n 
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1 

man   'tM^^H 
'  talking  owW^ 


the  cgD(empt  that  was  the  due  of  a 
sentenced  to  be  shot  to  death  for  cond 
ing  so  much  disgrace  upon  the  nation. 

I  was  not  a  little  iiinuBed,  while  talking 
these  events  with  eome  gentlemen,  a  few  evenings 
since,  ujwn  the  very  scene  of  contention,  to  bear 
a  person,  whom  1  soon  discovered  to  be  an  Kng- 
lishman,  sliding  into  the  conversation,  and  taking 
his  part  of  it  with  equal  animation  and  good  feel- 
ing; upholding,  however,  like  a  leal  and  true 
Briton,  the  nets  of  his  own  nation.  The  conver- 
sation was  very  frank  on  both  sides;  althought 
when  he  spoke  of  the  Kentuckians  flajring  tbe 
body  of  Tecumseh  after  the  battle  of  the  Thames, 
I  could  not  trust  myself  to  retaliate  by  menlion- 
ing  Proctor's  ma^sncre  at  Frenchlown  of  llie 
flower  of  the  youth  of  Kentucky,  which,  as  you 
know,  prompted  thia  ferocious  set  of  their  coaa- 
trymen  in  relation  to  the  fierce  but  noble  savage. 
The  ball  of  converfiaiion,  which  had  hitherto 
been  thrown  witli  equal  teni|Kr  and  breeiliiig  bjr 
better  and  abler  hands,  fell  into  mine,  just  u 
"  tbe  delicate  queslion  of  impressment"  was  sug- 
gested  by  the  Knglisli  stranger ;  and  in  begging 
him  to  dismiss  a  matter  upon  which  our  vievt. 
<.-ould  so  little  hamioniiie,  I  could  not  help  wldffK,  i 
ing  the  opinion  you  iiave  often  heard  am  cxpi 
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though   of  course   id  a 


that    conveyed 


nothing  offensive,  that  my  country  should  never 
notice  the  existence  of  that  national  dittioulty 
except  through  the  mouths  of  our  cannon ;  that 
U,  that  we  ehouid  regard  and  treat  itnpressment 
like  i>iracy  or  kidnapping  on  the  highway.  **  Kid- 
napping!" exclaimed  my  well-hred  antagonist, 
rariling  jocosely  at  the  word,  and  politely  waiving 
the  further  discussion  of  the  suhject,  "  why,  1 
Riyvelf,  sir,  have  heen  taken  up  for  kidnapping 
within  the  very  [jrecincls  of  this  town."  He  then  ' 
vent  on  to  tell,  in  quite  dramalic  style,  a  series 
of  whimsical  adrentures  which  he  met  with  when  " 
on  R  surveying  party  on  the  Lakes  just  after  the  ■ 
la»t  war.  ("  Surveying  on  the  Lakes  twenty 
years  ago  .'"  exclaimed  I  to  myself;  "  wliy,  who 
can  tills  man  be  ?  I  have  already  travelled  with  ■ 
hiin,  since  tea,  ov«r  all  Europe  and  &  great  part 
of  Asia,  not  to  mention  the  West  Indies  and 
South  Amenctr,  with  the  whole  coast  of  Africa.") 
The  lirely  and  iinafl'ecle(i  relation  was  everything 
to  the  story,  which  at  once  enlisted  the  attention 
of  fttl  present,  but  the  particulars  were  barely 
these: — The  stranger,  then  a  subaltern  in  the 
British  service,  was  sent  by  his  commanding  ' 
officer  to  seize  some  deserters,  who  bad  escaped 
nig<)t  from  the  schooner  in  which  the  survey- 
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tng-party  were  embarked,  and  which  was  anchored 
in  the  Detroit  River.  He  landed  on  the  Aineri- 
can  shore,  and  tracing  ooe  of  the  knaves  to  an 
inn  hard  bj,  he  seized  him  near  the  door,  hand- 
cuffed  him,  and  handed  him  to  his  men  to  lake 
off  to  their  boat  in  waiting.  Then  entering  the 
inn,  the  sight  of  a  number  of  articles  stolen  by 
the  runaways  induced  the  young  officer  to  search 
for  the  rest  of  their  number.  Provoked  at  his 
want  of  success,  he  very  naturally  exclaimed, 
while  passing  vainly  from  room  to  room,  "  Well, 
thank  Heaven,  1  have  one  of  the  rascals  in  limbo !" 
A  stout-looking  fellow  present  immediately  elid 
out  of  the  apartment.  The  young  Kngliabmaa, 
tired  at  last  with  his  search  of  the  prcmisea,  de- 
termined to  leave  the  house  to  look  further  else- 
where. His  foot  was  on  the  threshold  of  the 
door — *'  Slop  there,  you  mister,"  exclaimed  a 
tall  Yankee,  bringing  a  bayonet  to  a  charge  at 
his  breast,  "  you  don't  come  here  and  kidnap  our 
citizens  at  (hat  rale,  I  guess." 

"Kidnap  your  citizens!  Why,  my  good  ttU 
low,  that  was  a  rascally  deserter  that  I  appns 
bended." 

"  Deserter  or  no  deserter,  we  don't  want  no  mich 
doings  over  our  side ;  and  you  don't  budge  from 
here,  iny  hearty,  except  to  go  before  Oovm 
Caw.- 
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"  Gtiremor  Cass  t  Why,  my  dear  sir,  I  have  a 
letter  here  for  Governor  C^ss,  and  sm  anxious  to 
fiod  him  out  in  person." 

U  was  "  no  go,"  however,  as  the  sturdy  yeoman 
said,  and  he  and  Ms  comrades  at  once  ted  our 
young  and  hasty  adventurer  to  the  residence  of 
the  governor.  Detroit  was  then  a  military  post 
of  the  first  distinction.  The  town  was  crowded 
with  officers  and  their  families ;  and  on  that  very 
day  there  was  a  levee,  at  which  three  general 
officers  with  their  respective  suites  received  com- 
piny  at  the  governor's.  The  culprit  was  politely 
received  hy  the  governor,  and  being  soon  drawn 
within  a  group  of  officers,  they  all  heartily  sym- 
pathized with  him,  and  agreed  that  they  might, 
without  thinking,  have  acted  similarly  in  violating 
a  foreign  tcrrilory  when  sent  after  "a  scuundrx'l 
of  a  deserter."  It  was,  in  short,  a  mere  matter 
of  raoonahine,  and  the  young  offender  need  give 
himnelf  no  concern  about  it,  but  fill  his  glass,  and 
lei  the  hour  bring  forth  what  it  might.     To  make 

^m  long  story  short,  however,  our  subaltern  was 
■oou  ordered  before  the  governor,  who  in  a  totally 
altered  manner  explained  the  grave  nature  of  his 
oSence  to  him,  and  told  him  he  must  be  handed 
over  to  the  civil  authority  ;  adding,  that  if  he 
■  >«iid  not  like  to  go  to  jail,  he  might  take  up  his 
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reaidence  in  ihe  foit,  under  the  care  < 
O'Fallon,  whose  politeness  the  English  gentlemaD 
had  Already  experienced,  and  under  whose  cus- 
tody he  was  glad  to  place  himself.  His  stay  there 
he  found  far  from  disagreeable,  and  he  spoke  with 
warmth  of  the  courtesy  of  the  officers  in  walking 
out  with  him  every  doy,  and  keeping  up  their 
necessary  surveillance  over  his  person  in  a  manner 
(hat  made  it  not  at  all  unpleasant.  The  grand 
jury  soon  after  found  a  bill  against  him  for  "  the 
crime  of  kidnapping  an  American  citizen,  name 
unknown  r  and  he  was  held  to  bail  in  the  sum 
of  2000  dollars,  which  was  at  once  furthcoming 
front  a  gentleman  on  the  Canadian  side.  The  re- 
sult of  the  trial  was  against  the  prisoner;  but  a 
higher  tribunal  subsequently  quashed  the  pnv 
ceedings  of  the  court,  and  set  the  culprit  at  liberty. 
This  relation,  the  particulars  of  which  I  httTe 
since  found  arc  familiar  to  the  older  residents  of 
Detroit,  seemed,  from  the  unaffected  yet  animated 
manner  in  which  it  was  made,  to  strike  every  one 
present ;  and,  as  you  may  imagine,  our  interest  it 
the  parly  chiefly  concerned  was  not  a  little  hei^t- 
ened  by  our  discovering,  the  nest  morning,  that 
the  individual  who  had  made  himself  so  ngree- 

ablo  the  evening  before  was  Captain  V ol  the 

British  Navy,  whose  enviable  reputation,  u  j 
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ipanJOQ  of  CaptBiD  Owen  in  his  recent  arduous 
^jage  of  discovery  aluog  the  coast  of  Africa, 
jves  one  the  privilege  of  mentioning  iiis  name  aa 

lat  of  a  public  man.     Captain  Y has  just 

fettled  on  a  farm  on  the  Canada  side,  but  so  near 
>fo  Detroit  that  his  society  will  be  an  acquisition 
(a  a  neighbourhood  remarkable  for  its  agreeable- 
sess  and  elegant  hospitality. 

.    I    hdve    made    Ecveral    excursions   to   different 

places  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit.     The  pleasantest 

tide,  perhaps,  is  one  along  the  river  on  the  Cft- 

side,  from  which  Detroit  appears  to  great 

tdvantage.     Every  thing  looks  dead,  however,  in 

William  IV/s  dominions,  after  coming  from  ihe 

bustling  American  town.     The  French  there  in- 

liat  upon  holding  on  to  their  acres ;   and  being 

willing  to  improve  their  property,  its  value  re- 

is   stationary.      These    French    tenures   have 

their  effect,  too,  in  retarding  the  growth  of 

itroit,  and  they  still  check  in  no  slight  degree 

advances  in  prosperity.     The  French  farms 

laid  out  along  the  river  on  both  sides,  with 

rout  of  only  two  or  three  acres  on  its  bank, 

le  they  extend  bock  into  the  country  for  half 

A  doxen  miles ;    a  disposition  of  prop«rty  very 

Tavourable  to  agriculture,   and  only   adopted 

[ftriginally  to  bring  the  colonists  as  neat  together 
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as  possible,  for  the  sake  of  mutual 
against  the  Indiana.  Many  of  these  farraa  i 
cross  the  main  street  of  Detroit  at  right  angles 
at  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  and,  of  course,  offer 
on  either  side  a  dozen  building-lots  of  great  value. 
The  original  owners,  however,  persist  in  occupying 
them  with  their  frail  wooden  tenements  and  almost 
valueless  improvements,  notwithstanding  larg« 
sums  are  continually  offered  for  the  merest  slice 
in  the  world  oiF  the  end  of  their  long-tailed  pa- 
trimonies. They  are  a  singular  race  of  beinga 
altogether.  Mild  and  amiable,  with  all  that  polite. 
ness  of  manner  which  distinguishes  every  class  of 
the  courtcou»>  nation  from  which  they  derived  their 
origin — they  are  still  said  to  be  profoundly  igno- 
rant. They  call  Detroit  "  the  Fort''  to  this  day, 
and  yet  few  of  them  know  anylliing  of  the  country 
whose  soldiers  lirst  held  it.  They  are  good  gar- 
deners, but  rery  indiiTerent  farmers;  and  their 
highest  ambition  is  to  turn  out  the  fastest  trotting 
pony  when  the  carriole  races  commence  on  the  ke 
at  mid-winter.  Some  of  them  will  own  a  hundred 
of  these  ponies,  whicli,  in  defiance  of  snow  and 
sun,  run  in  the  woods  from  one  end  of  the  year 
to  the  other.  The  fastest  of  the  herd,  which  is 
generally  a  three-minute  horse,  the  owner  will 
keep  for  himself,  or,  if  be 
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y  purchaser  two  or  three  hundred  dollars  for 
ibe  uiimat ;  while  frocn  (lie  rest,  for  twenty-five  or 
thirty,  lie  may  select  at  pleasure.  Tliey  are  very 
easy-gaited  animals,  carrj-iog  astonishing  weights 
witii  ease;  but  their  shoulders  are  so  low  it  is 
difficult  to  keep  an  ordinary  saddle  on  their  backs 
with  any  comfort-  But  though  generally  rough, 
misshapen-looking  creatures,  some  are  very  ele- 
gaotly  formed,  and  remind  me  often — while  nei- 
ther resembling  the  Arabian  nor  the  English  horse 
—  of  some  French  drawings  I  have  seen  of  the 
«]birjted  steeds  of  the  Balkan,  or  the  rushing 
coursers  of  the  Ukraine.  I  am  informed  that 
ihey  are  known  to  perform  journeys  under  the 
saddle  of  sixty  miles  a  day  for  ten  days  in  suc- 
cession, without  being  at  all  injured  by  it.  They 
are  thought  to  have  a  different  origin  from  the 
Canadian  Iiorse,  to  which  the  best  of  them  bears 
BO  particular  resemblance  except  in  size. 
MpVitb  judicious  crossing,  a  most  valuable  race 
^pliones  might  be  produced  from  this  hardy 
Kock,  which,  for  their  vigour  and  endurance,  I 
can  only  compare  to  the  lough  wild  thorn  of  the 
country;  an  unpromising  shrub,  which,  when 
grafted  upon,  produces  the  most  flourishing  fruit- 
trees  I  have  ever  seen. 
fe<rhe  drive  to  Lake  St.  Clair  must  be  very  plea- 
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sanl  ill  Buinmer,  ju<Jging  from  what  I  saw  of  it 
(luring  a  raw  snowy  day.  The  banks  of  this  river 
are  indeed  rather  low  for  beauty,  and  the  lake 
itself,  when  you  arrive  at  it,  is  only  a  large  black 
aheet  of  clear  water ;  but  the  thick-set  orchardt 
of  the  French  farmers,  coming  quite  down  to  itie 
shore  of  the  river,  are  pleasing  objects  in  tlitm- 
selves,  and  with  the  green  iijlands  in  the  strut,  the 
decaying  windmills  so  fre()uently  recurring  along 
its  shores,  and  the  groups  of  shaggy  ponies  almotl 
invariably  around  their  base,  would  enable  i 
painler  to  eke  out  a  very  pretty  landse^pe. 

About  ten  miles  from  Detroit,  a  United  Stota 
arsenal  is  now  erecting,  under  the  superioteiuleiMe 
of  Lieutenant  Howard,  of  the  army  ;  fur  an  ir 
traduction  to  whom  I  was  indebted  to  twoyoun); 
officers,  who  rude  out  with  me  to  visit  the  pltcf- 
The  day  was  cold  and  cloudy,  like  most  it  ho 
been  my  lot  to  describe  tu  you  uf  late ;  but  my 
companions  were  intelUgi'nt  and  agreeable,  n; 
horse  free  and  sufficiently  fast,  and  my  recvpUoO 
at  the  end  so  satisfactory,  that  I  still  think  of  aj 
ride  along  the  la/y  bunks  of  the  bilious-looking 
River  Rouge  with  pleasure.  The  arsenal,  though 
of  brick,  is  by  far  the  best  specimen  of  masonry  I 
have  yet  seen  here.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  hov- 
•ver,  that  for  such  a  national  work  the  appnipria- 
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I  by  governtnent  for  its  erection  liad  not  been 
hu-ge  enough  to  liave  permitted  the  beautiful 
Cieavelaod  stone,  which  form  the  lintels  of  its 
flnors  and  vfindows,  to  be  substituted  for  the 
pen'&habk--Iookin(r  material  of  which  the  building 
i«  now  ronslructed.  The  taste  of  Lieutenant  H., 
which  is  already  evinced  by  some  arrangements  in 
the  Yicinily,  will  no  doubt  induce  him  to  preserve 
•ome  lioary  and  fanta&tic-looking  oaks,  which  fling 
their  gnarled  branches  within  a  few  yards  of  tite 
walls,  and  which  even  now,  stripped  as  they  are 
of  their  foliage,  are  worth  a  whole  forest  of  com- 
iBon  ornamental  shrubbery.  The  trees  I  have 
•oerally  seen  around  our  military  posts  look  all 
I  straight  and  martinet-like  as  if  planted  by  a 
rill-sergeant.  These  veteran  oaks  stand  upon  a 
ing  bank,  and  as  they  are  too  crooked  ever  to 
tch  the  eye  of  the  utilitarian,  and  be  savn 
^Vp  into  boards,  they  may,  if  not  now  molested, 
wave  yet  for  a  century  above  these  ingenious 
idlers  who  delight  to — 


• 
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" under  ibe  shade  of  melaDcholy  boughs, 

Lose  and  neglect  the  creeping  houn  of  If  me." 


Too  much  praise  can  hardly  be  accorded  to  the 

vity  of  the  officer,  who,  in  five  months,  baa 

mcb  a  building,  and  created  the  village, 
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which  is  already  growing  up  around  ir,  in  ihe 
tnidst  of  an  iinhroken  forest.  There  is  a  capital 
inn,  a  store,  and  two  or  three  dwellings  in  the 
new  town  of  "  Dearbornville,"  all  built  since  laat 
July.  I  sat  down  to  dine  on  a  fine  haunch  of 
venison,  with  the  veteran  General  B  — --  and  his 
young  aid,  who  were  together  on  a  hunting  expe- 
dition in  the  vicinity.  Nothing  could  have  im- 
pressed a  stranger  more  favourably  with  military 
breeding,  than  tlie  bland,  paternal  manner  of  the 
gentlemanlike  old  officer  to  his  four  juniors  pre- 
sent. The  deer  yet  abound  within  a  moming't 
walk  of  Detroit ;  tlie  primitive  forest  slandfng 
untouched  within  a  few  himdred  yards  of  the 
town,  immediately  in  its  rear.  They  are  hunted 
daily  at  this  season  ;  and  no  slight  sensation  wu 
made  here,  e  day  or  two  since,  by  the  prolonged 
absence  of  the  general,  who  had  been  benight«cl 
and  lost  his  way  upon  one  of  these  short  nt- 
oursione.  The  town  was  about  to  turn  out  m 
rnasst,  when  the  reappearance  of  the  hunter,  after 
two  days'  absence,  relieved  a  very  general  anxiety. 
The  tedious  length  of  this  letter  is  sufficient 
apology  for  the  abruptness  with  which  I  nnisl 
break  o(F. 


THE   H0RON   RIVER. 


LETTER  XI. 


Monroe,  MicbigEiD,  Dec-  3, 1838. 
The  drive  from  Detroit  hither  is  dull  enough  at 
this  season  of  the  year.  The  road  leads  through 
almost  a  dead  level,  and  the  muddy  streams  creep 
over  the  fat  black  soil,  aa  if  they  had  gorman- 
dized upon  its  rich  vegetation  till  grown  too  lazy 
far  Jocoinotion.  Among  others,  the  Huron  River, 
ham  which,  seeing  that  it  rises  in  one  of  the 
brighiest  and  most  beautiful  lakee  in  llie  pen- 
iiuula,  better  things  might  be  expected,  waddles 
un  to  the  lake,  as  little  excited  hy  the  flocks  of 
ducks  which  frolic  on  its  bosom,  as  an  alderman 
ifter  dinner  by  the  flies  that  disport  upon  his 
ja-lcin-  Occasionally,  iodeed,  some  bright  little 
liU  will  ripple  across  the  road,  and  smirk  over  its 
pebbles  on  its  way  to  the  big  lake,  with 
;h  tbe  same  air  that  the  mill-streams  of  Long 
id  dance  over  the  level  ground  while  hurry- 
lag  to  the  sea  ;  but  a  wet  prairie  soon  intervenes, 
■nd  the  innocent  rivulet,  like  a  child  that  ia 
mhbed,  becomes  at  once  silent  and  sulky.     But 
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though  some  parts  of  Wayne  county  are  thus 
unattractive,  I  am  told  that  uther  tiectioos  contnm 
much  arable  land  uf  excellent  quality,  consisting 
of  sand  loam  and  some  clay,  with  heavy  timbl 
and  occasionally  fine  bottoms  alimg  the  stn 
The  population  is  about  eight  thousand. 

The  village  of  Monroe,  in  the  county  of  the 
same  name,  from  which  I  now  write,  is  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Rtver  Raisin,  and  about  J 
miles  from  its  entrance  into  Lake  £rie. 
incorporated  two  years  since,  and  compri 
]>art  of  the  old  site  of  t'reuchtown,  celcbnto 
an  you  remember,  in  the  annals  of  the  last  ww. 
The  place  is  said  to  be  regularly  laid  out ;  but 
the  most  business  part  of  it — and  it  is  the  fussical 
little  town  in  the  world — looks  as  if  the  building* 
bad  all  been  tossed  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  lefl  to  settle  just  uliere  they  might  fall 
upon  this.  If  the  place  continues  to  increi 
rapidly,  however,  as  it  has  during  the  lastM 
—the  {x>pulation  having  doubled  in  that  t 
ihc  inhabitants  can  afl'urd  to  burn  down  the  ti 
side  of  the  villegc,  and  arrange  it  to  mure  ad- 
veuiBge.  There  are  now  about  one  hundred  aod 
fifty  houses,  of  which  twenty  tir  thirty  arr  stomr) 
some  of  (hem  are  wholesale  establislunents,  uid 
make  a  very  handsome  display  of  fanc-y  | 
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!re  are  also  two  grist-mills  immediately  in  ihe 
town,  a  woollen  factory,  an  iron  foundry,  several 
aaw-mills,  a  chair  factory,  a  tannery,  &c.     And 
jet,  notwithiitanding  the  supply  of  water-power 
■ds  every  facility  for  the  use  of  uiaclunery, 
demand   for  manual   labour   is   very  great, 
and   mechanics  of  every  kind   may  here,   as  iu 
Detroit,   find  constant   employment.     Indeed,   I 
am  told,  that  the  demand  fur  mechanics  in  every 
part   of  Michigan   is  excessive;   and  as   for  la- 
bourers, 1  have  seen  them  repeatedly  advertised 
tor,  by  written  notices  on  tavern  doors  and  eUe- 
re.     The  emigrants  to  the  territory,  I  find, 
generally  people  of  a  very  respectable  class, 
irilo  liave  both  the  disposition  and  the  means  to 
■ploy  tlie  services  of  others  around  them- 
Thc  "  Bank  of  the  River  Raisin"  is  established 
this  place,  with  a  capital  of  100,000  dollars; 
though  in  its  infancy,  is  said  to  be  doing  a 
flourishing  business.     The  notes  are  among 
e  handsomest  specimens  of  bank-note  engraving 
have  seen.     There  is  also  a  Land-Office  esta- 
ishcd   here,  at   which  the  sales  of  public  lands 
last   April  amount  to  upwards  of  22,000 
the  sales  at  Detroit  and  White  Pigeon 
ther  a  little  exceeding  this  sum.     The  govero- 
■imt  price  of  land  (100  dollars  for  eighty  acres, 


being  the  same  in  every  part  of  the  ti 

will  ^ve  you  some  idea  of  the  immigratioa  ioio 

the  peninsula. 

I  must  not  forget  to  mention,  that  with  a  popti* 
latioD  of  only  sixteen  hundred  souls,  five  rdigi- 
ous  denominations  are  represented  in  their  re- 
spective clergymen  at  Monroe;  and  that  three ol 
these,  the  Roman  Catholic,  Episcopal,  and  Pra^ 
byterian,  have  each  a  neat  church  of  their  owil 
I  ought  to  add  that  a  newspaper,  with  a  good 
circulation,  is  printed  here. 

The  advantageous  position  of  Monroe,  ntuaMd 
as  it  is  at  the  head  of  Lake  Erie,  induced  tbt 
government  to  make  an  appropriation  for  hih 
proving  the  harbour,  which,  except  that  of  Mas- 
mee,  is  the  only  one  at  this  part  of  the  lake. 
The  lamented  Major  Maurice,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps  (who,  you  may  remember,  fell  down  and 
instantly  expired  in  ihe  act  of  shaking  hands 
with  General  Gratiot,  at  Washington,  last  winter), 
and  whom  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  speak  ot 
with  the  tenderest  remembrance — mode  minatc 
surveys  of  the  harbour  and  of  the  different  tium- 
nels  of  the  river  ;  and  the  bill  which  has  been  ai 
various  limes  introduced  into  Cungress  for  (heir 
improvement  was  based  upon  his  reports.  A 
bill  was  passed  at   the  last  session  of  Congnw, 
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■ppropriatiiig  8,000  dollars  for  rebuildiug  the 
pier  at  the  muutit  of  the  river,  and  also  appro- 
priating the  sum  of  20,000  dollars  for  a  road 
from  La  Plaisance  bay,  through  which  the  Raisia 
debouches  into  Lake  Erie,  to  intersect  the  Chicago 
road,  which  traverses  the  whole  peniosula  at  a 
point  about  forty  miles  from  here;  an  impruve- 
mml  which  will  open  a  new  market  to  southern 
and  western  Michigan,  and  contribute  of  course 
much  to  the  prosperity  of  Monroe.  A  bill  was 
alio  passed  by  both  houses,  appropriating  16,000 
dollars  for  a  canal  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake 
Erie  and  the  River  Raisin  by  a  cut  across  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  latter.  The  money  has 
Dot  been  expended,  however,  in  consequeocc  of  an 
oversigbl  in  the  engrossing  clerk,  which,  from  his 
omitting  this  important  item,  has  prevented  the 
bill  as  yet  becoming  a  law.  The  moneys  appro- 
priated for  the  pier  and  road  have  already  been 
mostly  expended,  and  those  public  works  are  now 
Dearly  completed,  under  the  active  and  efficient 
Hiperintendence  of  Capt.  Henry  Smith,  of  the 
EngiDeer  Corps.  When  all  these  improvements 
are  completed,  Monroe  must  come  in  for  a  Urge 
■hare  of  the  immeoBe  trade  and  commerce  which 
must  flow  through  the  three  outlets  of  eastern 
J4^l(ig^.     The  mouth  of  the  Mauuiee  can  hardly 
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compete  with  it  on  account  of  the  extreme  uo. 
healthiness  of  that  swampy  rej^ion ;  but  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  eiiter|>rising  inhabitanU 
of  this  thriving  little  place  are  somewhat  loo 
vivacious  in  their  expectatioos,  when  they  tliiak. 
of  not  onl^  rivalling,  but  outstripping,  the  ancient 
city  of  the  straits  ud  the  onward  road  to  pra»- 
perity.  Detroit,  like  every  other  point  selectsd 
by  the  French  on  the  western  waters  of  our 
country,  ia  as  commanding  a  position,  whether  tot 
war  or  trade,  as  could  be  choaen. 

The  Monrociles  are,  however,  a  driving  peopU 
ill  their  way.  They  are  now  building  a  stcwn- 
buat  of  the  largest  class,  which  will  cost  not  lots 
than  45,000  dollars,  to  ply  diroctly  between  here 
mul  Buffalo ;  and  this  morning  I  saw  launched  a 
l>eautiful  schooner,  for  the  lake  navigation.  It 
was  the  first  launch  that  had  ever  taken  place  at 
Monroe,  and  the  occasion  caused  a  general  tutttii. 
out  of  the  inhabitants,  who  hurried  to  the  f 
a  mile  or  two  off,  upon  horses  of  every  variv 
appearance.  Thtre  was  the  buU-necked  Frw 
jjony  and  his  scraggy -looking  Indian  couun,  ihe 
sleek  Hpougy-looking  Ohio  horse,  and  the  clean* 
limbetl  quickly  .gathering  Kentuckian,  galloping 
between  the  swift  but  shuffling  Illinois  pac« 
and   the   high-acliuned   tight-looking   Now-1 
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trott«.  Every  one  rode  as  if  for  a  wager;  ami 
"hen  wc  drew  our  reins,  the  talk  upon  horse-flesh 
•upersedtng  almost  the  interest  of  the  schooner, 
iht»wed  Ihm  the  Monroeites,  like  Catiline  and 
Purdy,  deserve  to  be  celebrated  for  their  jud(^- 
meni  in  these  natters.  A  very  good  and  full 
hand  of  amateur  musicians,  composed  of  re- 
ipectnble  private  individuals  nf  the  village,  came 
■1  t&»t  upon  the  ground,  and  clianged  the  subject 
to  ibc  name  of  tht  new  vessel,  whiuh  several  wish- 
ed to  niter,  before  launching,  from  the  hackneyed 
otte  of  Diana  to  the  more  characteristic  sound 
of  Tecuiineh,  the  spot  being  so  celebrated  in  l!ie 
memoirs  of  that  great  chief.  '*  You  know  Te- 
cnmseb  then,  sir?"  said  I  to  an  old  gentleman, 
who,  !  was  informed,  had  been  a  field-ofGcer 
during  tbe  late  war,  and  engaged  in  several  bat- 
tlu.  "  I  did,  »ir  ;  anil  lie  was  as  thorough  a  gen- 
tlnnan  and  as  high-toned  an  officer  as  any  in  the 
Britfah  service."  The  chief,  yon  know,  actually 
bdd  hi*  commission  as  a  general  officer  imme- 
diately from  the  King  of  Britain.  "  What  do 
)ou  then,  sir,  think  of  his  uiassacre  upon  this 
ipot  ?"  I  rejoined.  "  The  barhanti/  of  that  act. 
Fir,  wmc  only  in  accordance  with  Indian  ideas  of 
wirfarc.  The  disgrace  of  it  attaches  entirely 
(Proctor)  who  permitled, 
g5 
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perhaps  Banctioned,  the  atrocity.**  The  old  od^ 
fiwr'a  blood  seamed  to  kindle  anew  as  he  dwelt 
upon  that  horrible  slaughter  of  a  force  which  bid 
capitulated  on  honourable  terms  with  a  full  re- 
liance on  the  foe  for  ]]roIeclion.  I  asked  hiin 
about  the  sick  and  wounded,  who  were  burnt  up 
in  the  hospital,  or  shot  to  death  as  ibty  no 
shrieking  through  the  flames.  "  I  saw  their 
bones,"  he  re]ilied,  "  when  the  ruins  wore  stilJ 
recent.  I  came  on  with  the  corps  of  Kentuckiaos 
which  advanced  soon  after  into  this  country,  aod 
subsequently  so  eagerly  avenged  their  country* 
men  at  the  battle  of  the  Moravian  Towns.*  1 
walked  to  the  spot  where  the  wounded  met  thor 
fule,  with  several  others.  Richard  M.  Johnaon 
was  one  of  the  number.  We  looked  into  t!ic  pi, 
and  could  see  ihe  charred  bones  and  dJsmc-mbrred 
limbs,  and  sometimes  half-burnt  bodies,  plaintr 
below.  The  men  muttered  the  deepest  curm. 
Col.  J.  spoke  not  a  word,  but  the  tears  ndmd 
from  his  eyes;  and  turning  away,  he  fxclnmed, 
'  There  lies  the  best  blood  in  Kentucky,  poarcd 
out  like  water !' "  I  have  given  as  nearly  as  I 
can  the  very  words  of  the  veteran  colonel  in  de- 
scribing  this  sad  spectacle.  Of  the  seven  hundret' 
young  men  murdered  here,  Ihe  most  were  studciils 


ANECDOTE. 


ISI 


Hht  Ifl**")  youDg  physicians,  and  mercliante,  and  the 
mats  of  opulent  farmerst — in  short,  the  very  flower 
of  Kentucky.*  The  event  threw  the  whole  state 
into  mourning. 

SpealuDg  of  the  troops  who  were  concerned  in 
tb«  early  operationa  of  these  regions,  I  have  heard 
a  number  of  Interesting  accounts  from  different 
perions  of  the  formation  of  the  aeverat  corps.  One 
rf  these,  though  I  may  very  probably,  in  trying 
to  recall  the  parliculars,  confound  them  with  the 
incidents  of  another,  I  will  venture  to  repeat.  A 
fjraduate  of  Williams  College,  Massachusetts,  who 
bad  been  recently  admitted  to  the  bar,  was  riding 
through  the  state  of  Kentucky,  perhaps  with  the 
iadga  of  (lading  some  favourable  point  at  which 
to  fix  his  abode  and  commence  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  when  he  was  accosted  near  a  village  hy 
•  mounted  traveller,  who,  mentioning  that  he  was 
4  planter  of  the  country,  invited  the  young  advo- 
cate, with  all  the  freedom  of  western  hospitality, 
ta  dine  at  his  house  the  following  day.  The  invi- 
tation was  accepted ;  and  the  eastern  gentleman, 
irriviog  at  the  mansion  of  the   unknown  host, 

*  Since  ihis  was  wrilleii,  I  have  met  wiih  a  Kenlucliy  gen- 
Ufrmn  in  lUinoii,  who  had  lost  five  relalions  in  the  miusacre 
~.a  fattier,  two  brgihen,  an  uncle,  and  a  cousm— tlie  yoangeii 
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fuuiid  a  large  parly  collected,  the  i 
whom  wtre  well  acquainted  with  eacb  oiiier, 
many  were  Btraiigers  like  himself,  and  invited  ap- 
parently in  the  same  manner.  The  diuncr.  how- 
ever, was  got  through  BOciaLly  enough ;  and  by 
the  time  the  glass  beg^an  to  circulate  freely,  all  fell 
that  easy  confidence  in  the  fellowship  and  good 
fetling  of  each  other  which  is  the  soul  of  good 
society.  The  host,  then  rising,  described  hiirAj 
the  state  of  the  north-western  frontier,  and  pro- 
duced a  commisBion  from  his  pocket  to  raise  a 
corps  and  march  at  once  thither.  They  eoKsted 
to  a  man;  their  entertainer  provided  them  on  thr 
spot  with  the  necessary  stores  and  munition*  { 
the  band  of  volunteers  started  in  a  few  hoiil 
their  march  to  the  border. 

The  name  of  the  nvble  host  was  not  dipdUoi 
biit  the  eastern  adventurer,   who  was  elected  & 
lieutenant  upon  the  spot,  and  soon  after  bcca— H 
captain,  was  said  to  have  been  better  knaw«d 
as  colonel,   general,   governor,  and  lastly,* 
Secretary  Cass. 

I  regret  now  that  I  did  not  inquire  into  uid  note 
down  the  names  and  other  particulars  of  o  relation 
so  striking ;  but  you  have  the  lalc  as  it  was  told  in 
my  hearing,  minus  the  admirable  manner  of  the 
relation.     But   I  am   forgetliiig  the  Diana - 
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hunt  of  inuaic  tells  Ihat  she  begins  to  move  on  het 
ways — calmly  now  she  slides ;  and  now,  as  that 
I-  bottle  of  champaign  foams  over  her  how,  her  mo- 
tion iacreasea  almost  to  the  velocity  of  a  gallope. 
What  a  &en»ition  does  she  make  among  the  waves, 
■ud  how  do  they  coquet  with  her  on  every  side! 
She  bobs  about  till  she  seems  as  uusCable  as  them- 
selreii.  But  now  the  sober  skipper,  like  a  good 
buiband,  takes  possesdon  of  her  virgui  eharms, 
•nd  pUcing  himself  at  once  at  the  hdm,  the  un- 
meauing  waters  cease  their  fiirting,  and  sustain 
her  above  them  without  daring  to  attempt  to  in- 
dueocv  her  course. 

'  The  ride  to  these  dock-yards  is  rather  pleasant  -, 
but  1  have  seen  handsomer  rivers  than  the  Raisin. 
The  banks  for  several  miles  around  the  village  have 
been  almoxt  denuded  of  trees;  and  the  limestone 
channel  lets  off  so  much  of  the  stream  through 
iu  crevices,  that,  like  a  tankard  of  liquor  passed 
-found  according  to  custom  at  a  western  inn,  it  is 
kalf  drunk  up  before  it  gets  to  its  real  owner,  the 
lake.  It  would  delight  on  eastern  farmer  to  see 
Che  magntticcnt  pear-trees,  which,  tall  as  the  trees 
•of  the  for^stj  and  of  the  growth  of  a  century,  eX- 
jteod  through  orchards  for  miles  along  the  stream. 
■Here,  too,  are  apple-trees,  to  the  excellence  of 
.«hose  fruit  I  can  testify,  that  were  brought  the  by 


CANALS    AND  RAILROADS. 


coDatW 
ipe,  u 


184 

French  to  this  country  in  1731.    The  g 
also,  from  which  the  river  takes  its  name, 
tute  a  beautiful  feature  in  the  level  landscape,  as 
they  hang  in  rich  festoons  along  the  banks  « 
stream,  and  climb  wherever  it  is  wooded  t 
tops  of  the  loftiest  clni 

There  is  now  an  .implication  and  great  intefMf 
making  to  incorporate  a  company  for  the  purpose 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  River  Koudn 
and  the  Saline  by  a  lock  and  dam  navigation, — dd 
improvement  which  it  is  said  can  be  made  at  sitjjht 
expense.  The  river,  flowing  gently  in  its  channd, 
with  banks  of  equal  elevalion,  seems  ready  to  re- 
ceive and  bear  upon  its  bosom  the  rich  products 
of  the  coonlry  on  its  borders.  By  constructing  a 
tow-path,  the  expense  of  which  will  not  be  heavTt 
an  excellent  canal  can  be  easily  made. 

The  subject  of  canals  and  railroads  awakens  lU 
this  moment  the  keenest  intereat  in  Michigan;  and, 
after  the  route  of  the  projected  grand  communica- 
tion between  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan,  through 
the  peninsula,  shall  be  determined  upon  by  the  ge- 
neral government,  I  have  no  donbt  but  that  larg« 
and  advantageous  outlays  of  private  c 
similar  works  will  be  made  at  other  point*.  < 
the  plans  talked  of  as  best  worthy  the  attentta 
goteniment,  that  of  a  grand  railroad 
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'  to  Detroit,  with  a  lateral  uiie  perbaps  to  Monroe, 
wems  to  be  considered  as  tbe  least  chimerical ; 
though  there  are  not  a  few  who  advocate  a  canal 
immediately  across  the  peninsula,  in  a  direct  line 
froni  the  mouth  of  the  Maumee  to  Lake  Michigan; 
and  atill  a  greater  number  who  urge  the  construc- 
tion of  one  from  the  mouth  of  tiie  Rai^n  to  that  of 
ihr  St.  Joseph's,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  penin- 
nila— -a  route  which  would  pass  through  a  country 
■ckootrledged,  I  believe,  to  be  the  most  fertile  in 
Michigan.     But  another  project  still  remains,  as 
jleaaible,  or  perhaps  more  so,  than  either  of  these- 
It  is  to  connect  the  Washtenong  or  Grand  River — 
^  ■  noble  Mream,  which  waters  half  the  territory, 
^hnd  is  navigable  nearly  two  hundred  and  forty 
^PbBcs  in  bateaux — with  the  Huron,  a  fine  Btream, 
which,  after  rising  within  a  few  miles  of  the  sources 
of  the  Washtenong,  empties  into  Lake  Krie,  on 
Ibc  opposite  side  of  the  peninsula.  You  can  hardly 
^Hbrm  an  idea  of  the  relative  importance  and  feasi- 
^HAity  of  these  projects,  without  more  knowledge 
^Hkf  the  territory  of  Michigan  than  is  common  at 
^|ttie  east,   where  people  generally  know  about  as 
^MlHch  of  it  as  they  do  of  Timbuctoo.      I   have 
^Wready  been  so  fortunate  in  my  opportunities  of 
^Rllkmg  with  well-informed   people  here,   that  I 
^PlBight  venture  at  once  to  give  you  a  general  view 
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o(  the  country,  but  I  prefer  that  you  should  gaihi^r 
whatever  information  I  have  to  give  from  my  ova 
at^lual  observations  niailc  along  the  road.  With 
regard  to  scenery,  I  do  nut  think,  from  irhat  I 
have  yet  seen,  I  can  promise  you  much ;  but  for 
agricultural  and  mineral  reaources,  and  for  manu- 
facturing and  commerciat  advantages,  I  thinlt  I 
can  prodiici!  some  data  which,  if  thry  do  not 
astonish  our  good  people  at  hotne  in  regard  lo 
Michigan,  will  at  least  account  for  the  emigrwits 
pouring  into  the  territory  as  they  do,  and  believing 
it  to  be  the  garden  of  the  Union.  You  must, 
however,  pick  up  your  information  as  I  shall,— by 
Jogging  along  quietly  with  me  through  the  coui^ 
try,  and  observing  matters  and  things  just  u  they 
come  beneath  our  eyes.  To-morrow  I  start  for 
the  interior.     Farewell ! 
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Monroe  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  5, 1833. , 
I  «  ftiTE  to  you  from  a  log-cabia  un  the  banks  of 
the  River  Rusin,  about  thirty  miles  above  Monroe. 
The  worthy  farmer,  upon  whose  premises  I  am 
quartered  for  the  night,  &its  with  his  child  on  his 
knee  ia  the  chimney-corner,  with  a  prusiug  visitor, 
pipe  iu  mouth,  opposite;  while  the  good  woman  is 
engaged  doing  some  "  chores"  at  the  farther  end 
(if  tiie  apartment,  which  is,  of  course,  the  chief  , 
oioking,  eating,  nitting,  sleeping,  and  smoking 
dumber  in  the  house.  My  dormitory,  I  have  a  . 
ibrewd  suspicion,  is  to  be  in  a  loft,  from  which  a 
lad  is  at  this  moment  descending  by  a  ladder  with 
•ome  corn  for  my  horse.  The  black  walnut  stand, 
Qpon  which  I  am  writing,  occupies  the  centre  of 
the  room  ;  and  as  I  am  at  this  moment  keeping 
up  my  share  in  a  desultory  conversation  going 
forwftfd  around  me,  and  at  the  same  time  trying 
to  check  the  undue  familiarity  of  a  large  bull-dog 
— who,  like  other  individuals,  has  become  trouble- 
e  from  being  admitted  too  rapidly  into  intimacy 
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e  linen  and  books  which,  with  my  trunk,  I  shall 
Dot  see  fur  a  month  to  come;  yet  that  pair  of 
uuldle-bags  beneath  my  feet,  thougli  conscious 
only  of  a  &hirt  a-piece,  6anked  as  they  are  by  my 
tight  fowling-piece,  which  that  weather-beaten 
vonhy  is  at  this  moment  curiously  examining, 
and  my  leggings,  which  are  drying  upon  Ihiwe 
andirons,  make  me  feel  as  rich  as  did  that  famous 
lotdato  Dugald  Dalgetty  himself,  with  bis  single 
diange  of  chamois  leather  and  iron  overcoat,  while 
handling  his  arms  and  surveying  his  compact  apw 
pointnientB  from  the  back  of  the  doughty  Gus- 


My  road  led,  from  the  moment  of  leaving  the 
rillage,  along  the  banks  of  the  Raisin,  whose  ser- 
pentine  current    Howed    fuller    and   clearer    the 
}  tetlier  I  advanced  into  the  country.     The  land  at 
B  time  gradually  rising,  and  though  never 
Sly,  yet  leaving  the  stream  far  enough  below  to 
1  a  bluff  of  some  ten  or  fifteen  feet,  where  the 
mber-Iand   rose  from   the  rich   bottoms   on  its 
irgin.    After  riding  thus  for  about  twenty  miles 
mg  the  river,  where  the  log-cabins  gradually  he- 
me fewer  and  farther  between,  I  struck  through 
P'vood  so  dense  that  it  seemed  to  terminate  the 
tlemenls  in  this  direction,  and  then,  at  a  sudden 
ning  of  the  path,  I  came  at  ouce  upon  the  "  oak 
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ife  naad  vfaov  at  cren-  sttp  aj 
hm*  «*mU  other  iBk  to  iw  kaees  in  nod,  or 
ttif)  >tv«r  tb  iCitUle  «f  wviv  cut  Mplii^s,  lo  be 
uTrrtakMi  bv  ■  BMtnler,  with  hia  leatfaeni  cbargi. 
MilKHwtMrk.  Tbr  kHHlTbd«u  ugMofooM* 
pauv  tbruugh  tbe  Awwt  ■•  I  wu  of  ■  guide ;  mi 
Im  wiUtPgljr  taking  the  lead,  I  dung  toy  bridlroa 
~  t  borw-'*  oerk,  as  the  ekin  beranw  Ujickrr  and 
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bbcker,  tad  touching  him  Binarily  with  the  spur, 
w*^  «e  went  througli  the  woods  together.  — 
*^  Take  care  of  that  tree,  sir ;  look  out  for  the 
mud-hole" — called  my  gobliti  usher  at  each  mo- 
mral,  as  we  Irampe^  and  splashed  along  wliere  I 
would  lun-e  defied  the  Evil  One  himself  lo  have 
wm  anything  but  the  impenetrable  dark.  I 
banlrd  him  not ;  hut  bending  luw  in  the  saddle  to 
■void  the  boughs,  and  gluing  my  knees  to  the 
aircingle,  I  lurreodered  myself  to  my  destiny, 
and  attended  to  nothing  but  keeping  my  horse  as 
dote  as  possible  to  the  heels  of  his  file  leader.  At 
Irogth  we  reached  a  clearing,  and  a  few  yards  of 
better  road  brought  us  to  a  log-cabin.  Tiie  fo- 
werc  ttt  supper  when  1  entered ;  and  sitting 
a  with  the  rest,  I  helped  myself  with  an  iron 
•poon  from  a  dish  of  snppawn,  and  fishing  up  a 
cup  from  the  bottom  of  a  huge  pan  nf  milk,  I 
poured  the  snowy  lii|uid  over  the  boiled  meal  that 
ri*allvd  it  in  whiteness.  The  corn  from  which  it 
ik  iuad«,  my  host  tells  me,  grew  to  the  height  of 
Hxleen  feet,  the  stalks  being  of  a  blackish-green 
colour.  Krvtn  the  same  soil,  a  black  sandy  loam 
uf  easy  tillage,  wheat  as  liigh  as  a  man's  head  ban 
been  raiaed ;  the  produce  from  a  single  grain 
being  from  three  to  four  hundred,  and  in  one 
JMtance   one   thousand    and   twenty-six.      I    see 
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The  cocUtA,  m  1  cxpcded.  vn  nv  itUoe-  cf 
rest.  I  •tomfalal  over  s  pflr  of  con,  awl  strocfc 
my  bead  agunt  tbe  raoi;  aliMit  ■*  mob  as  I  W 
got  iDj  body  finrly  almre  tbv  tiap-door.  I  Couad 
a  clean  bed ;  howewr,  mad  it  tu  a  verr  aodabk 
place  after  ail,  for  there  were  foor  persons  be- 
tides myself  slowed  away  in  (be  different  canen. 
So  soundly  did  I  sleefi  on  my  straw  pallet,  tlul 
ibe  night  seemed  to  me  but  juft  b^un,  wben  tfar 
red  glare  of  a  tallow-candle  flashing  over  n/ 
eyes,  with  the  up  of  the  mail-rider  on  my  tboat* 
der,  told  me  (hat  dawn  wm  breaking,  and  thai  «e 
roubt  be  gone.  Thv  landlord  brought  out  a  tw- 
tern  for  me  to  mount  by  ;  and  we  had  proceeded 
far  on  our  journey  before  the  faintest  streak  in 
the  east  indicated  the  waking  of  the  sun. 

It  was  about  seven  o'clock,  wheOt  slopping  to 
water  at  a  tittle  )ihantee,  I  fouud  several  laboariag 
people  at  breakfast  within ;  and,  the  toail-auiier 
cotisenting  to  wait  for  me,  I  sat  down  at  table  tt 
once  with  the  rest.  The  fare  consisted  of  hot 
rolls  and  tea,  Urge  slices  of  pork  swimming  in 
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,  and  a  dish   of  i 
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!  potatoes. 

WM  heaped  at  once  with  all,  while  each  one  pre- 
tent  Tied  with  the  others  in  civility  to  me.  They 
were  talking  of  a  horse  for  which  a  hundred  dol- 
lan  had  been  paid,  when  I  entered  ;  and  an  Eng- 
Bih  poaching  gun  I  have  with  me,  not  worth  a 
fifth  of  the  sum,  caught  the  fancy  of  the  owner. 
He  insisted  upon  "  swapping  with  me  on  equal 
terms,*  and  seemed  much  hurt  when  I  refused 
not  only  to  "  trade,"  but  expressed  no  inclijiation 
lo  see  his  favourite  steed,  I  replied,  however,  bo 
gnod-humou redly  to  his  entreaties,  that  he  still 
|>«nisted  in  them  until  taken  aside  by  one  or  two 
of  lbo*e  present.  He  then  come  up  to  me  in  an 
■hered  manner — "  I  hope,  sir,  that  I  don't  insult 
you  by  wanting  to  buy  that  ciiriosest  of  guns,  fur 
!  don't  mean  to  be  uncivil — not  at  all— in  the 

iMSt." 

Cpon  assuring  him  that  I  had  taken  no  offence, 
he  rejoined,  that  if  his  horse  was  not  worth  two 
hundred  dollars  he  would  eat  him,  but  he  had 
Kt  his  heart  upon  that  gun,  and  mu^t  have  it.  I 
did  not  like  to  expose  myself  to  the  temptation  of 
neiDg  the  horse,  though  of  course  I  did  not  think 
for  a  moment  of  taking  advantage  of  the  honest 
yeoman's  caprice;  but,  had  it  not  been  a  present 
tram  a  friend   abroad,    I    should  certainly    have 
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given  my  ardent  acquaintance  the  toy  wliicli 
caught  his  fancy,  after  what  followed.  "  I  say, 
siranf^er,"  said  he,  musing  for  a  moinent,  "do 
you  want  a  farm,  eh  ?  a  house,  eh  ?  I  'U  trade  yoo 
as  good  a  tavern  stand,  two  miles  from  this,  u 
there  is  in  the  county."  I  got  away  at  last  ai  he 
followed  me  to  the  door,  and  held  my  bridle  to 
mount,  by  promising  to  leave  him  the  object  of 
bis  desires  in  my  will. 

The  character  of  the  country  continued  for 
some  miles  much  tlie  same  as  that  passed  over 
yeslenlay,  though  the  river  gradually  degenerated 
into  a  narrow,  muiidy  stream.  The  log-cobiiu, 
which  always  occurred  in  the  heavily- timbend 
district,  had  nothing  to  distinguish  them  from 
each  other,  and  the  openings  were  as  &ilent  as  if 
man  and  beast  had  deserted  them  ;  though  I  »■ 
a  couple  of  deer  in  one  instance  feeding  afnroB^ 
and  met  a  seltler  who  was  carrying  a  wolf,  jmrt 
caught  in  n  trap  by  the  road-Mde,  on  hiH  shouU 
dcrs.  I  was  struck,  too,  at  seeing  no  less  thui 
three  fwt  fiiwns  near  different  houws,  within  a  few 
miles  of  each  other.  In  one  instance  a  tall  bound 
was  sitting  erect  beside  one  of  these  gentle  CK» 
tures,  who  was  lie-king  (he  ears  of  the  enemy  of 
his  race.  The  incident  reminded  me  of  an  anec- 
dote I  liuird  told  by  an  nkl  hunter  in  oue  of  tht 
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tuntain  districts  of  New-York.  His  fa- 
Touriie  hound  one  morning,  when  the  deer  were 
in  the  red  coat  and  not  fit  to  hunt,  came  to  him 
while  chapping,  and  made  signs  for  his  master  to 
fbliow  to  a  thicket  not  far  off*,  where  the  woodman 
discovered  a  fawn  so  entangled  that  it  could  not 
escape.  It  was  so  small  and  feeble  that  he  carried 
it  away  with  ease  in  his  arms,  while  the  doc,  which 
was  near  at  hand,  followed  her  bleating  offspring. 
The  dog  accompanied  him  with  great  apparent 
joy,  and,  though  one  of  the  keenest  of  his  kind, 
would  drive  off  the  grown  deer  only  a  few  rods, 
and  ihcn  return  at  once  to  keep  an  eye  on  hie 
muier's  movements.  The  fawn  was  laken  home, 
•Dd,  being  fed  continually  by  the  children,  soon 
««it  lame  about  the  house.  The  dog,  however, 
inusted  upon  sleeping  with  it,  and  could  scarcely 
bt  feparatcd  from  his  lung-eared  friend  ;  and 
«beD  it  met  with  the  usual  fate  of  pels,  and  died 
prematurely  a  month  or  two  after,  poor  Ring  was 
iDcoaM>lable.  The  worthy  English  settler,  who 
had  been  a  gamekeeper  in  the  "  au/d  country"  in 
his  dav,  added,  that  he  had  the  curiosity  to  dress 
a{H<?ce  of  the  venison,  which,  fond  as  hounds  are 
of  that  food,  was  rejected  with  disgust  by  the 
canine  mourner. 


One   of  the  other  fawns  which   I  saw  < 
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with  the  group  attendant,  have  mode  a  pretty 
subject  for  the  pencil,  He  had  thrust  his  he*cl 
into  &  bi!vy  of  rosy  lilde  girls,  who  were  makinf^ 
"  sand-pies"  on  the  bank  of  the  river  ;  and,  a»  bi» 
delicate  hoofii  threatened  to  demolish  the  rural 
substitutes  for  the  card-houses  of  parlour-bral 
urchins,  one  of  the  little  architects,  covering  btr 
work  with  her  hands,  kept  the  intrusive  animal  at 
bay  with  her  head  ;  the  long  yellow  locks  of  whtcli 
streamed  over  his  bluish  crest,  while  the  pcrvene 
beast  twisted  his  soout  under  and  insisted  upon 
licking  her  face. 

It  was  still  early  in  the  afternoon  when  t  orrind 
at  this  place,  and  my  surprise  was  not  slight, afktr 
coming  through  a  region  where  every  mile  leettui 
to  lead  me  farther  from  civilisation,  to  light  and- 
denly  upon  a  prelt^  village  laid  out  with  broad 
streets,  and  having  an  excellent  tavern  on  a  puUic 
square  in  the  centre.  1  entered  the  town  through 
an  oak  opening.  Within  a  few  hundred  yard* 
from  the  village  I  passed  several  grave*  appfr 
rently  dug  at  random  among  ihc  trees,  Ibougb 
each  WHS  marked  with  a  handsunic  torabatMie. 
I  have  since  learned  that  the  town*s  peopUr,  with 
a  degree  of  consideration  which  might  well  he 
emulated  in  larger  cities,  are  already 
arrangements  to  lay  out  and  plant  a  public  ■ 
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tery  for  ihe  use  of  every  religious  denomination. 
At  &[oDroe,  I  believe,  they  have  already  done 
tbe  same  thing.  There,  indeed,  they  had  an 
ample  number  of  guests  for  the  narrow  house, 
before  even  (he  abodes  for  the  living  were  built. 
The  bones  of  those  massacred  on  the  Raisin 
bleached  till  »-ithin  a  few  years  on  the  banks  of 
tbst  river  ;  and  an  inhahitaat  of  the  place  told  me 
that  he  had  often  walked  over  the  execution- 
ground,  and  handled  skulls  that  were  cloven  with 
tbe  tomahawk.  There  is  also  an  Indian  cemetery 
■bout  twelve  miles  from  Monroe,  where  the  skele- 
tons of  the  dead  can  be  plainly  seen  through  the 
tmices  of  the  stone-pile  heaped  above  them.  1 
u  told  that  they  are  wholly  unmolested  by  the 
*lu(e  iniiabitatils  ;  partly  from  feelings  of  decency 
creditable  to  themselves,  and  partly,  perhaps, 
bom  fear  of  the  roving  relatives  of  the  deceased, 
vfao  return  yearly  and  observe  the  condition  of 
Ibe  spot  with  a  jealous  eye.  Not  far  from  this 
jiau  resides  an  old  settler  who  has  killed  a  half 
t  dosen  Indians  with  his  own  hand.  Three  or 
fiwr  of  them  he  shot  with  his  rifle  from  his  cabin 
when  thej-  surrounded  it  to  capture  him  ;  and  the 
■toriea  told  of  his  encounters  with  the  others 
alight  better  be  detailed  by  a  uovelist  than  a 
Irtler-vriter.     I  have  seen  nothing  of  the  natives 
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yet,  except  a  couple  of  Wyandott  squaws ;  tbougli 
the  French  settlers,  with  their  elf-locks  and 
blanket  capotes,  might  at  a  distance  be  well  taken 
for  aborigines.  I  think  a  little  of  starting  at  once 
for  the  Rapids  of  the  Grand  River,  and  spending 
a  week  or  two  among  the  Ottawas ;  who,  I  am 
told,  are  still  there  in  considerable  numbers,  and 
preserving  enough  of  their  original  habits  to  make 
them  fair  specimens  of  the  Michigan  Indians. 
They  tell  me,  however,  that  a  guide  will  be  indi»- 
pensable ;  and  having  already  offered  one  in  vain 
a  fair  compensation,  I  may  be  compelled  to  give 
up  the  attempt. 

The  Grand  River,  or  Washtenong,  is,  as  I  have 
before  mentioned,  the  largest  stream  in  the  penin- 
sula, being  two  hundred  and  seventy  miles  in 
length,  while  the  country  watered  by  it  consists 
of  about  seven  thousand  square  miles.  It  has  a 
good  harbour  at  its  mouth,  on  Lake  Michigan, 
for  vessels  drawing  eight  feet  water;  and  it  is 
navigable  for  those  drawing  four  feet  for  moit 
than  thirty  miles  from  the  lake:  while  farther 
inland  it  traverses  a  country  represented  by  my 
informant,  who  has  recently  returned  from  sur* 
veying  in  that  distant  region,  as  of  immense  fer- 
tility. There  are  also  beds  of  gypsum  and  lime^ 
with  stone-quarries  and  mines  of  iron,  with  indfr* 
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cations  of  the  existence  of  copper,  to  be  found  on 
its  tributaries  ;  while  a  hundred  mineral  springs — 
vhich  seem  to  abound  in  this  country,  for  1  have 
Already  Been  a  half  a  dozen— enrich  the  central 
l^on,  where  its  branches  interlock  with  the 
bight  waters  nf  ihe  Huron  on  the  eastern,  and 
the  myriads  of  streams  and  lakes  which  form  the 
aouTces  of  the  Kekalamazoo  on  the  western  side 
of  the  peninsula. 

They  letl  me  here  that  it  would  he  in  vain  for 
DM  to  attempt  to  cross  the  country  from  Chicago 
to  St.  Louis  alone  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when, 
if  the  vast  prairies  are  covered  with  anow,  1  should 
he  lost  beyond  a  certainty  ;  and,  as  I  am  now  com- 
peUcd  to  remain  until  the  new  public  conveyance, 
CMilracted  for  by  government,  commences  running 
I  (he  Iht  of  January,  I  shall  employ  the  infer- 
diate  lime  in  seeing  as  luuch  of  Michigan  as 
■ible-  I  Und  myself  among  the  most  intelligent 
rpuUlton  of  the  middle  class  (the  bone  and  sinew 
Fa  community)  I  ever  mixed  with;  and  every 
r  »*eiii»so  conlenled — I  may  even  say  delighted 
Mth  his  adopted  home,  that  I  am  catching  a  little 
ithe  spirit  of  those  around  me,  and  am  eager  to 
tit  more  intimately  scenes,  which  one  would  sup- 
!  were  Klysian,  by  the  way  in  wlitcti  people 
k  of  them.     I  find  myself  as  yet  only  thirty-five 
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miles  from  Monroe  by  the  new  U.  &  road,  though 
the  route  I  travelled  was  sixty-five.  When  you 
next  hear  from  me,  I  shall  be  farther  in  the  interior, 
and  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  I  have  seen  a 
hill  or  a  rock,  the  sight  of  either  of  which  would, 
I  confess,  be  refreshing,  in  spite  of  all  the  charms 
of  oak  openings,  vine-hung  streams,  and  gmssj 
bottoms. 


HEALTHFULNKSS   OP   MICHIGAN. 


LETTER  XIII. 


Saline,  Wubtenaw  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  7. 
I  HAVE  just  spent  aa  hour  with  Mr.  Risden,  the 
furveyitr  uf  a  great  part  of  Michigan,  in  talking 
•bout  the  district  with  which  he  is  familiar.  The 
coDTcrnation  turning  upon  the  healthfulness  of 
Michigan,  there  was  not  one  out  of  several  resi- 
dents present  who  did  not  admit  the  existence  of 
biliaus  fevers,  and  fever  and  ague,  in  every  part  of 
the  country  ;  but  ihcy  spoke  of  passing  through 
thne  dioeases  as  merely  a  sligiit  process  of  accli- 
matingt  which,  in  the  general  health  of  the  coun- 
try, «u  hardly  to  be  considered.  They  asserted, 
u>o,  what  I  have  before  heard  stated  hy  more  than 
me  physician  in  the  territory,  that  Michigan  is 
rxempi  from  many  of  the  diseases  most  fatal  to 
bamai)  life  at  the  east.  Consumption,  for  in- 
sUnce, — which  a  reference  to  the  bills  of  mortality 
will  show  destroys  almost  as  many  in  New- York, 
take  year  and  year  together  for  several  in  succes- 
^Klloci,*  M  does  the  yellow-fever  in  New-Orleans, — 
^B  *  UnltH  1  Mn  much  niJHlakf n,  the  deollis  from  consumplion 
^■jfcMWnnge  IweDiy-6ve a  week,  which  vill  give  twelve  ot 
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is  here  unknown.  Not  only,  I  am  told,  do  no 
cases  urigioate  here,  but  many  persons  from  Nev. 
York,  it  is  asserted,  have  been  cured  of  ibe  com- 
plaint by  coming  to  reside  in  Michigan.  The 
most  unhealthy  points  are  in  the  vicinity  of  ntiU- 
dams  and  of  marshes,  near  both  of  which  lh«  set- 
tlers are  apt  to  fix  themselves:  near  the  lir&t,  foe 
tlie  convenience  of  grindiug  and  sawing ;  and  near 
the  last,  for  the  rich  grass  they  aflbrd  with  only 
the  trouble  of  mowing.  Health,  indeed,  b  the 
last  thing  a  settler  secniH  to  think  of,  by  the  way 
in  which  he  chooses  a  site  for  his  house.  The 
country  abounds  with  lakes  and  streams  of  the 
purest  water  filled  with  fiish,  but  you  seldom  find 
a  house  on  their  banks ;  the  purchaser  of  a  new 
possession  neglects  alike  the  tempting-looking  oak 
opening,  and  erects  his  dwelling  iu  the  thick 
forest,  provided  only  a  road  or  trail  passes  wilhJB 
three  feet  of  his  duor.  A  trail,  by  the  way,  I 
must  tcU  you,  is  an  Indian  footpath,  that  ha* 
been  travelled  perhaps  for  centuries,  and  bc«n 
here  the  same  relation  to  an  ordinary  road  tliat 
a  turnpike  does  to  a  railroad  in  your  state.  He 
chooses,  in  short,  the  moat  fertile  >pol  on  bis 
acres,   in   order   to    have  a  garden   immedialdy 

Ibuneen  hundred  Ihtfti  cofte)  in  a  ^mr;  a  terrible  matt  tm 
OM  MOiplaiul  alone. 
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bnd  his  house,  which  he  places  plump  upon  the 
d,  in  order  to  have  it  "mcwe  sociaMe-like,  and  to 
I  folks  passing.*"     His  garden  grows  from  almost 
nhing.     The  first   yesr  the   hog-pen  and  cow- 
yard  occupy  the  place  designed  fur  its  commence- 
owni.     They  are  moved  farther  from   the  house 
^Ule  second  year,  and  a  few  cabbages  occupy  tlie 
^HM  which  they  have  enriched.     They  move  again 
^fi  the  third  year ;  and  the  garden,  which  can  now 
botist  of  a  few  currant-bushes  and  a  peach-tree, 
expands  over  the  place  ihey  have  ceased  to  occupy. 
And  DOW  our  settler,  having  built  a  fine  burn, 
and  "got  things  snug  about  him,"  begins  to  like 
H  the   looks  of  the  woods  again,  which  he  has  bu 
HhduKtrinualy  swept  from  every  spot  that  can  be 
^Bjfen    from  his  door.     He  shoulders  his  pickaxe, 
BjJBes  out  into  the  forest,  and  selecting  two  of  the 
^■Mghtcst  maple  aapUngs  he  can  find,  ihey  are 
'  it  otw«  disinterred,  their  heads  chopped  off,  and 
ih*  pair  of  poles,  thrust  into  the  ground  within 
two  feet  of  his  door,  are  whitewashed  and  called 
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KrI  h«ve  been   here  two  or  three  days,   but  so 

Mfued  in  riding  about  looking  al  the  country, 

\  1  have  not  till  now  attempted  to  finish  this 

Far  different  is  the  ap{)earance  of  the  cot- 
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tages  here,  from  those  described  above  as  the 
common  residence  of  new  settlers.  They  build 
almost  altogether  in  the  oak  openings;  and  as  the 
country  is  now  undulating,  1  have  seen  sume  cabins 
■very  prettily  situated  in  clumps  of  oaks,  a  gun- 
shot from  tlie  road,  uiih  fields  of  young  wheat  t%- 
tending  in  every  direction  around  them.  The  tad, 
when  first  turned  up,  is  a  kind  of  yellow  gnvel, 
very  unpromising  in  its  appearance ;  but  it  rapitOy 
undergoes  a  chemical  change,  becoming  almott 
black  in  fields  of  two  years'  cultivation,  and  im- 
proving every  season  without  the  aid  of  a  particle 
of  manure.  I  have  now  got  among  the  rolHng 
land,  in  a  region  full  of  lakes  and  oak  openings,  of 
which  hitherto  1  had  only  a  laatc.  I  need  Hatdly 
say  how  much  more  grateful  such  a  country  b  to 
my  eye  than  the  level  thickly-timbered  lands  about 
Detroit  and  Monroe. 

I  came  hither  by  way  nf  the  pretty  village  of 
Anne-Arbour,  which  contains,  I  should  ihink, 
seven  or  eiglit  hundred  inhabitants;  manyof  wbon, 
I  am  told,  are  very  respectable  English  emigmts. 
I  stopped  at  a  farm-house,  about  five  miles  from 
here,  to  dine.  A  white-headed  boy,  six  or  •cren 
years  old,  was  turning  a  grindstone  before  tbe 
door,  while  a  couple  of  Indians  sharpened  their 
knives.     Near  them  a  miserable  pony,  with  hi» 
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saddle  covered  with  a  freshly- flayed  deer, 
a  brindled,  wiry-liaired  dog,  with  (he  head  of 
a  wolf  and  the  crest  of  a  boar,  skulked  around  the 
jitaughlered  game,  and  snarled  in  its  prutectiou, 
tea,  after  disoiountiog,  I  approached  it.  His 
arthy  masters  and  myself  entered  ihe  house 
'*  Tenepe  keen  chemocumon  ?"  (Where 
your  American?)  said  the  oldest  of  the  two  to 
lery  pretty  Connecticut  girl,  who  had  recently 
Uowed  her  hiuband  to  this  country.  She  replied 
f  pointing  to  him  working  at  a  distance  in  a  field, 
td  the  Indians  sat  down  patiently  till  the  farmer 
Itered.  The  venison  was  then  laid  on  a  table, 
a  bargaining  scene  commenced,  which  lasted 
half  an  hour-  "  Ca it- nee-shin,  chomocomoti,'" 
ifN'ot  a  good  American,)  said  one  of  the  red  bar- 
lerers,  turning  to  me,  as  the  white  trader  oSered 
him  what  he  thought  too  little  for  a  whole  deer.  The 
bargain  was  struck,  however,  before  a  bystander 
terpret  the  appeal  for  me.  The  skin  still 
led  with  the  Indian;  and  I  was  nut  s  little 
rised  to  see  produced  from  it  a  variety  of 
lies  of  Indian  produce,  aiiiong  which  were 
rge  cakes  of  deer's  tallow,  about  the  size  of  an 
iinary  cheese.  These  were  all  traded  away  in 
ioD,  and  a  small  cask  produced  by  the  In- 
was  filled  with  whiskey  on  the  spot;  and  the 
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eldest  Bioiuitiiig  the  poDj,  they  both  shook  me  bj 
the  hand,  and  sooo  disappeared  with  thdr  poiaon- 
ous  burden  behind  a  turoing  of  the  road.  They 
were  of  the  Ottawa  tribe,  wdl-made  men,  thou^ 
slightly  built,  and  with  aquiline  noses  and  6ndj- 
shaped  heads ;  and  each,  when  I  first  saw  them, 
had  the  freest  and  most  graceful  step  I  ewer  saw, 
whether  on  the  sod  or  in  the  ball-room. 

How  complete  was  the  metamorphosis  when  I 
overtook  them  half  an  hour  afterward  in  the 
woods!  The  eldest,  who  could  not  have  been 
more  than  five-«ud-thirty,  was  barely  sober  enough 
to  guide  his  horse;  and  sitting  with  both  arms 
around  the  barrel  of  whiskey  on  the  pommd 
before  him,  he  reminded  me  of  an  engraving  of 
Bacchus,  in  a  very  vulgar  and  not  very  witty  book 
called  Homer  Travestie.  The  Indian  gravity, 
which  had  before  been  preserved  amid  all  the 
nervousness  incident  to  a  trading  operation,  had 
now  thoroughly  deserted  him,  and  toddling  from 
side  (o  side,  he  muttered  a  sort  of  recitative,  which ' 
combined  all  the  excellences  of  the  singing  and 
spouting  of  a  civilized  toper.  His  companion,  a 
youth  of  but  seventeen,  seemed  perfectly  sober; 
and  stopping  only  occasionally  to  pick  up  the  whip 
of  the  fumbling  rider,  he  stepped  so  lightly  by  his 
horse^s  side  that  the  leaves  scarcely  rustled  beneath 
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hU  moccitstn.  I  was  somewhat  pained,  of  course, 
«t  the  exhibition,  though  I  confess  I  was  not  a 
little  diverlcd,  while  riding  along  for  miles  in  the 
dient  woods  with  such  grotesfjoe  company.  The 
pedestrian  continued  as  reserved  and  respectful  aa 
;  but  my  fellow -cavalier,  after  talking  a  quan- 
tiiy  of  gibberish  [o  me,  which  was,  of  course,  per- 
fectly unintelligible,  seemed  to  be  at  last  quite 
angry  because  I  could  not  understand  him  ;  then, 
again  becoming  pacified,  he  found  a  new 
■Hirce  of  Tehenience  in  urging  me  to  "  schwap 
\_ft4iieAegun"  (exchange  my  gun,  to  which  he  took 
-1  great  fancy)  for  his  "  papoos/ie  pascocachee" 
^ild  of  a  horse,)  as  he  called  a  cult  that  followed 
Ae  forlorn  pony  ou  which  he  rode. 

I  could  not  help  blaming  myself,  however,  for 

hating  been  so  lung  diverted  nith  the  frailties  of 

this  hospitable  Silenus,    when  at  parting,   about 

nightfidl,  where  he  struck  iuto  the  forest,  he  gave 

an  invitation  to  his  wigwam,  twenty  miles  off; 

fying  the  distance  by  raising  all  his  fingers 

{vice,  at  the  same  time  using  the  words,  "  Howh ! 

morchee  neen  wigwam"  (come  to  my  wigwam). 

strangely  are  we  constituted,  that  one  should 

ive  amusement  in  the  woods  from  an  exhibition 

ich,  in  a  city,  would  only  excite  pain  dud  dis- 

I  have  never  seen  a  half-intoxicated  Indian 
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before  without  the  deepest  feelings  of  commisen- 
tion.  As  for  the  alleged  crime  of  selling  ladiuu 
whiske}',  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  it.  The  luvc 
of  Bpirituou.s  liquors  is  a  natural  craving  of  the  red 
man,  which  is  irrepressible,  and  as  such  I  have 
heard  the  most  humane  and  inlclligcnt  penona 
speak  of  it, — people  who  have  passed  their  liwt 
among  the  Indians,  and  have  done  their  best  lo 
snatch  them  from  this  perdition.  The  haughtkn 
chief  will  travel  a  Iiundred  miles  for  a  pint  of 
whiskey,  and  get  drunk  the  moment  he  receives  it, 
wheresoever  he  may  be. 

Providence  seems  to  have  designed  that  Ihii 
mysterious  race  should  not  continue  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  fate  has  infused  a  fatal  thirst  into  theb 
bosoms,  which  is  hastening  their  doom  with  fear- 
ful celerity.  But  six  years  ago,  and  the  woods 
around  me  were  nUve  with  Indians ;  now  they  arc 
only  traversed  by  a  few  such  stragglers  as  tbesc 
You  may  talk  of  civilizing  them, — but  that,  lou, 
is  impossible.  You  may  more  easily  civiliie  the 
Bliipidest  African  than  the  most  intelligent  lodiin; 
and  yet,  who  ft^r  a  moment  would  compare  lb< 
erect  piirt  and  manly  tread,  the  air,  the  Uoodtd 
look  of  the  one,  with  his  keen  sngadly  and  rare 
inslinctH,  to  the  misshapen  form,  the  shuffling  gi)t| 
and  stupid  beariug  of  llic  other?     Whcf«i  thwr 
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■  the  difficulty? — The  African  is  an  imitative 
SRimal,  the  Indian  is  not.  He  trill  copy  the  form 
of  your  weapoHB,  for  lie  has  felt  their  edge;  and 
he  will  make  himself  ridiculous  by  wearing  a 
cocked-hat,  because  he  conceives  it  to  be  an  em- 
blem of  authority.  Rings  and  bracelets  he  may 
wear,  for  they  recommend  him  to  his  own  tribe; 
but  the  forms  and  fashions  of  civilization  he  de- 
■pises.  The  negro  furnishes  the  best  raw  material 
for  a  dandy  that  can  be  had;  he  learns  at  once 
hoir  to  wear  his  hat  and  adjust  his  shirt-collsr 
ucording  to  the  last  mode  of  the  white  man.  The 
Indian,  if  a  fop,  departs  even  farther  than  usual 
front  the  costume  of  a  European.  He  comes 
frota  Nature's  hands  all  that  she  ever  intended 
bun  to  be, — (he  wild  man  of  the  woods.  To  the 
ketness  of  the  deer  in  traversing  the  forest,  he 
unites  the  instinct  of  the  hound  in  finding  his 
war ;  and  when  you  add  to  these  the  mental  gift 
of  a  certain  wild  eloquence,  wholly  unimprovable 
hf  cultivation,  you  have  nearly  summed  up  the 
intellectual  quali^cations  of  the  American  savage, 
—the  genuine  child  of  Nature — the  untamed— the 
unrsmeable. 

I  bad  a  long  conversation  on  this  subject  yester- 
day with  s  middle-aged  gentleman  of  high  intelli- 
Bpoce  and  character,  for  many  years  settled  in  the 
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band  as  usual,  with  Iiis  shrill  exclamation  of  wel- 
eonjc ;  aiid  my  parly  proceeded  at  once  to  pitch 
our  teat  near  bis,  before  a  blazing  fire  of  logs. 
After  affording  us  what  assistance  be  could,  the 
ygung  chief  left  us  ;  but  in  the  evening  lie  called 
in  again  at  our  tent,  and  brought  his  father  and 
mother,  his  wife,  and  three  sisters  with  him.  They 
all  looked  quite  solemn ;  and  in  his  manner,  parti- 
cularlv,  there  was  something  altogether  unusual. 
YiHJDg  Kelche-waun-doug-enink  had  been  quite 
my  friend,  always  appeared  glad  to  see  me,  and 
»M  generally  sociable  in  his  way;  but  now  he 
was  grave  and  reserved,  almost  to  severity.  My 
bmiliarity  with  Indian  character  induced  me  to 
supprew  everything  like  surprise  at  such  an 
txtraordinary  change  of  deportment,  and  we  sat 
thus,  1  should  think,  for  at  least  half  an  hour. 
\t  last  the  young  Indian  rose  up  in  a  formal 
*ay,  and  taking  a  position  full  in  the  light  of 
tbe  Gre.  began  a  speech  abounding  with  gesture 
md  vehemence.  The  amount  of  it  was  this: — 
'  ListeD,  ray  friend  ;  I  see  that  you  are  wiser  than 
any  of  your  white  brethren." — (I  must  interrupt 
BT  story ,*"  said  my  companion,  "  to  remind  you, 

t  believing  my  young  Indian  friend,  who  was 
e-looking  fellow,  had  some  relish  for  civili- 

ion,  and  half  a  mind,  indeed,  to  turn  white 
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man,  I  aoticipaled  that  some  proposition  to  that 
effect  would  be  the  purport  of  his  speech.)  He 
continued — '  I  am  glad  to  see  that  you  love  Uic 
Indians ;  that  you  are  not  aahamed  of  our  mode 
of  life.  Let  me  tell  you,  what  1  presume  you 
already  know,  that  the  ]ila  of  the  white  roan  i* 
one  of  care  and  trouble.  The  Great  Spirit  has 
blessed  his  red  children  in  a  peculiar  ntauner. 
We  have  no  care.  We  are  as  Che-manitou' 
made  us.  We  have  not  degenerated,  but  are 
still  his  favourites.  You  never  see  a  wrinkle  on 
the  brow  of  an  Indian.  Look,  uiy  brother,  at 
the  forehead  of  my  old  father :  it  is  as  smooth 
as  my  own,  though  sixty  winters  have  whitened 
his  bead.  His  days  have  glided  on  as  iiiidtsturbed 
as  the  smooth  stream  before  yon.'  — (We  were 
on  the  banks  of  the  Shiawassee,"  interrupted  the 
narrator.)  —  "  '  l)o  you  see,  my  brother,  those 
pebbles  in  the  bottom  of  the  clear  stream,  as  il 
throws  hock  the  light  of  your  fire  ?  It  u  thua 
that  every  thought  can  be  seen  that  dwells  in 
the  mind  of  the  Indian.  He  has  no  disguise-^ 
no  cause  for  it;  the  troubles  of  the  white  man 
disturb  not  the  clear  stream  of  his  soul.  Come 
with  us— share  with  us  the  gifts  of  Che-manitou ; 

*  Cho-niatiituu,  God,  or  (hu  lireal  Spirit ;  Mi-che-iaWte^^ 
ijk^davil,  o[  tint  eiil  iptnt. — Se«  note  D.  «^^^H 
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ink  DO  more  of  those  distant  lands  of  your 
thildhood,  where  men  live  but  to  harass  each 
other,  and  gather  riches  that  eat  the  soul  up 
with  care.  Come — here  you  will  build  your 
ingwsm  —  I  nill  help  you;  you  shall  have  my 
Brterfor  your  wife — she  shall  weave  your  mats, 
ind  nuse  your  com,  and  dry  your  venison, 
vhich  we  will  kill  together  in  the  woods.  You 
l»Te  lived  long  enough  a  life  of  wretchedness; 
cotne  and  be  happy  with  us.'  " 

I  was  curious  to  leam  how  the  rest  of  the 
fiunily,  and  especially  the  fair  member  of  it  par- 
ticularly designated  in  this  singular  harangue, 
brhsved  while  her  brother  was  pronouncing  it ; 
ttui  more  than  all,  how  the  object  of  it  himself 
received  the  address.  I  will  endeavour  to  give 
you  the  esact  replies  of  my  interesting  com- 
paoioD,  without  repeating  the  various  questions 
(ram  me  which  elicited  them. 

"  My  young  friend  sal  down.  Throughout  bis 
ipeech  the  family  observed  the  utmost  silence. 
The  lady  in  question  was  as  indifferent  as  an 
Indian  could  be — at  least  in  manner.  They  all 
looked  at  me  for  my  opinion,  the  lady  excepted. 
I  will  confess  that  I  felt  embarrassed,  though  I 
had  but  half  a  dozen  Indians  for  my  audience. 
,  however,   was  necessary.     '  I  thank 
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you,  my  friend,'  said  I,  'and  needed  not  this  new 
proof  of  your  friendship.  I  am  sensible  Che- 
oianitou  has  smiled  upon  you ;  that  you  are  hit 
favourite  children.  But  we  while  men  have 
be^n  spoiled  by  education  ;  we  have  befn  (aught 
to  think  many  things  necessary  that  you  red  men 
can  do  well  without ;  and  inferior  as  our  mode 
of  life  is  to  yours,  it  is  not  the  least  of  its  evils 
that  it  has  unfitted  us  for  the  simple  pleasures 
that  Chc-mnnitou  every  day  gives  you.  I  have 
friends  and  a  mother  far  away  towards  the  rising 
sun.  She  does  not  know  the  red  men,  and  might 
not  be  a  mother  to  your  Mster.  Your  sister,  if 
1  should  take  ber  to  the  rising  sun  with  me, 
would  pine  for  her  green  woods  and  wj^am 
by  the  bright  Shiawassee.  She  will  doubtltn 
be  happier  as  she  is.  She  will  take  for  her 
husband  some  red  man  like  yourself,  who  wDl 
love  her,  and  prize  the  blessings  which  Che- 
manitou  yields  you.  I  again  thank  you,  my 
friend,  and  your  sister-  I  must,  after  a  few 
days,  leave  this  country;  but  I  shall  bear  my 
friends  in  my  heart,  and  in  the  crowded  dty 
where  the  white  men  live,  I  shall  often  sigh  for 
these  green  woods,  and  lament  the  absence  of  my 
red  friends.'  " 
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Deiler,  Waahlenaw  Co-,  M.  T.,  Dec.  IStli, 


t  HAVE  been  waiting  here  f 


'  I  last  V 


tdef  to  join  an  exploring  party  of  three  or  four 

individuals,  (o  go  up  into  Sliiawassee  county,  to 

examine  lands.     A  heavy  snow-storm  has  set  in 

to-day,  however,  and,  as  it  will  put  on  end  to  the 

expedition,  1  shall  probably  start  by  myself  for 

the  Kalamazoo  country  to-morrow.     The  journey 

Grand  River,  which  I  proposed  to  myseir,  I 

II,  from  the  time  it  would  consume,  be  com- 

Icd  now  to  abandon  entirely.     1  do  not  regret 

lime    1    have    spent  here,  for   I  am    not  far 

the  centre  of  the   territory  ;    and   while  I 

hive  my  head-quarters  at  a  good  inn  in  a  welU 

wttl«]  place,    1   can   in  a  ride  of  a  few  miles 

inge    at    once  into   the    wilderness.      It  is   s 

ly  dangerous  matter,  however,  for  a  stranger 

wiihout  a  guide   reconnoitring  through  a 

country  where  every  liill,  lake,   and  wood  looks 

to  much  like  its  brother,  that  the  ordinary  land- 

IHrks   are  of    no  assistance   to   the   eye.      The 
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scenery  of  Michigan  will  be  far  more  attractm 
when  cullivation  shall  have  given  variety  to  i 
landscape  which,  however  beautiful  at  preBent^  ii 
somewhat  monotonous. 

After  visiting  nearly  a  dozen  of  the  transparent 
ponds  of  every  size  which  stud  the  surface  of 
the  country,  and  finding  but  two  or  three  whoK 
firm  banks,  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  elevatMO, 
assumed  a  picturesque  appearance,  from  tht 
irregular  manner  in  which  they  pushed  thtii 
beaulifully-wooded  promontories  far  idIo  (be 
lakes  they  bounded,  I  started  the  other  diiy 
to  visit  a  sheet  of  water,  somewiiat  elevated, 
about  twelve  miles  off.  My  way^  after  going  a 
mile  or  two  from  the  village,  led  through  oilc 
openings  of  rolling  land,  called  **  the  Short 
Hills,"  which  I  can  best  assimilate  to  a  colleciioo 
of  enormous  graves  —  the  tombs  of  hou«eho]di, 
if  you  choose— thrown  confusedly  together  upoa 
a  perfectly  level  surface ;  where  a  patch  of  wild 
meadow-land,  a  cranberry  marsh,  or  a  bog  tint 
looked  like  the  desolated  bed  of  a  lake,  and  fre- 
quently, indeed,  the  shallow  lake  itself,  filled  up 
the  intervals.  The  huge  oaks  that  crowned  the 
summits  of  these  formal  mounds  were  the  only 
objects  that  relieved  the  dreariness  of  the  land- 
Kape;  even  they,  1  thought,  while  riding  alone 
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nth  llieir  branches,  that  sighed  to  the  Decem- 
ber wiod,  were  Dot  the  mast  enlivening  objects  in 
iJie  «or]d. 

I  rode  lhu8  for  miles  without  sefing  a  living 
ihiug  except  a  raven,  wliich,  as  that  description 
of  bird  ii  only  found  in  those  parta  of  the  Union 
■  here  wolves  still  infest  the  country,  I  at  onc« 
took  it  for  granted  was  hovering  near  one  of  the 
Mvage  beaats  to  which  he  ao  faithfully  plays  the 
jukal-     Wheeling  my  horse  suddenly  from  the 
trail  towards  a  thicket  of  dwarf  oaks,  where  I 
eipected   to   find  the  carrion  deer  that  attracts    , 
tbeie  worthies,  he  sheered  from  the  bush,  and  I 
was   thrown   upon    the  spot.     After   extricating 
the  foot,  by  which  I  was  dragged  a  yard  or  two, 
from   the  stirrup.  I  sprang   up  but  little  hurt, 
ind  moved  as  quickly  as  possible  to  catch  my 
horse,  who,   having  paused   for  an  instant  in  a 
clump  of  trees  near  by,  turned  his  bead  round, 
bke  a  pointer  taken  aback  with   the  scent  after 
be  has  passed  a  bush,  and  stood  calmly  gazing 
al    tne.     At    the   first   step   towards   the   rascal, 
however,  he  moved   nearly  a  rod  sideways,  and 
then,  ducking  his  head  towards  the  ground,  and 
thmwing  his  heeU  high  in  the  air,  my  ungrateful 
oourser,  accompanying  these  motions  with  every 
•ddittonal  mark  of  disrespect  he  could   summon 
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to  bis  aid,  left  his  master  alone  id  the  wildenie». 
He  disappeared  beliind  a  hill  iq  a  moment.  I 
could  not  help  ejaculating  with  the  Kentuckiao, 
vhoae  house  and  family  had  been  burnt  by  ibf 
savages  while  he  was  cleaning  his  rifle  at  a  brook 
hard  by,  "This  is  very  hdiculoui.'" 

No  time  was  to  be  lost,  however.  It  was  Utf 
in  ihe  day,  and  I  was  far  from  any  house  ;  while 
the  occasional  flakes  of  snow  which  began  to  fill 
from  the  block  lowering  sky,  threatened  a  storm, 
which  might  cover  in  a  moment  the  only  path 
that  could  guide  me  homeward.  I  sat  down  at 
once  among  the  long  dry  grass,  and  stripping  off 
my  leggings,  and  disembarrassing  my  heels  of 
the  now  useless  ttpurs,  stowed  all  away  in  my 
coat-pockets.  The  coat  itself  1  rolled  up  in  a 
bundle  around  my  left  arm,  and  taking  my  gm, 
to  which  I  applied  a  fresh  cap,  in  my  rigfal,  I 
strode  off  in  as  good  a  humour  as  one  could  sum- 
mon under  such  provoking  circumstances.  I 
could  not  help  thinking,  indeed,  how  miicli 
worse  molters  might  have  been  had  I  been  I 
detierled  in  one  of  the  broad  prairies,  thirty  fl 
perhaps,  from  any  huuse. 

As  for  the  loss  of  my  horsw,  I  felt  ko  indigiuiBl 
against  the  inconsiderate  bruir,  that,  I  confeaa,il 
did  not  much  trouble  me.     Thusd 
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fpQviog  notnenUHly  in  better  humour  with  my- 
idf.  The  scene  around  was  dreary  at  present ; 
but  having  had  all  ihe  wild  flowers  that  grow  in 
Uichigan  described  to  me,  I  exercised  my  imagi- 
natioa  by  conceiving  the  more  attractive  appear- 
ance it  must  wear  in  summer.  I  thought  how 
tbe  brown  woods  must  l<)ok  when  the  Idfty  oaks 
around  were  clothed  in  their  deep-green  foliajje. 
1  thought  of  the  various  vines  and  flowers  which 
then  fiU  the  broad  openings  between  their  atemn — 
of  tho  clumps  of  cluster-rosea  that  here  grow  wild 
ud  cover  whole  acres  — of  the  crimson  daisy  and 
fragrant  balm  pink,  the  Jeep-bued  lichnidia  and 
gorgeoua  golden  rod,  which,  with  jonquils  and 
nuranth,  (lie  purple  foxglove  and  saffron-co- 
Iwred  flijk-weed,  paint  the  surface  of  the  soil,  I 
coold  fancy  the  glossy  leaves  of  the  nightshade, 
•ilh  its  white  blossoms  and  poisonous  berries,  the 
cree[Niig  ivy  and  red  columbine,  clustering  at  the 
hue  of  the  hills;  the  snow-white  lily  of  the 
islley,  the  Ulnc-tinted  adder's-tongue,  and  straw- 
raloured  arrow-head,  shooting  through  the  long 
grass  between  ;  while  the  purple  fleur-de-lis  bloom* 
ed  along  the  wet  marshes,  where  the  splendid 
urdinai-flower  tossed  its  scarlet  blossoms  in  the 
brteze. 

must  have  practised  horticulture  in  this  way 
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for  some  time,  when,  on  rising  a  sli|^  eminenoe  m 
my  path,  I  saw  my  amiaWe  roan  standing  quietly 
looking  in  the  direction  whence  I  was  coming,  ap- 
parently waitidg  for  me.  I  was  completely  molli- 
fied.  I  forgave  him  the  little  freak,  and  adYanoed 
with  a  light  heart  to  lay  my  hand  upon  the  hridle. 
He  moved  a  little,  and  so  did  I.  He  moved  a 
little  more,  and  I  stood  still.  I  spoke  to  him,  bat 
he  continued  moving.  I  coaxed  him,  in  a  tone 
that  would  have  mdted  the  heart  of  one  of  the 
marble  horses  of  St.  Mark^s ;  he  was  moved  by  it 
—  only  farther  from  me.  I  whistled  to  him  —  (I 
had  taught  hinr  a  day  or  two  before  to  come  to 
my  whistle,  when  he  had  obeyed  me  like  a  dog)— 
he  stopped,  and  I  advanced  once  more  to  lay  my 
hand  on  the  saddle,  and  the  scoundrel  broke  into 
a  trot  just  as  I  was  about  touching  him.  I 
brought  my  piece  to  my  shoulder,  and  could 
hardly  forbear  drawing  the  trigger  upon  him  as 
I  stood. 

The  ground  now  rolled  like  the  waves  of  a 
frozen  sea;  and  my  nefarious  brute,  who  soon 
began  to  stalk  leisurely  along  about  a  hundred 
yards  ahead  of  me,  would,  to  carry  out  the  figure, 
be  just  topping  the  combing  while  I  was  in  the 
trough,  and  vice  versa — like  two  children  balan* 
cing  on  a  plank.     It  was  perfectly  insufierable. 
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e  sfter  mile,  to  see  that  eternal  saddle  bobbing 
up  and  down  a  hundred  jards  ahead  of  me. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  the  vexatious  wearer  would 
step  aside  among  a  cluster  of  oaks,  to  nip  the 
lender  grass  which  still  lingered  around  their 
roots;  and  then,  as  he  would  arch  his  neck,  and, 
•eeming  to  admire  the  Indian  blanket  and  flame- 
coloured  surcingle,  which,  after  the  gay  taste  of  the 
West,  I  had  buckled,  combining  use  with  orna- 
meot,  to  the  back  of  the  ungrateful  brute,  dash  off 
with  a  snort  into  a  patch  of  prairie-land,  I  could 
not  but  admire  the  eye  of  fire  and  gracefully-^ 
gathering  limbs  of  the  spirited  creature.  I  wished, 
however,  that  he  was  anybody's  horse  but  mine, 
disporting  himself  at  that  rate.  At  last,  at  a 
toraing  of  the  path  he  disappeared  behind  a  hill, 
and,  ceasing  longer  to  tantalize,  left  me  compa- 
ratively comfortable.  I  reached  the  first  "clear- 
ing" about  twenty  minutes  afterward,  and  looking 
along  the  highway,  which  here  commenced,  my 
horse  was  nowhere  to  be  seen, 

Tireti   alike  with   walking   and  vexation,   and 

parched  with  thirst  (I  had  neither  eaten  nor  drunk 

■ioce  breakfast,  and  it  was  now  nightfall),  1  ad- 

Haoced  to  the  oidy  shantee  near,  and  knocked  at 

Hbe  door.     There  was  no  ajiswer,  and  I  shook  it 

BHolently.     A  rush-bottomed  chair  rattled,  and  a 
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cat,  the  solitary  occupant,  sprang  out  thruugit  a 
bruken  window.  I  soon  found  my  way,  however, 
to  the  dilapidated  trunk  of  a  large  syeainore-tree 
near,  which  formed  the  top  of  a  well,  and  drawing 
up  a.  moss-cuvcred  bucket,  1  placed  my  )ipa  to  the 
rusty  iron-bound  brim,  and  took  a  draught,  vitb 
which  the  most  delicious  chateau  margaux  were 
but  vile  vin  da  pays  in  comparison.  I  cao  re- 
member but  one  drink  in  my  life  before  to  com- 
pare with  it,  aud  that  was  from  a  similar  goblet, 
after  other  lips  than  mine  had  hallowed  the  brim. 
A  few  moments  after  a  lad  rode  into  the  yard 
with  the  object  of  my  pursuit,  whose  bridle  bad 
been  broken  to  pieces  in  the  efl'ort  of  several  mm 
to  catcli  him  a  mile  or  two  off.  1  was  mounted  in 
a  moment,  and  regained  my  lodgings  in  an  hour; 
when  J  found  that  tlie  adventure  of  the  day  had 
not  impaired  my  relish  for  a  supper  of  fresli  pike 
and  while-fisli,  just  smoking  on  the  table. 

The  range  of  hills  which  traverse  the  penimulii 
longitudinally  near  here,  though  never,  I  belie*c^ 
more  than  u  hundrinl  and  fifty  feet  high,  are  uu'd 
by  some  to  constitute  the  most  elevated  part  of 
Michigan  :  a«  (hey  abound  in  game,  and  coiuiM 
all<igcther  of  oak  openings,  you  can  conceive  at 
nothing  more  animating  than  to  gallop  over  ttiMt 
Drst'bai'k.     I  was  out  again  among  tl 
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I'.rdar  ;  and  having  a  pocket- com  pass  and  a  map 
if  the  country  with  me,  I  ventured  to  leave  the 
rails  that  wind  among  the  hollows,  and  scamper 
o»er  the  hills  as  my  fancy  led  me.  A  large  flock 
of  grouae  rose  almost  from  beneath  my  horse's 
feet  as  I  topped  the  first  slight  eminence;  and 
then,  just  as  the  animal  was  recovering  from  the 
iuTTj  into  which  the  rushing  sound  of  their  wings 
threw  him,  a  tall  broud-an  tiered  buck,  the  largest 
i  ever  saw,  sprang  from  a  small  covert,  and 
bounded  through  the  wide  forest  glades.  Away 
loo  I  went — the  feeling  was  irresistible  —  I  coidd 
lee  the  fellow  leaping  as  if  he  had  wings  over  the 
rolling  land,  and  the  clear  bracing  atmosphere 
bad  given  spirits  to  my  horse,  that  sent  us  ahead 
like  one  and  the  same  animal.  In  spite  of  the 
deer's  prodigious  jumps,  which  were  as  high  as 
tlwy  were  long,  I  had  decidedly  gained  on  him, 
wheo,  on  coming  to  the  brow  of  a  steep  hill,  he 
(lulled  down  the  aide,  and  was  far  away  over 
another  before  my  less  agile  horse  could  descend 
the  first.  I  saw  two  mure  deer,  besides  several 
Socks  of  grouse,  during  my  morning's  ride.  Sin- 
gularly enough,  this  was  the  only  time  that  I  had 
moved  a  mile  without  a  gun  since  I  left  New- 
Yoric ;  and  it  was  the  only  opportunity  I  have 
had  to  use  one  to  advantage.     If  Dcr  Freyschiitz 


PRAIRIE    ON    FIRE. 


■I 

nly  let  th^^H 


e  for  h 


174 

were  in  this  region,  I  should  certainly  1 
huntsman  make  his  own  tenns  with  e 
luck. 

To-day,  for  the  first  time,  I  saw  the  meadovt 
on  fire.  They  are  of  vast  extent,  running  far  into 
the  woods  like  the  friths  of  a  lake;  and  as  llw 
wild  grass,  which  they  supply  in  the  greatest  pro- 
fusion, furnishes  the  new  settler  with  all  the  hay 
he  uses  for  his  stock,  they  are  burnt  o*er  tbm 
annually  to  make  it  tender.  These  fires,  travel- 
ling far  over  the  country,  seize  upon  the  large 
prairies,  and  consunning  every  tree  in  ibe  woodi 
except  the  hardiest,  cause  the  often- mentioned  oak 
openings,  so  characteristic  of  Michigan  aeeaery. 
It  is  a  beautiful  sight  to  sec  the  fire  shooting  in 
every  direction  over  these  broad  expanses  of  land, 
which  are  kindled  at  a  variety  of  points.  The 
flame  at  one  moment  curls  along  the  ground,  and 
seems  to  lick  up  its  fuel  from  below,  while  at  the 
next  it  tumbles  over  like  the  breakers  of  the  t» 
upon  the  dried  grass,  and  sweeps  it  tn  a  wave  of 
fire  from  the  ground.  I  found  myself  rcpeAleaSy 
surrounded  by  the  fire,  while  riding  hither  and 
thither,  watching  its  progress:  but  was  unly  oo 
two  occasions  exposed  to  any  inconvenience— one* 
when  my  horse  sank  in  the  mire  to  (he  t 
girths,  so   that  I  had  to  dismount  in  a  i 
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covered  with  high  vreeds,  to  which  the  flame  was 
approaching,  and  another  time  when  I  found  my- 
seir  in  a  small  patch  of  woodland,  which  crackled 
and  roared  like  Tophet  itself.  As  I  rode  to  sod 
£r(v  trying  to  find  a  point  where,  if  necessary,  I 
night  encoiiuter  the  flame  to  the  least  disad- 
vantage, if  uuable  to  avoid  it  altogether,  the  ridi- 
culous position  in  which  I  had  placed  myself  re- 
minded me  not  a  little  of  that  which  Andrew  Fair- 
jervice  occupied  on  the  rock,  when  he  trotted 
Luther  and  thither  on  his  narrow  platform,  to  avoid 
i  bullets  of  Rob  Roy's  caterans.  A  finer  sub- 
t  for  reflection,  however,  presented  itself  near 
the  spot-  A  small  brook  crossed  the  meadow, 
id  1  bethought  myself  of  placing  it  between  me 
id  tlic  fire;  but  my  horse,  when  I  rode  him 
inptdly  to  the  brink,  and  endeavoured  to  jump 
^m,  recoiled.  I  wheeled  round,  and  tried  ir 
if^sin ;  but  his  recent  experience  in  the  trcache- 
ijous  marsh  made  him  fear  the  sedgy  mar^n,  and 
jwUiing  could  prevail  upon  the  cautious  animal 
jlo  approach  it.  At  the  last  attempt,  he  recoiled 
JO  suddenly  with  a  terrified  snort,  that  I  was 
.nearly  thrown  over  his  head ;  and  looking  for  the 
^w  cause  of  anxiety,  where  the  stream  wound 
luad  so  as  almost  to  double  itself  in  front  of 
Mw,  on  the  little  peninsula  of  the  burning 


I 


176 


GRIM-UIOKING  8AVA0B. 
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iiieaduw  thug  formed,  an  lodian  standinfr  1 
folded  arms  amid  ihe  wreathing  smoke,  and  i 
veying  my  inotioDS  with  an  aspect  of  perftct  calm- 
ness. Ht  was  a  middle-aged  man,  rather  tall, 
and  in  the  full  costume  of  his  tribe.  Tbe  Inur 
on  his  forehead,  which  was  seamed  with  aevenl 
ghastly  scars,  was  nearly  white;  but  three  long 
plaited  locks  of  raven  black  fell  down  behind, 
frcm  the  crimEoD  handkerchief  which  bound  1 
brows.  He  wore  a  while  woollen  frock, 
with  black,  with  scarlet  leggings  and  raocct 
white  armlets  of  silver,  and  a  belt  containing  n 
tomahawk  and  scalping-knife,  completed  his  equip- 
ments. All  these,  however,  were  observed  i 
ward,  when  1  had  given  up  tlie  attempt  to  t 
the  brook,  and,  spurring  through  the  flame  i 
it  was  lowest,  had  placed  myself  by  the  side'T 
the  old  warrior.  But  for  the  present  I  remained 
lixed  in  my  seat,  gazing  on  the  noble  appartlua 
with  as  much  delight  as  if  my  own  call  had  e 
it  from  the  ground.  I  had  seen  a  doien  Ind] 
of  all  sizes  and  sexes,  in  the  course  of  tlie  day,  i 
one  of  whom  bad  awakened  the  slightest  interest  j 
but  there  was  that  about  the  port  and  bearing  of 
this  grim-luokiiig  savage  which,  with  the  somewhat 
theatrical  attitude  he  assumed,  and  the  drcum- 
stances  undei  which  1  first  beheld  him,  carried.! 


benino, 

tning  Mr 
iequip- 

1  ,Sl^ 

side'7 


SSOW-STORM.  177 

f  completely.  He  smiled  when  I  approached 
him,  and  saluted  me  with  great  kindness  of  man- 
ner; though,  as  neither  of  us  understood  the  lan- 
guage of  the  other,  there  could  be  but  little  in- 
terchange of  ideas  between  us.  The  few  Indian 
expressions  of  which  I  am  master  were  soon  ex- 
peoded,  and  he  seemed  not  to  have  a  word  of 
EngBdi  to  give  me  in  exchange.  He  made  me 
however,  that  the  frightful  wounds 
1  diG6gure  his  noble  front  were  received  while 
<ing  on  the  side  of  the  British  against  the 
lericanft  at  Sandusky. 

Grass  Lake,  Jickxm  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  16. 
"be  storm  of  yesterday  still  prevailed  when  I 
t  mv  excellent  quarters  at  the  growing  little 
■Irt  of  Dexter,  to  find  my  way  towards  the 
try  watered  by  the  beautiful  Kekalaniazon. 
1  been  furnished  by  mine  host  with  a  map  of 
tute  for  the  first  eight  or  ten  miles  ;  and  it 
have  amused  you  to  see  me  occasionally 
■topping  in  a  furious  snow-storm  to  balance  my 
{lockrt-oompass  on  the  hasty  chart  thus  supplieil .  I 
fbatui  my  way.  however,  with  very  little  difficulty 
igh  a  thick  wood,  where  the  heavy  coat  of 
'  liiat  robed  the  trees  gave  a  most  fantastic 
•arancc  to  (he  forest ;  and  about  noon  I  struck 


178 


HOSPITABLE    RECEPTION. 


the  Washtenaw  trail  to  the  west.  The  trBvelliiii^, 
however,  was  anything  but  agreeable.  The 
snow,  being  soft,  would  "  ball,'"  as  it  is  cslW, 
beneath  my  hi*r&e's  feet ;  and  what  with  the  stun- 
bling  and  slipping  on  (his  oecount,  I  have  bttn 
unable,  after  a  day's  travel,  to  make  more  tlwa 
twenty  miles.  There  was  barely  light  enough 
left  for  me  to  distinguish  my  way,  when  I  ar- 
rived at  a  comfortable  log-house  belonging  to  an 
intelligent  and  hoBpitahle  farmer,  a  recent  eari- 
grant  from  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  Nrw- 
York.  The  owner  of  the  dwelling  was  absent; 
and  it  was  not  till  after  a  parley  of  sonic  mintttrt 
between  two  very  pretty  women,  whom  I  oould 
distingtiish  through  the  window  by  the  light  of 
a  tempting-looking  fire  within,  that  I  gained 
admittance  to  pass  the  night.  Once  there,  In*- 
cver,  nothing  eould  execed  the  ktndneM  of  tbf 
family  (o  make  the  few  hours  of  my  sujourn  |Mm 
agreeably. 

Spnng-Arbour,  Dt«.  IT. 


It  snowed  when  I  rose  at  dai 


I  thift 


inomu^: 


but  my  hospitable  entertainer  of  last  night  intut- 
ed,  after  an  early  breakfast,  U|)on  aecompanjring 
me  several  miles  on  my  Journey;  and  what  W 
finally  parted  with  me,  would  not  hokr  of  »■ 
eeiving  anything  in  compensation. 


WILD   COUNTRY. 


,  The  8DOW  still   continues,   and    the   road   be- 


r  worse  and  worse,  I  have  made  ( 


I  less 


t  to-day :  but  there  is  something  so  wild 
1  picturesque  in  the  country  throuf^h  which 
I  am  passing,  that  even  such  travelling  has  il^ 
pleasures,  i  have  counted  more  than  a  dozen 
lakes  on  my  route ;  and  though  some  of  them  are 
only  dreary -looking  pools,  covering  a  few  acres, 
in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  moss-marsh,  yet  the 
ibort  sudden  hills  which  surround  others,  with  the 
beautiful  groves  of  white  oak  on  their  banks,  and 
the  natural  meadows  that  open  upon  their  mimic 
Aitlia,  make  a  most  romantic  appearance.  I  came 
unexpertedly  upon  a  travelling  band  of  Oltawas 
thia  morning,  in  one  of  the  most  abrupt  of  these 
passes  They  were  returning  home  amply  fur- 
nished with  presents  from  the  recent  treaty  held 
on  the  Wabash ;  and  their  fluttering  blankets, 
gleainiflg  weapons,  and  gaudy  equipments  gene- 
rally, would  iiave  made  them  a  fine  subject  fur 
t  painter,  as  a  furious  squall  of  snow  swept 
aloog  the  side-hill  they  were  descending.  We 
nchanged  the  customary  salutation,  "  Boju," 
(probably  from  the  French  bonjour,)  and  pass- 
ed on. 
There  are  several  Indian  graves  immediately 
I  before  the  door  of  tlie  shantee  where  I  am  stop- 
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ping  for  the  night,  which  I  am  told  Rre 
viiited  ant]  weeded  by  the  surviving  relatives 
those  here  buried.  My  host  has  had  the  guod 
taste  to  put  a  fence  around  them,  to  keep  bis 
cattle  from  the  spot  — a  piece  of  attentioa  with 
wiiich  the  Indians  appeared  to  be  much  gratified 
at  (heir  last  visit :  and  I  may  here  observe,  that 
the  settlers  of  Michigan  generally  appear  to 
treat  this  ilbfatcd  race  with  a  degree  of  kiudnesi 
and  consideration  that  might  well  be  imitated  in 
other  sections  of  our  frontier.  This  morning  I 
crossed  the  far-flowing  Wa^tenong,  or  Grand 
River,  near  tlie  new  village  of  Jacksonburg ;  and 
the  sight  of  its  clear  smooth  walers  inspired  a 
new  regret  that  I  must  abandon  my  (Migtml 
intention  of  following  them  down  to  the  laat. 
trading-post. 


M 


Forki  of  the  Kekalamaioo  (Culhoun),  Dec 
This  never-ending  storm  still  continues; 
the  (rails,  where  not  incessantly  travelled, 
now  completely  coveret!  and  effaced,  1  lost  mjf 
way  this  morning,  and  wnndored  several  nitla 
from  the  track.  After  traversing  a  broad  nianh, 
however,  where  my  horse  seemed  loth  enough  to 
vrature,  I  struck  a  burr-oak  opening,  and  fouttd 
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my  way  by  th*;  blazed*  trees  back  to  flie  main 
traiL  A  man  who  is  us^  to  it,  I  am  told,  can 
g«t  along  very  well  in  this  way ;  but  you  can 
imagine,  that  where  one  has  frequently  to  cross 
ofKniugs  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  in 
width,  and  then  hunt  up  these  priniiiive  guide- 
[xMta,  which  only  occur  at  long  intervals,  and 
have  their  slice  of  bark  taken  out  at  either  side, 
it  is  Dot  quite  so  easy  to  find  hie  way  here,  espe- 
dally  with  the  snow  blowing  full  in  his  face,  as 
if  walking  through  the  rectangular  streets  of 
PhiUilelpliia.  It  took  nie  ibree  hours  to  gain 
■ix  miles  io  this  way,  my  horse  slipping  and 
floundering  at  almost  every  step.  But,  lost  as 
I  waa,  I  could  not  help  pausing  frequently  when 
I  Blnick  the  first  burr-oak  opening  1  had  ever 
seen,  to  admire  its  novel  beauty.  It  looked  more 
hke  a  pear-orchard  than  anything  else  to  which 
I  can  assimilate  it ;  the  trees  being  somewhat 
of  the  shape  and  size  of  full-grown  pear-trees, 
and  standing  at  regular  intervals  apart  from 
Itch  other  on  the  firm  level  soil,  as  if  planted  by 
some  gardener.  Here,  loo,  I  first  saw  deer  in 
herds:  and  half-frozen  and  weary  as  I  was,  the 
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nght  of  those  spirited- looking  creatures  b 
ID  troops  through  iaterminable  grores,  wbei 
eye  could  follow  them  for  miles  over  the  i 
snowy   plain,   actually   warmed   and   iarigi 
me,  and  1  could  hardly  refrain  from  putting  the 
rowels  into  my  tired  horse,  and  launchiog  aAcr 
the  nohle  game. 

What  a  country  this  is!  Into  land  like  Ibb, 
which  is  comparatively  undervalued  by  (hoM 
seeking  to  settle  on  the  prairie,  a  man  can  run  hii 
plough  without  felling  a  tree;  and,  planting  a 
hundred  acres  where  he  would  clear  but  tea  in 
the  unsettled  districts  of  New- York,  raise  hii 
twenty-live  bushels  of  wheat  to  an  acre  in  the 
very  first  season.  '*  How  is  the  soil  here,  ar'f' 
said  I  to  a  farmer,  whose  broad  fields,  though  but 
a  year  under  cuUivstion,  looked  as  if  they  bad 
been  tilled  for  ten.  "  A  prctly  good  gravelly 
loam  of  eighteen  inches;  but  I  think  >oon  of 
moving  otF  to  Kalamazoo,  where  they  have  it 
four  J'ttt  deep,  and  to  fat  that  it  will  grea$egoar 
Jingtn."'  Railroads  and  canals  will  make  OM 
broad  garden  of  Michigan  :  and  even  now  t 
is  sonietliiiig  singulorly  pleasing  to  light 
Bpots  in  the  wildest  districts  which,  were  i 
for  the  rude  shantees  which  imiicale  theii  i 
Httle[nent,~often  of  but  a  few  months  bocli^'— 
might  be  mistaken  for  (he  cultivated  famis  of  an 
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□  try.     The  absence  of  stumps 


I  the 


Ottilfer  culli<ratioi),  and  the  open  groves  adjacent, 
give  a  smiling  openness  to  the  landscape,  which, 
with  the  myriads  of  wild  flowers  that  brighten 
the  woods  in  their  srason,  must  make  the  aspect 
of  the  country  perfectly  delightful.  I  hardly ' 
know,  though,  how  some  of  your  city  elegants 
would  meet  the  inconveniences  of  travelling  here. 
As  fur  eating,  indeed,  they  might  maoRge  with 
the  aid  of  cranberry  sauce  to  rough  it  on  venison 
ind  wild  honey,  backed  by  the  finest  potatoes 
uid  beat  wheat  bread  in  the  world;  but  I  think 
that,  when  it  comes  to  sleeping,  they  would  be 
•oinewhat  posed  between  a  bed  in  the  bush  and 
one  shared  with  the  hospitable  inmatea  of  a  cabin, 
wbow  dormitory  for  the  whole  family  ia  often,  as 
well  as  their  kitchen  and  pariour,  comprised  in  a 
single  room.  Were  it  not  an  infraction  of  the 
Uwa  of  hospitality,  I  could  draw  some  whimsical 
pictures  of  scenes  I  have  witnessed  in  this  way. 

I  have  ROW  passed  the  central  region,  where  the 
ttslem  and  western  rivers  of  Michigan  have 
their  rtsei  and  while  1  follow  down  the  pebbly 
waters  of  the  beautiful  Kekalamazuo  to  their 
western  outlet,  and  from  thence  pass  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Sl  Josepii's,  yuu  must  not  expect  the  same 
regularity  in  my  correspondence  that  I  have 
bitherto  attomptcd  to  preserve. 
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LETTER  XV. 
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Marshall,  Callioun  Co., 
I  coNPEsa  that  it  was  with  some  pleasure  tbi 
after  dividing  my  lime  for  several  days,  as  < 
scrihed  in  my  last,  between  roads  rendered  almMt 
impassable  by  continual  snows  and  log-cabins, 
where  the  recent  settler,  however  hospitable,  hut 
but  spare  accommodation  to  ofier  to  the  passing 
traveller — on  rising  an  elevation  on  the  iiortbwii 
bank  of  the  KekalamaKoo,  I  saw  a  largi;  frame- 
buildiug,  which  was  evidently  an  inn,  rearing  it* 
comfortable-looking  chimneys  above  a  group  of 
log-huts  on  the  plain  beneath.  My  horse,  who 
had  doubtles.s  repented  of  former  i 
the  companionable  inlercourHe  which  had  nn 
some  time  subualed  between  us,  sectned  to  i 
pathize  in  the  feeling;  and,  pricking  up  his  e 
as  he  snufTi-d  ihe  grain  in  a  liour-mill  directly 
beneath  us,  we  descended  the  slippery  hnghit 
and  were  soon  tolerably  well  housed  In  the  arw 
inn  of  Marshall.  The  house  was,  indeed,  not  at 
yet  plastered  inside  ;  and  the  dift'erenl  bedrc 
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though  Isthed,  seemed  divided  from  each  other  by 
lines  ralher  imaginary  thao  real  i  but  ihe  bar-room 
wore  already  Ihe  indgnia  uf  a  long- established  inn 
in  an  old  community;  and  apprized  me  at  once, 
by  the  placarded  sheriffs'  notices,  and  advertise- 
ments  for  stolen  horses,  grain  to  be  sold,  and 
labourers  wanted,  which  indicate  the  growlh  of 
buMttess  in  country  life,  iliat  society  was  in  a 
pretty  mature  stale — at  least  six  months  old — in 
the  county  town  of  Marshall.  I  was,  therefore,  not 
It  all  surprised  to  find  among  these  notices  a  call 
for  "  ■  rul-road  meeting"  in  the  evening,  especially 
IS  nearly  eighteen  months  had  elapsed  since  the 
Gnt  while  man  erected  bis  ca.bin  in  this  section  of 
the  country. 

The  meeting,  which  might  be  termed  a  crowded 
one,  was  conducted  with  more  animation  than 
unmimity.  There  were  several  intelligent  men 
\naent,  however ;  and  I  listened  with  interest  to 
iheir  exposition  of  the  resources  of  this  section 
of  Michigan,  which,  as  a  wheat-growing  country, 
msy  be  justly  compared  to  the  celebrated  Genessee 
Vkiley  of  New- York ;  while  the  soil,  as  I  have 
heard  it  well  observed  by  a  resident,  "  unlike  the 
heavily' timbered  land  of  the  eastern  stales,  in- 
ittad  of  wearing  out  one  generation  in  subduing 
it  for  the  purposes  of  the  husbandman,  invites  the 
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plougli  at  once."  Nor,  if  a  rail-road  should  be 
constructed  from  Detroit  to  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Joseph's,  passing  through  the  counties  of  Wajme,  ' 
Washtenaw,  Jackson,  Colhouu,  Kalamazoo,  Van 
Buren,  and  Berrien,  do  I  think  it  would  be  too 
bold  to  assert  that  the  amount  to  be  traosported 
by  the  time  the  work  was  completed  would  bt 
equal  to  one  million  of  barrels,  which  ia  a  l«ss  esti- 
mate by  two  hundred  thousand  than  I  have  eea  ■ 
given  by  an  intelligent  writer  on  this  subject  in  ■ 
Detroit  paper.  The  route  thus  designated,  I  an 
persuaded,  is  the  right  one  for  a  rail-road ;  tbou^, 
should  a  different  mode  of  communication  be  de- 
termined upon,  it  wduld  he  difficult  to  dedde 
whether  it  were  most  expedient  to  construct  • 
canal  from  thi.-  Falls  of  Grand  River  to  Dctmil,  or 
from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  St.  Joseph's  lo 
Monroe.  I  do  not  hesitale  to  add,  thni,  bo&re 
two  years  have  expired,  nil  of  these  routes  will  br 
under  contract.  The  abundant  resources  of  Mi- 
chigan are  developing  so  rapidly,  tliat  ihcy  will 
shortly  require  all  these  outlets ;  and  in  a  couoUj 
where  you  may  drive  a  barouche  and  four  Ibr 
hundreds  of  miles  in  any  direction  through  iIm 
woods,  the  expense  of  constructing  more  ardficiil 
ways  will  he  comparatively  trivial. 

Did   I   nut  know   how   ignorant  generallj  (be 
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H^Kople  of  the  east  ore  of  the  resources  and  con- 
I^Aion  of  (hia  country,  it  would  surprise  me  that 
tame  New- York  capitalists  have  not  embarked  in 
*Mne  of  these  works.  A  tempting  speculation 
night  be  realized  by  laying  out  a  reit-road  ou  one 
of  tbeae  routes  above  described,  having  lirst  pur- 
chased the  land  in  its  vicinity  at  govemraent  prices, 
to  be  disposed  of  afterward  when  its  value  should 
bvenhuicnl  by  the  completion  of  different  sections 
of  the  work.  The  ingenious  writer  above  alluded 
to  has  already  suggested  this  mode  of  covering 
the  expense  of  such  an  undertaking.  You  can 
have  no  idea  of  the  feeling  existing  on  the  subject 
of  internal  communicnlions  throughout  Michigan; 
■nd  it  would  amuse  you  not  a  little  to  witness  the 
heart-burnings  and  jealousies  on  the  subject  which 
pervade  a  country  but  just  beginning  to  be  peo- 
pled. The  rapidity  with  which  people  establish 
thetDBelveg  and  collect  the  indications  of  agricul- 
(nral  wealth  around  them,  before  they  have  even 
the  ordinary  comforts  of  life,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  account  for  their  looking  thus  a-head 
•ftd  qonrrelling  about  the  game  before  it  is  hunted 
down.  The  farmer,  who  has  more  grain  in  the 
dteaf  stacked  in  the  field  than  he  can  accommodate 
in  his  ham,  is  naturally  more  eager  to  find  Ihe 
means  of  sending  a  share  of  it  to  market 
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I  was  (]uile  (iiverted  at  the  turn  lualtcrs  took  at 
the  meeting  which  suggested  these  remarks,  when 
a  di*JCUssion  in  relation  to  the  various  routes  to  be 
recommended  to  government  in  case  ihej-  should 
consent  to  make  a  rail-road  through  the  peninsula, 
became  unpleasantly  warm.  "  This  pother  re- 
minds me,  Mr.  Chairman,"  said  an  old  pioDMT 
"  of  two  trappers,  who,  in  planning  a  spearing 
expedition  for  the  next  day,  quarrelled  about  the 
manner  in  which  a  turtle,  which  they  proposed 
taking,  should  be  cooked  for  their  supper  after 
the  day's  sport  was  over.  An  old  Indian  happily 
settled  the  difficulty  by  proposing  that  they  shonid 
first  calch  the  lurlle !  Now,  sir,  as  this  rail-road"— 
— "  The  case  is  not  at  all  parallel,"  interruptM)  • 
still  more  ancient  B|iesker,  *'  for  \ature  has  alrcMlj' 
caught  the  turtle  for  us.  She  meant  the  rail-Toad 
to  pass  right  along  here,  and  nowhere  elw." 

The  councils  of  the  meeting  were  not  on  the 
whole  so  harmonious  as  I  could  have  wished  from 
the  courtesies  offered  me  after  its  termination  by 
the  adherents  of  (he  two  parties  of  Guelphs  and 
(Jhibbelines  which  distract  the  unhappy  city  of 
Marshall ;  but  it  was  suqirising  to  a  stranger, 
U|>on  looking  round  at  the  hovels  of  mud  aod  logt 
which  as  yet  occupy  its  site,  to  find  so  many  pi^ 
BODS  of  intelligence  and  refinement  thua  c 
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within  tlieir  precincts.  The  population  of  Michi- 
gan geperally,  — as  1  believe  I  haVe  before  ob- 
lerved,— is  much  superior  in  character  to  the  or- 
dioar^r  settlers  of  a  new  country.  The  ease  with 
which  a  man  can  here  support  a  family  as  a 
tirmer,  induces  a  great  many  persons  of  all  pro- 
fessions in  otlier  states  to  abandon  their  former 
pur»uits  and  become  tillers  of  the  soil.  The  al- 
teration of  life  I  should  judge,  by  the  contentment 
1  everywhere  witness,  is  almost  always  for  the 
l>ciler. 
I  I  have  met  with  several  dispeptics  who  have 
I  beeu  completely  cured  of  that  horrible  disease  by 
their  change  of  life.  With  such,  health  is  a  sen- 
'JtioD,  a  positive  delight ;  and  in  duly  estimating 
!iie  blewing,  they  of  course  were  ever  ready  to 
fmiie  ibe  conditions  upon  which  they  enjoy  it. 
Others  again,  bred  up  in  a  city,  find  in  the  indul- 
pwce  of  that  love  of  rural  life,  which,  when  it  is  a 
natural  taste,  is  inextinguishable,  an  ample  com- 
peDKiliun  for  breaking  up  established  habits  and 
auodationa.  The  majority,  again,  are  men  of 
deuder  means;  and  white  the  necessity  of  attend- 
ing practically  to  the  subsistence  of  their  families 
kerps  them  employed,  the  want  of  pecuniary  re- 
Murces  prevents  their  embarking  in  the  thousand 
^  fichetnea  which  tend  so  often  to  the  chagrin 
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and  the  ruin  of  "gentlenien  farmers."     But  the 
main  cause  of  Michigan  being  aettled  by  such  re- 
apectable  people  remains  yet  to  l)e  mentioned.     It 
is,  that  no  one  can  take  up  an  acre  of  land  without 
first  paying  cash  for  it  at  one  of  the  three  land- 
offices  of  the  territory.     The  whole  surface  of  the 
peninsula  has  either  been,  or  is  now  being,  sur- 
veyed into  townships  of  *ix  miles  square.     Th«e 
again  are  subdivided  into  sections  of  a  mile  square: 
which  sections  are  again  cut  up  into  lots  of  forty 
acres;  which  is  the  smallest  quantity  of  land  UttI 
can  be  taken  up  from  the  government.    The  price 
is  invariably  one  dullnr  twenty-tivc  cents  an  acrt. 
When  you  consider,  therefore,  that  every  emignnl 
who  means  to  locate,  (this  is  a  sound  Amefkan 
word,  and  as  indispensable  in  the  vocabulary  of  a 
western  man  as  are  an  axe  and  a  rifle  among  M* 
household  furniture,)  must,  however  poor,  have    i 
some  earnings  in   advance  to   purchase  the  spot 
upon  which  he  is  to  live,  and  to  bring  his  famOj    ' 
to  such  a  remote  distance,  it  will  be  easy  tu  con- 
ceive that  the   industn'ous  and  the  enlerprubig   ' 
must  constitute  the  largest  portion  of  »uch  *fo-   I 
pulation  of  freeholders.  The  prosperity  of  a  wheit   , 
community  compost-d  of  such  aggregate  aumn   I 
may  be  safely  predicted;  and  though  one  aoa»   i 
times  meets  with  those  whom  the  first  proeett  af   i 
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[Qulatioj^  renders  UiscoLiCented,  and  induces 
io  speak  ill  of  ihe  country,  yet  in  general  1  may 
»y,  ibat  the  pride  of  a  Michiganian,  in  tlie  beau- 
tiful land  of  bis  adoptioo,  is  an  strong  as  the  borne- 
feeling  upon  which  the  citiseDsof  some  of  the  older 
Uatea  pique  themselves. 

As  for  the  sickness  which  always  prevails  more 
or  less  among  the  new  settlers,  to  one  wbo  is 
aware  of  their  imprudences  the  wonder  is  that  the 
nutjarity  of  them  escape  with  iheir  lives.  Think 
but  of  people  setting  themselves  down  on  a  soil  of 
luenty  inches  in  depth,  and  in  the  month  of  June, 
when  the  weeds  and  wild  fl»wers  o'ertop  the  head 
of  the  tallest  man,  turning  over  the  rank  soil  im- 
mediately around  their  dwellings,  and  allowing 
the  accumulation  of  vegetable  decomposition  to  he 
acted  u)x>n  by  a  vertical  sun,  and  steam  up  for 
iDontbs  under  their  very  nostrils;  amj  yet  this,  I 
■m  told,  is  continually  practised  by  settlers  who 
cotne  in  late  in  the  season,  and  are  anxious  still  to 
have  ■  crop  the  first  year.  Here,  as  in  the  case 
of  those  settlers  who,  for  the  sake  of  the  wild  hay, 
locate  themselves  near  the  great  marshes,  impru- 
dence alone  is  manifested ;  but  the  charge  of  cul- 
pability will  justly  attach  to  some  other  cases, 
when  nuisances,  not  before  existing,  are  created 
e  owners  of  property.     I  allude  to  the  prac- 
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tice,  expressly  prohibited  hy  the  laws  of  Michigan, 
of  flooding  land  while  constructing  mill  ponds, 
without  removing  the  green  timber  growing  upon 
the  Bput.  So  pcrniciouB  is  this  to  the  health  of  the 
neighbourhood,  that  it  afiects  very  sensibly  the 
value  of  properly  near  the  new  pond ;  and  yet,  in 
their  eagerness  to  have  mills  erected,  and  aid  the 
market  of  their  overflowing  granaries,  the  new  io- 
habitants  overlook  entirely  the  gross  violation  of 
their  laws,  and  the  melancholy  consequences  which 
ensue  to  their  families.  Another  cause  of  nckncM 
is  drinking  the  water  of  springs  or  rivers  which 
rise  in  marshes,  and  are  of  course  impregnated 
with  their  baleful  properties,  instead  of  digging 
wells  where  water  is  not  liable  to  such  exception. 
As  for  general  healthfulness  of  situation,  I  b^ 
lieve  it  is  agreed  that  the  hanks  of  the  small  laltM 
which  so  abound  in  the  peninsula,  are — nhen  time 
transparent  bodies  of  water  are  aurruunded  by« 
aand-beach,  which  is  the  case  with  about  a  tfaiid 
of  them  —  among  the  healthiest.  They  arc  M 
generally  by  deep  springs,  oud  in  many  instancei 
are  supposed  to  have  a  subterranean  outlet ;  while 
BO  beautifully  transparent  are  their  waters,  tbal 
the  canoe  suspended  on  their  bosom  seeius  to  flnl 
in  mid-air.  These  laVcs  abound  with  fish :  aod  ta 
tome  of  them,  of  only  a  few  acres  in  extent*  I 
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have  been  taken  of  forty  pounds'  weight,  They 
generally  lie  emboBomed  in  the  oak  openings ; 
and  with  their  regular  and  almost  formal  banks 
crDwned  with  open  groves,  these  silver  pools  might 
be  readily  taken  for  artificial  trout-ponds  in  a  cul- 
tlTatcd  park.  I  need  hardly  add,  (hat  it  is  ne- 
onsary  to  diverge,  as  I  have,  from  the  route 
generally  travelled,  to  see  these  scenic  gems,  so 
mimerous,  lonely,  and  beautiful.  Not  one  in  a 
bundred  has  a  settler  on  its  banks;  and  I  confess 
I  take  a  singular  pleasure  in  surveying  these  beau- 
ties, as  yet  unmarred  by  the  improving  axe  of  the 
woodman,  and  unprofaned  by  the  cockney  eyes  of 
dty  tourists;  nor  would  I  change  my  emotions, 
while  ranging  alone  over  the  broad  meadows,  tra- 
versing the  lofty  forests,  or  loitering  by  the  limpid 
Itkei  of  Michigan,  for  the  proudest  musings  of  the 
scbolar  who  revels  in  classic  land.  It  may  argue 
■  want  of  refinement  in  taste,  but  I  confess  that  a 
lioary  oak  is  to  me  more  an  object  of  veneration 
than  s  mouldering  column ;  and  that  I  would 
rather  visit  scenes  where  a  human  foot  has  never 
tftxl,  than  dwell  upon  those  gilded  by  the  most 
arrogant  associations  of  our  race. 

What  are  the  temples  which  Roman  robber* 
have  reared, — what  are  the  towers  in  which  feudal 
oppreuion  has  fortified  itselfj^ — what  the  blood- 
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stained  associatioos  of  iht  one,  or  (he  despotic 
superstitions  of  the  other,  to  the  deep  fomU 
which  the  eye  of  God  has  alone  peiraded,  uid 
where  Nature,  in  ber  unviolated  Kanctuary,  hat 
for  ages  laid  her  fruits  and  flowers  on  His  altar! 
What  is  the  echo  uf  roofs  that  a  few  centuries 
since  rung  with  barbaric  revels,  or  of  aisles  thai 
pealed  (he  anthems  of  painted  pomp,  to  (he  silence 
which  has  reigned  in  these  dim  groves  siuee  tJie 
first  fiat  of  Creation  was  spolten  ! 

I  shall  diverge  from  my  wealern  course  t(K 
morrow  a  few  miles  southward,  in  order  (o  rial  a 
group  of  lakes,  near  which  a  band  of  Pottanatta- 
niies,  a  tribe  1  have  not  yet  seen,  have  their  co- 
campment,  I  nill  leave  (his  letter  open,  in  ocdcr 
to  give  jou  the  result  of  iny  visit, 

Calhouu  Co,.  M.  T.,  Dm.  SL 
Did  you  ever  sec  a  jumper  ?  Probably  nut ;  ■> 
I'll  describe  one  to  you.  It  is  a  primitive  kind 
of  sledge,  or  tratiuau.  A  couple  of  hickory  pair* 
are  so  bent  as  to  ser%'e  for  both  shafts  and  mo- 
ncrs ;  on  these  is  placed  a  crate,  supported  by  (our 
props.  The  harness  is  equally  Mniple  and  fiutic; 
a  collar  of  undressed  deer-skin,  with  reins  made  of 
ropes  or  the  twisted  bark  of  treeii-  The  cnU 
{  filled  with  hay,  and  the  driver  well  « 
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a  buSalo  robe,  the  Curn-out  is  complete, 
and  by  do  means  uncomfortable.  In  such  a 
vehicle  did  1  sally  out  from  Marshall  this  morn- 
ing, in  company  with  a  young  companion  recently 
from  the  eastern  states,  (he  tirst  fellow -travejler 
I  have  as  yet  met  with.  My  horse,  whose  back 
tiad  been  so  galled  by  the  saddle  as  to  detain  me 
tor  a  couple  of  days,  seemed  Jiiglily  to  approve 
of  this  new  mode  of  travel :  Mr.  Osbaldistone  be- 
hind Tom  Thumb,  or  Sesostris  in  his  chariot,  could 
not  have  dashed  off  with  more  glee  than  did  we 
with  our  merry  jumper  along  the  dimpling 
waters  of  the  Kekalamazoo ;  when,  lo  !  just  as  we 
had  crossed  a  bridge  of  unhewn  timber,  and  were 
Hoder  full  way  through  the  oak  openings,  our 
frail  bark  struck  on  a  rock  hidden  by  the  snow, 
and  we  were  capsized  and  wrecked  in  an  instant. 
Fortunately,  though  both  were  pitched,  like  a 
CDuple  of  quoits,  from  the  machine,  we  were  neither 
of  us  burt.  I  mounted  my  steed,  and  rode  on, 
living  the  remains  of  the  shattered  jumper  where 
dunce  had  thrown  them.  My  companion  re- 
turned to  the  settlement,  borrowed  a  horse,  and  - 
»oon  overtook  me ;  and  we  jogged  on  to  a  "  lodge 
in  the  wilderness,"  which  he  shares  with  another 
young  gentleman,  likewise  from  the  east,  who 
had  also  recently  made  his  home  in  this  land  of 
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enlcTT>rise.  Their  rustic  abode  was  i 
tage  in  a  beautiful  grove  not  far  from  the  bank* 
of  the  KeValamaKoo,  and  I  write  this  letter  from 
beDe«th  their  roof. 

It  is  amusing  to  observe  how  Httle  singularitv 
people  here  attach  to  a  mode  of  life  which,  in 
(dder  countries,  would  be  looked  upon  as  highlv 
eccentric.  My  entertainers  are  both  young 
lNw>-ers,  liberally  educated,  and  unused  to  priva- 
tion ;  and  yet  the  house  in  which  I  am  pasafaig 
the  night,  with  every  article  of  furniture  it  con- 
tains, is  of  their  own  manufacture ;  a  saw,  n 
•xe,  a  wood-knife,  and  a  jack-plane,  being  their 
only  tools.  It  would  amuse  you  not  a  little  Ui 
look  through  the  window,  and  see  our  group  it 
this  moment.  One  of  my  companions,  whose  at 
and  rifle  are  suspended  by  wooden  hooks  to  the 
rafters  over  his  head,  is  professionally  engagrf 
in  drawing  a  declaration  at  the  table  upon  wWdi 
I  am  writing;  while  the  other,  having  just  got 
through  removing  the  remains  of  our  game  dinner, 
prepared  and  cooked  by  his  chum,  is  now  sitting 
with  a  long  pipe  in  his  mouth,  watching  a  coffw 
pot,  which  steams  up  so  fragrantly  from  the  live 
emiiers,  that  no  light  consideration  would  induce 
me  to  ,iart  with  the  interest  I  have  in  iu  content.. 
Their  house,  which  has  been  thus  occupied  (or 
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three  nkoDlhs,  is  a  perfect  pattern  of  neatiieBS ; 
tbough,  OA  it  consistB  of  but  a  single  room,  no 
little  ingenuity  is  required  to  arrange  their  books, 
bou&e-keeping  apparatus,  and  spurting  equip- 
ments, so  as  to  preserve  eveu  an  appearance  of 
order  in  such  a  band-bos.  They  have  already 
sufficient  business,  they  tell  me,  to  sustain  their 
moderate  houselkoid ;  and  as  the  Indians  supply 
them  with  abundance  of  provisions,  they  have 
unple  leisure  to  devote  to  study. 

It  is  not  very  uncommon,  however,  to  meet 
thus  with  persons  of  education  and  some  acconi- 
pUaliment  under  as  humble  a  roof  as  this  in  the 
wQds  of  Michigan  ;  for  so  rapid  is  the  growth 
of  society  here,  that  he  who  aims  at  a  prominent 
station  in  the  new  community,  must  be  a  pioneer 
far  ID  advance  of  the  growing  settlements.  Two 
years  ago  the  first  white  man  raised  his  log-hut 
ia  the  county  of  Calhoun  ;  it  has  now  a  population 
of  one  thousand  five  hundred  ;  and  I  have  passed 
BO  evening  in  at  least  one  mud-plastered  cabin 

I  whose  fair  and  elegant  inmates  would  grace  any 

Ipociety. 


December  24tl>. 
The  air  was  mild  this  morning;  and  large  flocks 
iof  snow-birds   twittering   among   the  burr-oak«, 


TT 


'      ».  " 


wtj^a^  X  -^  Tvoki   jr 


ietr^^n-mxy^  ir:f.i  n%f  iuv!L5  rf  wild  turkeji, 
net  znniLsnKr^'^  zrtk:±>  .*c  raccccs^  volvcsy  and 
beers  Mscvifti  a:*  iha:  *«  w>-f-  uc^xi  a  fjiTourite 
h^iatinir-frouDd  cf  ihe  PoCLivmctimies.  As  for 
the  votfes  thev  arv  Iictl«  disturbed  by  the  In- 


See  note  E. 
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diuis,  wbo  coDtader  them  fair  huoters  like  ihem- 
idves,  and  privileged  to  go  unmolested.     They 
pDcrally  abound  around  a   huDting-camp ;    and 
l_  looo  grow  fat  on  the  offals  of  game  slaughtered 
^klMr  it.    But  bears — though  the  successful  hunter 
^VisT^ably  takes  his  dead  quarry  by  the  paw,  calls 
\      am  hh  grandfather,  and  asks  his  pardon  for  kill- 
log  him,  "  being  compelled  to  it  by  necessity"* — 
e  hunted  with  great  avidity;  and  you  generally 
:  tamarack   swamp  the  favourite  covert  of 
«  animals,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  hunting-camp. 
We  had  ridden  for  about  a  mile  through   the 
«Tily-timbered  land,  when  reaching  the  banks 
*  the  Notlawaseepe,  a  branch  of  the  St.  Joseph's, 
Iktud  the  sound  of  children's  voices,  and  de- 
1  two  or  three  red  urchins  wading  through 
;  shnllow  stream  on  stilts,  while  others,  of  a 
r  1^,  were  amusing  themselves  in  shooting 
(f-mB  and  arrows  on  the  opposite  side.     We  im- 
diately  forded   the   stream ;   and  making  our 
^y  into  a  swamp,  where  the  horses  sank  to  the 
~kO*^    al  every   step,    came    unexpectedly   upon   a 
ytiece  of  firm  ground,  some  eighty  yards  in  dia* 
toeter,   sod  found  ourselves  in  the  middle  of  the 
^Limp  of  Warpkesick.     It  was  composed  of  three 
Bribur  »^«gwani8  only,  but  they  were  large,  and 
W-  •  &e«  DOte  F. 


probably  contained  several  families  e 
were  constructed  of  mat^,  arranged  preciselj  m 
the  form  of  a  lent,*  and  supported  ia  the  saine 
manner ;  an  opening  being  left  in  the  ceDire  for 
the  escape  of  the  smoke,  and  a  blanket  suspeoded 
over  a  hole  cut  in  the  side  supplying  the  place 
iif  a  door.  Tlie  day  being  mild  for  the  season  of 
the  year,  the  indtvellera  of  these  simple  habitatioiis 
were,  at  the  moment  of  our  arrival,  variously  oc- 
cupied in  several  groups  on  the  outside.  Some 
of  the  men  were  cleaning  their  weapons,  and 
others  were  arranging  a  bundle  of  muskrat-trapt ; 
while  one  old  fellow,  whose  screwed-up  featum, 
peering  from  under  a  mass  of  grizzly  locks,  in- 
dicated the  cunning  of  the  trapper  rather  than 
the  boldness  of  the  hunter,  was  occupied  in  flay- 
ing an  otter  but  just  taken.  The  women  alone, 
however,  appeared  to  be  assiduously  engaged  — 
the  men  having  all  a  lounging  air  of  indolence, 
incompatible  with  the  idea  of  actual  employromt: 
pressing  skins  was  the  occupation  of  the  former; 
and  they  sat  grouped  each  like  a  hare  ii 
around  a  collection  of  boiling  kettles,  over  1 
the  skins  were  suspended. 

A  tall  virago  of  (ifly,  whose  erect  stature,  cU^ 
locks,  and  scarlet  blan  ket  floating  about  her  ))erM)ti| 

*  Hie  Otuwu  ha*i  3  (Omewhal  different  forai  for  | 
wigwaiiu.    Sm  iioi«  G. 
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woulil  entitle  her  to  flourish  as  Meg  Merrilies  iii 
the  frontispiece  of  Guy  Manneriog,  stood  up  in 
(he  midst ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  some  tolerably 
pretty  faces  among  her  junior  co-laborators,  might 
Ittve  been  taken  for  Hecate  herself,  surrounded  by 
the  wt-ird  sisters  of  the  caldron.  A  pack  of  wolf- 
ith'Iooking  curs,  about  twenty  in  number,  com- 
pleted the  assemblage  ;  which,  when  you  take  into 
oonsideration  the  variously-coloured  calico  dresses 
iDiJ  wumpuni  ornaments  in  ivhich  the  females  liad 
irrayed  themgelves,  with  the  white,  blue,  red,  and 
j^een  blankets  in  which  (he  men  were  wrapped, 
instituted  about  as  motley  a  collection  as  ever 
followed  FaUtaff  to  the  field.  Warpkesick  him- 
self, the  chief  of  the  gipsy  band,  issued  from  hi* 
lodge  while  I  was  thus  studying  the  appearance  of 
bis  adherents.  He  was  a  young  man,  not  more 
ilian  thirty,  with  a  handsome  though  somewhat 
'oluptuous  cast  of  countenance,  and  remarkably 
Sne  eyes.  His  stature  was  rather  below  the 
middle  size;  and  though  the  upper  part  of  liis 
peraun  was  extremely  well  formed,  with  a  deep 
cheat  and  hrond  flat  lilioulders,  one  of  his  legs, 
whether  from  deformity  or  misfortune  I  did  not 
like  to  inquire,  was  so  twisted  under  his  body  as 
to  be  worse  than  useless.  He  supported  himself 
upon  an  ashen  alafF  about  eight  feel  in  length, 'and 


icmnBtBic  u  tbr  hMta»  in  a  roniid  ImII 
T^i  is.  protiablT.  tna  soldDg  too  deepljr 
earth  vhiW  a  i*fid  pursuit  of  game ;  I 
Ikdi;.  id  sfitt  c£  the  nnngfatly  encumbi 
it  caBpeQed  to  dng  after  him,  when  I 
bke  a  icnc^a  panthfr  <m  his  pr«y,  on 
kMDCsi  hunten  of  his  tribe.  He  reoetTcd 
iKmsiT.  but  mnaiiKd  staodii^  j  while  ar 
dian;  gaibnvd  in  a  few  nKHnents  aroui 
aft«r  Aatrng  hands  vith  than  all  in  succ 
(tvL  up  a  loaded  fun.  and  br  waj  of  brei 
tbr  fonnalitT  of  the  roeedog,  desired  an  ei 
\-Mj&g  Indian  to  make  a  shot  with  it. 
laicd  for  a  roomeBt  to  oooiply,  and  imn 
all  the  olberv.  from  some  vbim  or  other, 
that  I  should  shoot.  Our  conTemtion  li 
l(^!eiber  in  agns,  it  vas  sooie  moments 
undentocNJ  their  perstures;  and  I  confc 
bavinff  but  little  praciice  with  a  single  bal 
anrthinfr^iil  unembarrassed  when  I  cami 
derstand  the  pur^rt  of  the  request  tb 
proffering  wiih  m)  niurh  animation,  j 
blaze  that  was  inslanilr  made  with  a  to 
in  a  sapling,  forty  or  fifty  yards  distant, 
no  excuse  for  pretending  longer  to  misuni 
my  worthy  acquaintances;  and  placing 
to  niy  shoulder,  I  nasasmuch  surprised  at 


RIFLE-SHOOTING.  203 

ihe  hail  wictiin  a  couple  of  inchcB  of  the  centre,  sia 
if  the  tree  had  screamed  when  thus  pierced  by  my 
random  bullet. 

HaviQg  jnet  with  those  in  Michigan  who  will 
drive  a  rusty  nail  with  a  rifle  at  this  distance,  and 
tboot  leaves  from  each  other's  heads  at  six  rods,  I 
oould  not  account  for  the  degree  of  approval  raani- 
faled  by  the  spectators,  till  my  companion  in- 
formed me  that  the  Indians,  owing  perhaps  to  the 
iafniority  of  their  rides,  which  are  of  English 
manufacture,  are  but  indifltrent  marksmen  at  still 
objects.  "  Tai-ya  r  cried  the  women,  "  Nestiin!" 
ilid  the  chief,  and  "  Nesheshin .'"  echoed  bis  at- 
IcodsntB  ;  while  the  blankets  of  the  lodges  were 
Bow  for  the  first  time  raised,  and  entering,  we 
itretched  ourselves  on  mats  around  the  fire.  A 
jouth  of  nineteen  sprang  to  his  feet  as  I  removed 
tile  dingy  curtain  which  formed  the  door,  and  re- 
<nled  a  face  and  form  that  might  be  the  model  of 
ID  Apollo.  Being  ill  at  the  time,  he  was  but  half. 
dressed ;  the  purple  blanket  dropping  from  his 
■boulders  setting  off  a  neck  end  chest  of  the  finest 
manly  proportions.  His  features  were  copied  by 
Nature  from  a  Qreek  model;  while  his  shaven 
oown,  with  the  single  chivalric  ecalp-luck  tufted 
with  a  heron''a  feather,  would,  in  its  noble  deve- 
Igpemeats,  have  thrown  the  disciples  of  Gall  and 
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uliarity  <^^^| 


Spureheim  into  ecstasy.  The  peculiarity  c 
head-dress,  wiih  the  beautifully -beaded  leggings 
round  his  ankles,  reveuled  to  me  at  once  that  the 
young  gentleman  was  an  Indian  dandy — a  Pot- 
tawallamie  Pelham  in  an  undress;  and  I  assure 

you   that  Mrs.  never   schooled  any  of  hi< 

New-York  rivals  to  wear  their  Spanish  cloak  with 
a  better  air  than  was  exhibited  by  my  red  frie&i) 
Mitosway-Coqualchegun,  or  Ten-Garters,  as  he 
gathered  the  folds  of  his  blankets  about  his  pcrsoo. 
Pipes  were  now  lit,  and  Ten-Garters,  who  wi» 
too  unwell  to  smoke  himself,  politely,  after  a  few 
whiffs,  tendered  me  his;  while  my  companion,  who 
could  partially  speak  the  language,  was  supj^ed 
from  another  quarter :  we  were  soon  perfectly  at 
home.  I  had  picked  up  from  the  flour  of  the  lodgd 
on  entering,  a  rude  tuuMcal  instrument — a  species 
of  flute,  of  imperfect  tones,  but  having  a  rich 
mellow  sound — when,  as  I  was  trying  to  squeesc 
a  tuDe  from  the  gamutless  pipe,  Warpkesick  roie 
abruptly,  and  sUting  that  he  had  to  start  at 
ouce  on  a  trapping  expedition,  signified  that  w« 
should  take  our  departure.  An  Indian  pony  » 
at  the  door,  and  lenping  at  one  bound  into  I 
wooden  saddle,  an  immense  bundle  of  £te« 
was  handed  to  the  chief  by  a  bvttandcr; 
Gonipaiiicd  by  an  Iniliau  uu  foot,  almost  ■ 


pony  siooo 
I  into  llj^ 

t  as  Bo^^^ 
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looking  as  the  miKrable  beast  he  rode,  our  abrupt 
boM  disappeared  at  once  into  the  woods.  I  was 
lingering  behind  to  purchase  the  flute,  and  had 
ronciJiaiedthe  squaws  wonderfully  by  tearing  out 
the  kilk  lining  of  my  frock-coal,  and  giving  it  in 
ihreds  to  their  children,  when  my  friend,  being 
already  mounted,  told  me  we  had  better  move  off*. 
I  had  barely  lime  to  cross  the  saddle,  when  a 
■hoop  rang  through  the  woods,  whith,  while  it 
nade  my  lioree  spring  almost  from  beneatli  me, 
vDuld  have  wakened  Rip  Vanwinkle  from  his 
Iwenly  years'  doze.  The  piercing  cry  fmm  the 
forewC  was  echoed  with  an  exulting  shout  from 
ntry  wigwara.  A  dozen  dusky  figures  leaped 
thiough  their  flimsy  porches,  with  as  many  rifleB 
gleaming  in  their  hands.  He  of  the  heron  feather 
>«a  the  flrst  that  caught  my  eye,  and  as  his  gun 
poJnted  in  (he  direction  whence  the  first  whoop 
cane,  immediately  behind  me,  I  could  not  help, 
in  cpite  of  the  undesirable  propinquity  of  its 
nuzzle,  admiring  the  eagle  eye  and  superb  atti- 
tude uf  the  young  warrior.  Not  a  soul  advanced 
three  paces  from  the  covert  whence  he  sprung. 
There  was  a  dead  dience.  The  children  held 
their  breath,  and  "  Meg  Merrilies,"  who  had 
ilcppcd  on  a  fallen  tree  at  the  first  outcry,  now 
IffBod  HO  still  that  her  eldritch  furm,  were  it  not 


206  DEATH  OP  A  BUCK. 

for  the  elf-locks  streaming  over  her  scarlet  blanket 
in  the  breeze,  might  have  been  mistaken  for  a 
figure  of  stone.  Another  whoop,  and  the  cause 
of  all  the  commotion  at  once  appeared.  A^oUe 
buck,  roused  from  his  lair  by  Warpkesick,  comes 
bounding  by  the  camp,  and  buries  his  proud 
antlers  in  the  dust  in  a  moment.  A  dosen  scalp- 
ing-knives  pierce  his  leathern  coat,  and  the  poor 
creature  is  stripped  of  his  skin  almost  before  he 
has  time  to  pant  out  his  expiring  breath. 

I  rode  home  reflecting  upon  all  I  had  ever  read 
of  the  want  of  vivacity  and  fire  in  the  Indian  cha* 
racter,  and  concluded  that  I  would  rather  have 
witnessed  the  spirited  scene  I  have  just  attempted 
to  describe  to  you,  than  double  all  the  knov4edge 
I  have  hitherto  laid  up  from  such  sources. 

I  leave  this  comfortable  house  in  the  morniiig, 
and  it  will  be  long  before  I  reach  again  one  half 
so  agreeable. 


INVITATION. 


LETTER  XVI. 


I-raine  Ronde,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  26. 
"  SraA>CBR,  will  you  take  a  cocktail  with  us  P" 
called  out  a  tall  alhletic  fellow  to  me  as  I  was 
■uiung  my  way  through  a  group  of  wild-looking 
charutcra  assembled  an  hour  since  around  the 
Gtt  by  which  I  am  now  writing.  There  was  s 
kng-hatrcd  "  booshier"  from  Indiana,  a  couple  of 
ji-lotiking  "  suckers"*  from  the  southern  part 
[  Illinois,  a  keen-eyed  leather-belled  "  badger" 
1  the  mines  of  Ouisconsin,  and  a  sturdy  yetv 
o-like  fellow,  whose  white  capot,  Indian  moc- 
inos,  itod  red  sash,  proclaimed,  while  he  boasted 
Ft  three  years'  residence,  the  genuine  woheriiu, 
or  naturalized  Michiganian.  Could  one  refuse  to 
drink  with  such  a  company  P  The  spokesman 
■as  evidently  a  "red-horse"  from  Kentucky,  and 
lothing  was  wanting  but  a  "  buck-eye"  from  Ohio 
to  render  the  assemblage  as  complete  as  it  was 

*  So  called  alter  the  Ash  of  ihal  name,  from  bis  going  up  the 
noer  to  the  mines,  and  retaming  at  the  MMon  wben  ths  lueket 
■ukM  Its  inignUiOD). 


1 

real  pdj^H 
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select.  I  was  in  the  midst  of  the  first  r 
I  had  ever  seen — on  an  island  of  timber,  wbtiw 
lee,  while  making  slow  headway  for  the  last  two 
hours,  with  a  biting  breeze  on  my  beam,  it  bmd 
been  my  whole  object,  aim,  and  ambition  to  get — 
a  comfortable  bar-ruom,  a  smoking  "cocktail,"  ■ 
worshipful  assemblage,  (Goldsmith's  Club  was  ■ 
fool  to  it,)  had  never  entered  my  dreams  t  Could 
I  refuse  to  drink  with  such  a  company  P  The 
warm  glass  is  in  my  froztn  fingers.  The  most 
devout  temperance  mau  could  see  no  harm  in  that ! 
It  is  touched  smartly  by  the  rim  of  the  red* 
horse, — it  is  brushed  by  the  hooshier, — it  rings 
against  the  badger,  —  comes  in  companiu 
contact  with  the  wolverine,  —  "My  re*p< 
yoU)  gentlemen,  and  luck  to  all  of  us  !* 

Here  was  a  capital  commencement  with  just  t 
sort  of  salad  of  society  I  have  been  long  wishing 
tu  meet  with,  having  as  yet  only  tasted  its  com- 
[wnent  parts  in  detail,  But,  auspicious  bs  was 
the  beginning,  1  nearly  got  into  a  difficulty  wilb 
my  new  acq uain lances  a  few  moments  afterward, 
by  handing  tlie  landlord  a  share  of  the  reckomng ; 
and  I  took  buck  the  coin 'forced  upon  me,  < 
many  a|>olugiea  upon  my  part  for  having  i 
aumed   to  pay  part  cf  a  "general  treat," 


— it  rings 
MniuOflU^J 

h  juat  3^ 
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"finger.  Room  was  then  civilly  made  for  me 
a;  the  fireplace,  and,  accepting  &  pipe  proffered 
t)  one  of  the  company,  a  few  whilFd  mad«  me 
tufficienlly  sick  and  at  iiome  to  lay  it  by  without 
further  ceremony.  "There's  a  smart  chance  of 
tigan  there  in  the  bar,  stranger,  if  you'd  try 
wDie  of  ihem,"  said  one  of  the  hooshiers. — "  Yes," 
whoed  the  other;  "and  tliey  are  a  heap  better 
ihin  those  pipes." — "  I  allow,"  rejoined  another 
"flht  company i  "but  I  wish  that  fellow  would 
>hut  the  door;  he  must  think  that  we  were  all 
raised  in  a  saw-mill,  and  then  he  looks  so  peert 
■henevcr  he  comes  in." — "  Poor  fellow  !"  ejacu- 
lated one  who  had  not  yet  spoken,  "  he  is  consi- 
derably troubled  with  youngness," 

"From  Ihe  eastcni  side,  stranger?"  said  an- 
other to  me ;  '*  I  'm  told  it  'a  tolerable  frog  pasture. 
Now,  here  the  soil's  so  deep  one  can't  raise  any 
long  sarce — they  all  get  pulled  through  the  other 
side.  We  can  winter  our  cowa,  however,  on 
*ooden  clocks,  there  *s  so  many  Yankees  among 
"S"  See. 

Ascjittering  conversation  was  kept  up  in  similar 
quaint  expressions  for  some  time ;  but  I  will  not 
liw  you  with  enumerating  more  of  those  which 
Ul  under  roy  observation.  These  unique  terms, 
'wieed,  were  poured  out  so  copiously,  that  it  was 


pv  ^  HdAa^agi^  to  rataia  tltcm-  At  lut  ■ 
twmm*  amd  ft  ■ujilc  of  canalm  drove  up  to  the 
^■r;  aarf  I  ifaeDvcml,  opon  tlietr  bmidliBfi  taa- 
tHj  iMo  tfaeac  iiliJiliiii,  that  the  vbiJe  compu; 
woe  hiMii  6m  a  wofafiag.  "  Jno,"  ctied  ona 
Aonr  |»  anolfaef^  aaafipiag  his  whip,  "  Wt  ov 
hmmm  nu  acar  Ae  ■&.'  Jmn  cncked  bis  hh[k 
par.  Md  Ae  light  cHJola  taldag  tbe  kad,  ibc 
■R  hai^ife  tiain  akimaed  rapidly  aft^  thm : 
ibcsr  daHt  ■hadawa  wen  aooa  kat  upon  the  raooa* 
til  pniric^  and  tbe  Bonad  of  ibcir  bella  died  as^ 
in  the  dttfaarr  bjr  the  tioie  1  bad  regained  uf 
BOW  tobtMrj  seat  b3r  tbe  fircu 

I  have  bad  but  a  aarrj  lime  UDce  leaving  the 
apeeable  companjr  I  spoke  of  in  my  last.  T» 
daj,  indeed,  the  weather,  though  cold  and  wiadj, 
b«»  been  dear;  but,  on  ti>e  two  previous,  I  lodr 
for  the  whole  time  through  alteroale  taow  and 
aleei,  which  the  wiod  at  times  blew  so  directly  ia 
my  face  as  to  make  it  almo&t  impossible  to  pro- 
ceed. Id  one  instance,  while  making  my  ny 
through  B  dense  forest  of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
between  the  openings,  without  ■  cabin  by  Uk 
way,  my  horse  stopped  suddenly,  mikI  I""^"^ 
about  ten  paces  o-hcad,  1  saw  a  cou|de  of  dav 
■  Ar«u;hkii>dof.led. 
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iWnJing  immediately  in  my  path,  and  gazing  on 
TO  irilh  the  most  perfect  u Deduce rn ;  but  my 
fingers  were  so  nnnih  with  cold  that  I  was  unable 
lococJi  my  gun,  while  the  timid  creatures  slowly 
rtdred  within  the  depths  of  the  forest.  The  Ke- 
liaiamazoo  wound  through  this  wood  ;  but  the 
under-growth  of  timber  was  so  very  heavy,  that 
i»  waters,  though  within  a  few  yardfi  of  me,  were 
ively  discernible ;  and  their  ample  flow,  when 
«en  as  now  swollen  by  the  troubled  current  of 
Buile  Creek  aiid  other  tributaries,  though  ca- 
pahle  of  bearing  boats  of  considerable  burden, 
possessed  less  charms  for  me  than  when  I  first 
(truck  the  slender  rill  as  it  leaped  unsullied  from 
id  virgin  fountain,  and  went  singing  on  its 
course.  Still  it  was  with  regret,  when  at  last  fer- 
ried over  the  Kekalamazoo,  so  long  my  only  com- 
fuaan,  that,  on  turning  my  horse's  head  to  the 
•Mttht  1   took  leave  of  its   Arcadian  banks  for 


1  passed  the  previous  night  at  the  little  hamlet 
af  Comstock,  where  an  enterprising  young  gentle- 
laaii,  after  whom  the  place  is  called,  having  the 
advantage  of  a.  good  mill-site,  is  creating  a  flou- 
lidiing  establishment  around  him ;  a  frame-store 
md  several  log-cabins,  with  two  or  three  mills, 
already  giving  some  importance  to  the  situation 
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ctioD  of  houses  which 
md  is  called  "  School- 
)  though  only  five  or  six 
,  has  a  small  lake  in  the 
,  if  not  the  whole  settled 
itinguiahed  by  the  number 
,  blooded  dogs,  and  keen 
proportion  to  the  population, 
bneback,  with  full  packs  of 
avourite  sport ;  though  wolf, 
-baiting  have  each  their  active 
toil  is  so  easy  of  culture,  and  bo 
wluct,  that  the  settlers,  after  at- 
lecessary  avocations,  have  ample 
nany  recreations,  Prairie  Ronde, 
arts  of  Michigan,  in  a  great  mea- 
nigrants  from  the  state  of  New. 
»unt  a  still  greater  number  of  its 
lives  of  the  south  and  west.  The 
ally  was,  perhaps,  fairly  repre- 
embly  to  which  I  so  unceremoni- 
you  at  the  opening  of  the  letter. 


Wiles,  Berrien  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  38- 
ow  for  two  days  in  St.  Joseph's 
k1  among  the  finest  in  Michigan  ; 
wrote  the  above,  traversed   the 
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in  a  new  country.  My  ride  of  to-day,  having 
started  late,  brought  me,  about  sunset,  a  distaiitt 
of  twenty  miles,  to  the  verge  of  Prairie  Ronde ; 
the  intermediate  country  consisting  partly  of  bun^ 
oak  plains,  broken  sometimes  by  the  short  round 
hills  I  have  before  described,  and  partly  of  broad 
grassy  meadows,  running  sometimes  into  marsbei^ 
and  occasionally  watered  by  some  clear  8trea^^ 
whose  sandy  bottom  would  contrast  strongly  witk 
its  low  sedgy  brink.  The  ground  became  hightf 
and  firmer  as  I  approached  Prairie  Ronde;  and 
then,  after  riding  for  a  few  miles  through  the  opoi* 
ings,  when  I  expected  to  descend  upon  a  broad 
meadow  somewhat  resembling  the  many  I  have 
seen  in  Michigan,  fully  answering  to  my  preooB* 
ceived  ideas  of  a  prairie,  I  came  suddenly  upon  an 
immense  piece  of  cleared  table^land,  some  fifty  feet 
above  a  pretty  lake  in  its  vicinity.  The  scattering 
houses  around  its  borders,  with  the  island  of  tim- 
ber in  the  centre,  and  the  range  of  six  or  seven 
miles  of  prairie  on  every  side,  assured  me  that  this 
was  Prairie  Ronde ;  while  the  piercing  blast  whidi, 
as  the  sun  sunk  redly  pn  the  opposite  side,  rushed 
out  from  his  western  resting-place  and  blew  the 
snow-drift  in  my  teeth,  made  me  eager  to  cross  the 
waste  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  sufficiently  ac* 
counts  for  the  pleasure  with  which  1  entered  this 
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hospitable  inn.  The  colieclioii  of  houses  which 
Jtind  sheltered  by  this  wood  is  called  *'  School- 
cnrfl.^  The  wood  itself,  though  only  five  or  six 
hnDdred  acres  in  extent,  has  a  small  lake  in  the 
cnitre;  and  the  village,  if  not  the  whole  settled 
put  of  the  prairie,  is  distinguished  by  the  number 
cif  fine  running-horses,  blooded  dogs,  and  keen 
iport&men  it  has  in  proportion  to  the  population. 
Fox-huuting  on  horseback,  with  full  packs  of 
JMunds,  is  the  favourite  sport ;  though  wolf, 
bau",  and  badger-baiting  have  each  their  active 
Jbllowers.  The  soil  is  so  easy  of  culture,  and  so 
gmerous  in  its  product,  that  the  settlers,  after  at- 
tending to  their  necessary  avocations,  have  ample 
Uuure  for  their  many  recreations.  Prairie  Ronde, 
tiiough,  like  all  parts  of  Mich  igan,  in  s  great  ntea- 
lure  Kltlcd  by  emigrants  from  the  state  of  New- 
York,  is  said  to  count  a  still  greater  number  of  its 
readents  from  natives  of  the  south  and  west.  The 
population  generally  was,  perhaps,  fairly  repre- 
Mnted  at  the  assembly  to  which  I  so  unceremoni- 
oaaly  introduced  you  at  the  opening  of  the  letter. 


Nilea,  Berrien  Co.,  M.  T.,  Dec.  28. 
I  have  been  now  for  two  days  in  St.  Joseph's 
eounly,  considered  among  the  finest  in  Michigan  ; 
laving,   since  I  wrote  the  above,   traversed    the 
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counties  of  St.  Joseph  and  Cass,  watered  by  the 
St.  Joseph "^  8  river,  which  is  the  most  impoaiiig- 
looking  stream  I  have  yet  seen.  A  ride  of  four- 
teen miles  from  Prairie  Ronde  brought  me  6iit  to 
its  banks,  which,  rising  occasionally  fifty  or  sixty 
feet  above  the  water  in  a  sudden  bluff,  look  higher 
than  those  of  any  river  I  have  jret  seen  in  the  pe- 
ninsula. You  must  already  have  gathered,  tnm 
my  attempts  at  portraying  Michigan  scenery,  tiMt 
neither  the  grand,  the  picturesque — hardly  evoi 
the  romantic — are  to  be  numbered  among  its  dia* 
racteristics.  '^  The  beautiful^  comprehends  then 
all:  and  yet  you  can  readily  imagine^  that  tiMt 
beauty  is  neither  tame  nor  monotonous  which  csa 
shine  through  the  dreary  months  of  winter,  and 
make  the  half-frosen  and  solitary  traveller  almosC 
forget  its  rigours.  It  is  true,  that  one  brought  vp 
in  a  more  rugged  and  broken  country  might  often 
miss  the  mountain-tops  leaning  against  the  sky,— 
might  sigh  for  the  sound  of  a  cascade,  and  long 
once  more  to  plant  his  foot  upon  a  cliff;  and  yet, 
where  would  the  eye  more  delight  to  wander  thn 
througli  these  beautiful  groves,  which  in  summer 
must  stretch  their  green  arcades  on  every  side  i 
where  rest  more  happily  than  on  those  grsiiy 
meadows  on  which  their  vistas  open?  These 
streams,  too,  that  sparkle  so  brightly  over  tbck 
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golden  beds,  are  they  no  substitute  for  the  rushing 
(orrents  of  more  mountnlDous  countries?  or  does 
the  lichen-covered  crag  tempt  one's  footsteps  more 
than  this  teeming  soil,  when  Nature  has  carpeted 
tt  with  the  myriad  of  wild  flowers  which  the  sum- 
mer's sun  calls  forth  ?  To  no  scenery  of  our  coun- 
try that  I  have  yet  seen  is  the  term  "  Arcadian" 
more  applicable  than  to  the  rich  and  fairy  land- 
mpe  oo  the  western  side  of  the  peninsula,  watered 
by  the  Kekatamazoo  and  the  St.  JosephY 

The  latter  stream,  when  I  first  beheld  it,  was 
filled  with  floating  ice,  which  the  deep  and  rapid 
tide  brought  down  with  such  force,  that  my  horse 
recoiled  with  atf'right  when  I  attempted  to  urge 
bim  into  the  current  at  a  point  where  an  old 
woman  told  me  was  the  usual  place  of  fording.  A 
rope-ferry,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther  on,  removed 
liie  difficulty;  and  finding  my  way  along  a  rich 
bottom,  where  the  trail  was  so  encumbered  with 
■isea  that  it  was  difficult,  even  at  this  season,  to 
keep  it,  1  hailed  a  grim-lo'jkiiig  Charon,  with  a 
•bock  head  of  hair,  attired  in  a  green  hunting- 
iliirt,  who  was  standing  in  the  doorway  of  a  cabin 
oa  the  opposite  side;  and  crossing  for  me  iu  his 
MOW,  1  was  soon  conveyed  across  the  wintry  lor- 
renL  The  country  now  became  gradually  more 
populous  as  I  approached  the  village  and  prairie 
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ic  'Wnii:  T^ipeoL.  1  iiu  xidden  fcmtcai  mileB  in 
OK  DHcniiip  wdxbnin  msoDg  ike  ^gii  of  a  hafaita- 
HA  .  sue  «^  me  nmss  whii  vaiher  tniTrilen  Bor 
enuffssms'  m  xbi^  ^panim.  there  is  «)iiie  oompttiy 
IT  iiK  siuiki  of  a  rfahnney,  though  you  do 


1UC  ^etiff  ir  vHTiL  ytvxT  isngts%  hj  tlie  fire  bciieth 
i:  1  n3%seu£  innc  hcfoK  das  to  hare  &lleii  in 
«-3U:  a  nuvc  a£!?«eabif  campanion,  in  a  gentlanan 
i£  rKr  riumr^*  wtum.  I  met  vitb  at  Detroit,  and 
vow^  if  a  r.niuawrBhik  propnesor  on  tbe  St.  Jooe|>h^a 
Hs^mt  a  £iie  taiaf  for  nntml  soeoerT,  and  being 
OM  zc  tiK  Sc^sc  n&^^iboef  thnt  I  hare  erer  heard 
cc.  I  ai>nc:^isT<^  nadL  pleasure  and  advantage 
froir  ii»  A.txriiB£T  and  pudanoe  through  the 
vt^fST  pan  oc  xhf  pc^ss^ula. 

Bui  TLj  xx:tzkt  thivxuirh  Michigan  is  now  nearlj 
finssMd.  a^  zx  Hqpou  <tinxvJT  alone.  At  White 
Pigeon,  vhere  I  foirod  ijuite  a  pretty  village  of 
four  v«ar5*  grovth,  1  sieefned«  in  getting  upon  the 
post-route  frotn  Dfiiviit  to  Chicago*  to  get  back 
once  nK>re  to  an  old  countrr.  I  found  a  good  inn 
and  attendance  at  Savarv*s  ^nd  discovered,  by  the 
travellers  going  north  and  south,  that  travelling 
was  not  as  yet  completely  frozen  up.  There  are 
a  great  many  English  emigrants  settled  upon  this 
prairie,  who,  I  am  told,  are  successfuUy  intro* 
ducing  here  the  use  of  live  hedges  instead  of  fenoct 
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ID  farming.  They  are  generally  of  a  respectable 
dass,  and  seem  to  be  quite  popular  with  the 
American  settlers. 

The  morning  was  fine  when  1  left  While  Pigeon 
to-day ;  and  as  the  sun  shot  down  ihroiigh  the  tall 
woods,  nothing  could  be  more  cheering  than  my 
ride  among  the  beautiful  hills  of  Cass  county. 
The  road,  which  is  remarkably  good,  meanders 
through  ravines  for  a  distance  of  many  miles,  the 
conical  bills  resting  upon  the  plain  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  barely  to  leave  a  wheel-track  between  them, 
exoejrt  when  at  times  some  pretty  lake  or  broad 
meadow  pushes  its  friths  far  within  their  embrace. 
A  prairie  of  some  extent  was  to  be  traversed  on 
this  side  of  these  eminences,  and  the  Boating  ice 
m  the  St.  Joseph's  was  glistening  beneath  its 
ihadowy  banks  in  the  rays  of  the  cold  winter  moon 
when  I  reached  its  borders,  and  arrived  at  the 
ttage-housp  in  this  flourishing  town  of  Niles. 
Mine  host,  who  does  not  seem  to  be  the  most  ac- 
nimmodating  person  in  the  world,  has  refused  to 
provide  supper  for  myself  and  two  other  gentle- 
mn  at  so  late  an  hour,  assigning  as  a  reason,  that 
"his  women  are  not  made  of  steel," — an  instance 
of  cause  and  effect  which  I  merely  put  upon  re- 
cord as  being  the  only  one  of  the  kind  I  have  met 
irith  in  all  Michigan.     My  fellow-sufferers  appear 

»oi_  I.  i- 
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to  be  both  agreeable  mea;  and  as  we  are  to  Irtvd 
in  company  to  Chicago,  the  sympatliy  arising  frotn 
our  present  melancholy  condition  may  ensure  a 
pleasant  intercourse  under  happier  auspices. 

The  county  of  Cass,  through  which  1  hare 
passed  to-day,  has  a  populatiou  of  more  than  l«o 
thousand  :  and  contains  seven  prairies,  of  six  or 
eight  miles  in  diameter,  besides  many  smaller  uott. 
They  produce!  when  cultivated,  from  thirty  to 
eighty  bushels  of  new  corn,  or  forty  of  wheat,  to 
the  acre.  The  mode  of  planting  the  former  is  lo 
run  a  furrow,  drop  the  corn  in,  and  cover  it  vilh 
a  succeeding  furrow,  which  is  planted  in  a  mulBr 
way,  and  the  field  is  rarely  either  ploughed  or 
hoed  after  planting.  There  are  several  preUT 
lakes  in  this  county  ;  but  it  is  not  ao  well  watered 
as  St.  Joseph's,  through  which  I  passed  yesterday; 
which,  for  local  advantages  of  every  kind,  as  wtU 
as  ferlility  of  soil,  is  generally  consideml  out  of 
the  best  in  the  peninsula.  I  like  KalamcMW 
county,  however,  as  much  aa  any  part  at  Midu- 
gao  1  have  seen.  I  am  now  within  eigfat  orM 
miles  of  the  Indian  boundary,  and  some  twMlf 
or  thirty  only  from  the  shores  of  Lake  MwUgM 
having  described  nearly  a  semicircle  in  my  WOt 
through  the  peninsula,  including,  with  some dvvli' 
tifms,  the  counticH  of  Wayne,  Mooroc,  LcnawMf 
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and  Washtenaw  on  the  eatt,  Jackson  in  the  centre, 
and  Calhoun,  Kalamazoo,  St.  Joseph's,  Cass,  and 
BerHcn  on  the  west;  and  I  have  not  met  a  resident 
in  that  whole  range  hut  what  was  pleased  with  the 
eountry,  and,  I  may  almost  say,  attached  to  its  soil. 
The  females,  indeed,  will  sometimes  murmur;  and 
in  tome  remote  places  I  have  heard  those  whose 
conversations  indicated  that  they  had  not  been 
broaght  np  with  the  most  ordinary  advantages 
complain  of  "  the  want  of  society !"  But  even 
iheae  would  love  to  dilate  upon  the  beauties  of  the 
country  when  the  flowers  were  in  bloom.  Others, 
again,  who  had  been  more  gently  nurtured,  would 
ngb  at  one  moment  for  the  comforts  and  elegancies 
rf  tbeir  maternal  homes,  while  their  eyes  would 
kindle  with  enthusiasm  ihe  next,  when  speaking  of 
tbe  appearance  which  the  woods  around  their  new 
dwellings  wore  in  summer.  Small  communities 
fom  but  slowly  in  a  country  where  the  settlers, 
intteftd  of  gradually  pushing  their  way  together 
mto  (he  depths  of  the  forest,  as  at  the  eastward, 
itiwe  their  waggons  in  any  direction  a  hundred 
miles  through  the  openings,  and  plant  themselves 
down  a  day's  journey  apart,  just  where  their  fancy 
prompts  them.  This  will  account  for  my  so  often 
lighting  upon  a  pleasant  hamlet,  after  a  day's 
travel  through  a  perfect  wilderness. 


les    into    Ii^^| 
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The  river  St.  Joseph  debouches 
Michigan  in  this  county;  and  as  a  steam  host 
will  probably  run  the  next  season  from  the  lowii 
rapidly  growing  at  its  mouth  to  Chicago,  a  rail- 
road from  Detroit  to  this  steam-boat  harbour  ii 
only  wanting  to  bring  the  visiter  of  Niagara  within 
a  few  days'  travel  of  Chicago,  and  carry  him 
through  the  flowery  groves  of  Michigan  to  one  of 
the  most  important  points  in  the  Union,  and  what 
may  be  termed  the  central  head  of  the  Mississipfti 
valley.  Dclmonico  may  then  stock  his  Urder 
vith  grouse  from  the  meadows  of  Michigan,  and 
tiassin  try  his  skill  upon  the  delicious  fish  that 
swarm  her  lakes  and  rivers;  (would  that  I  could  at 
this  moment  witness  some  of  their  curious  orgies!) 
while  sportsmen  will  think  no  more  of  a  trip  hithvr 
than  they  do  now  of  an  excursion  to  Islij),  Rayner- 
South,  or  Patchoguc.  In  the  mean  time  I  have 
secured  you  the  seeds  of  more  than  twenty  varic' 
ties  of  wild  flowers,  which  I  shall  send  to  Ihdf 
destination  as  soon  as  possible,  lest,  from  th«  rapid 
increase  of  internal  commimication,  they  lOMy  kiM 
half  their  value  from  ceasing  to  be  a  rarity. 
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LETTER  XVII. 

Door  Prairip,  lodiana,  Dec.  29,  1833. 
Bung  now  on  the  mail  route  between  Detroit 
wd  Chicogo,  I  am  travelling  very  comfortably  in  a 
fouT-hoTse  waggon,  with  the  gentlemen  mentioned 
in  my  la-st.  I  found  my  horse's  buck  so  chafed  at 
White  Pigeon,  that  it  was  unpleasant  to  use  him 
longer  under  the  saddle ;  and  having  met  with 
my  trunk  at  Niies,  which  waa  forwarded  from 
Monroe  by  a  friend,  I  am  in  a  measure  cotnpelletl 
loidopt  what  is  certainly  the  most  agreeable  mode 
of  travelling  at  this  season  through  a  bleak  prairie 
wunlry. 

The  cold  winter  moon  was  still  riding  high  in 
•Ite  liGBvens  as  we  ferried  over  the  St.  Joseph's  at 
Hin  this  moming.  A  low-sided  scow  was  the 
Wmb  of  conveyance ;  and,  after  breaking  the  solid 
"»near  the  shore  to  loose  us  from  our  moorings, 
"  required  some  pains  to  shun  the  detached  cakes 
■bich  came  driving  down  the  centre  of  the  dark- 
ff^liog  river;  while,  near  the  opposite  shore,  they 
W  become  so  wedged  and  frozen  together,  that 
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H  it  required  considerable  pxertioD  to  I 

H  with  our  long  poles,  and  make  good  our  landing. 

H  At  length,  ascending  the  bank,  a  beautiful  plain, 

H  with  a  clump  of  trees  here  and  there  upon  ita  SIIT- 

I  face,  opened  to  our  view.     The  eGlablishment  of 

f  the  Carey  Mission,*  a  long,  low,  white  building, 

could  be  distinguished  afar  otf  faintly  in  the  mooo- 

light ;  while  several  winler+  lodges  of  the  Pott«- 

wattamies,  three  or  four  hundred  of  which  tribe 

inhabit  this  fine  district,  were  plainly  perceptible 

over  the  plain.     The  moon,  indeed,  shone  with  in 

tefi'ulgence  such  as  I  have  never  witnessed,  except 
beneath  the  pearly  skies  of  the  West.  Mwnii^ 
came  at  last;  still,  but  excessively  cold;  ourhonci' 
manes  and  our  own  clothes  being  covered  wfth 
hoar-frost,  while  each  blade  of  grass  that  ■ 
wilted  spear  above  the  snow  glistened  like 
mond's  point  beneath  the  uprising  sua. 

About  ten  o'clock  we  reached  a  shai 
Terre  Coupe  prairie,  and  finding  no  one  at  fa 
we  rummnged  the  eBlahlishmcnt  to  find  I 
lerials  for  a  hreakfast,  which  we  cooked  oun 
and  left  payment  upon  the  table.  Our  next  sti^ 
carried  us  over  a  ro/liiig  prairie  to  L«port«- 
The  undulating  surface  resembled  the  ground- 
swell  of  the   sea ;   and   nothing   could   be   nun 
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try  at  this  season,  when  the  bright  sky  of  tlie 
[irainif  became  overcast,  than  moving  mile  after 
iQe  over  this  frozen  lake  —  for  such  it  appeared 
—with  nothing  but  its  moDotonous  swell  to  catch 
e  eye  wherever  its  glances  roamed. 

;  was  afternoon  when  we  reached  the  little 
tettlement  of  Laporte,  which  is  situated  on  a 
prelty  lake,  in  a  prairie  of  the  same  name,  tlie 
diirts  of  which  are  beautifully  timbered.  There 
•u  just  liglii  enough  remaining  when  we  reach- 
ed our  present  stopping- pi  ace,  a  comfortable  log- 
cibin,  to  Bee  the  opening  ahead  through  the 
limber,  from  which  this  prairie  takes  its  name. 
Il  fumis  a  dour  opening  upon  an  arm  of  the 
IfTiad  Prairie,  which  runs  through  the  states 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  extends  afterward, 
if  I  mi&take  not,  to  the  base  of  the  Rocky  Muun- 
Uiiis.  I  am  now  in  the  land  of  the  Hooshiers, 
*nd  find  that  long-haired  race  much  more  civi- 
iiied  than  some  of  their  western  neighbours  are 
billing  to  represent  them.  The  term  "  Hooshier," 
iike  that  of  Yankee,  or  Buck-eye,  first  applied 
woiemptuously,  lias  now  become  a mubiiquet,  that 
bears  nothing  invidious  with  it  to  the  ear  of  an 
Wianian.  This  part  of  the  state  is  as  yet  but 
thinly  settled ;  but  the  land  is  rapidly  coming 
into  market,   and  it  is  calculated  to  support  a. 
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dense  population.  A  new  (own  : 
called  '■  Michigan  dty,"  about  thirty  miles  dR 
on  the  shore  of  the  lake,  is  fast  coming  into  nntin, 
and  giving  a  spur  to  the  settlements  to  thaw 
parts.  The  country  is,  however,  still  wild  enough, 
und  I  have  a  wilder  yet  to  pass  before  re«chni|g 
Chicago,  ^^^H 

Chicago,  Jun.  t,  Ifl^H 
We  left  the  prairie  on  the  east,  after  paaang 
ihrough  '■  the  door,'"  and  entered  a  forest,  wh«« 
the  enormous  black-walnul  and  sycamore  trw» 
cumbered  the  soil  with  trunks  from  which  a  con*, 
fortable  dwelling  might  be  excavated.  Tlie  foad 
wss  about  as  bad  as  could  be  imagined ;  and  after 
riding  so  long  over  prairies  as  smooth  as  a  turn- 
pike, the  slumps  and  fallen  trees  over  which  we 
were  compelled  to  drive,  with  the  deep  luud-hola 
into  which  our  horses  conlinualty  plunged,  were 
anything  but  agreeable.  Still,  the  stupendous 
vegetation  of  the  forest  interested  me  sufficiently 
to  make  the  time,  otherwise  enlivened  by  fpiod 
company,  pass  with  sufficient  flnlness,  thoU|^ 
we  made  hardly  more  than  two  miles  an  huur 
throughout  the  Mage.  At  last,  after  pasnng 
several  untenanted  sugar-camps*  of  the  Indiaos, 
*  See  note  J. 
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vercsched  a  cabin,  prettily  situated  on  the  banks 
uffl  lively  brook  winding  through  the  forest.  A 
little  Frenchman  waited  at  the  door  to  receive 
our  hurses,  while  a  couple  of  half-intoxicated 
lodians  followed  us  into  the  houtie,  in  the  hope 
nf  getting  a'netos  (vulgarly,  "a  treat")  from  the 
nt*  comers.  The  usual  settlers'  dinner  of  fried 
bacon,  venison -cutlets,  hot  cakes,  and  wild  honey, 
*ith  some  tolerable  tea  and  Indian  sugar, — as  that 
mide  from  the  maple-tree  ia  called  at  the  West,^ 
■«s  soon  plated  before  us ;  while  our  new  driver, 
the  frizzy  little  Frenchman  already  mentioned, 
Wneisetl  a  fresh  team,  and  hurried  us  into  the 
nggon  as  soon  as  possible.  The  poor  little  fel- 
W  had  thirty  miles  to  drive  before  dark,  on  the 
Out  difficult  part  of  the  route  of  the  line  he- 
Iween  Detroit  and  Chicago.  It  was  easy  to  see 
llat  he  knew  nothing  of  driving,  the  moment  he 
took  his  reins  in  hand  ;  but  when  one  of  my  fel- 
W-travellers  mentioned  that  little  Victor  hail 
fxen  preferred  to  his  present  situation  of  trust 
from  the  indefatigable  manner  in  which,  before 
Mt  »(agt'  route  was  established  last  season,  he  had 
W  jears  carried  the  mail  through  this  lonelv 
•ountry — swimming  rivers  and  sleeping  in  \\w 
*oods  at  all  seasons, — it  was  impossible  to  dash 
(l>e  mixture  of  boyish  glee  aTid  official  pomposity 
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with  which  he  entered  upon  his  duties,  by  sug- 
gesting any  improvement  as  to  the  mode  ci  per* 
forming  them.  Away  then  we  went,  helter-tkdtff, 
through  the  woods-* scrambled  through  a  brook, 
and  galloping  over  an  arm  of  the  pndrie,  strock 
again  into  the  forest.  A  fine  stream,  called  the 
Calamine,  made  our  progress  here  more  gentle  tat 
a  moment.  But  immediately  on  the  other  aide  of 
the  river  was  an  Indian  trading-post,  and  our  little 
French  Phaeton — who,  to  tell  the  truth,  had  been 
repressing  his  fire  for  the  last  half-hour,  while 
winding  among  the  decayed  trees  and  broken 
branches  of  the  forest, — could  contain  no  longer. 
He  shook  the  reins  on  his  wheel-horses,  and 
cracked  up  his  leaders,  with  an  air  that  would 
have  distinguished  him  on  the  Third  Avenue, 
and  been  envied  at  CatoY  He  rises  in  his  scat 
as  he  passes  the  trading-house ;  he  sweeps  by  like 
a  whirlwind  :  but  a  female  peeps  from  the  portal, 
and  it  is  all  over  with  poor  Victor. 

'*  Ahy  wherefore  did  he  turn  to  look  ? 
That  pause,  that  fatal  gaze  he  took, 
Halh  doomed—"  * 

his  discomfiture.  The  infuriate  car  strikes  a 
stump,  and  the  unlucky  youth  shoots  off  at  a  tan- 
gent, as  if  he  were  discharged  from  a  mortar. 
The  whole  operation  was  completed  with   such 
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,  that  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  what 
was  going  forward,  was  on  finding  myself  two  or 
three  yards  from  the  shattered  waggon,  with  a 
tall  Indian  in  a  wolf-skin  cap  standing  over  me. 
My  two  fellow- passengers  were  dislodged  from 
their  seals  with  the  same  want  of  ceremony  ;  hut 
though  the  disjecta  membra  of  our  company  were 
tbna  prodigally  scattered  about,  none  of  us  pro- 
videntially received  injury.  Poor  Victor  was 
terribly  crest-fallen ;  and  had  he  not  ucpadced 
fats  soul  by  calling  upon  all  the  saints  in  the  calen- 
dar, in  a  manner  more  familiar  than  respectful,  I 
verily  believe  that  his  tight  little  person  would 
have  exploded  like  a  torpedo.  A  very  respect- 
able-looliing  Indian  female>  the  wife,  probably, 
of  the  French  gentleman  who  owned  the  post, 
came  out,  and  civilly  furnished  us  with  basins 
aod  towels  to  clean  our  hands  and  faces,  which 
were  sorely  bespattered  with  mud ;  while  the  grey 
M  Indian  before-mentioned  assisted  in  collecting 
our  scattered  baggage. 

The  spot  where  our  disaster  occurred  was  a 
■etjuestered,  wild-looking  place.  The  trading 
establishment  consisted  of  six  or  eight  log-cabins, 
of  a  most  primitive  construction,  all  of  them  grey 
with  age,  and  so  grouped  on  the  bank  of  the  river 

I  to  present  an  appearance    quite   picturesque. 
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There  was  not  much  time,  however,  to  be  spent 
in  observing  its  beauties.  The  sun  was  low,  and 
we  had  twenty-five  miles  yet  to  travel  that  night 
before  reaching  the  only  shanty  on  the  lake-ahcMPe* 
My  companions  were  compelled  to  mount  two  of 
the  stage-horses,  while  I  once  more  put  the  saddle 
on  mine  ;  and  leaving  our  trunks  to  follow  a  week 
hence,  we  slung  our  saddle-bags  across  the  crup- 
pers, and  pushed  directly  ahead. 

A  few  miles'  easy  riding  through  the  woods 
brought  us  to  a  dangerous  morass,  where  we  wen 
compelled  to  dismount  and  drive  our  horses  mcrom§ 
one  of  the  party  going  in  advance  to  catch  then 
on  the  other  side.  A  mile  or  two  of  pine  barrens 
now  lay  between  us  and  the  shore,  and  winding 
rapidly  among  the  short  hills  covered  with  this 
stinted  growth,  we  came  suddenly  upon  a  mound 
of  white  sand  at  least  fifty  feet  high.  Another  of 
these  desolate-looking  eminences,  still  higher,  lay 
beyond.  We  topped  it ;  and  there,  far  away 
before  us,  lay  the  broad  bosom  of  Lake  Michigan, 
—  the  red  disk  of  the  sun  just  sinking  beneath  it, 
and  the  freshening  night-breeze  beginning  to  curl 
its  limpid  waters  on  the  shore ;  and  now,  havii^ 
gained  their  verge,  whichever  way  we  turned, 
there  was  nothing  discernible  but  the  blackening 
lake  on  one  side  and  these  conical  hills  of  ahifting 
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,  white  Bar.<l  on  the  other.  Some  of  them,  as  the 
I  n^l  advanced,  and  objects  were  oaly  discernible 
ft^lhe  bright  stsriight,  assumed  a  most  fantastic 
r  l^pcaraDce,  and  made  me  regret  that  I  could  not 
»iai  the  "  Sleeping  Bear,""  and  other  singularly- 
furmed  mounds,  which,  many  miles  farther  to  the 
Dorlh,  swell  from  two  [o  three  hundred  feet  above 
iKelerel  of  the  lake.  The  deep  sand,  into  which 
oor  horses  sunk  to  the  fellocks,  was  at  first  most 
wnriume  to  the  poor  beasts  ;  and  having  twenty 
milw  yet  to  travel  entirely  on  the  lake-^hore,  we 
'ere  compelled,  in  spite  of  the  danger  of  quick- 
undi,  to  move  as  near  the  water  as  possible. 
But  [hough  the  day  had  been  mild,  the  night 
npidly  became  so  culd  that,  before  we  had  pro- 
wded  thus  many  miles,  the  beach  twenty  yards 
tnm  the  surf  was  nearly  as  hard  as  stone,  and 
(he  finest  Macadamized  road  in  the  world  could 
■hH  compare  with  the  one  over  which  we  now 
gtlloped.  i<or  did  we  want  lamps  to  guide  us 
on  om-  way.  Above,  the  stars  stood  out  like 
pwils  of  light ;  while  the  resplendent  fires  of  the 
Aurora  Borealis,  shooting  along  the  heavens  on 
'Uf  right,  were  mocked  by  the  livid  glare  of  the 
tttilukee  marshes,  burning  behind  the  sand-hills 
<v  our  left.  The  lake  alone  looked  dark  and 
I  lon'ettog  1  though  even  its  gathering  waves  would 
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smile  when  touched  with  light  as  they  broke  upon 
the  shore.  The  intense  cold  seemed  to  iovigoratf 
our  horses;  and  dashing  the  fire  froni  the  occa- 
sional pebhles,  they  clattered  along  the  frocen 
beach  at  a  rate  that  brought  us  rapidly  to  cur 
destination  for  the  night. 

It  was  a  rude  cabin,  built  of  stems  of  ibt 
scrub  pine,  standing  behind  a  sandy  swell  about 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  shore.  Mr  fingrrt 
were  numb  with  cold  ;  and  seeing  a  rough -iooking 
fellow  moving  from  the  door  towards  the  horw 
of  my  companions,  I  requested  him  lo  take  mtw 
also;  but,  upon  his  politely  rejoining' lltat  "Ik 
was  nobody's  servant  but  his  owot''  I  coubt 
only  wish  him  "  a  more  civil  master,"  aad  pn>- 
cecded  to  take  care  of  the  animal  myself.  A  bnkt 
of  stunted  evergreens  near-by  supjdied  the  plaor 
of  a  stable;  and  passing  a  wisp  of  dry  gnu 
over  the  reeking  limbs  of  my  four-footed  friai^' 
1  fluug  my  cloak  over  his  back  and  tethered  bin 
for  the  night.  The  keeper  of  the  rustic  hnstclnr 
came  up  just  as  I  had  got  through  with  this  D^ 
cessary  task,  and  explaining  lo  me  that  the  in- 
solent lounger  was  a  discharged  mail-carrier,  rv- 
tuiTied  with  me  to  the  house  for  a  nieacure  of 
corn ;  while  I,  guided  by  the  light  BiciuuiMt 
JMvough  the  crevices  of  his  frail  dwelling,  f^l^^^M 
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my  companions,  nestled  with  two  other  half-froztin 
travellers    around    the  grateful   fire  within.     The 
Strangers  were  botii  western  men  ;  one,  I  believe, 
a  farmer,  fur  some  lime  settled  in  Illinois,  and  the 
other  an  Indian  trader  of  long  standing  in  Chicafp}. 
Warlike  incidents  in  border  story,  and  the  pacific 
dnlinga  between  the  whites  and  Indians,  farmed 
ihe  chief  subjects  of  conversation,  which  soon  be- 
Mme  general,  and  was  prolonged  to  a  late  hour; 
finally  the  late  treaty  held  at  Chicago — at  which,  as 
Tou  have  probably  seen  in  the  newspapers,  several 
thousand   Indians  were  present  —  was  discussed, 
uid  the  anecdotes  that  were  told  of  meanness,  ra- 
pacity, and  highway  robbery  (in  cheating,  steal- 
ing, and  forcibly  taking  away)  from  the  Indians, 
«usperated  me  so  that  I  expressed  my  indignation 
uid  disgust  in  unmeasured  terms.     The  worthy 
tnder,  who  was  a  middleaged  man,  of  afiablc, 
i|iu«t  good  manners,  seemed    to  sympathize  with 
ne  throughout ;  but  the  whole  current  of  my  feel- 
ings was  totally  changed,  wlien,  upon  my  observ* 
ing  shortly  afterward  to  another  gentleman,  that 
"1  should  have  liked  to  have  been  at  Chicago  a 
jear  ago,"  my  warm  coadjutor  ejaculated  from 
under  the  bed-clothes,  where  he  had  in  the  mean 
time  bestowed  himself,  '^  Ah,  sir,  if  you  had,  the 
way  in  which  you'd  have  hooked  an  Indian  blanket 
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by  this  time  would  be  curious.**  The  duvalri^ 
knight  of  La  Mancha  himself  could  not  haye  sus- 
tained heroics  under  such  a  home-thrust,  but  most 
have  burst  into  the  hearty  laugh  in  which  I  was 
joined  by  all  present  The  hour  of  sleep  for  $11 
at  last  arrived,  and  a  couple  of  wooden  buDks» 
swung  from  the  roof,  falling  to  the  lot  of  those 
who  had  come  in  first,  I  wrapped  myself  in  a  but 
falo-skin,  and  placing  my  saddle  under  ray  hetd 
for  a  pillow,  soon  ^*  slept  like  a  king  ;^  a  tem 
which,  if 
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be  true  doctrine,  is,  probably,  quasi  lucus^  &c. 

Our  transient  acquaintances  parted  from  us  in  a 
most  friendly  manner  in  the  morning ;  and  afttr 
waiting  in  vain  till  near  noon,  to  see  if  by  any 
chance  little  Victor  might  not  be  able  to  forward 
our  trunks  to  this  point,  we  mounted  once  more, 
and  pushed  ahead  with  all  speed,  to  accomplikb 
the  remaining  twenty  or  thirty  miles  between  tht 
shanty  and  Chicago.  Our  route  was  still  along 
the  shore ;  and  after  passing  round  the  end  of  the 
lake  and  taking  a  northwardly  direction,  the  way 
in  which  the  icy  blast  would  come  down  the  bleak 
shore  of  the  lake  ^*  was  a  caution.^  We  galloped 
at  full  speed,  every  man  choosing  his  own  routs 
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alung  the  beach,  our  horses'  hoofs  ringiag  the  while 
u  if  it  were  a  pavement  of  flint  beneath  tliem, 
The  rough  ice  piled  up  on  the  coast  prevented  Ub 
fmn  wateritig  our  beasts ;  and  we  did  not  draw  a 
win  till  the  rushing  current  of  the  Calamine,  which 
ilchouches  into  Lake  Michigan  some  ten  miles 
from  Chicago,  stayed  our  courxe.  A  cabin  on  tlie 
bank  gave  us  a  moment's  opportunity  to  warm, 
Mid  then,  being  ferried  over  the  winlry  stream,  we 
Kined  with  fresh  vigour,  and  crossing  about  a 
mile  of  prairie  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chicago. 
PMched  here  in  time  for  an  early  dinner.  Our 
borses  Ihis  morning  seem  none  the  worse  for  this 
funous  riding ;  their  escape  from  ill  consequences 
bung  readily  attributable  to  the  excellence  of  the 
rood,  and  the  extreme  coldness  of  the  weather 
"liile  travelling  it.  For  my  own  part,  I  never 
Ml  better  than  after  this  violent  burst  of  exercise. 
We  had  not  been  here  an  hour  before  an  invi- 
Utioo  to  a  public  ball  was  courteously  sent  [o  us 
^J  the  managers;  and  though  my  soiled  and 
invel-worn  riding-dress  was  not  exactly  the  thing 
to  prcaent  one's  self  in  before  ladies  of  an  evening, 
JH,  in  my  earnestness  to  see  life  on  the  frontier, 
I  easily  allowed  all  objections  to  be  overruled  by 
iiy  companions,  and  we  accordingly  drove  to  the 
Hume  in  which  the  ball   wa5  given.      It   was  a 


284  A   BALL. 

frame-building,  one  of  the  few  as  yet  to  be  found 
in  Chicago;  which,  although  one  of  the  moft 
ancient  French  trading-posts  on  the  Lakes,  can 
only  date  its  growth  as  a  village  since  the  Indian 
war,  eighteen  months  since.*  When  I  add  that 
the  population  has  quintupled  last  summer,  and 
that  but  few  mechanics  have  come  in  with  the 
prodigious  increase  of  residents,  you  can  readily 
imagine  that  the  influx  of  strangers  far  exceeds 
the  means  of  accommodation ;  while  scarcely  a 
house  in  the  place,  however  comfortable-looking 
outside,  contains  more  than  two  or  three  finished 
rooms.  In  the  present  instance,  we  were  ushered 
into  a  tolerably-sized  dancing-room,  occupying 
the  second  story  of  the  house,  and  having  its  un- 
finished walls  so  ingeniously  covered  with  pine- 
branches  and  flags  borrowed  from  the  garriioD, 
that,  with  the  white-washed  ceiling  above,  it  pre- 
sented a  very  complete  and  quite  pretty  appear- 
ance. It  was  not  So  warm,  however,  that  the 
fires  of  cheerful  hickory,  which  roared  at  either 
end,  could  have  been  readily  dispensed  with.  An 
orchestra  of  unplaned  boards  was  raised  against 
the  wall  in  the  centre  of  the  room ;  the  band  con- 
sisting of  a  dandy  negro  with  his  violin,  a  fine 
military-looking  bass  drummer  from  the  fort,  and 

*  See  note  K. 
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( roluntecT  citizen,  who  alternately  played  an  ac- 
companiment upon  theflute  and  triangle.  Blackee, 
'ho  flourished  about  with  a  great  many  air$  and 
graces,  was  decidedly  tlie  king  of  the  company ; 
4iui  i(  was  amusing,  while  hiB  head  followed  the 
direction  of  his  fiddie-bow  with  pertinacious  fide- 
lity. Id  »ee  the  Captain  Manual-like  precision  with 
■hicfa  the  soldier  dressed  to  the  front  on  one  side, 
and  the  nonchalant  air  of  importance  which  the 
cit  attempted  to  preserve  on  the  other. 

As  for  the  company,  it  was  such  a  complete 
medley  of  all  ranks,  ages,  professions,  trades,  and 
occupations,  brought  together  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  and  now  for  the  first  lime  brought  to- 
gether, that  it  was  amazing  to  witness  the  decorum 
with  which  they  commingled  on  this  festive  oc- 
tuion.  The  managers  (among  whom  were  some 
ifioers  of  the  garrison)  must  certainly  be  aufait 
•1  dressiag  a  lobster  and  mixing  regent's  punch, 
!a  order  to  have  produced  a  harmonious  com- 
poand  from  such  a  collection  of  contrarieties. 
The  gayest  figure  that  was  ever  called  by  qua- 
drille-playing Benoit  never  afforded  me  half  the 
tmusement  that  did  these  Chicago  cotillons. 
Here  you  might  see  a  veteran  officer  in  full  uni- 
fonn  balancing  to  a  tradesman's  daughter  still 
■  her  short  frock  and  trowsers,  while  there  the 
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golden  aiguillette  of  a  handsome  surgeon  flapfiei 
in  unison  with  the  glass  beads  upon  a  scrawmy 
neck  of  fifty.  In  one  quarter,  the  high-plaoed 
buttons  of  a  linsey-woolsey  coat  would  be  doi  a  dm 
to  the  elegantly  turned  shoulders  of  a  delicate 
looking  southern  girl ;  and  in  another,  a  pair  of 
Cinderella-like  slippers  would  chassez  cross  with  a 
brace  of  thick-soled  broghans,  in  making  which, 
one  of  the  lost  feet  of  the  Colossus  of  Rhodes  mmj 
have  served  for  a  last.  Those  raven  locks,  dresMd 
a  la  Madonney  over  eyes  of  jet,  and  touchiog  a 
cheek  where  blood  of  a  deeper  hue  mingles  with 
the  less  glowing  current  from  European  veins,  td 
of  a  lineage  drawn  from  the  original  owners  of 
the  soil ;  while  these  golden  tresses,  floating  away 
from  eyes  of  heaven^s  own  colour  over  a  neck  of 
alabaster,  recall  the  Gothic  ancestry  of  some  of 
*^  England's  born."  How  piquantly  do  these  tria 
and  beaded  leggins  peep  from  under  that  simpb 
dress  of  black,  as  its  tall  nut-brown  wearer  moves, 
as  if  unconsciously,  through  the  graceful  mazes  of 
the  dunce.  How  divertingly  do  those  inflated 
gigots,  rising  like  windsails  from  that  little  Dutdi- 
built  hull,  jar  against  those  tall  plumes  wbidl 
impend  over  them  like  a  commodore's  pennant  oo 
the  same  vessel. 

But  what  boots  all  these  incongruities,  when  a 
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^rit  nf  festive  good-humour  animstes  every  one 
present ,'  "  It  takes  all  kintls  of  people  to  make  a 
•orld,"  (as  I  hear  it  judiciously  observed  this  side 
the  mountains;)  and  why  should  not  r11  these 
kinds  of  people  be  represented  as  well  in  a  ball- 
rootn  as  in  a  legislature?  At  all  events,  if  I 
wished  to  give  an  intelligent  foreigner  a  favourable 
"pinion  of  the  manners  and  deportment  of  my  coun- 
trj'men  io  the  aggregate,  I  should  not  wish  a  belter 
opportunity,  after  explaining  to  him  the  materials 
of  which  it  was  composed,  and  the  mode  in  which 
they  were  brought  together  from  every  section  of 
the  Union,  than  was  afforded  by  this  very  ball. 
"This  is  a  seetie  of  enchantment  to  me,  sir,"  ob- 
wrved  an  officer  to  me,  recently  exchanged  to  this 
iwst,  and  formerly  stationed  here.  "  There  were 
but  a  few  traders  around  the  fort  when  1  last 
'itiled  Chicago ;  and  now  I  can't  contrive  where 
the  devil  all  these  well-dressed  people  have  come 
from  I"  I  referred  him  to  an  old  resident  of  three 
■DODths  standing,  to  whom  I  had  just  been  intro- 
ium\,  but  he  could  throw  no  light  upon  the 
lubject;  and  we  left  the  matter  of  peopling  Chi- 
Mgo  in  the  same  place  where  philosophers  have 
put  the  question  of  the  original  peopling  of  the 
wntinent,  I  made  several  new  acquaintances  at 
'hii  ntw-year's  ball,   and  particularly  with  the 
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officers  of  the  garrison,   from  whose  society  I 
promise  myself  much  pleasure  during  my  stay. 

The  geographical  position  of  Chiaq^  is  ip 
important,  that  I  must  give  you  a  more  minate 
description  of  the  place  in  my  next.  Would  diit 
in  folding  this  I  could  endose  you  half  the  wsm 
wishes  for  your  welfare  which  the  season  awakcof 
in  my  bosom ! 


INTENSE    COLD. 
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Chicago,  lIllDOis,  Jan.  10, 1834. 
i  MAVB  been  here  more  than  teD  days,  without 
ing  the  promise  given  in  my  last.  It  has 
so  cold,  indeed,  as  almost  to  render  writing 
iclicable  in  a  place  so  comfortless.  The 
s  were  built  with  such  rapidity,  during  the 
ner,  as  to  be  mere  shells ;  and  tlie  thermo- 
r  having  ranged  as  low  as  28  below  zero 
triog  several  days,  it  has  been  almost  impossible, 
Ktrillistaadiiig  the  large.fires  kept  up  by  an  at- 
Kive  landlord,  to  prevent  the  ink  from  freezing 
lie  using  it,  and  one''s  fingers  become  so  numb 
Itvery  few  moments  when  thus  exercised,  that, 
'  vainly  trying  to  write  in  gloves,  I  have 
•town  by  my  pen,  and  joined  the  group,  com- 
d  of  all  the  household,  around  the  bar-room 
This  room,  which  is  an  old  log-cabin  aside 
'the  main  house,  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable 
•cesin  town,  and  is,  of  course,  much  frequented; 
laness  being,  so  far  as  one  can  judge  from  the 
"ocourse  that  throng  it,   nearly  at  a  stand-still. 
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Strend  persoos  ha*e  been  severely  frost-lntlni  Id 
psssiag  from  floor  to  doiv :  sttd  not  to  nmtim 
the  quantity  of  poultry  and  pigs  that  have  ben 
frozen,  an  ox,  I  am  (old,  has  perished  from  aM 
io  (be  8trEe(s  at  noonday.  An  occasional  Indian,* 
wrapped  in  his  blanket,  and  dodging  abou(  fran 
store  to  store  after  ft  dram  of  whiskey  ;  or  a  mat 
Bed-up  Frenchman,  driving  furiously  in  hh  carUf 
on  the  rirer,  are  almost  (he  only  human  bring! 
abroad  ;  while  the  wolves,  driven  in  by  the  deep 
snotvs  which  preceded  this  severe  weather,  troop 
through  the  town  after  nightfall,  and  may  bt 
heard  howling  continually  in  the  midst  of  it. 

The  situation  of  Chicago,  on  the  edge  of  thr 
Grand  Prairie,  with  the  whole  expanse  of  Lib 
Michigan  before  it,  gives  the  freezing  winds  tnm 
the  Rocky  Ikfountains  prodigious  effect,  and  reft- 
ders  a  degree  of  temperature,  which  in  sbdtcnd 
situations  is  but  little  felt,  almost  painful 

"  The  bleak  winds 
Do  nreljr  ruffle  ;  fur  many  a  mile  kbout, 
There't  scarce  a  bu&h." 


The  town   liea  upon  n   dead   level, 
banks  of  a  narrow  forked  river,  and  is  epreadA 
a  wide  extent  of  surface  to  the  shores  of  thclj 


RAPID   RISK  OP  CHrCAGO. 


34-1 


while  vessels  of  caneiderable  ilraught  of  water 
Oka,  b}-  means  of  tbe  river,  unload  in  the  centre 
nf  the  place.  I  believe  I  have  already  mentioned 
that  four-fiftlis  of  the  population  have  come  in 
nnce  lut  spring;  the  erection  of  new  buildings 
iluring  the  Bummer  has  been  in  the  same  pro- 
portion ;  and  although  a  place  of  such  mushroom 
nmwth  can,  of  course,  boast  of  but  little  solid  ini- 
jirHvprnent  in  the  way  of  building,  yet  contracts 
iuve  been  made  for  the  ensuing  season  which  must 
H»n  give  Chicago  much  of  that  metropolitan  ap- 
pearance it  is  destined  so  promptly  to  assume. 
As  a  place  of  business,  its  situation  at  tlie  central 
>>ead  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  will  make  it  the 
New-Orleans  of  the  north  ;  and  its  easy  and  close 
intercourse  with  the  most  flourishing  eastern  cities 
•  ill  give  it  the  advantage,  as  its  capital  increases, 
nf  41  their  improvements  in  the  mode  of  living. 

There  is  one  improvement  lo  be  made,  however, 
in  this  section  of  the  country,  which  will  greatly 
influence  the  permanent  value  of  property  in  Chi- 
'^;,'u.  1  allude  to  a  canal  frum  the  head  of  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  head  of  the  eteam  navigation  on 
il<r  Illinois,  the  route  of  which  has  been  long  since 
•Uffeycd.  The  distance  to  be  overcome  is  some- 
>hii^  like  ninety  miles;  and  when  you  remember 
tint  the   liead-waters  of  the  Illinois  rise  within 
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eleven  mi)e$  of  Cliicago  River,*  and  tbat  a  levrl 
plain  of  Dot  more  than  eight  feet  elevation  aborc 
the  latter  is  the  only  intervening  obstacle,  you  cip 
conceive  how  easy  it  would  be  lo  drain  I^ 
Michigan  into  the  Alississippi  by  (his  route;  boiu 
of  eighteen  tons  having  actually  passed  over  tbt 
intervening  prairie  at  high  water-  Lake  Mi- 
chigan, which  is  several  feet  above  Lake  Elib 
would  afford  such  a  never-failing  body  of  wain, 
that  it  would  keep  steam-boats  afloat  on  lit 
ronte  in  the  driest  season.  St.  Louie  would  tJicD 
be  brought  coinparatively  near  to  Ncw-Yorii: 
while  two-thiids  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  would 
be  supplied  by  this  route  immediately  from  ik 
markets  of  the  latt«.  This  canal  is  the  only  r^ 
maining  link  wanting  to  complete  the  most  ilfi- 
pendous  chain  of  inland  communication  in  lb* 
world.  I  had  a  lung  conversation  this  monuDfl 
on  the  subjtx-t  with  Major  H.,  the  Umtrd  Siatw' 
engineer,  who  is  engaged  in  s u peri n I  coding  (Iw 
eonstraction  of  a  pier  at  this  place.  H«  w» 
polite  enough  to  sketch  the  main  features  of  ik 
route  with  his  pencil,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  mtkt 
its  fi-asiliility  very  apparent.  The  canal  wouU 
pass  for  the  whole  distance  through  a  piiint 
country,  where  every  production  of  the  fidd  tM 
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the  garden  can  be  raised  with  scarcely  any  toil, 
»nd  where  the  most  prolific  soil  in  the  world  re- 
quires no  other  preparation  for  planting  than 
psasing  the  plough  over  its  bosom.  The  most 
effectual  mode  of  making  ibis  canal  would  be  to 
!(ite  the  lands  along  its  banks  to  an  incorporated 
company,  who  should  construct  the  work  within  a 
wilain  time.  The  matter  is  now  merely  agitated 
Bi  elections  as  a  political  handle. 


Januiiry  13. 

I  had  got  thus  far  in  a  letter  to  you,  when 

iereral  olIict^rB  of  the  garrison,   to  whom  I  am 

iniiebled  for  much  hospitable  attention  and  many 

agreeable  hours,  stopped  opposite  the  door  with  a 

train  of  carioles,  in  one  of  which  I  was  offered  a 

Kit  to  witness  a  pacing-match  on  the  ice.     There 

■ere  several  ladies  with  gentlemen  in  attendance 

already   on  the  river,  all  muffled   up,  after  the 

^Bkoadian  fashion,  in  fur  rabes,  whose  gay  trim- 

^HlDgs  presented  a  rich  as  well  as  most  comfortable 

^Tppearance.     The  horses   from  which    the    most 

([x>rt   was   expected,  were  a  block  pony  bred  in 

the  country,  and  a  tall  roan  nag  from  the  lower 

Mississippi.     They  paced  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  In 

nmetbing  less  than  three  minutes.     I  rode  behind 

e  winning  horse  one  heat,  and  the  velocity  with 

u2 
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which  he  made  our  cariole  fly  over  the  smooth  ke 
was  almost  startling.  The  southern  horse  won 
the  race ;  but  I  was  told  that,  in  nine  cases  out  of 
ten,  the  nags  from  his  part  of  the  country  oould 
not  stand  against  a  French  pony. 

In  the  middle  of  the  chase,  a  wolf,  probaUj 
roused  by  the  sleigh-bells  from  his  lair  on  the 
river^s  bank,  trotted  along  the  prairie  above, 
within  gun-shot,  calmly  surveying  the  sport.  The 
uninvited  presence  of  this  long-haired  amateur  at 
once  suggested  a  hunt  for  the  morrow  ;  and  ar- 
rangements were  accordingly  made  by  the  several 
gentlemen  present  for  that  most  exciting  of 
sports,  a  wolf-chase  on  horseback. 

It  was  a  fine  bracing  morning,  with  the  sun 
shining  cheerily  through  the  still  cold  atmosphere 
far  over  the  snow-covered  prairie,  when  the  party 
assembled  in  front  of  my  lodgings,  to  the  number 
of  ten  horsemen,  all  well  mounted  and  eager  for 
the  sport.  The  hunt  was  divided  into  two 
squads;  one  of  which  was  to  follow  the  windings 
of  the  river  on  the  ice,  and  the  other  to  make  a 
circuit  on  the  prairie.  A  pack  of  dogs,  consisting 
of  a  greyhound  or  two  for  running  the  game,  with 
several  of  a  heavier  and  fiercer  breed  for  pulling 
it  down,  accompanied  each  party.  I  was  attached 
to  that  which  took  the  river ;  and  it  was  a  beau* 
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iir  friends  trotted  off  in  tlie  prairie, 

ft  rent -coloured  capotes  and  gaily 

(quipped  horses  contrasted  with  the  bright  carpet 

of  epolless  white  over  which  they  rode;   while  the 

^iitund  of  their  voices  was  soon  lost  to  our  ears, 

llire  descended   to  the  channel  of  the  river,  and 

their  lessening  figures  were  hid  from  our  %-iew  by 

the  low  brush  which  in  some  places  skirted   its 

I      bmlis.     The  brisk  trot  into  which  we  now  broke, 

LtfMght  us  rapidly  to  the  place  of  meeting,  where, 

Btothe  disappointment  of  each  party,  it  was  found 

p  Utit   neither    had    started    any   game.      We    now 

tpread  ourselves  into  a  broad  line,  about  gun-shot 

»part  from  each  other,  and  Wgan  thus  advancing 

inio  the  prairie.     We  bad  not  swept  it  thus  more 

Uiui  a  mile,  when   a  shout  on  the  extreme  left, 

|i  ^th  the  accelerated  pace  of  the  furthermost  riders 

pihat  direction,  told  that  they  had  roused  a  wolf. 

^The  devil  take  the  hindermost,"  was  now  the 

of  the  company,  and  each  one  spurred  for 

Ktpot  with  all  eagerness.     Unhappily,  however, 

uland  along  the  bank  of  the  river,  on  the  right, 

«  ao  broken  by  ravines  choked  up  with  snow, 

fat  it  was  impossible  for  us,  who  were  half  a 

■ftilefrom  the  game  when  started,  to  come  up  at 

(1  with  the  two  or  three  horsemen  who  led  the 

PfQMuit.    Our  horses  sunk  to  their  cruppers  in  the 
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deep  anow-drift.  Some  were  repeatedly  t 
and  one  or  two  breaking  their  aaddle-^rlhs, 
the  desperate  struggles  their  horses  made  in  tbe 
aiioW'banks,  were  compelled  to  abandon  the  cha* 
entirely.  My  stout  roan  carried  me  brttrfj 
through  all ;  but  when  I  emerged  from  ibe  l«l 
ravine  on  the  open  plain,  the  horsemen  who  led 
the  chase,  from  some  inequality  in  the  surface  of 
the  prairie,  were  not  risible ;  while  a  fleet  ridef. 
whose  tall  figure  and  Indian  bead-dresa  had  lu- 
tberto  guided  me,  had  been  just  unhorsed,  and. 
abandoning  the  game  afoot,  was  now  wheriing 
off  apparently  with  some  other  object  in  view- 
Following  on  the  same  course,  we  soon  encoun- 
tered a  couple  of  officers  in  a  train,  who  w««  juit 
coming  from  a  mission  of  charity  in  visiting  the 
half-starved  orphans  of  a  poor  woman  who  wn 
frozen  to  death  on  the  prairie  a  day  or  two  sincfr- 
the  wolves  having  a.lready  picked  her  bone*  beforr 
her  fate  became  knowft.  One  by  one  the  whole 
squad  to  which  I  belonged  collected  around  to 
make  inquiries  about  the  poor  children  ;  and  tbdi, 
as  our  horses  generally  were  yet  in  gtK>d  condi- 
tion, we  scattered  once  more  over  the  prairi^ 
the  hope  of  rousing  more  game. 

Not  ten  minutes  elapsed  before  a  wolf,  1 
from  the  dead  weeds  which,  shooting  e 
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feel  above  the  level  of  the  snow,  indicated  the 
banks  of  a  deep  ravine,  dashed  olTJnto  the  prairie, 
pursued  by  a  horseman  on  the  right.  He  made 
instantly  for  the  deep  banks  of  the  river,  one  of 
"hose  windings  was  within  a  few  hundred  yards. 
He  had  a  bold  rider  behind  him,  however,  in  the 
gKillemaD  who  led  the  chase  (a  young  educated 
lulf-blood,  well  connected  at  Chicago),  The  pre- 
cipitous bank  of  the  stream  did  not  retard  this 
tiUDter  for  a  moment ;  but,  dashing  down  to  the  bed 
of  the  river,  he  was  hard  upon  the  wolf  before  he 
fiould  ascend  the  elevation  on  the  opposite  side. 
Our  whole  squad  reached  the  open  prairie  beyond 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  chase.  Nothing  could 
K  more  Ifeautiful.  There  was  not  an  obstacle  to 
us  in   the  open  plain;  and  all  our  dogs 

■ki»iQg  followed  the  other  division  of  our  com- 
pany, nothing  remained  but  to  drive  the  wolf 
to  death  on  horseback.  Away,  then,  we  went, 
tliouiing  on  his  track ;  the  hotly-pursued  beast 
gaining  on  us  whenever  the  crust  of  a  deep  snow. 
^ft  gave  him  an  advantage  over  the  horse,  and 
•e  iu  our  turn  nearly  riding  over  him  when  we 
Ome  to  ground  comparatively  bare.  The  saga. 
cioui  animal  becune  at  last  aware  that  his  courue 
•ouU  soon  be  op  at  this  rale,  and  turning  rapidly 

I  uHu  tracks  as  we  were  scattered  over  the  prairie, 


S48  ESCAPE   OF   THE   WOLF. 

he  passed  through  our  line,  and  made  at  oooe  again 
for  the  river.  He  was  cut  off  and  turned  in  a 
moment  by  a  horseman  on  the  left,  who  happened 
to  be  a  little  behind  the  rest ;  and  now  came  the 
keenest  part  of  the  sport.  The  wolf  would  double 
every  moment  upon  his  tracks,  while  each  hone- 
man  in  succession  would  make  a  dash  at  and  tun 
him  in  a  different  direction.  Twice  I  was  near 
enough  to  strike  him  with  a  horsewhip,  and  once 
he  was  under  my  horse's  feet ;  while  so  furioualj 
did  each  rider  push  at  him,  that  as  we  brushed  bj 
each  other  and  confronted  horse  to  horse,  while 
riding  from  different  quarters  at  full  speed,  it  t^ 
quired  one  somewhat  used  ^^  to  turn  and  wind 
a  fiery  Pegasus^  to  maintain  his  seat  at  all.  The 
rascal,  who  would  now  and  then  look  over  his 
shoulder  and  gnash  his  teeth,  seemed  at  last  as  if 
he  was  about  to  succumb;  when,  after  runnings 
few  hundred  yards  in  an  oblique  direction  from 
the  river,  he  suddenly  veered  his  course,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  every  one  thought  his  strength  was 
spent,  and  gaining  the  bank  before  he  could  be 
turned,  he  disappeared  in  an  instant.  The  rider 
nearest  to  his  heels  became  entangled  in  the  low 
boughs  of  a  tree  which  grew  near  the  spot ;  while 
I,  who  followed  next,  was  thrown  out  sufficiently 
to  give  the  wolf  time  to  get  out  of  view  by  my 
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Iwse  bolting  as  he  reached  the  sudden  edge  of  the 
ritw.  The  rest  of  the  hunt  were  conseijuently  at 
f»ult  when  they  came  up  to  us;  and  after  trying 
inrsin  to  track  our  lost  quarry  over  the  smooth 
ice  for  half  an  hour,  we  were  most  vexatiously 
nroiielled  to  abandon  the  pursuit  as  fruitless,  and 
pwceed  to  join  the  other  squad  of  our  party,  who 
wuld  now  be  seen  at  some  distance,  apparently 
nuling  for  the  same  point  to  which  our  route  was 
fading.  A  thicket  on  the  bank  soon  hid  them 
from  our  view;  and  we  then  moved  more  leisurely 
ilong  in  order  to  breathe  our  horses.  But  sud- 
fieniy  the  distant  cry  of  hounds  gave  intimation 
ihat  new  game  was  a-foot ;  and,  on  topping  a 
Jight  elevation,  we  discerned  a  party  of  horsemen 
fir  away,  with  three  wolves  running  apparently 
Aoui  a  pistol-^hot  a-head  of  them.  Our  sfjuad 
*u  dispersed  in  an  instant.  Some  struck  off  at 
fluce  in  the  prairie,  in  a  direct  line  for  their  object, 
wdwere  soon  brought  to  in  llie  deep  snow-banks; 
olhers,  taking  a  more  circuitous  course,  proceeded 
to  double  the  ravines  that  were  tilled  with  the 
Ifatherous  drift ;  and  some,  more  fortunate,  took 
•"ihe  frozen  river,  where  the  clatter  of  their  hoof* 
"ti  the  hard  ice  seemed  to  inspirit  their  horses 
*ww.  I  chanced  to  be  one  of  the  latter,  atid  was 
"•weover  the  first  to  catch  sight  again  of  one  of 
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ihe  animals  we  were  pursuing,  and  find  myself 
nearer  to  him  than  any  of  our  party.  The  *df 
was  of  the  large  grey  kind.  But  one  of  the  hunlrts 
had  been  able  to  keep  up  with  him ;  and  him  I 
could  distinguish  far  off  in  the  prairie,  lurnirij! 
and  winding  his  foaming  horse  as  tlie  wolf  wouU 
double  every  moment  upon  his  trackn,  while  liilt- 
BrJozen  dogs,  embarrassed  in  the  deep  snow,  «ri 
slowly  comiog  up.  I  reached  tlie  spot  just  » ibt 
wolf  first  stood  at  bay.  His  bri.-itling  back,  gUriog 
eyes,  and  ferocioualy  distended  jaws,  might  htn 
appalled  the  dogs  for  a  moment :  when  an  imft- 
tuous  greyhound,  who  had  been  for  sotne  tiiw 
pushing  tlirough  th?  snow-drifts  with  unabated  ii»- 
dustry,  having  now  attained  a  comparatively  cku 
spot  of  ground,  leaped  with  such  foree  agstnst  ibr 
flank  of  the  wolf  as  to  upset  him  in  an  instint* 
while  the  greyhound  shot  far  a-head  of  ibc  ifuany- 
He  recovered  himself  instantly,  but  nut  befuta 
fierce  powerful  hound,  whose  thick  neck  and  braad 
muzzle  indicAlcd  a  cross  of  the  bull-dog  blood  oiih 
that  of  a  nobler  strain,  had  struck  him  first  upon 
the  haunch,  and  was  now  trying  to  gmpple  fauK 
by  the  throat.  Down  again  he  went,  rolUng  nrer 
and  over  in  the  deep  snow,  while  the  ctickimg  tl 
hi*  jaws,  as  he  snapped  eagerly  at  each  tnenber 
of  the  pack  thai  by  torjis  beset  hiro,  was  diatjiKtly 
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The  powerful  dog,  already  mentioned, 
Kcured  him  at  last  by  fixijig  his  muzzle  deeply 
into  the  breast  of  the  prostrate  animal.  This, 
toirever,  did  not  prevent  the  wolf  giving  some 
rtarful  nounds  to  the  other  dogs  which  beset  him  ; 
mi,  accordingly,  with  the  permission  of  the  (^entle- 
mm  who  had  led  the  chase,  I  threw  myself  from 
my  horse,  and  gave  the  game  the  eoitp  de  grace 
»ith  a  dirk-knife  which  I  had  about  me.  Two  of 
our  party  soon  after  joined  us,  each  with  a  prairie 
*alf  hanging  to  his  saddle-bow ;  and  the  otliere 
grtdually  collecting,  we  returned  to  Chicago,  con- 
sented at  last  with  the  result  of  our  morning's 
>part. 

It  was  with  no  enviable  feelings,  I  assure  you, 
>bu,  on  making  my  arrangements  an  hour  ago  to 
»in  in  llic  new  line  of  stage-coaches  which  has 
jiisl  been  established  between  this  point  and  St. 
I'juij,  I  found  myself  compelled  to  part  with  the 
friwd  to  whom  1  was  chiefly  indebted  for  my 
'harein  the  glorious  sports  1  have  just  attempted 
to  describe  to  you — the  four-footed  companion  of 
"y  last  six  weeks'  rambles.  I  remember  being  once 
fuck  with  the  remark  of  an  ingenious  writer  in 
llw  Library  of  Useful  Knowledge,  when,  in  dis- 
cnuiDg  the  real  and  the  relative  value  of  horses, 
I  »  obKrves  that  the  eomjnonest   hackney,  if  i: 
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f  respect  wnting  his  ovmer,  is  priceless  l> 

A  favourite  horse,  in  fact,  though  Ut 
atimBtion  may  ooly  depend  upon  the  whim  of  hii 
niMtcr,  is  ooe  of  this  world's  goods  which  cu 
Derer  be  tboroughlj  replaced.  It  is  not,  howem. 
when  the  cbai^  of  such  property  falls  excluiivdt 
to  grooms  and  others  from  one  end  of  the  year  U> 
aootberthat  you  feel  its  \'alue:  the  stall-fed  palfRVi 
which  you  drive  along  a  turnpike  froci  one  hotel 
to  another,  and  ab«uidoo  when  he  falU  «ick  £m 
some  other  means  of  «naveyance,  with  as  little  oon- 
cem  as  you  would  exchange  your  tniuk  for  a  pot- 
maoteau,  or  vice  vtrsa,  has  but  little  hold  on  oh'* 
feelings  in  comparisuu  with  the  hearty  animal  with 
which  you  wander  away,  where  he  meets  with 
no  care  hut  such  as  you  bestow  upon  him;  uxl 
when  you  iu  turn  become  wholly  dependent  upon 
him  tot  overcoming  distances  and  difficulties  br- 
tweeo  places  so  remote  from  each  other,  that  not 
only  jour  comfort,  but  sometimes  your  personal 
safety,  depend  upon  accomplishing  the  inlervaU 
within  certain  periods;  when  you  push  ^bead 
through  falling  sleet,  ford  rivers,  plunge  thnt^ 
snow-banks,  or  cross  morasses,  where  tlic  mMtcd 
grass,  spreading  its  carpet  over  the  shaking  slough, 
embarrasses  and  wearies  the  step  of  your  nagai  km 
quadruped,  while  it  prevents  his  feet  from  stnktng 
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into  the  >  dangerous  quagmire  beneath.  Three 
weeks  of  such  intercourse  between  man  and  brute 
ire  like  three  rainy  days  when  one  is  shut  up 
b  a  country-house  with  strangers :  they  cherish  a 
Mlowsbip  more  cordial  than  years  of  ordinary  in- 
tercourse could  engender.  It  is  no  little  consola- 
tion to  me  that  I  leave  my  Bucephalus  in  excellent 
btods;  nor  does  this  necessary  separation  so  en- 
post  my  sympathies  that  I  have  none  to  spare  for 
other  partings.  Upon  these,  however,  I  shall  not 
dilate  here ;  though  you  must  not  be  surprised  to 
find  me  returning  more  than  once  hereafter  to  cha- 
nictera,  scenes,  and  incidents  at  Chicago,  which  I 
We  hitherto  left  untouched. 


LETTER  XIS 


Banks  of  the  Au  Sablei<fl 
It  was  about  eight  o'clock,  and  a  ha 
morning,  when  a  handsome  Four-horse  st«| 
built  in  New-York,  and  placed  with  a 
raltty  than  judgment  on  a  route  where 
tired,  low-hung,  and  light  waggon  would 
more  appropriate,  drove  up  to  my  qa 
Chicago ;  and,  having  received  my  Iugga| 
ed  the  river  on  the  ice,  and  was  a  fewi 
after  travelling  through  the  deep  snow ' 
Urand  Prairie.  My  fellow-paBsengera: 
respectable  middle-aged  female  and  « 
dressed  young  man  of  amiable  appearand 
handsome  broadcloth  suit,  worn  as  a  t 
dress,  bespoke  the  favoured  beau  of  somi 
B«iUaffa.  ea  ima^bhr  a  thrivtev  ttrna^  at 
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pewiy,  of  about  five-and-twenty,  who  had  come 
down  from  Mackimiw  to  seek  employment,  and 
VIS  now  going  farther  south  for  the  same 
object 

The  air  being  rather  sharp  on  the  prairie,  the 
hdy  took  her  seat  between  the  young  gentleman 
nd  myself,  and  thus  wedged  in  together,  we 
contrived  to  keep  very  comfortable ;  though  our 
Bttr  neighbourhood  did  not  render  us  more  com- 
Bmmcative  than  people  generally  are  after  an 
eaiy  breakfast.  We  merely  exchanged  the  or- 
dmary  common-places  which  custom  exacts  from 
peo{^  thus  thrown  together;  and  then,  unless 
when  a  wolf  passing  near  our  track,  or  a  par- 
ticularly large  pack  of  grouse  rising  before  us, 
caDed  forth  some  exclamation,  but  few  words 
vere  spoken  by  any  of  the  company.  At  length, 
dter  having  counted  six  wolves  within  twice  as 
many  miles,  we  approached  a  grove  of  timber, 
vhere,  while  the  trees  grew  quite  densely  in  the 
centre,  a  few  thin  rows  shot  out  like  a  reef  of 
i^ks  from  the  shadowy  island  far  into  the 
puirie. 

Bere,  on  the  edge  of  a  deep  gully,  through 
vhich  winds  the  River  Au  Plaine,  was  the  log- 
^▼em  at  which  the  first  stage  of  our  day'*s 
jOQmey,   being  twelve   miles,   concluded.      The 
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horses  were  in  a  complete  foam  wit 
lions  in  getting  through  the  deep  snow-drifti 
across  the  prairie,  and  I  easily  persuaded  ihe 
driver  to  abandon  the  comfortable  but  cun)l)ef- 
some  vehicle  which  had  brought  us  so  far,  ami 
hiich  his  smoking  team,  which  had  still  tweln 
miles  to  go,  lo  a  rough  but  strongly-built  »W 
before  the  door.  My  fellow- passengers  approted 
the  arrangement,  and  subsequent  events  prowd 
it  a  very  fortunate  one;  for  so  de«p  was  the  ino* 
on  many  parts  of  tiie  road  axeman]  iravcrwd, 
that  it  would  have  been  impracticable  to  grt  t 
wheel-carriage  forward,  and  it  must  have  beto 
deserted  on  the  prairie.  There  was  much  M 
dn,  however,  about  our  new  equipage,  bcfnrm 
could  get  Started  i  and  while  our  driver  lodced 
after  his  horses,  one  of  the  passengers  had  Id 
ahovel  the  snow  out  of  the  sleigh,  anothrr  U 
drive  a  pin  through  the  tongue  in  order  to  li 
on  the  leaders  ;  and  a  third,  after  filling  I 
torn  with  hoy,  to  adjust  the  baggage,  I 
All  this,  with  the  aid  of  the  stout  Chippewiy'a 
the  active  young  eastern  traveller,  was  soon  c^ 
fected :  and  the  former  taking  his  scat  with  1 
driver  on  a  board  in  front,  while  the  Ulter  d 
half  of  tny  buffalo  rol)es  and  stowed 
upon  the  hay  with  me  in  the  i 
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*dl  accuinmodated,  with  the  cushions  taken  from 
'be  >tBge,  on  a  trunk  placed  in  the  middle;  and 
'ome  heated  stones  being  brought  from  the  house 
>nd  placed  beneath  her  feet  just  as  we  started,  no 
grandmother  could  sit  more  comfortably  in  her 
cushioned  pew  in  old  Trinity. 

A  fast  drive  of  twelve  miles  brought  us  at 
liuon  to  another  island  of  timber,  where  a  little 
piijuant  girl  of  sixteen,  with  sloe-black  eyes  and 
glossy  locks  as  dark  as  nigh  I,  arranged  a  plain 
^\ti  neat  meal  for  us,  and  gave  a  reli^li  to  the  en- 
Mioinment  by  loosing  one  of  the  most  vivacious 
tongues  I  had  heard  wag  in  the  last  three  months. 
Here  we  changed  horses;  and  a  ride  of  sixteen 
nules  more  brought  us  about  nightfall  to  a  place 
aSxd  "  Walker's  Grove,"  where  two  or  three 
lug-huts  were  sheltered  from  the  north  wind 
under  an  island  of  tall  timber,  and  in  one  of 
^Hich  wc  have  established  ourselves  for  the  night. 
A  pile  of  burr-oak,  which  makes  a  capital  iire, 
Simes  up  the  enormous  wooden  cliimney  before 
"'f,  and  a  number  of  stout  yeomen  around  it, 
fiigageJ  in  discussing  the  price  of  horses  on  the 
Wabash,  prevent  me,  while  iiandling  a  matter  of 
sudi  moment,  from  enlarging  more  upon  the  few 
""jecls  of  interest  wliich  have  presented  them- 
*lvei  to-day. 
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Ottawa,  niiDoiSy  Janonj  16^  - 
I  was  hardly  dressed  this  momiDg,  when  af 
only  remaining  fellow-traveller— -the  lady  and  the 
half-blood  having  parted  company  last  eveniiig* 
called  me  to  the  door  to  ^*  see  the  doud  oiprmm 
hens  before  it.^    I  looked  out,  and  there  indccdi 
true  enough^   the  oaks  within  gun-shot  of  tb 
porch   were   so   loaded   with  grouse,    that  thsf 
showed  more  like  a  flock  of  pigeons  than  a  cotif 
of  game  birds.     Having  broken  my  gun,  howeWi  I 
it  was  intolerably  vexatious  to  see  such  capilil 
shots  thrown  away ;  while  these  fine  birds,  in  thos 
districts  where  I  was  prepared  to  bag  them,  wtn 
too  wild  to  approach  within   shooting  distance 
at  all. 

Tiie  sleigh  soon  after  came  to  the  door,  our 
driver  having  diminished  his  team  by  two  honcii 
to  meet  probably  the  reduction  of  passengcn 
already  mentioned ;  and  about  a  hundred  yards 
from  the  house  we  crossed  a  broad  brook,  knovB 
as  the  Au  Sable  River,  and  commenced  aacendiBg 
the  bank  beyond.  But  the  snow  was  deep,  and 
the  heavy  drift  having  had  its  surface  frozen  over 
during  the  preceding  night,  our  single  pair  of 
horses  were  unable  to  drag  through  it  the  clumsj 
sled  behind  them.  They  plunged  in  up  to  tbcir 
chests.     ^^  Go  a-head,    Sam  !    gie    up,   Major  T 
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«liouted  the  driver.  But  Sam  was  thoroughly 
pWled ;  while  the  Major,  in  trying  to  sustain 
his  military  character  by  obeying  orders,  gave 
one  spring,  and,  floundering  over  the  traces, 
ma  buried  in  the  snow  up  to  his  crupper,  and 
pheed,  no/ens  voteiit,  in  full  as  quiescent  a  con- 
dttioQ  as  the  already  settled  Sam.  For  all  of  us 
to  get  out  and  take  hold  of  the  bits  was  the  next 
BMre ;  but  it  wouldn't  do.  Sam,  indeed,  seemed 
a  little  inclined  to  make  a  retrograde  movement, 
by  kicking  out  the  footboard  wiih  his  heels; 
■hile  the  i^ajor,  having  gathered  new  energy  for 
another  charge,  wasted  his  fire  in  lifting  up  his 
linees  as  high  as  his  mouth,  and  in  effect  u  ally 
throwing  hia  fore  hoofs  in  advance  on  the  crusted 
<7M>w :  handling  his  feet  the  white  much  after  the 
nunner  of  the  rampant  unicorn  on  a  calico  stamp, 
*lio,  unmindful  of  the  mottoed  garter  he  treads 
under  his  foot,  so  bravely  paws  the  crown  which 
>W  complaisant  lion  is  pushing  towards  him. 
TTie  driver  at  last  became  convinced  of  the  ne- 
ffwity  of  returning  for  another  pair  of  horses  ; 
ind  a  young  colt  called  Ulackhawk,  with  a  hoary 
'ill  plough-horse  named  Judge,  were,  after  a 
ottle  delay,  procured,  and  placed  in  advance  of 
^Vf  and  the  Major  on  the  top  of  the  bank. 
Poor  Sam  seemed  to  dislike  having  the  Judge's 
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fetlocks  brought  so  immediately  in  contact  vidi 
his  nose,  they  being  nearly  on  a  horizontal  Une; 
and  he  was  accordingly  inclined  to  retreat  upoi 
his  haunches,  beneath  which  the  snow  formed  lo 
easy  a  cushion ;  but  a  single  crack  from  the 
driver's  whip  sent  the  Major  charging  so  vigor- 
ously upon  Blackhawk,  that  the  sable  youag 
chief  gave  a  bound  which  carried  us  through  thfe 
difficulty  in  a  trice,  and  sent  our  vehicle  skimmiiig 
far  over  the  prairie. 

The  grove  in  which  we  had  passed  the  night 
soon  vanished  from  sight,  and  a  boundless  expantt 
of  snow-covered  surface  lay  like  an  ocean  before 
us.  The  arch  of  the  clear  blue  sky  seemed  to 
spring  at  once  from  the  silvered  earth,  which 
shone  under  the  bright  January  sun  with  an 
intensity  almost  painful  to  the  eye.  The  blue 
vault  above,  and  the  white  plain  below,  were  the 
only  objects  that  met  its  glances  as  they  roamed 
for  miles  around ;  yet  no  one  could  complain  of 
sameness  in  the  tints  of  a  picture  so  vast,  a  seme 
so  illimitable.  The  immensity  of  the  prospeet 
seemed  to  exclude  the  idea  of  monotony,  and 
perfect  solitude  was  only  wanting  in  such  a  scene 
to  make  one  feel  its  grandeur.  The  lively  rattle 
of  my  companion,  however,  whose  society,  after 
travelling   so  long   entirely  alone,   I    found  no 
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iligfit  acquisilion,  prevented  me  from  realizing 
il=  full  effect  i  and  when,  after  riding  for  about 
imelve  miles,  an  inland  of  timber  hove  in  sight, 
»liile  the  beautiful  sky  of  the  morning  clouded 
over,  and  the  cold  wind,  which  began  to  set  in 
from  the  west,  indicated  that  the  twelve  miles  we 
fadd  yet  to  travel  before  we  should  reach  the  first 
bouse  across  this  arm  of  the  prairie  would  be 
SDVlhiog  but  agreeable,  —  I  was  contented  to 
"rap  myself  as  closely  as  possible  in  my  buffalo 
robe,  and  join  him  in  a  game  of  prairie  ho.  Lest 
you  might  search  vainly  in  Hoylefor  this  pastime, 
I  must  iofurm  you  that  the  game  consists  merely 
in  betting  upon  the  number  of  wild  animals  seen 
by  cither  party  towards  the  side  of  the  vehicle  on 
which  he  is  riding,  a  wolf  or  deer  counting  ten, 
ind  a  grouse  one.  The  game  is  a  hundred  ;  and 
)'ou  may  judge  of  the  abundance  of  these  animals 
trooj  our  getting  through  several  games  before 
ilinoer, —  my  companion  looing  me  with  eleven 
•oWes.  Some  of  these  fellows  would  stand  look- 
ing at  us  within  half-gunshot,  as  we  rode  by 
them  ;  while  the  grouse  woidd  rise  conlinaally 
fiwm  under  our  very  horses'  feet. 

Before   we   hatl  got    through    the  twenty.fnur 
'nilrs  the  scene  enacted  at  starting  was  to  be  re- 
ed with  improvement ;  for  on  coming  to  the 
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edge  of  a  frozen  gully,  our  two  leaders,  in  thdr 
anxiety  to  avoid  former  diflSculties,  gave  such  a 
spring  that  they  sunk  through  the  ice  to  their 
shoulders  on  the  opposite  side ;  while  the  whed- 
horses,  being  thrown  down,  were  driven  by  the 
runners  of  the  sleigh  against  the  sharp  edges  of 
the  ice  thus  exposed,  and  one  of  them  was  terriUy 
lacerated.  It  was  the  unfortunate  Sam,  whis 
poor  fellow,  not  having  been  watered  since  the 
morning,  lay  quietly  on  his  side  in  the  traoOi 
with  his  fore-legs  up  the  slope,  and  his  hinder 
ones  in  the  pool,  eating  the  snow  thus  brought  in 
contact  with  his  mouth,  apparently  perfectly  u»> 
conscious  of  his  wounds.  Blackhawk  and  the 
Judge,  of  course,  came  to  an  anchor  when  they 
found  such  an  accumulated  weight  dragging  be- 
hind them ;  while  the  spirited  Major  seemed  to 
be  thoroughly  dejected  at  this  second  discom- 
fiture, and  allowed  us  to  turn  him  over  and  put 
him  on  his  feet  with  scarcely  the  interposition  of 
a  struggle.  Not  far  from  the  scene  of  this  c^ 
tastrophe  we  crossed  the  Au  Page,  a  narrow 
stream,  with  smooth  banks,  utterly  divested  of 
shrubbery ;  and  after,  in  the  next  eight  milesi 
encountering  two  or  three  tremendous  snow-bankS| 
where  our  horses  were  frequently  immersed  to 
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'heir  cruppers,  and  whence  nothing  but  tiie  leaders, 
from  their  firm  footing  beyond,  dragging  the 
"htel-horscs  through  the  heavy  drift,  could  have 
cilricated  us,  we  reached  &  beautiful  grove  of 
I'Ims  and  oal(s,  and  stopped  to  change  our  worn- 
out  team. 

Gnteriug  a  log-cabin,  not  at  all  differing  from 
the  usual  dwellings  of  the  frontier  settlers,  I  found 
>  choice  collection  of  books  in  one  corner,  —  a 
volome,  a  fine  old  edition,  of  Algernon  Sidney's 
works  being  the  first  book  I  took  up;  and,  upon 
entering  into  conversation  with-  the  occupants  of 
(he  cabin,  1  found  that  degree  of  general  cultivation 
which,  though  not  unfrequently  met  with  on  the 
frwitier,  still  always  strikes  a  stranger  with  no- 
?elty  ;  and  yet  I  know  no  reason  why  the  fullest 
expanding  of  the  intellect  is  incompatible  with  the 
hindling  of  an  »xe,  or  the  most  luxuriant  deve- 
lopement  of  the  imagination  with  following  the 
plough.  The  farmer,  of  all  operatives,  has,  per- 
hips,  the  most  time  for  improvement ;  and  when 
bedwvUs  in  a  land  where,  wliile  Nature  showers 
htt  choicest  bounties,  man  passes  towards  it  from 
♦'ery  side,  and  contributes  on  his  new  coming  to 
tiic^neral  stock  of  ideas,  keeping,  by  this  lively 
imcTcliange,  those  already  afloat  io  active  eircu- 
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lation,  there  is  everything  in  his  circum^uncalo 
make  him  acute  and  reflective,  and  to  libenliie 
his  aiind,  if  not  to  polish  hia  Dianoers. 

It  would  be  giving  j-ou  n  wrong  itnprcMon, 
however,  did  1  allow  you  to  gather  from  this  tint 
the. oldest  western  settlers  of  this  country  arcbj 
any  means  so  familiar  with  hooks  as  the  emignati 
from  the  east;  for  among  the  laller  thvn:  art 
many  persons  of  altered  circumstances,  who,  liaving 
once  enjoyed  better  opportunities  for  literary  cul- 
ture, carry  the  traces  of  ihelr  old  habits  with  (bm 
into  the  new  scenes  to  which  they  so  mdilj 
adapt  themselves.  Fluency  of  language,  with  u 
ease  and  power  of  cxpresbiun  which  sumMiniet 
swells  to  the  dignity  of  eloquence,  and  ofttti  &■ 
plays  itself  in  terms  of  on'giuahty  at  oncv  humw- 
ous  and  forcible,  constitute  the  coDverMtioMl 
resources  of  the  western  man ;  but  as  his  kpo»- 
ledge  is  gathered  almost  altogether  from  coufff- 
sation,  he  wants  tliut  exact  ac()uaint«ncc  villi 
facts  and  things  which  enriches  tht;  inlrljcctwl 
armoury  of  his  easltTn  brother  iu  a  umtlur  «!»■ 
ation  of  life.  My  opportunities  as  yet  of  fortniii; 
an  opinion  niiglit,  perhaps,  be  questioiked  by  cM 
who  did  not  know  tliat  the  southern  part  of  Mi- 
chigan, and  the  northern  Mrtionx  of  !UiDuis,sR 
Rctlled  by  people  from  aUiioiit  every  state  in  llw 
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Cbuhl     Haviog  now  traversed  ihem  both,  I  may 
TRiture  tbe  above  observation,  at  least  with  you. 

A  dinner  of  grou»  at  thia  place  came  very 
opportunely  after  our  keen  ride  of  twenty-four 
miles  over  the  prairie  without  once  stopping ;  and, 
by  way  of  varying  our  customary  fare  of  bneon 
and  com-brc-ad  along  the  road,  we  purchased  a 
few  brace  of  these  fine  birds  for  a  mere  trifle, 
there  being  at  hand  a  coopful  of  them  just  caught 
klive  upon  the  premises. 

It  was  just  sunset  when,  after  riding  about 
thirteen  miles  over  a  dreary-looking  prairie,  we 
came  suddenly  to  one  of  those  slejjpes  into  which 
these  singular  plains  sometimes  break  so  beauti- 
fully :  and,  looking  down  over  two  broad  plat- 
fonns,  which  successively  projected  their  flat  sur- 
fices  and  angular  edges  below  us,  beheld  the  llli- 
ntris  River  winding  through  the  lowest  meadow, 
ind  receiving  its  tributary,  the  Fox  River,  opp<j- 
"ile  the  little  village  of  Ottawa.  It  seemed  to 
repo«e  upon  a  rich  alluvial  flat,  with  the  rocky 
bluffs  of  the  Illinois  rising  iu  a  regular  line  to  the 
height  of  seventy  or  eighty  feet  immediately  in 
'he  rear;  while  their  rugged  and  varying  outline, 
Ixitli  above  and  below,  towered  opposite  to  a  much 
greater  height.  The  warm  light  of  the  setting 
wo  resting  upon  their  mossy  edges,  and  touching 
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with  freshness  an  evergreen  that  i 
and  there  among  the  clifft,  while  the  rising  i 
of  evening  imparted  a  bluish  lint  to  tlie  diitlaat 
windings  of  the  sniooth  valley'  below,  gsve  u 
Italian  softness  to  the  landscape  hut  little  in 
unison  with  the  icy  rigours  tliat  enchained  ibr 
streams  to  which  in  summer  it  must  owe  it* 
greatest  beauty.  A  mile  or  two  farther  broughl 
us  over  tlie  frozen  river  to  the  comfortable  frauie- 
house  from  which  this  letter  is  dated. 

Ottawa,  which  is  situated  a  ft:w  miles  abow  tbc 
head  of  steam-boat  navigation  on  the  llliDoif,  ii> 
from  its  central  situation,  gradually  becomiog  ■ 
place  of  some  commercial  importance,  though  stiU 
a  mere  hamlet  in  size.  It  was  within  six  milnc^ 
this  place  that  (he  worst  of  the  Indian  bonon 
were  perpetrated  during  the  difficulties  with  Cibe 
Sacs  and  Foxes  in  1832.  Vou  must  remenibM 
the  newspa[)er  accounts  of  every  menii)«r  of  U« 
families  being  butchered,  except  two  young  prK 
who  were  carried  into  captivity,  and  Afirrwinl 
recovered  from  the  Indians.*  There  was  a  m- 
gutar  fatality  attending  this  melancholy  aSar, 
which  makes  it  worth  while  to  recall  stnnc  of  the 
))articular«.  According  to  my  infurmnnt,  lli' 
heads  of  both  families,  who  lived  in  ihc  same  c 
•  S«e  Note  N 
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adjoiniDg  houses,  hod  more  than  once  removed 
their  wives  and  children  into  Ottawa,  upon  false 
alarmH  of  the  approach  of  the  Indians;  and  one 
of  them,  from  some  new  warning  on  the  very  day 
on  which  the  event  took  place,  was  again  moving 
the  united  establishment  in  'waggons  to  the  same 
place  of  security,  when  he  nnet  the  other,  who  bo 
opposed  and  ridiculed  the  idea,  that  they  returned 
together.  An  hour  or  two  after  they  were  at  work, 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  door,  when  a  band  of 
indians  appeared,  and  with  a  triumphant  yell  sur- 
rounded  (he  house  in  an  instant.  Armed  only 
vith  their  tools  of  husbandry,  they  did  not  heai- 
tkte  to  make  an  attack  upon  an  ent-my  that  out- 
numbered them  so  as  to  make  the  attempt  to  get 
into  the  house  and  reach  their  rifies  perfect  mad- 
ncM.  It  is  needless  lo  add,  that  they  were  shot 
dowD,  tomahawked,  and  ecalped  in  an  instant ; 
not,  however,  as  some  eay,  before  they  had  wiu 
aessed  some  of  the  atrocities  practised  upon  the 
fcebler  members  of  their  families.  These,  botli  be- 
hre  and  after  death,  are  too  shocking  to  mention. 
"Why,  air,"  said  an  Illinois  man  to  me,  who 
"sfi  on  tlie  spot  shortly  afterward,  "  those  Indians 
Wtiaved  most  ridiculous.  They  dashed  children's 
Hriins  against  the  doorposts ;  they  cut  off  their 
lieads ;  thi-y  tore — ;"  but  the  detail  to  which  my 
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informant  applied  so  quaint  sn  epithet  is  one  thai 
I  would  not  think  for  a  moment  of  giving  you.  1 
must  not  forget  to  a<M,  that  the  two  surviving 
females,  after  losing  every  near  blood- relativo  in 
this  horrible  manner,  have  lately  found  legal  pro- 
tectors, and  are  now  settled  in  life  as  respeclihle 
married  women.  I  had  previously,  even  as  fir 
north  as  the  borders  of  Michigan,  in  Indiana,  seen 
stockades  erected  in  the  open  prairie  as  a  place  of 
refnge  for  the  settlers,  with  other  similar  marks  of 
the  late  border-strife,  but  had  no  idea  till  thi* 
evening  that  I  was  approaching  the  seal  of  the 
bloodiest  acts  of  the  unhappy  contest.  The  neu- 
tral Indiana,  who  disappeared  from  this  part  of 
the  country  at  the  time,  are  now,  I  am  told,  dis- 
persed again  in  large  numbers  over  the  neighbonr- 
hood.  They  are  perfectly  harmless ;  but,  tbaugti 
treated  with  great  kindness  by  the  new  emigtaoll^ 
there  will  probably  never  again  be  much  coat* 
dence  between  them  and  the  old  setllers.  The 
latter  somehow  seem  to  have  long  regarded  the 
Indians  as  hereditary  enemies;  and  the  events  of 
18;J2  have  given  new  vigour  to  dislikes  which 
seemed  to  be  gradually  losing  their  rancour.  A 
man  who  has  to  plough  with  a  heavy  rifle,  ready- 
loaded,  slung  to  his  back,  day  after  day,  while  hr 
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uf  water,  ma;  be  well  excused  for  being  warm 
upon  a  subject  which  must  thus  fill  his  ihoughtB 
and  harass  his  mind  throughout  each  hour  of  the 
day.  It  18  therefore  useless  to  argue  with  an  llli- 
oois  "  Indian-hater"  What  cares  he  for  the 
"lean  famine,  quartering  stevi,  and  climbing  fire," 
»hicb  you  tell  him  often  beset  the  red  man's  wig- 
wam before  Ms  ancestors  made  good  their  footing 
on  BDolher's  loud.  He  thinks  but  of  the  frantic 
outrages  he  has  witnessed  in  his  own  day.  He 
thinks  of  his  often-abandoned  husbandry,  "  while 
that  th«  coulter  rusts"  corrupting  in  its  own  fer- 
tility. He  thinks  of  his  butchered  friends  and 
oeigbbours, — of  bis  wife  and  offspring  slaughtered 
upon  his  hearth-stone,  —  aod  asks  bitterly  how 
von  could 
^^  "  Look  to  see 

^F     The  blioil  lod  liloody  savage  nith  foul  hand 
l*^'    TJeSit  the  locks  of  your  shrill-shriekingdaughlerg  ; 
Yoni  fUhera  taken  b;  (he  Bilver  beards, 
Ami  their  mosl  reverend  heads  dashed  lo  die  walU ; 
Your  Diked  infants  spilled  upon  pikes. 
While  tlie  mad  mothcn,  with  tlieir  hovils  confused, 
Do  break  ilie  cloude." 

An  accumulation  of  horrid  images,  which  shows 
with  what  fearful  fidelity  Shaksjieare  would  have 
painted  Indian  warfare,  had  these  wild  tragedies 
liour  day  beeu  acted  in  his. 
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Btn-d'i  (irow,  lUinou,  J»n.  35tb,  1«3*. 
It  was  so  long  since  1  bad  eeen  a  stone  ■(  w 
deserving  the  name  of  a  rock,  that  I  took  a  pW 
deal  of  satUfaction  ia  scaling  tlie  bluffs  of  the  Illi- 
nois, and  traversing  the  adjacent  ravini%  bdbn 
getting  out  on  the  prairie  the  morning  that  I  Wft 
Ottawa.  In  one  of  these  rocky  gullies, — wWefc 
run  generally  at  righ  t  angles  lo  tlie  river,  and  wtlh 
their  precipitous  walls  in  one  place,  and  cavenxnit 
passages  beneath  the  jutting  limestone  in  another, 
often  form  some  picturesque  dell,  oraflbrdin^ 
mantle  glimpse  of  the  open  country  beyond,— 1 
saw  the  first  cascade  1  have  met  with  since  I«i»ing 
Pennsylvania.  The  fall  was  not  niorr  than  ten 
feet;  but  the  column  of  water,  being  frosvn  in  a 
solid  sheet  as  white  as  the  purest  porcelain,  pn- 
sented  a  very  singular  appearance  as  it  raised  lU 
pnle  glistening  front  beneath  a  canopy  of  »tunted 
cedars,  whose  grceo  branches  impended  from  thr 
rocks  above.  Our  aleigh,  after  winding  for ' 
dme  among  this  broken  gmond,  and  pas«ii 


BANKS    OF    VERMILION    RIVER.  271 

one  or  two  small  but  beautiful  pieces  of  bottom 
land  lying  among  the  ravines,  reached  at  last  the 
top  of  the  bluffy  where,  instead  of  descending  on 
the  other  side,  the  level  prairie  extended  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  reach  beyond.     A  few  hours'  drive 
brought  us  to  a  log-cabin,  which  was  our  place  for 
dining  and  changing  horses ;  and  here  we  found 
tliat,  owing  to  the  newness  of  the  route,  arrange- 
ments were  not  yet  completed  for  the  public  con- 
^ejBoees  going  farther.  Hearing  a  stranger  speak- 
ing in  terms  of  enthusiasm  of  the  fine  view  from 
^Starved   Rock,** — a  detached   crag  some  two 
hundred  feet  high,  on  the  banks  of  the  Illinois, 
vhere  one  band  of  Indians  was  surrounded  and 
starved   to  death    by  another,    (I   refer  you  to 
**  flint's  Valley  of  the  Mississippi'"  for  the  le- 
gend,)— I  made  arrangements  to  visit  the  spot  in 
the  morning. 

A  chill  north-easter  swept  over  the  bleak  prairie, 
is  my  travelling  companion  and  myself,  mounted 
upon  two  miserable  nags,  neither  of  which  was 
shod,  struck  on  an  Indian  trail  that  brought  us 
in  an  hour's  ride  to  the  craggy  and  precipitous 
banks  of  the  Vermilion  River,  which  it  was  neces- 
Mry  to  cross.  A  sickly-looking  but  rather  in- 
teresting woman  came  out  of  a  miserable  log-hut — 
beside  which,  housed  under  a  few  boards,  stood  a 
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handsome  barouche — to  direct  us  where  to  deKOitl 
the  bank;  and  itij'  friend  on  foot  leading  his  horae. 
mine  followed  trenibLing  after  him ;  and,  notwitb* 
standing  the  steep  path  was  glazed  with  ice,  we 
descended  the  first  pitch  in  safety. 

Pausing  for  a  munient,  the  confused  masses  fd 
ruck,  with  trees  and  Bhrubs  of  all  kinds  growing  b 
their  crevices,  reminded  me,  as  I  looked  arouml, 
of  more  than  one  scene  of  the  kind  in  the  Htct 
counties  of  my  native  slate.  It  was  now  my  luni 
to  lead  down  the  next  pitch,  which  led  lo  tbe 
frozen  bed  of  the  river.  Upon  gaining  the  edge  1 
perceived  that  the  descent  was  a  perfect  gUnrtf 
ice;  and  pausing  a  moment  to  hand  a  loaded  gon, 
which  I  carried,  to  my  eompanion,  lest  it  might  bt 
discharged  in  the  accident  which  I  antidpalcd, 
my  horse  lost  his  fouting  even  as  1  turned  io  iW 
Middle,  and  fulling  flat  over  upon  mc,  dtnni  at 
slid  together.  1  had  not  gone  two  yards,  I 
before  a  small  jutting  rock  brought  me,  but  li 
bruised,  to  an  anchorage;  while  my  unfo 
consort,  after  slidinf^  over  a  |)art  of  my  p 
weul,  though  struggling  fearfully  to  regain  hi*  feet, 
slipping  lo  the  bottom.  He  landed  at  Inst  mot, 
with  bis  face  up  the  ascent,  and  though  dov  sb 
the  level  ice  of  the  river,  the  \)oor  brute  sennad  M 
think  he  was  still  midway  on  the  declivity  ba  Iwd 
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a  hurried  over  so  roughly  ;  for,  without  looking 
at  all  liehinci  him,  he  stood  trembling  for  an  in- 
•Isnt,  and  then,  in  ipite  of  all  the  outcry  we  could 
niae  to  keep  him  back,  commenced  ascending  to 
•here  we  stood,  and  actually  persevered  till  he 
had  gained  the  place  from  whence  he  had  started. 
Tlw  only  way  now  to  effect  our  purpose  was  for 
one  to  go  below  and  the  other  to  drive  the  horses 
down  to  him.  This  we  indeed  did ;  and  I  do  not 
ksow  when  I  have  been  more  amused,  than  upon 
waang  my  worthy  Rozinante,  as  if  taught  by  past 
experience,  quietly,  when  he  found  he  nuist  go, 
placing  himself  upon  his  haunches,  and  sliding 
down  the  little  bill  with  veteran  skill  and  coolness. 

Crossing  the  Vermilion,  we  were  compelled  to 
drive  our  horses  in  the  same  way  up  the  bank  on 
the  opposite  side;  and,  by  catching  hold  of  the 
bnocbea  of  trees,  drag  ourselves  after  them  as  we 
beat  ooald.  Once  on  the  height,  nothing  hut  a 
level  plain  of  rich  prairie  land  lay  between  us  and 
Ike  bluffs  of  the  Illinois.  It  was  crossed  here  atid 
there  at  intervals  of  a  few  miles  with  Indian  trails, 
■bout  a  foot  in  width,  and  worn  as  deep  as  if  they 
had  been  trod  for  centuries.  They  ran  in  various 
directions,  and  were  generally  as  straight  as  the 
flight  of  an  arrow.     A  heavy  rain  throughout  the 

mous  night  had  swept  all  the  snow  from  the 
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prairie,  and  these  block  lines  drawn  over  its  broirn 
surface  were  now  perceptible  at  a  great  distana. 
A  long  reach  of  woodland  immediately  bcforr  u« 
indicated  our  appriHich  to  the  Illiuoia  botlomE; 
but  on  entering  the  timbered  ground,  where  tht 
snow  still  lingered  in  considerable  quantiiie»t  *f 
found  ourselves  on  the  slippery  blufls,  a  liundn^ 
feel  above  the  level  of  the  ricer  opposite,  withoul 
the  possibility  of  descending  to  its  bed.  Thm 
bluffs  were  divided  at  intervals  by  the  ratmnlk 
ravines  already  described;  and  having  now  St- 
covered  that  we  had  entirely  missed  the  roail  to 
"  The  Starved  Rock,"  it  only  remained  fi>r  un  tu 
attempt  descending  through  these  passages,  and 
find  the  place  by  a  route  of  our  own.  We  led  (bt 
way  by  turns,  and  urging  our  unwilling  bone 
down  the  frozen  beds  of  the  liltle  slreams  whicli 
impart  their  cooIne«s  in  autumn  to  llic«e  sc4)im^ 
tered  dells,  we  tried  ihree  ravines  in  sucomiff 
without  attaining  our  object.  One  would  brioj 
us  up  against  a  dead  wall  of  lime^tour,  in  ibc  «»■ 
vices  of  whose  base  the  rill  we  had  been  followinjl 
suddenly  disappeared  ;  a  second  carried  lu  to  dx 
abrupt  edge  of  a  precipice,  about  fif^y  fnrt  ibtt" 
the  river,  whose  rich  bottoms,  exlending  IkrAVQ' 
below,  reminded  me,  with  the  occasiaml  < 
and  detached  clumps  of  trees  wliich  atodtlcdll 
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of  points  of  views  Id  the  valley  of  the  Mohawk. 
Nothing,  on  so  small  a  scale,  could  be  more  pic- 
turesque than  the  nook  to  which  the  third  ravine 
kd  us.  It  was  to  the  upper  edge  of  a  double 
cucade,  over  the  second  fall  of  which  an  arch  of 
rock  projected,  so  as  to  shut  out  from  view  the 
basin  into  which  the  water  finally  fell  below.  The 
passage  through  which  we  reached  the  spot  was 
s  mere  fissure  in  the  side-hill ;  and  when,  not 
wishing  to  get  my  feet  wet,  I  urged  my  horse  to 
the  brink  of  the  little  cascade,  the  long  icicles 
pendent  from  the  hanging  rock  above  were  almost 
within  reach  of  my  riding-whip.  A  number  of 
gnarled  and  stunted  cedars,  ^^  moist  trees  that 
have  outlived  the  eagle,^  ^ing  their  dusky  branches 
over  the  chasm ;  and  when  summer  foliage  glitters 
OD  the  tall  stems  whose  naked  boughs  project  above 
them,  the  sun  must  be  wholly  excluded  from  this 
cool  retreat. 

Our  horses  were  so  fagged  out  when  we  extri- 
cated ourselves  from  this  ravine,  that  we  did  not 
think  it  well  to  try  another;  and  my  companion 
being  afraid  of  freezing  his  feet,  which  were  wet 
from  his  having  dismounted  at  the  most  difficult 
parts  of  the  descent,  I  was  sorry  to  be  compelled 
to  give  up  the  search  and  return  to  our  lodgings, 
after  an  eight  hours'  ride,  without  having  seen  the 
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intere«ting  point  we  had  taken  ao  much  tronbk  to 
attain.* 

The  mail- con  true  tor,  resident  al  Chicago,  i)«l 
arrived  at  the  FarEu-house  during  our  abBcnc*;  ind 
hearing  thai  two  gentlemen  were  detaioed  upat 
the  road,  had,  with  great  politeness,  at  oner  tiAa 
measures  to  send  us  on  the  next  morning.  Tht 
room,  loo,  in  which  we  had  slept  before  —  fuorin 
two  beds  and  three  on  the  floor — had  row  been 


■  An  uukuowD  correspondeBt  ha*  polttetj  ( 
author  with  the  rollowing  account  of  ibii  interesting  p(i^* 
given  in  "  a  letter  ^m  a  rriend,  still  roaming  orer  the  b«auu- 
ful  prairiei  of  Illinois." 

"  I  climbed  tlie  Indian  path  until  I  i«adied  the  lansuid 
Starved  Rock.  This  celebrated  rock  b  said  to  be  two  buD^Kri 
and  fifty  feet  higli.  It  is  a  stupendous  pile,  nvaily  is  luft  i 
the  lop  u  ut  the  base,  and  is  accessible  at  one  place  onl; ;  <i 
ever]!  other  direction  it  is  nearly  perpendicular,  ami  more  An 
half  tu  base  is  washed  by  the  Illinois,  which  is  here  from  dn« 
10  four  feel  deep. 

"  Tlie  lummil  is  circular  and  almost  letel,  coottuiuig  ataU 
an  acre ;  and  now  has  on  it  a  thick  growth  of  young  tinliM. 
There  is  still  lying  a  great  (juantit)'  of  tlie  boues  of  the  lodint 
who  were  starred  to  death  by  a  boMile  tribe.  I  picfcid  tf 
on  the  side  of  (he  pass,  and  dug  out  of  the  earth,  Hioal 
arrow-points.  At  one  place,  nhere  there  appear*  ■  poniUitj 
of  scaling  tile  rvck,  an  iiilreuohment  is  dug  and  breaitwsit 
ihruwn  up.  After  |>as»iiig  an  hour  on  th«  summti,  we  il*- 
acmdrd  to  our  boat  at  tlie  foot  of  the  rock,  and  proceeded  <• 
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■ted  hf  five  of  its  occupants,  and  my  compa- 
nioo  and  I  each  appropriated  a  couch  to  himself. 
He  were  hardly  warm  under  the  cover,  however, 
before  the  tramping  of  horses,  with  the  sound  of 
travcllcrB'  voices,  was  heard  without;  and  the 
good  dame  thrust  her  head  into  the  room,  in  the 
v«n  expectatioQ  of  showing  them  an  unoccupied 
bed.  My  companion  pretended  to  be  in  a  sound 
ileep;  and  I  intimated  that  I  diould  betftkc  my- 
felf  to  Diy  buffalo  robe  and  the  floor,  in  case  a 
bedfellow  were  thrust  in  upon  me:  whereat  tlie 
kiiid  lady  was  exceedingly  aiiffed  ;  and  we  could 
hear  her  through  the  board  partition,  a  moment 
aflerwarJ,  expressing  herself  after  this  amiable 
fashion  : — "  Ugh  I  great  people,  truly  1 — a  bed  to 
themselves,  the  hogs  '.  They  travel  together — 
and  they  eat  together — and  they  eat  enough,  too, 
—and  yet  tliey  can't  sleep  together!"  Here  the 
huibaud,  a  respectable  middle-aged  man,  who  did 
everything  to  make  our  situation  comfortable 
during  the  thirty-six  hours  we  spent  at  his  cabin, 
interposed,  and  silenced  his  better  half;  and,  the 
Dew  comers  wrapping  themselves  in  their  cloakt 
before  the  fire,  in  a  few  minutes  all  became  still 
about  (he  establishment. 

The  good  dame,  who  must  have  been  a  fine- 
looking  woman  in  ber  day,  and  was,  I  believe,  in 


ofitil  cup  of  oofa 
iH^g.    A  fourJwnt 

Atkoqgb  the  gmttt 


•  dkrvbichbmwd 
BaSdk  ID  tlw  gioonttma' 
i  ^  ife^  knff  exonnvctj  aid, 
•  over  UnadrHi; 
At  lant  n 
,  dotlcd  bcK  inJ 
ikR  «tt  •  laifil  4f  •kabbnj,  frum  irUc* 
<w<  ■■■>■■  apack  «f  (rnxo^i  "B^  occMJoiidl^ 
»  kr«7  «f  v>^  vmU  ae.  Tbr  littlv  wShft  tl 
BHBtfia — oBed  riler  Fatfaer  HiBDepin — aai 
hawai^lta:  dMigli  k  kjr  ■>  •bdlcrvd  aloogik 
haafca Wth*  IKbois  that  wv  wttv  nmrlT  upon  tit 
luadH  brlon  iu  (ktoil/  wu  discorrnU>k. 
After  rtf  pif  an  hour  or  two  lo  dxac  juul  fc«l 
•  UA  the  driver  to  take  ■  ebeulMX 
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route  down  the  steep  bank,  which,  though  not 
rocky,  is  about  sixty  feet  high,  and  very  preci- 
pitous on  that  side  of  the  river ;  while  my  friend 
and  I  descended  to  the  ice,  and  walked  over  the 
river,  which  was  here  a  broad  and  noble  stream, 
with  some  beautiful  alluvial  islands  on  its  bosom. 
The  difference  of  temperature  here  and   on  the 
bleak  prairie  above  was  astonishing;  and  when 
I  sat  down  upon  a  fallen  tree  among  the  tangled 
vines  of  the  rich  bottom  opposite  to  Hennepin, 
and  watched  a  flock  of  green  parroquets  flutter- 
ing amoQg  the  wych-elms  which  here  and  there 
skirted  the  shore,  while  the  sun,  for  a  moment 
piercing  his  murky  veil,  touched  with  gold  the 
Kides  that   glazed    their   drooping    branches,    I 
could   fancy   myself   transported    to   a    different 
climate.     The  driver  overtook  us  at  last,  and  then 
we  commenced  making  our  way  through  a  tim- 
bered  bottom,   which,    for  appearance  of   rank 
fertility,  excelled  any  spot  I   have  ever  beheld. 
The  trees  were   of  enormous   size,   and  seemed 
chained  together  at  every  point  by  huge  vines, 
which  clambered  to  their  very  summits,  locking 
the  stately   stems  in   their   ponderous   embrace, 
and  clasping  each  outer  bough  with  some  twining 
tendril.     Having   thus   secured  its  prey  on  one 
tree,  the  vine  would  seem,  like  a  living  animal,  to 
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bave  bounded  to  another,  bimI  fksteoed  its  e>^ 
gr&sp  upon  some  limb  as  yet  untouched.  Bennlll 
the  whole  an  interminable  growth  of  underwouj, 
protected  by  the  woven  canopy  above,  and 
risfaing  rankly  in  its  living  fetters. 


"  Like  prisoners  wildly  overgioin)  i*iih  bsir, 
Pul  forth  disordetwl  twigs." 
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A  half-hour's  ride  -carried  us  through  this  teem- 
ing region  to  the  foot  of  a  steep  and  opeu-wouded 
hill,  which  ascending  with  some  difficulty,  *t 
came  out  once  more  upon  the  prairie,  aad  fouad 
the  change  of  temperature  instantaneous.  Tbc 
road  over  the  dry  grassy  plnin  was  very  good, 
however,  for  the  first  six  or  eight  milu ;  and  ai 
the  evening  began  to  close  in  intensely  cxJJ,  wt 
rattled  them  off  in  a  very  short  lime.  At  Lttt 
we  came  to  a  deep  frozen  gully,  in  crossing  •bich 
our  leaders  bruised  themselves  so  badly  by  break- 
ing  through  the  ice,  that  when  we  reached  a  spot 
of  the  same  kind,  but  rather  worse,  a  mile  or  Mfg. 
in  atlvance,  the  frightened  animals  recoiled  j 
the  place,  and  refused  to  cross  it.  Our  d 
doughty  little  chap,  about  four  feet  elevcOt  J 
rejoiced  in  the  name  uf  Samson,  aad  was  a  ca|^til 
whip  by-lhe-hy,  after  using  every  exerli<>u  to  gtt_ 
his  whole  team  over,  viaa  at  lost  compelled  tofl 
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•  point,  and  proceed  to  detach  the  leaders 
from  the  wheel-horses.  This,  wiih  our  aid,  wai 
noD  done ;  and  my  companion  remaining  with 
the  leaders  on  one  side,  Samson  and  I  made  a 
dash  at  the  frozen  bruok,  and,  breaking  through 
in  the  midst,  ihe  horses  gave  such  a  spririj^  to  free 
ihemsclves  from  the  waggon,  that  the  swingletree- 
Uilt  snapped  ;  and  bad  not  the  heroic  little  cham- 
pion held  on  to  the  reins  as  tenaciously  as  did  his 
namesake  to  the  gates  of  Gaza,  we  might  have 
been  left  a  prey  to  the  next  drove  of  Phihstinean 
wolves  that  should  rove  the  prairie  in  quest  of  a 
(Upper. 

Samson,  however,  was  true  to  his  name ;  and 
»ith  a  mighty  arm  bringing  up  his  foaming  steeds 
»I1  standing,  we  crawled  over  the  head  of  the 
nmpant  waggon,  (the  hind-wheels  only  had  gone 
through  Ihe  ice,)  and  sprang  to  the  firm  ground. 
The  swinglelree  was  soon  tinkered  fast  again: 
hut  DOW  came  the  difficulty  of  getting  (he  un- 
■illing  leaders  over,  who,  it  is  presumed,  had 
bnn  no  uninterested  spectators  of  what  had  just 
brtn  going  forward  ;  coaxing  and  whipping  avail- 
«1  ntithing;  and  we  at  last  succeeded  only  by 
huckling  two  pair  of  reins  together  and  passing 
'hem  over  the  brook,  two  of  us  pulling  on  the 
hurscs'  mouths,  while  the  third  apphed  a  smart 
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castigalion  behind.  One  of  ihe  poor  animsl* 
again  broke  in,  and  floundered  dreadfuUv  before 
he  reached  a  firm  footing  on  the  other  «Hp, 
But  this  was  not  the  worst ;  our  poor  Uttk 
Samson,  in  attempting  to  jump,  floundered  in  tip 
to  his  knees,  and  suffered  much  ioconvenimar 
from  it  afrerward.  The  evening  was  indeed  « 
cold,  that  our  wheel-horses,  who  were  coated  •itli 
ice,  their  long  taiU  being  actually  frozen  ttJSi, 
were  in  danger  of  freezing  to  dcatli,  had  we  bwii 
compelled  to  delay  much  longer.  But,  placini 
now  the  leaders  on  the  firm  ground  IwvoikI  the*, 
one  smart  pull  served  to  extricate  the  '"igg" 
from  the  hole,  and  deliver  us  from  our  qusndwr. 
We  had  five  or  six  miles  still  to  go  brfett 
reaching  a  house;  snd  feeling  som«  anxiety  abmii 
Samson's  wet  feet,  wo  urged  him  to  put  the  horiB 
— nothing  loath  when  once  started — to  the  taftll 
their  speed.  He  did  indeed  drive  foriotislT  ;  M 
when  we  arrived  at  the  house  whence  I  write,  lli« 
poor  fellow's  feet  were  frozen.  Rushing  at  OKt 
(o  the  tire,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  lost  ilwOi 
had  there  not  chiineed  to  be  a  physician  prc«4»< 
who  directed  us  what  to  do.  The  good-bunourtd 
little  patient  was  removed  without  delay  to  llM 
back  pari  of  the  room  :  and  we  commenced  pour* 
ing  Water  into  his  boots  until  they  mrllrd  fna 
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his  feet,  the  temperature  of  the  water  being  gra- 
dually heightened  until  it  became  blood-warm, 
while  a  bucket  of  ice-water  stood  by  for  the  suf- 
ferer to  thrust  his  feet  in,  whenever  the  returning 
circulation  became  too  violent  for  him  to  endure. 
h  the  morning,  though  his  feet  were  dreadfully 
iwoUen,  he  was  enabled,  by  tying  them  up  in 
thick  horse-blankets,  to  move  about,  and  even 
retom  with  his  team.  To  the  simple  and  judi- 
cious suggestions  of  the  travelling  physician  pre- 
Kot,  our  little  hero  was,  in  all  probability,  in- 
debted for  escafung  a  most  awful  calamity; — a 
Kttler  in  this  neighbourhood  having  lost  both 
1^  a  few  days  since  by  an  exposure  similar  to 
Samson^s. 

I  am  now  staying  at  the  house  of  a  flourishing 
tum&Tj  whose  sturdy  frame,  bold  features,  and 
tiudc  long  black  hair,  would,  with  his  frank  ad- 
dress, afford  as  fine  a  specimen  of  the  western  bor- 
derer as  one  could  meet  with,  and  never  allow 
you  to  suspect  that  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago  he 
wig  a  New- York  tradesman.  He  lives,  like  all 
other  people  of  this  country,  in  a  log-cabin,  which 
hu  many  comforts  about  it,  however,  not  usually 
ibund  in  these  primitive  domicils.  Having  a 
Urge  family,  with  no  neighbours  nearer  than  ten 
miles  on  one  side  and  twenty  on  the  other,  he 
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msintains  a  schoolmaster  to  instruct  his  children : 
the  room  I  occupy  at  night  being  fitted  up  witd 
desks  and  benches  as  a  school-room.  Hi«  farm, 
which  lies  along  the  edge  of  a  beaulifui  and  wefl. 
watered  grove,  sup|)lies  him  with  almost  erm- 
thing  that  he  wants;  and  having  once  punacd 
a  difTerent  mode  of  life,  he  setnis  now  to  raUir 
the  full  independence  of  his  situation,  more  era 
than  those  who  have  always  been  brought  upn 
farmers.  1  told  him  this  morning,  as  be  ulHed 
out  to  cut  wood,  with  hia  two  sons,  axe  in  haol, 
all  clad  in  their  belted  capotes  and  white  wuolko 
hoods,  that  I  should  like  to  meet  his  sun-buml 
features  and  independent  step  in  Broadway,  to 
see  how  many  of  his  old  acquaintances  would 
recognise  the  pale  mechanic  Jn  the  brown  hmii- 
woodsman,  He  promised  me,  if  he  came  In  *»■ 
ter,  to  appear  with  the  guise  in  which  I  ill* 
beheld  him ;  adding,  in  western  phnueoldpi 
"  The  way  in  which  folks  11  stare,  rquirv,  wfflt* 
a  cauliun" 

After  being  detained  here  w>ine  days  wtittog 
for  the  Si.  Louiii  mail-waggon,  and  losing  »/ 
travelling-companion,  who,  having  bought  a  hot«- 
1  ma  gone  on  by  himself,  I  have  concluded  thitlt 
would  never  Ao  to  go  out  of  (his  country  witboo' 
visiting  Galena  and  the  mining  country  i  and,  u 
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j»  oov  a  public  conveyance  thither,  I  shall 

first  opportunity  to  go  with  it.  I  have 
Imyself  for  the  last  three  nights  in  watcti- 

olv^  by  moonlight,  at  the  edge  of  the 
^  m  few  hundred  yards  from  the  house, 
come  howling  round  the  house  after  night- 

if  one  is  "  in  luck"  at  all,  are  easily  shot. 

night,  after  leaving  my  poMtion  hut  for 
lUtes,  1  heard  the  report  of  a  rifle;  and 
i|Dg  to  the  spot,  where  a  lud  stayed  to  fill 
■oe  for  a  moraeut,  I  found  that  a  grey  and 
k  wolf,  of  the  largest  kind,  had  approached 
uy  within  two  or  three  yards  of  the  muzzle 
[gun,  and  startled  him  so  that  he  missed 
^th-  In  the  confident  hope  of  their  return 
Ihe  bait  that  we  had  thrown  about  the 
,was  slill  there  — I  took  the  little  fellow's 
^and  wrapping  myself  in  a  buffalo-skin,  lay 
IDg  OD  the  ground  till  nearly  daybreak ;  and 
ifimy  (hen  not  making  his  appearance,  I  was 
Id  creep  shivering  to  bed. 
jpo  entering  my  room,  which  contained  two 
il  observed,  after  striking  a  light,  that  the 
ppoaite  to  mine  was  occupit;d  by  some  new 
ti;  while  a  sheet  suspended  from  the  ceiling 
Ihe  pillow,  and  concealing  the  phrenology  of 
m,,,viev«  WfW  ^videpllj  meant  a* 
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a  caveat  against  reconDoitring  that  part 
apartment.  I  had  some  piquant  reflection! 
a  respectable-looking  traveller  and  a  pretty 
woman,  who  I  was  told  was  a  bride  on  her 
St.  Louis,  breakfasted  with  us  the  next  moi 
You  shall  hear  from  me  next  at  Galena 
then,  farewell ! 


LOXELY    PROSPECT. 
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^K  Galena,  Upper  MissUsippi,  Feb,  I. 

A  rrtiiovs  st^uall  of  snow,  which  would  have 
mdeml  it  impossible  to  keep  a  given  road  in 
cnwRJn^the  prairie,  subsided  before  night-fall,  on 
the  day  that  I  left  Boyd's  Grove,  bound  for  the 
Upper  Mississippi ;  and  as  (he  calm  clear  sky  of 
ereniog  succeeded,  our  sleigh  glided  over  the  open 
plain  at  a  rale  which  soon  made  the  cabins  behind 
u»  (iiaapiirar  in  the  distance ;  while  four  fleet 
barter,  with  a  good  driver,  and  but  one  passenger, 
■■ifily  accomplished  the  short  stage  of  twelve 
Biiics,  and  brought  us  to  the  room  where  wc  were 
to  pan  (he  night.  The  intervening  prairie  for  the 
first  six  miles  was  high  and  level,  with  not  a  slick 
of  timber ,^-ODc  broad  snow-covered  plain,  where 
jou  could  see  the  dark  figure  of  a  wolf  for  miles 
off,  aa  it  stood  in  relief  against  the  white  unbroken 
(urfscc.  A  prospect  more  bleak  and  lonely,  when 
night  iH  closing  in,  and  you  press  towards  some 
distant  grove,  whose  tree-tops  cannot  yet  be  dis- 
trered   above  the  monotoDous  plains,  is  incon- 


ceivable.  Prespnlly,  however,  you  come  to  i 
break  in  the  praine  ;  a  slight  descent  next  shelim 
you  somewhat  from  the  wind;  and  now  you  mi 
discover  a  wood,  which  hitherto  had  appesm! 
many  miles  off,  or  perhaps  was  not  perceptihlt 
at  all,  that  has  pushed  a  scattered  clump  of  trta 
here  and  there,  like  an  advanced  guard,  undo 
cover  of  the  ravine.  You  come  to  the  brink  of 
another  platform,  and  you  are  on  the  edge  of  a 
grove  ;  while  for  twenty  miles  ahead  the  ew 
ranges  over  what  looks  like  a  shallow  baoin  <rf 
immense  extent,  broken  occasional! v  by  dvAj 
masses,  which  seem  rather  (o  repose  upon  than  to 
spring  out  of  its  surface:  such  was  the  view  is 
advance,  from  a  point  about  six  miles  from  Bojrd^ 
rJrove,  The  elevation  from  which  we  deoceiuM 
was  not  more  than  twenty  feet,  and  it  commandtd 
a  prospect  of  as  many  miles.  It  was  like  loolmf 
from  the  edge  of  a  snow-covered  desert  upon  ■ 
frozen  lake,  with  its  isles,  headlands,  and  scattcivl 
rocks,  and  ils  waters  riveted  as  fast  as  they.  The 
rosy  rays  of  ihe  setting  sun  still  lingered  over  lb* 
scene,  as  on  one  they  longed  to  set  free  froni  iV 
icy  chains  which  bound  it ;  while  the  culm  pil« 
moon  grew  niomenlxrily  more  bright,  as  if  htf 
cold  beams  borrowed  lustre  from  the  exirat  d 
pure  white  surface  over  which  they  slioac. 
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A  single  room,  miserably  built  of  logs, — the  in- 
tentices  of  which  were  so  unBkilfully  filled  up 
irilh  mud  that  I  could  hear  the  night-wind  nhis- 
H'ng  through  them  an  we  drove  up  to  the  door, — 
*as  to  be  our  lodging  for  the  night.  A  couple  of 
riflf»,  with  a  powderhorn  and  a  pair  of  Indian 
liUnkets,  lay  without,  and  two  painted  Pottawat- 
lamiee  were  crouched  on  the  hearth,  as  I  entered 
the  cabin.  One  of  them,  a  slight  but  elegantly- 
fiJTmed  youth  of  twenty,  sprang  at  once  to  hiH 
fm :  while  the  other,  a  dark,  ill-looking  negro- 
ficed  fellow,  retained  his  squalting  posture.  They 
■ere  dressed  in  complete  duits  of  buckskin  ;  both 
iiaviog  their  ears  bored  in  several  places,  with 
long  drops  of  silver  pendent  in  thick  bunches 
iherefrom  ;  while  broad  plates  suspended  over 
llirir  chests,  with  armlets  of  the  same  metal,  made 
ijnite  a  rich  display.  Their  dress*  was,  however, 
U  on!y  point  in  which  they  resembled  each  other ; 
d  the  aquiline  nose,  keen  eyes,  and  heautifuUy- 
Aed  brows  of  the  one  contrasted  as  strongly 
nth  the  heavy,  inexpressive  look  and  thick  lips  of 
•  other,  as  did  the  closely-filling  hunting-frock 
I  the  first,  which  a  black  bell  sown  thick  with 
li  of  brass  secured  to  his  erect  form,  with  the 
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loose  shirt  that  crumpled  around  the  crouching 
person  of  the  other. 

A  hard-featured  borderer,  with  Icmg  sandy  hdlr 
flowing  from  under  a  cap  of  wolf-skin,  and  dressed 
in  a  bright  green  capote  with  an  orange-coIouRd 
sash,  sat  smoking  a  pipe  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fireplace ;  while  one  foot  dangled  firom  the  bed  m 
which  he  had  placed  himself,  and  another  retted 
on  a  Spanish  saddle,  whose  holsters  were  brou^ 
so  near  to  the  fire,  as  it  lay  thus  carelesaiy  throwa 
in  a  corner,  that  the  brazen  butts  of  a  pair  of 
heavy  pistols  were  continually  exposed  to  view 
by  the  flickering  light.  A  pale«  sickly-lookiag 
woman,  with  an  infant  in  her  arms,  and  two  small 
children  clinging  around  her  lap,  sat  in  the  centre, 
and  completed  the  group.  Her  husband  and  ao* 
other,  a  hanger-on  of  the  establishment,  had  step- 
ped out  to  look  after  our  horses  as  we  drove  up 
to  the  door.  The  apartment,  which  was  not  more 
than  twenty  feet  square,  was  cumbered  up  with 
four  beds ;  and  when  I  thought  how  many  there 
were  to  occupy  them,  and  observed  a  thin  cottoa 
curtain  flapping  against  a  wide  unglazed  openingf 
which  formed  the  only  window  of  this  forlorn 
chamber,  I  thought  that  the  prospect  of  comfort- 
able accommodation  for  the  night  was  anythiiig 
but  promising.    Presently,  however,  the  landlord 
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enlered  with  an  armful  of  burr-oak  and  split 
hickory,  which  crackled  and  sputtered  at  a  rate 
that  made  the  Indians  withdraw  from  the  ashes. 
The  good  woman  placed  her  child  in  a  rude  cra- 
dle, and  bestirred  herself  with  activity  and  good- 
humour  in  getting  supper;  while  the  frontiers- 
man, knocking  the  ashes  from  his  tomaliawk-pipe, 
pawed  me  a  flask  of  Ohio  whiskey,  which,  after 
my  cold  ride,  had  all  the  virtue  of  Monongahela, 
Some  coarse  fried  pork,  with  a  bowl  of  stewed 
iiominy,  hot  rolls,  and  wild  honey,  did  not  then 
come  amiss,  especially  when  backed  by  a  cup  of 
capital  coffee  from  the  lower  country ;  though 
the  right  good-will  with  which  we  all  bent  to  this 
I  iBporUnt  business  of  eating,  did  not  prevent  me 
'  from  noticing  the  Frenchman-like  particularity 
with  which  the  Indians  ate  from  but  one  dish  at  a 
time,  though  tasting  everything  upon  the  table. 

The  best-looking  of  the  two,  though  daubed 
vith  point  to  a  degree  that  made  him  look  per- 
fectly savage,  was  almost  the  only  Indian  I  had 
yet  found  who  could  talk  English  at  all ;  and  he 
teemed  both  amused  and  interested  while  I  read 
over  to  him  a  slight  vocabulary  of  words  in  his 
mm  language,  as  I  had  taken  down  the  terms 
occasaonally  in  my  pocket-book,  and  was  evidently 
gratified  when  I  added  to  their  number  from  his 
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lips.  He  spoke  tlie  language,  indeed,  w 
ness  and  distinctness  of  enunciatioH  sudi  as  I  luAk 
only  heard  before  from  a  female  tongue  ;  and  Iht 
words  thus  pronounced  hod  a  delicAcy  and  Biiuic 
in  their  Mtund  entirely  wanting  in  the  usual  tkw 
venly  utterance  of  Indians.  You  would  hwp 
been  struck,  too,  in  the  midst  of  our  philok^irvl 
task,  to  see  the  grim-Iooking  savage  bend  owr 
and  rock  the  cradle,  as  the  shivering  infant  would 
commence  crying  l>ehind  us.  In  this  war  the 
evening  passed  rapidly  enough ;  and  then  tlw 
good  dame  with  her  husband  and  children  laUng 
one  bed,  the  green  rider  and  I  took  each  another, 
while  tbe  stage-driver  and  remaining  white  dud 
shared  the  fourth  together.  The  Indian?  bruught 
in  their  guns  and  blankets  from  without,  uxf 
making  a  mattress  of  my  bufialo-akin,  they  plam) 
iheir  feci  to  the  fire,  and  after  a  chirping  conwP- 
sntion  of  a  few  minutes  beneath  their  wooUen  tef 
gery,  sunk  to  slumber. 

.  The  moon  was  still  shining  brightly  above,  M I 
sallied  out  an  hour  before  dawn  to  wasli  in  ilir 
snow,  and  finish  in  the  open  air  the  toilet  cao- 
menced  in  the  crowded  shantee.  Our  sleigfa,  • 
low  clumRy  pine  box  on  a  pair  of  ox-runnem,  •» 
soon  after  at  the  door  i  and  covering  up  my 
Irrmities  as  well  as  I  could  in  the  wild  hay  1 
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filled  the  bottom  (for  the  morning  was  intensely 
cold),  I  wound  my  fur  robe  around  my  head  to 
keep  my  face  from  freezing,  and  soon  found  my- 
lelf  gliding  at  a  prodigious  rate  over  the  smooth 
prairie.  The  sun  was  several  hours  high  when  we 
struck  a  fine  grove  of  timber,  through  which  the 
small  but  rapid  river  Huron  takes  its  way ;  and 
thrashing  through  the  wintry  stream,  we  merely 
paused  long  enough  at  a  shantee  on  the  opposite 
skle  to  adjust  some  of  our  harness  which  was 
broken  while  fording  the  torrent,  and  reached  a 
comfortable  log-cabin,  in  which  we  breakfasted  at 
noon.  There  was  an  Indian  encampment  within 
gun-shot  of  the  house ;  and  seeing  a  melancholy- 
looking  squaw  with  an  infant  in  her  arms  hang- 
ing about  the  farm-house,  I  left  my  landlady  turn- 
ing some  venison  cutlets  and  grilled  grouse,  to  see 
how  the  aborigines  fared  in  this  cold  weather.  A 
pretty  Indian  girl  of  fourteen,  driving  a  couple  of 
half-starved  ponies,  indicated  the  camp  of  her 
friends.  They  proved  to  be  a  very  inferior  band, 
having  but  two  hunters,  and  those  inefficient- 
looking  fellows,  to  a  score  of  women  and  chil- 
dren. Sheer  necessity  had  compelled  them  to 
encamp  near  the  settlement ;  and  a  more  squalid, 
miserable-looking  set  of  creatures  I  never  beheld. 
The  chief  of  the  party,  contrary  to  the   usual 
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Indian  custom,  had  let  his  beard*  grow  til)  it 
stood  out  in  small  tufts  from  every  port  of  hii 
sinister-looking,  smoke-dried  face ;  and  the  thcmp 
of  leather  which  sustained  his  scalping-Icnifr 
seemed  to  answer  the  double  purpose  of  bindiii|[ 
the  fragments  of  hia  greasy  and  tattered  oipote 
to  his  body,  and  of  keeping  the  loosely-hung  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  body  itself  together.  A  bluft 
faced  English- looking  white  youth  of  eightm, 
with  a  shock  head  of  reddish  curly  hair,  tnd 
wearing  a  hunting-frock  of  some  coarse  niatenil, 
striped  like  a  bed-ticking,  secured  to  bis  bcxltr 
with  a  red  belt,  from  which  a  hatcJiet  was  «•- 
pended,  was  assisting  him  in  "  spancellin^'  a  rr- 
fractory  pony.  The  young  gentleman,  as  I  altit* 
ward  learned,  btlonged  to  the  tribe — sooie  n» 
away  apprentice,  perhaps,  who  thought  he  «» 
playing  Rolla.  The  rest  of  the  mongrel  conm 
dodged  like  beavers  beneath  the  mals  of  tbcir 
smoky  wigwams,  as  I  approached  their  mnuiioB 
fir«  to  warm  myself. 

Reluming  to  the  farm-house,  I  found  a  litllr 
girl  playing  on  the  floor  with  seveml  string*  "f 
beads,  which  the  squaw  first  mentioned  had  Joi' 
parted  with  to  purchase  food  for  her  stairbf  !■- 
fant.  The  family,  however,  though  they  v 
*  Sec  Note  Q. 
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tile  child  to  retain  the  ornaments,  supplied  the 
poof  woman  with  food  and  comforts  to  ten  times 
their  value.  The  Indian  mother,  I  was  told, 
though  nearly  fainting  from  «xhaustion,  asked  for 
nothing  except  for  her  child  ;  and  seemed  deeply 
■Sected  when,  after  by  signs  apprizing  the  whites 
of  her  siluatiuD,  she  obtained  the  required  sus- 
tenance. 

Upon  emerging  from  this  grove  and  getting  out 
ooce  more  on  the  prairie,  I  could  distinguish  a 
solitary  horscoiaa,  followed  by  his  dog,  coming 
towards  us,  at  least  a  mile  ofT^  and  remarking, 
that  as  they  approached  us  the  distance  between 
the  man  and  his  canine  companion  increased  at  a 
very  anu!>ual  rate,  I  was  induced  to  scan  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  latter  as  he  passed  within  ritle-:ihiit 
of  our  sleigh  after  his  master  was  out  of  hail.  It 
proved  to  be  an  enormous  wolf;  and  we  actually 
tracked  the  fellow  for  eighteen  miles,  to  a  thick 
brake  on  the  banks  of  a  frozen  stream,  from  which 
he  had  first  leaped  into  the  traveller's  tracks,  and 
steadily  followed  on  in  hia  horse's  steps  to  the 
point  where  he  passed  us.  The  cowardly  rascal, 
being  hard  pushed  with  huDger,  though  he  could 
have  no  idea  of  attackhig  the  traveller  by  himself, 
had  probably  just  trudged  along  mile  after  mile 
ID  hope  of  raising  a  posse  comitatus  of  his  long- 
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haired  tirethren  along  the  road,  or  of  Bfailinf 
himself  after  nightfall  of  some  accident  that  might 
Dvertake  the  horseman,  who  was  so  unconscitiuk 
of  hia  volunteer  escort.  Had  the  man  but  turoed 
his  horse  and  run  the  wolf  a  hundred  yards,  k 
would  have  rid  himself  of  a  companion  that  d^ 
cumstances  might  possibly  have  rendered  iDota- 
venienl. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  reacbal 
the  banks  of  Rock  River,  whose  broad  and  limpid 
current  was,  of  course,  congealed  by  the  ngounnf 
winter.  The  enterprising  and  intelligent  Ktiia 
from  the  city  of  New-York,  who,  though  repeit- 
edly  driven  of!' by  the  Indians,  has  been  for  fiftm 
years  established  at  "Dixon's  Ferry,"  detuMd 
roe  some  time  at  dinner  in  expatiating  upon  ttic 
healthfulncss  of  the  adjacent  country,  and  tht 
abundance  of  fish  and  game  of  all  kinds  whidi 
frequent  the  waters  of  the  tine  stream  upon  which 
lie  resides.  The  river,  which  is  navigable  fai 
boats  of  fifty  tons  nearly  a  hundred  aiiles  uijon 
the  Mississippi,  flows  through  a  genlle  valley,  with 
the  prairie  sloping  to  its  edge  gj>on  either  fid*, 
except  when  a  group  of  bold  rocks,  fonniDg  a 
cave,  whose  entrance  has  a  perfect  Gothic  arch  of 
some  twenty  feet  hi'gU,  rear  their  su<)deti  piiinacloi 
above  tbc  farther  bonk.    Thesmoothnpftafff^Kt., 
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jaccnt  ground  is  broken  here  and  there  by  an  open 
grove  ;  while  an  occasional  thicket,  with  one  or 
two  rankiy  overgrown  alluvial  islands  in  the  river, 
must  c'onstitule  a  beautiful  landscape  in  summer. 
This  spot  was  General  Atkinson's  head-quarters 
during  the  Black-Hawk  war,  and  may  be  con- 
sidered about  the  centre  of  operations  during  the 
recent  Indian  difficulties.  A  sharp  ride  of  twelve 
miles  over  the  open  prairie  brought  us  after  dark 
to  Buffalo  Grove,  the  scene  of  some  of  the  most 
melancholy  incidents  that  attended  those  com- 
motions. 

A  party  of  four  or  five  mounted  travellers, 
bound  from  Galena  for  the  lower  country,  were 
obliged  to  pass  the  grove  on  their  route  just  after 
the  difRculties  with  the  Indianb  commenced.  They 
hid  reached  the  edge  of  the  grove,  when  one  of 
liw  number,  conceiving  that  it  might  harbour  an 
unhush,  suggested  the  expediency  of  deviating 
from  the  usual  path,  and  taking  a  somewhat  cir- 
ciiitotiB  course.  Ue  was  opposed,  however,  by 
Ml  rompanioos;  and  one  of  them,  taunting  him 
*ilh  on  unnecessary  regard  to  prudence,  spurred 
hit  iiorEC,  and  advanced  first  into  the  fatal  wuod. 
Hia  horse  could  have  made  but  a  few  bounds— I 
We  seen  his  grave,  just  within  the  edge  of  the 
—when  an  Indian  bullet  brought  him  to  the 
o  5 
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CTXjuad;  and  liis  compantoos,  whedtng  on  ihcir 
track,  for  the  present  escaped  farther  mischief- 
On  arriving  at  Dixon's  Ferry,  it  was  proposed  the 
next  day  to  return  and  bury  the  poor  feltov,  who 
had  thus  fallen  a  victim  to  his  own  rashness.  Kight 
persons,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Savary,  th*  Indian 
agent  for  the  hostile  tribes,  volunteered  upoo  the 
kind  office,  which  was  performed  without  roolffr 
tation ;  and  the  agent,  with  the  greater  pert  rf 
those  present,  then  kept  on  his  way  to  the  «ppcr 
country ;  the  rest,  among  whom  was  my  mfatm- 
ant,  returning  to  their  home  on  Rock  Uiver.  A 
confused  account  is  given  of  what  fotluwvd:  ■> 
four  of  Mr.  Savary's  party,  including  himdC 
were  slain  in  another  ambush ;  and  thow  who  **■ 
caped  by  the  speed  of  their  horses  had  but  IJttk 
opportunity,  after  the  first  surpriae,  lo  obion 
how  their  companions  met  their  fate.  It  i«  agrrtd. 
however,  that  the  unfortunate  agent,  lurainiT  it 
his  saddle  after  the  first  fire,  was  shot  in  ihr*! 
of  appealing  to  the  Indians  as  their  friend  nJ 
**  father,"  —  the  reply  being  a  disclaimer  of  Ui 
official  character,  and  the  words,  "  We  htvt  ■» 
lunger  any  white  father,"  accompanying  tbt  <Bi- 
charge  of  the  piece  who^e  bullet  piercrd  his  kf^ 
The  head  of  the  ill-futcd  gentleman,  caniHl  ^ 
by  the  Indians,  is  snid  to  have  been  afterwofd  ■** 
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and  recovered  from  the  savage  band, 
ians  fired  the  house  of  the  settler  (an  old 
New-Yorkerj  at  BuflaloGrove;  and  thehali-burnt 
dmbera  and  lonely  doorposts  contrasted  strangely, 
ss  1  viewed  them,  in  parsing,  by  the  morning  sun, 
with  the  neat  new  log-dwelling  a  few  paces  off,  in 
which  I  bad  most  comfortably  spent  the  night 
before. 

Bui  these  traces  of  savage  war  soon,  by  their 
frequency,  become  familiar. 

The  aspect  of  the  country  changes  considerably 
won  after  passing  Rock.  River.  The  prairie  is 
frequently  broken  by  sudden  ravines  ;  the  number 
of  groves  increases;  the  streams  run  more  ra- 
pidly over  their  pebbly  beds  ;  and  huge  masses  of 
crumbling  rocli  rise  like  the-  ruined  walls  of  old 
ctatlcs  along  the  mimic  vales  through  which  they 
take  their  way.  In  these  secluded  dells  a  iiumbtr 
uf  settlers  had  ventured  to  fix  themselves  along 
the  Galena  route ;  and  though  many  have  now 
returned  to  their  precarious  homes,  the  humble 
dwdlings  and  various  little  improvements  uf  others 
tematn  as  they  left  them  when  fleeing  with  their 
ramilies  before  the  dreaded  savage.  With  tlie 
appearance  of  one  of  these  cottages  I  was  struck 
FMrticularly.  The  roots  of  a  large  tree,  whose 
.  .branches  brushed  a  wall  of  rock  opposite  to  it, 
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had  caused  a  sparkling  brook  to  describe  lite  form 
of  a  horse-shoe  in  winding  through  a  suiall  alluvial 
boltom,  while  a  row  of  wild  plum-trees  across  the 
little  peninsula  thus  formed  divided  it  from  the 
rest  of  the  valley,  and  just  left  room  enough  for 
the  cabin  of  the  settler,  with  a  few  acres  for  » 
garden  around  his  door.  A  few  acres  more  alonj 
the  margin  of  the  brook  supplies  another  en- 
closure; and  the  fences  and  fixtures  (.'xhibited  i 
degree  of  care  and  arrangement  by  no  means  com- 
mon in  this  region.  But  the  exiled  owner  lud 
never  returned  to  his  tasteful  though  humbit 
home-  The  open  dour  swung  loose  upon  > 
single  hinge;  the  snow  lay  far  within  the  tbrtib- 
old  ;  and  a  solitary  raven,  perched  upon  the  roofi 
seemed  to  consider  the  abode  of  desolation  so  mucb 
his  own,  that,  heedless  of  a  Sock  of  his  brothen 
which  rose  from  some  carrion  near  as  we  ap- 
proached the  place,  he  only  moved  sideways  along 
the  rafter,  and  gave  a  sohlary  croak  as  we  drove  by. 
Approaching  Galena,  the  country  becomes  ttUl 
more  broken  and  rocky,  until  at  last  a  few  short 
hills,  here  called  "  knobs,*'  indicated  our  approadi 
to  Fever  River :  the  river  itself  at  once  became 
visible  when  we  had  wound  round  the  U&t  of  tbem 
and  got  among  the  broken  ravines  that  seam  tke 
vdeclivity,  sloping  duwn  fur  nearly  iM|hM^|H 


GALENA.  501 

margin.     Short   Budden   hills,  the   hluffa  of  ilic 

prairie  beyond,  partly  wuwied  and   partly  faced 

with   rock,  formed  the   opposite  shore  ;    while  the 

town  of  Galena  lay  scattered  along  their  broken 

"titliue,  us  if  some  giant  had  pitched  a  iiaodful  of 

houiieii  againf^t  the  hill-side,  and  the  slimy  mud 

.     (tor  which  the  streets  of  Galena  are  celebrated) 

I     hui  caused  them  (o  stick  there.     We  crossed  on 

ihr  ice,  and  I  aoi  now  once  more  in  a  frame-house. 
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Prairie  duChien,  Upper  MUsimppi,  Feb.  .^ili 
1  HAD  only  been  in  Galena  a  few  hours,  when  I 
learned  that  a  mail-carrier  waa  to  start  in  th' 
morning  for  Fort  Crawford  on  the  Upper  Mitm- 
sippi,  and  detennined  at  once  to  accompany  him ; 
deferring  an  examination  of  the  country  aFoond 
Galena  till  my  return.  It  was  about  deia 
o'clock  of  a  fine  clear  cold  day,  when  my  comftf 
non  de  voyage,  a  blulf-faced,  curly>paled  fello*. 
in  a  green  blanket  coat,  drove  up  to  the  door  in « 
better  aleigh  than  I  had  seen  on  any  of  the  poti- 
routes  beluw  ;  and  wrapping  myself  up  in  i 
couple  of  bufl'alo  rubes  and  sundry  blankeli.  1 
found  myself,  after  ascending  the  rugged  blufft 
of  Fever  River,  armed  at  all  points  to  rocountd 
the  biting  wind  which  swept  the  open  plain  be- 
yond. And  here  I  may  remark,  that  although 
the  cold  winds  in  this  prairie  country  faarr  ' 
power  that  I  had  nv  idea  of  (ill  I  tncpericnttd 
it,  yet  the  p(.<ople  dress  so  much  more  raliooiUj 
than   ihvy  do   at   the   north   on   thr   ' 
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flliat   healtli  and  even  comfort  are  but  little  in- 
tded. 

I  remember,  when  first  overtakeo  by  the  cold 
vuther  on  the  prairies,  1  was  travelling  with  a 
Diple  furred  wrapper  as  an  overcoat  and  a  pair 
I  carpet  socks  over  my  boots ;  the  last  of  which, 
from  their  clumsy  and  effeminate  appearance,  I 
long  neglected  to  put  on.  But  on  arriving  one 
night  at  a  lonely  shantee,  I  found  an  old  Indian 
trader  just  disen cumbering  himself  of  his  travel- 
ling gear,  and  the  lesson  has  not  been  readily  for- 
pMten.  His  disrobing  reminded  me  of  the  grave* 
iligger  in  Hamlet  with  his  sixteen  jackets,  (a  stale 
joke,  by  the  by,  which  is  now  rarely  practised 
upon  the  stage,)  —  and  a  man-at-arms  of  the  fif- 
teentb  century,  with  his  armour  of  plate  and 
triple  coat  of  twisted  mail,  was  not  cased  in  better 
proof  than  was  my  Indian  trader.  Among  the 
articles  of  dress  that  1  recollect,  were  a  blanket- 
Qoat  over  an  ordinary  surlout,  a  plaid  cloak  upon 
that,  and  a  buffalo  robe  trumping  the  whole ; 
while  three  pair  of  woollen  socks,  buckskin  nioc- 
eui&s,  and  long  boots  of  buffalo-skin  with  the  fur 
inside,  assisted  his  leggins  af  green  baize  in  keep- 
ing his  extremities  warm;  and  a  huge  hood  and 
visor  of  fur  set  Jack  Frost  at  defiance  should  he 
,  lasail  from  above.     1  do  not  by  any  means  mention 
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all  these  defences  as  conBtituHitg  the  ordhnrtr 
apparel  of  the  country;  for  every  one  on  llit 
fronliers  dresses  just  as  he  pleases,  nnd  whether 
he  lias  his  blankets  and  skins  niade  up  inio  cMti 
and  boots,  or  wears  them  loose  about  bis  peraoa, 
no  one  comments  upon  it.  The  utmost  frcedam 
of  dress  prevails;  and  you  may  see. the  saiiK 
person  three  days  in  succession  with  a  lefllhn 
huating-shirt,  a  surtout  of  scarlet  trooUea.  or 
a  coat  of  superfine  broadcloth  just  from  St.  Louit, 
all  worn  in  any  company  with  the  same  air  (f 
independence;  and  while  several  colours  and  («• 
tures  frequently  combine  in  the  same  dress,  ibe 
result  is  of  course  an  outrageous  violation  at  utU 
in  individual  instances,  but  great  pictures^junm 
of  cnstume  upon  the  whole:  the  very  6gaiT 
whose  apparel  is  most  obnoxious  to  the  Irwg  of 
good  taste  as  last  enacted  by  fashion,  beinj;  ofttn 
that  which,  of  all  others,  a  pointer  would  intn>- 
duce  into  a  landscape  to  relieve  its  colours,  w 
copy  for  some  romantic  charm  of  its  own. 

The  country  through  which  we  now  drotr,  * 
though  only  interspersed  here  and  there  with 
woodland,  presented  a  very  different  appearnncv 
from  tlie  open  prairie  below.  In  the  vicinity  of 
(iaiena  it  was  mucli  broken  by  rocky  ravines  kixl 
diTp  gullies,  which,   in  the  spring  of  the  yai 
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must  afford  a  ready  pssaage  for  the  water  created 
by  the  melting  of  large  bodies  of  snow ;  and  far 
a«ay  towards  the  Mississippi,  tlie  inetjualities  of 
tbv  surface  showed  like  a  distant  range  of  nioun- 
taips,  that  on  nearer  approach  resolved  themselves 
intu  three  or  four  distinct  hills,  which  again  on 
rewhiug  their  banks  proved  to  be  only  rocky 
eniiiieoces,  wf  a  few  hundred  feet  elevation  — 
tUodiog  isolated  on  the  vast  plain,  like  excres- 
cenceb  thrown  up  by  some  eruption  from  ita 
lurfnce.  Beyond  these,  again,  the  country  be- 
came beautifully  undulating;  and  when  the  warm 
light  of  sunset  glanced  along  the  tail  yellow  grass 
■  Kich  raised  ils  tapering  spears  above  the  snowy 
surface,  and  the  purple  light  of  evening  deepened 
in  the  scattered  groves  that  rested  on  its  bosom, 
ii  required  do  exercise  of  fancy  to  conceive  that 
ttiTK  were  sloping  lawns,  and  smooth  meadows, 
uid  upen  parks,  which  the  gathering  shades  of 
night  were  stealing  from  the  eye.  But  al  last, 
just  where  the  landscape  was  becoming  almost 
1  broken  to  keep  up  these  associations  of  high 
>n.'  a  distant  light  appeared  glimmering 
■  Ihc  bottom  of  a  rocky  valley;  and  slipping  and 
windering  through  the  snow  which  partially 
'■aogtlted  the  rugged  descent,  we  entered  a  small 
hamlBi  of  log-huts,  and  drove  up  to  the  door  of  a 
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frame-building,  wbi(^  proved  to  be  the  pokfe 
bouse  of  "  Mineral  Point." 

A  portly  Tennesseean,  of  Eome  six  feet  hi|li, 
recdved  ur  warmly  at  the  door,  and  hurried  de 
into  ■  room  where  a  large  fire  of  burr-oak,  anil* 
smoking  supper  of  venison  and  hot  com-calKii 
were  alike  welcome.  Half  a  dozen  minen  n 
leather  shirts  or  belted  coats  of  Kentucky  JMi* 
were  lounging  about  the  establishment ;  whik  * 
tail  backwoodsman,  in  a  fringed  hunling>Cnxk, 
was  stretched  on  several  chairs,  with  a  pipe  in  tnu 
hand,  and  the  other  resting  on  a  Pelham  novd. 
which,  with  a  volume  of  Shakspearc,  an  old  Bibb, 
and  the  "  ^V'estem  Songster,"  formed  a  pjiwiM 
beneath  his  brawny  arm.  "  Whirling  Thundi^* 
the  Winnebago  chief,  had,  as  I  was  infiald, 
just  left  the  establishment,  or  our  party  wouH 
hove  I>een  perfect.  The  old  fellow,  who,  I  pt- 
suuie,  is  superannuated,  had  been  breathing  rr- 
venge  and  slaughter  against  the  Sauks  and  f'aut< 
who,  he  says,  have  killed  a  number  of  his  trilx.  ' 
and  he  avows  a  del ernii nation  to  come  down  up« 
the  enemy  with  seven  hundred  » 


*  Tlie  nnimosiiy  existing  between  lhe»c  warlike  Uibw,  » 
would  %eem,  has  Uiely  manifesud  iuelf  benrath  ll>c  to;  f 
of  Fon  Cnwfbrd.  In  au  snide  which  mppeand  n  lt*S- 
Louis  papen,  vtluli:  ihcM   p>;«   weie   pua 
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I  believe  it  is  well  knonn  that  there  arc  not  at 
present  half  the  number  in  his  tribe,  and  they 
scJiItered  far  and  wide  on  their  hunting  expedi- 
ions.  As  it  was,  however,  I  found  the  company 
9  which  I  was  thrown  in  more  than  one  way 
iblv.  Thej  were  civil  and  conversable;  and 
I  a  cigar  was  handed  oie  by  a  welUdressed 

ntleman  engaged  in  the  mines,  who  had  sat 
upper  with  us,  I  stretched  my  legs 
Bore  the  fire,  and  soon  fell  myself  ])erfectly  at 
The  rumours  of  Indian  wars,  with  the  inci- 

«ts  in  those  alreaily  gone  by,  being  thoroughly 
discussed,  feats  of  strength  and  activity  were  next 
introduced;  whereat,  a  burly,  broad-shouldered 
prcM,  it  is  flialed,  nnder  dale  of  NovemlwT  18lh,  thai  "  T\\e 
Intbam  in  thu  vicinity  of  Prairie  du  Cliien  have  again  been 
ngiged  in  hostile  acts,  which  portend  a  aeriaus  termination. 
kpartf  of  Sauks  nnd  Faxes,  after  killing  several  Menomooes 
inGtaiit  River,  attacked  a  lodge  of  Winiwbagocaon  an  island 
draut  Ihtw  mites  above  Prairie  dii  Chien.  It  was  occupied 
n  the  tune  tiy  women  aod  childreo  only,  the  warriors  being 
ihsoil  on  a  hunting  excursion.  Suddenly  (be  Sauk  and  Fox 
ptrtjr  made  Iheir  apptarance  before  the  lodge,  fired  into  it,  to- 
ni«ha«ked  and  scalped  ten  of  Die  inmates.  But  one  of  the 
Sii^  wairriors  Ion  his  life,  and  that  was  by  the  hand  of  a  Win- 
tiebagc  bt^,  about  fideeo  years  of  age.  The  youth  was  siaiid- 
ing  at  the  door  of  the  lodge,  between  a  younger  brother  and 
tiMer,  when  two  of  the  warriors  made  llieir  appearance  and 
And  upon  them.     Recollecting  instantly  that  an  old  gun  re- 

■ined  in  ttie  lodge  loaded,  he  procured  il,  and  awaited  the 
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,  witb  a  bnd  of  bair  like  a  boat's  v^ 
jumped  on  bis  fact,  and  thaldng  the  Aap»  of  Ui 
niQgfa  kene^  dooblct  like  a  pair  or  wings,  hi 
aomtd  and  svore  that  be  could  diraw  an;  nun 
of  his  weight  in  the  mines.  "  Wby,  Bill  Arm- 
stnx^"  cried  a  litUe  old  maD,  who  I  was  auumi 
was  nesrtj  dgfacj  rean  of  age,  shaking  tbe  atho 
&oa  bi±  pipe  (be  while,  "  I  oould  douUe  up  m 
socb  fellows  as  jou  in  mj  time ;  and  I  think  u  U 
is  (ifewlj  risji^  and  odlariDg  ibe  puissant  BiU)i 
111  whip  one  of  ibem  now  far  a  treat;"  tifj 

ieninofthciee,wholMd  icMued  for  (he  piu])aaB  cfnia^ 
mg  ibfu  gaas.  As  sooa  u  the;  ■pp«aTcd  befew  Ua,  M 
IMkddibcnIfrMia  Uoaetiraea,  fired,  uxl  tU  tM^MMl 
ikNMiKh  the  Wan  of  Ut  cMnj.  lU  tben  tw»pcd  sttea- 
urat  al'  the  lodge,  OMle  In  ••;  far  ik  ri««,  swam  <  ■s' 
garc  tnfanntiaa  oC  dw  laasncw  ai  Fort  CiawfotiL  A  ie 
oduBCM  of  R«a|H  «•■  tmBedisid;  oricnd  oiii  lu  piimJuC 
lb*  mufdeitfa,  Im,  a*  Cu  u  known,  withMt  ■qtc—.  H* 
M'imiebagae*,  K  b  said,  bad  dMcnuacd  on  nrialialiM>  i^ 
(heir  wanim  were  already  ooUedini.  ILeu  fw,  t(  n  dM 
known,  are  leacljr  to  teeeiTe  Uica  i  hiTing  beea  leoMlJj  >»■ 
ing  and  eqaipptDg  tbemselraa  (ur  Ggfat.  Towards  tbe  Win^ 
bagoM  all  p»jiir3  of  ihe  Saoks  sad  Foaat  ha>«  aa  mdj«f 
haUed.  The;  view  tlieio  at  ha*iDg  been  the  CSUM,  bf  Aw 
bad  oooateU,  of  all  liir  calanilus  broughl  upon  than  bjr  tk 
lalB  Kiir,  atiU  ut  baring  acted  a  InacheTOU*  and  iabmoui  pD 
at  the  termination  of  iL  Many  circuutfiMtcei  coacni  la  aA 
It  mote  llian  proliabU,  (hat,  should  a  ooaflict  nkBtdaa^a|4t 
be  a  lonij  anil  bloody  ooc.'' 
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grappled  at  once,  and  Armstrong  good-naturedly 
allowing  the  old  man  to  put  him  down,  a  laugh 
was  raised  at  his  expense.  But  Bill  was  too 
much  a  oock  of  the  walk  to  mind  it ;  and,  striding 
op  to  the  bar,  he  called  out,  ^*  Come  here,  old 
fellow,  and  take  your  treat — you'^re  a  steam- 
boat ;  but  who  couldn^t  be  beat  by  a  fellow  that 
had  forty  years  the  advantage  of  him  !^ 

The  next  day'^s  sun  found  us,  when  a  few  hours 
high,  in  a  country  which,  though  not  a  house  was 
to  be  seen  for  miles,  I  can  only  compare,  with  its 
intermingling  of  prairies  and  groves,  rocky  ravines 
and  rapid  brooks  of  sparkling  water,  to  the  ap- 
pearance which  the  beautiful  cultivated  districts 
along  the  Hudson  would  present  if  the  fences 
and  farm-houses  were  taken  away.  Its  varied 
aspect  was  far  more  pleasing  to  my  eye  than  the 
immense  plains  of  table^land  below,  where  the 
tound  of  a  waterfall  is  never  to  be  heard,  and  a 
stone  larger  than  a  pebble  is  (unless  on  the  banks 
of  the  Illinois)  rarely  met  with.  The  soil,  indeed, 
is  not  so  rich,  but  the  country  is  unquestionably 
Qiore  healthy ;  and  though  the  climate  is  actually 
more  severe  in  winter,  yet  the  wind  is  so  much 
broken  by  the  numerous  groves  and  the  general 
inequalities  of  surface,  that  one  suffers  much 
less  from  cold.     A  great  error  is  committed  by 
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^M  govenunent  in    keepii^    the  wild   land  ot  tb 

^B  npoD  out  id  narket ;  fur  th«  patcbra  of  wool- 

^M  laad,  tboDf^  fivqtwnt,  are  not  so  duwe  aa  iIhw 

^1  befcw  ;  and  the  number  of  eroel ting- ru nuns  of 

^H  lead-ore.  vhicfa  are  scattered  over  ibe  «rkal>;  catnw 

^H  trj  between  Rode  Rirer  ood  the  Ouisconain,  ISMb 

^H  to  diaumsli  tbem  so  rapidly,  that  a  doun  ytui 

^M  hmoe  vood  eoot^  wilt  hardly  be  Irft  fv  da 

^M  ofdinarT  purposes  of  ibe  £umer.     Whatever  •»• 

^H  cures  are  adopted,  howerer — aod  1  bdicw  dMf> 

^V  ia  a  InU  in  relation  to  tbne  lands  now  pcodfaif  n 

Co^ress — the  pre-emptioa  rights  of  (be  firt 
mnIob  should  be  secured  in  tbe  most  libenl  Mfr 
ner.  Their  sufferiDgs  from  three  lodiao  an* 
within  ten  years,  *od  their  eodunuiee  of  noj 
risk  and  privatton,  are  almost  incredible;  a4 
con^jdering  that  it  will  udie  tbem  some  timeaia 
to  recover  ftom  tbe  last  affair  of  BIack>Ba«k 
gavemnwnt  ought  to  give  them  several  ym^ 
credit ;  but  the  early  sale  of  the  lands  I  belir** 
to  be  indispensable  to  the  future  welfare  of  oat 
of  tbe  finest  regitms  in  tbe  world.  The  truth  ik 
thai  no  smelting  should  he  done  i»  the  intefior- 
but  the  mineral  should  be  transported  la  potnli 
where  fuel  is  more  abundant,  and  the  timber  Du* 
growing  upon  the  spot  left  for  the  use  of  lb 
farmers  and  (he  mJn«n^  to  wfaoBl  it 
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Ue  for  the  prosecution  of  their  labours.  Such 
will  hardly  be  the  case  until  a  property  in  lands 
IS  established,  and  individuals  are  no  longer  per- 
mitted to  sweep  grove  after  grove  from  the  Boil, 
till  the  country  begins  to  assimilate  in  some 
\iaen  to  those  leafless  tracts  in  Illinois,  which 
will  probably  remain  unsettled  prairie  for  a  cen- 
tury to  come. 

I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  bold  life 
which  these  miners  have  long  led — the  chief  dan- 
gm  of  which,  it  is  presumed,  are  now  over — by 
ob«rving  a  strong  block-house  erected  among  a 
duster  of  smalt  shantees,  where  two  brothers  lived, 
whh  whom  we  stopped  to  take  some  refreshment 
)t  noon.  They  were  miners  and  farmers  together ; 
snd  carrying  on  their  business  remote  from  any 
other  house  or  settlement,  they  probably  sent  the 
mineral  and  vegetable  productions  of  their  favoured 
nil  to  market  at  Galena  in  the  same  car.  They 
hul  struck  the  vein  of  ore  which  they  were  work- 
ing, in  badger-hunting — the  habits  of  that  animal 
being  of  great  assistance  to  the  miner  in  exploring 
for  mineral.  I  saw  at  the  same  place  a  iine  dog 
itrribly  gored  by  a  wild  boar — the  descendant  of 
dtc  domestic  hog,  which  runs  wild  in  this  region, 
■od  totnetimes  makes  a  good  hunt. 

Our  route  hither,  which  was  by  no  means  direct, 
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carried  us  through  a  broken  savage  country,  where 
a  thousand  clear  streams  seemed  to  have  their  birth 
among  the  rocks,  singing  away,  though  the  earth 
was  wrapped  • 

"In  sap-consuming  winter's  drizzled  snow/' 

as  if  the  leaves  of  June  quivered  over  their  crystal 
currents.      At  one  time  these  crisped  fountaiu 
were  the  only  objects  that  gave  life  to  a  buftt 
forest   through  which  we  rode,  where  the  tiDf 
branchless,  and  charred  trees  stood  motionlesi  on 
the  steep  hill-side,  or  lay  in  wild  disorder  as  tbej 
had  tumbled  from  the  rocky  heights  into  a  ravine 
below.  Emerging  from  this  desolate  region,  where 
the  tracks  of  bears  and  other  wild  animals  were  to 
be  seen  on  every  side,  we  launched  out  on  one  of 
the  loveliest  prairies  I  ever  beheld.     It  was  about 
a  mile  wide,  and  not  more  than  four  or  five  in 
length,  and  smooth  as  a  billiard-table,  with  two 
small  islets  of  wood  in  the  centre.     Our  horses, 
which  had  seemed  almost  fagged  out  while  slip- 
ping and  stumbling  among  the  rocks  and  fallen 
trees  in  the  timbered  land,  now  pricked  up  their 
cars  and  snorted  with  animation  as  they  made  our 
light  sleigh  skim  over  the  smooth  plain. 

It  was  afternoon  on  the  third  day  after  leaving 
Galena,  that  on  descending  an  abrupt  sieppe  of 
about  fifty  yards,  we  came  to  a  small  tributary  of 
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coDsiii,  winding  through  a  narrow  valley 

Fdlowing  down  the  slender  rill,  whose 

r  '^xhiliited  no  shrubbery  save  a  few  dwarf 

"i.  we  crossed  a  wooded  bottom,  where  the 

rasa  among  the  trees  shot  above  the  snow  to 

!ght  of  our  horses^  shoulders,  and  reached 

i  the  Ouisconsin,  where  the  stream  might  be 

:A  quarter  of  a  mile  wide.     After  trying  the 

i  several  places  with  long  poles,  we  ventured 

i^t  to  cross;  and,  scaling  a  bold  bluff  at  the 

isite  nde,  paused  a  moment  at  a  trading-house, 

jd  by  a  Frenchman,  to  let  our  horses  blow. 

•laad  of  Winnebagoes  were  standing  at  the 

r ;  and  as  they  were  all  in  mourning  for  some 

^ndy-deceased  relations,*  their  broad  blunt  fea^ 

«%  blackened  as  they  were,  made  them  look 

eEbttentots.     A  ride  of  six  miles,  through  a 

^  lolling  prairie  interspersed  with  open  groves 

■  oak*  brought  us  at  last  in  view  of  the  bluffs  of 

dt -Upper  Mississippi,  rising  in  rocky  masses  to 

iie  heiglit  of  four  or  five  hundred  feet  above  the 

4lof  that  beautiful  river,  whose  iron-bound  banks 

<ld  gentle  crystalline  current  bear  but  little  af- 

Itfty  to  the  marshy  shores  and  turbid  tide  which 

'ke  distinguished  by  the  same  name,  after  the  Mis- 

"ttari  gives  a  new  character  to  its  waters.     Never 

•  See  Note  R. 
VOU  L  P 
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shall  I  forget  the  first  view  of  **  The  Father  of 
Rivers,'^  as  a  reach  of  several  miles-^shut  in,  partly 
by  its  own  bluffs,  and  partly  by  those  of  the  Ouis- 
consin,  with  its  numerous  islets  smiling  in  the 
light  of  the  setting  sun  —  stretched  like  some 
comely  lake  of  the  west  before  my  eye.  It  wv 
girdled,  apparently,  by  inaccessible  cliffs  on  time 
sides,  and  fringed  by  a  broad  meadow,  which,  is 
its  turn,  was  bounded  and  sheltered  by  lofty  hhh, 
on  the  fourth.  That  meadow  lay  now  beneath  wt, 
and  it  was  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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Note  A. — Page  55. 

The  stoiy  of  Adam  Poe*8  desperate  encounter  with  two  In- 
dmns,  w  told  in  «  Metcalfs  Indian  Warfare  of  the  West/*  is 
one  of  the  most  characteristiG  traditions  of  the  Ohio. 

It  wai  about  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  that  a  party  of  six 
or  seven  Wyandot  Indians  crossed  over  to  the  south  side  of  the 
Ohio  River,  fifty  miles  below  Pittsburg,  and  in  their  hostile 
excuruons  among  the  early  settlers  killed  an  old  man  whom 
they  found  alone  in  one  of  the  houses  which  they  plundered. 
The  news  soon  spread  among  the  white  people ;  seven  or  eight 
of  whom  seized  their  rifles  and  pursued  the  marauders.  In 
this  party  were  two  brothers,  named  Adam  and  Andrew  Foe, 
strong  and  active  men,  and  much  respected  in  the  settlement. 
They  followed  up  the  chase  all  night,  and  in  the  morning  found 
themselves,  as  they  expected,  upon  the  right  track.  The  In- 
dians oould  now  be  easily  followed  by  their  traces  on  the  dew. 
The  print  of  one  very  large  foot  was  seeu,  and  it  was  thus 
known  that  a  famous  Indian  of  uncommon  size  and  strength 
must  be  of  the  party.  The  track  led  to  the  river.  The  whites 
followed  it  directly,  Adam  Poe  excepted;  who,  fearing  that 
they  might  be  taken  by  surprise,  broke  off  from  the  rest.  His 
intention  was  to  creep  along  the  edge  of  the  bank  under  cover 
of  the  trees  and  bushes,  and  to  fall  upon  the  savages  so  suddenly 
that  he  might  get  them  between  his  own  fire  and  that  of  his 
companions.  At  the  point  where  he  suspected  they  were,  he 
saw  the  rafts  which  they  were  accustomed  to  push  before  them 
when  they  swam  the  river,  and  on  which  they  placed  theii* 
blanketSy  tomahawks,  and  guns.    The  Indians  themselves  he 
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cmld  OE>t  tec,  ud  >W  obliged  lo  go  T«<tt]r  dam  ib>  bid« 
^KtbotM  ifcem.  Aa  !••  tWaceddtil  with  fan  nfc  cacM,te 
itkoeimd  two— th«  MWluUed  luge  In^M  indajwilttf  — 
iTTinlrrt  fmoi  ihr  nthrnii  anii  hniAmr  ihrir  nln  ilwi  riirM 
K  ilinr  hftnds.  Be  took  urn  U  the  krg*  ont.  but  Ut  Hk 
»affed  oitlKail  p*uig  ibc  iolcudtd  fir«^  TW  lodM*  IMMd 
mnulj  M  Ike  Muod ;  Po*  wa*  im  Mat  ilwn  to  wWl.  «< 


tlMfcoi  OB  kit  fatCMt,  mkI  Ihe  im^  M>e  bf  iknarinf  U  «■ 
ivB^fciiMeL:  A^rilfcUi08»tlKr.bdtPo»«winyjiM« 

■mB  c— ,  >» ■  »c>d  tpafaa  fcj  hn  kito^-mnft,  rit]iprihli 
a«k  iMMirfTlw'i  iMilinnr.  ■■!!  ran  lo  the  oft  r«r*NHalB«b 
Ik  hv  U4n  at  thB  MOOMM  il««  hb  mm  abM  AA 


Mk^  te  Mrf  te  fart,  M-l.  by  k  fipi 


aHHir 


(iMd.    Ai*n,*t 


■•<  ippMdM  ««■(  OMMMljr .  wra(  iaa  MM  up  aad  *M 
«*  MMk  UaM*  la  4hmi«  Pm  «  to  4w  M»ht  vhMh  aw  ta> 
i^adtobttori^fctoL    Pa^W»MM.— **»ii>iliMi 

•  ^M  kto  MM  «A  a  HatodnUe  wmkI.  daa^  aaa^  b 
wnftekMaafiJjiad— i^^aaMrfkahMd.  !•«■ 
««M^««rdtewri«»««faataAM,Md  toek>  laatiaa 


St 

E  eniaed.  The  bank  wns  slippery,  and  they  felt  iiiio 
r,  when  Mch  ilrove  lo  drown  ihe  olher.  Their  elForls 
I  doubilul,  each  altetnaielj  under  and  hall- 
oed; uinil  Poe,  forlunalely,  ^>is|)ecl  with  his  unbounded 
e  tuft  of  hair  upon  ihe  scalp  o(  the  Indian,  and  forced 
hi* head  iato  the  wBler.  'Piis  appeared  to  be  decisive  of  his 
bit,  to*  Mxin  he  nunifestcd  all  the  lymploms  of  a  droWDinK 
■AabcvildeKd  in  tltemanient  of  death.  Poe  relaxed  his  hold, 
I  ducoreml  loo  late  the  stratagem.  Tlie  Indian  was  in- 
Mlp  upon  his  feel  agaiu,  and  engaged  anew  in  the  fierce  con- 
liilar  rictory  and  life.  They  were  naturally  carried  farther 
e  Mream,  and  the  curreal  becoming;  stronger,  bore  ihcm 
d  th«r  depth.  They  were  now  compelled  to  loosen  their 
d  npoD  each  olher,  and  lo  swim  for  mutual  safcry.  Both 
it  tlie  shore  lo  seize  a  gun  ;  but  the  Indian  was  the  hesi 
a,  and  gained  it  first.  Poe  then  turned  immediately 
0  avoid  a  greater  danger;  meaning  to  dive, 
If  pomiMe,  to  esnpe  the  fire.  Fortunately  for  liim,  the  Indian 
cogbt  Qp  the  nfle  which  had  beeu  discharged  into  the  breast 
of  (he  sDuLler  savage.  At  this  critical  juncture  Poe's  brother 
Audre*  pi«»eDied  himself.  He  had  just  left  the  paity  who 
had  tnen  m  pursuit  of  (he  other  Indians,  and  who  had  killed 
(il  but  one  of  them  at  the  expense  of  Ihe  lives  of  three  oflheir 
own  aombei.  He  had  heard  that  Adam  was  in  great  peril,  and 
iiaae  in  a  fight  with  Iwo  a^inst  him  ;  for  one  of  the  whites 
tiad  nistaken  Aduni  in  the  water  w4th  his  bloody  hand  for  a 
■oiudeil  Indian,  and  fired  a  ballet  into  his  shoulder.  Adam 
now  cried  out  to  his  brother  to  kill  the  big  Indian  on  the  shore; 
kit  Andrew's  gun  liad  Uieo  discharged,  and  was  not  again 
IumM.  Tlie  contest  was  now  between  the  snvage  and  Andrew. 
£aeh  Uboared  to  load  his  rifle  first.  The  Indian,  aAer  pulling 
in  hi*  powder,  and  hurrying  his  motions  to  force  down  the  ball, 
die*  out  bis  ramrod  willi  such  violence  as  to  throw  il  some 
D  the  w:iter.     While  he  ran  to  pick  it  up,  Andrew 
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gniued  an  advantage,  as  the  Indian  bail  still  to  r 
home.  But  a  hair  would  hare  turned  the  «en)e ;  fof  A 
was  juit  raiiiriK  his  gun  to  hij  eye  vith  uDemng  ■. 
received  tlie  hlal  ftre  of  tli?  backwoodsman.  Andres  Mb 
jumped  into  the  rirer  to  assist  his  wiiuiuled  biMlitir  j»  fc 
ihorp ;  but  Adam,  thinking  loore  of  canying  the  bif  Ja^M 
home  ai  a  irojihy,  than  of  bis  own  wounds,  oi^d  AuihiPfc 
go  back  and  prevent  tbe  struggling  saragc  Irofa  Tolliof  ImmV 
into  the  current  and  escaping.  Andrew,  hownv,  mtt  Mn 
solicitous  for  the  fete  of  Adam  to  allow  him  to  obe]';  and  tb> 
bigh-souled  W]>aDdot,  jeaioiii  of  his  honour  u  >  waniin,  ■•>• 
in  death,  and  knowing  wall  the  imentian  of  his  wtati  ^fr 
qu^rois,  succeeded  m  retaining  life  and  action  l«af  aiM^a 
reach  the  current,  by  which  his  deul  bod]'  wks  twtpktK^ 
beyond  the  chance  of  pursuit. 

[The  abote  account  is  abridged  from  the  tnmtiie  gin  a 
the  intftesling  compilation  pab1ish«<d  in  early  life  hy  Dt 
Samuel  L.  Melcalf ;  tinc«  belter  known  as  the  ingniMM  i» 
ihor  of  "  A  New  ThMry  of  Magnetism,"  "  Moleoilar  Anns- 
tions,'"  &c.  The  work  is  believed  to  be  out  of  ptiot ;  aal  a  ■ 
a  siibjecl  ofregret  llial  Dr.  M.,  who  was  bent  amo^  ib 
scenes  celebrated  in  titese  wild  nnmiliTea,  eanuM  fbd  ttH> 
amid  his  giaTcr  resrarchea  to  give  bis  youUifnl  ppMinw  > 
a  new  dresi  to  llie  world.J 

Noit  Ik— Pugeoa. 

Colonel  James  Smith,  of  tlie  piwrineial  torwrt,  who  ■*■  ■ 
[ifisoncr  in  Fort  Du  Quesne  at  ihe  time,  asid  hv  Uw  MtK^ 
party  march  out  In  Uniddoek's  Field,  estimatti  Ihefr  vmdm 
at  evi-n  less.  Tlie  fullowiiig  is  his  a«cotint  (as 
1709)  of  what  passed  in  the  Fort  immedialaly 
subsequvnl  to  ihr  coiillid, 

"On  ilie  mh  day  of  July  iTSfl,  I  heaid  a  great  ■>*  wM 


As  1  could  ihKM 


'ilk  with  a  staff  in  my  liai 


out  of  ibe  doot,  «rbich  was  jual  by  the  wall  of  the  Fort,  and 
Hood  apon  the  vaU,  and  viewed  the  Indians  in  a  huddle  bttloie 
ibe  faie,  where  were  barreii  i>f  powder,  bullets,  flinls,  Uc.,  and 
eittiy  cae  taking  what  suited :  I  saw  the  Indians  also  manJi 
(f  m  rank  enure  ;  likewise  the  French,  Canadians,  and  aome 
nfolftn.  After  viewing  the  Indiani  and  French  in  differeot 
poutuiui,  1  compuled  them  to  be  about  lour  hundred,  and  won- 
docd  liiai  they  aitempied  lo  go  out  againsi  Braddock  with  so 
maM  •  pwty*  1  wu  uben  in  high  hopes  ihol  I  would  soon  see 
■boM  Bying  before  llie  British  troops,  and  that  General  Brad- 
4aek  vMuld  lake  the  Fort  and  rescue  me.  I  rem'^itued  unxiou: 
lo  know  the  event  of  iba  day  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  i  again 
olMETied  a  gteal  noise  and  commoiion  in  the  Fort ;  and  though 
M  riiat  tune  i  could  not  undenland  much,  yet  1  found  that  it 
w^  ihe  TOice  of  Joy  and  triumph,  and  found  that  tliey  had  le- 
«encd  ynbal  I  called  bad  news.  I  had  observed  some  of  the 
•Id  country  soldiers  speak  Dutch ;  and  as  I  spoke  Dutch,  1 
mnl  Eo  one  of  them  and  aaked  him  what  wus  the  news,  tie 
vM  tne  that  a  runner  bad  just  arrived,  who  said  that  Braddoek 
would  certainly  be  defeated ;  that  the  Indians  and  French  had 
•itraanded  htm,  and  were  concealed  beliind  trees  and  in  gvl- 
het,  and  kepi  a  constant  fire  upon  tlie  English,  and  that  they 
Mwthe  English  falling  in  heaps  :  and  if  they  did  not  take  the 
ntnr,  whicli  was  the  only  ^p,  and  make  their  escape,  there 
vould  not  be  one  man  left  alive  before  sunset.  Some  time 
ifier  thii  I  beard  a  company  of  Indians  and  French  coming  in; 
I  obserred  thai  they  had  a  great  many  bloody  scalps,  givnii- 
diem'  caps,  British  canteens,  bayon«Is,  &c.,  with  them.  They 
btougbi  the  news  that  Braddock  was  defeated.  After  thai, 
aaeAcr  company  came  id,  which  appeared  to  be  about  one 
kmdred,  aud  chiefly  Indians  ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  tliat  almost 
etery  one  of  this  company  was  carrying  scalps  !  after  this  came 
■nodief  company,  with  a  number  of  wnKgon-horses,  and  also  a 
great  many  scalps.    Thoie  diat  were  coming  in  and  tlio!>e  thai 
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had  arrived  kepi  a  conslant  {iring  of  (malL-anua,  «im1  4j 
gi«at  gum  ID  ihe  Fort,  which  were  accompanied  wiih  tl 
hideous  shouU  and  ]>ell9  from  all  qturtGn,  so  ihit  it  sppetiad 
to  me  aj  if  tbe  iiirerod  regions  had  broken  Ioom.  A.bou  •>»• 
Kl  I  b«beld  a  small  parly  coming  io  with  about  a  doiMi  pa- 
sooen,  stripped  naked,  with  their  haodi  tied  Whiad  ikw 
backs,  and  their  Taces  and  pait  of  their  bodies  blacked,  TWt) 
prisoners  they  burnt  to  death  on  the  banks  of  the  Alleghvi; 
Rirer,  opposite  to  the  Fort.  I  stood  on  the  Fott  nail  timil  I 
beheld  them  begin  to  burn  one  of  these  men.  They  had  nal 
him  to  a  slake,  and  kept  touching  him  with  firebiaodc,  nd-liM 
irons,  be.,  and  he  screaming  in  a  most  doieAil  nutiiMt)  ihi 
Indians  in  the  mean  lime  gelling  like  infernaj  spirits.  A*  ikif 
scene  appealed  loo  shocking  for  me  to  behold,  I  r 
my  lodging  botb  loie  and  lOrry.'' — A  N'lmlivt  u^lA 
imirkable  Occurrenect  in  lAe  Life  and  Travtlt  of  C 
SmUh,  during  hii  Captivilj/  amoHg  tkc  tndiittu,  Jrom  C 
ITSi  uri(i/l759. 

Note  Q.—Pagr  130. 

It  tvaa  in  this  battle  thai  the  noble  Tecumseh  fcU— 
It  fxt  supposed,  by  a  pistol-shot  from  Col.  John 
Thatcher's  Indian  Biography  has  Dot  already  mode  t 
familiar  with  tbe  career  of  this  famous  savage,  be  ia  n 
Mr.  Schoolcraft's  Travels,  where  an  authentic  aoooualoTH^ 
cumseh,  interspersed  with  many  chftraclcrulic  attecdoM,  «iB 
be  found.  There  is  alto  a  succinct  biographical  akcldi  ^ 
III  the  Encyclopiedia  Americana,  which  cpncludci  by  n 
up  his  qualities  as  follows  : — 

"  Tecumseh  was  a  lematkable  man,  titled  fur  obu 
lieu  both  in  peace  and  war.     His  eloquence  osa  « 
powerful.     He  was  sagacious  in  eootrivuig  and  acog 
Ins  objects,  and  byliis  address  obtained  an  unhinit«d  ii 
o»«r  his  savage  brethren.     Throughout  life  he  wa*  4 
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a  habiu  of  ternperance  and  adlierence  lo  truth.  IIi:  fas 
KkAnlcresled,  generous,  hospitable,  and  humane.  He  married 
|:tt'-a  BMture  age,  in  consequence  of  the  perauaaions  of  hi* 
,  and  lefl  one  child.  Id  penon  he  waa  about  live  feel 
BA  inches  high,  irith  hanJsame  features,  a  sj^mmetrlcal  and 
powerfttl  frame,  and  aa  air  of  dignity  and  defiaace." 

Note  D.— Poge  162. 
"  The  Ottawas  say  that  (here  are  two  great  Beings  that  rule 
and  gmrern  the  universe,  who  are  al  war  with  each  other  i  the 
one  ihey  call  Manela,  and  the  other  Matc/if-Mamln.  They  «ay 
thai  H>n«to  is  all  kindness  and  love,  and  that  Malche-Manelo 
It  an  evil  gpirit  that  delights  In  doi  ng  mischief ;  and  some  of 
iheia  think  that  they  are  equal  in  power,  and  therefore  worsliip 
the  c*il  spirit  out  of  a  principle  of  fear.  Others  doubt  which 
of  (be  two  may  be  the  most  powerful,  and  therefore  endeavour 
l»  fc«ep  in  favour  with  both,  by  giving  each  of  them  some  kind 
of  wonhip.  Others  say  that  Maueto  is  the  tint  great  cause, 
■fid  therefore  must  be  all-powerful  and  supreme,  and  ought  lo 
be  kdoted  and  worahipped ;  whereas  Malche-Maneto  ought  lo 
beiqectedand  despised," — Cat.  Smilli'i  Nanatitie. 

NttTE  E.—Pagt  198. 
"He  Pottawattamies,  whose  name,  as  sounded  by  tliem- 
wives,  is  Pa-ta-wtt-to-iui,  (in  tiieir  language, '  We  are  making 
FtR*,)— Appear  to  be  connected,  not  only  by  language,  but  also 
by  their  maonen,  customs,  and  opinions,  wiili  the  numerous 
taticna  of  Algonquin  origin.  •  •  •  •  •  * 
Ilieir  notions  of  religion  appear  lo  be  of  the  most  simple  kind 
— Ihcy  believe  in  the  existence  of  an  only  Ood,  whom  they  terra 
KMha-ManetD,  or  Great  Spirit.  Kasha  means  great,  and  Mu- 
■MMan  irmtstible  b«!ing.  The  epithet  of  Kasha  is  never  ap- 
tilittf  to  any  other  word  but  u  cautiecleil  nitb  the  Supreme 
Btt,.-  ,.v--i.H,.   I       ,.,„.,„,,,„,„,»■. .r,.c 
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[Here,  wiih  a  more  minute  iccoum  of  the  usages  oTihu 
tribe,  ToUows  an  exaTninalion  of  the  charge  of  fmiutadn 
brought  i^pinht  Ihe  Potlawattwnies  by  numerous  trarellen.} 

"  The  Poltawaltamies  liii*G  >  number  orwar-«oagi,  fofimd 
for  the  most  part  of  one  or  tvra  id«i9,  expressed  in  •Aton  ud 
forcible  sentences,  whicli  Ihey  repeat  over  and  orer  in  i  tD> 
tiumming  bind  of  tune,  crbich  to  our  ears  appeared  very  no- 
iiolonous:  ihey  have  no  lote-songs;  ihe  business  of  tiegiii; 
(among  them')  being  almtyt  connected  with  naHike  araeatians- 
Kinging  is  always  attended  by  the  dance.  The  oolj  n 
iniiTuineciU  vhich  tliey  use  are  Ihe  drum,  rattle,  and  ■  kind  el 
J/ageoitt.  Tbeir  games  are  numerous  and  diverstiiM]  ;  tbry  It- 
semble  many  of  those  Icdowu  Iu  clriliied  men — am 
nastic  exercises,  btttlledoFe,  pitching  the  bnt,  ball,  I 
cup-ball,  for  vrhicli  they  use  the  spur  of  the  deer  wilh  a  ibiq 
attached  to  il. 

"  The  Poitairatiaaiies  are,  for  the  most  pari,  waU-pmpn- 
lioned  ;  about  five  feet  eight  iiichea  in  height; 
much  muscular  strength  in  the  arm,  bul  rather  wvtk  in  the 
back,  with  a  strong  neck  ;  endowed  with  conslderahl*  tg^J  ' 

{The  above  ii  from  Major  Long's  Second  Expeditim,  pe- 
formedby  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  1833.  TbinuniW 
of  the  Pollanaltamies  wai  then  estimaled  nt  ainut  3000.] 

According  to  the  iiifomntiou  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  "ihtn*- 
Uwattamies  believe  that  they  came  from  the  Ticiaily  iftti 
Sauli  de  St.  Marie,  nhere  they  presume  that  they  w«i«  a^lt 
A  singalar  belief  which  they  etilerlaia  is,  tiiat  (Iw  Mull  ef  ti 
departed  hare,  on  iheir  WEiy  to  llie  great  prairiei  to  cratalBr 
stream,  over  which  a  log  it  placed  as  a  bridge,  but  tM  ilk* 
in  such  constant  aKitalion  that  none  but  the  ipiiiisof  giMda" 
can  pss  over  it  in  safely  ;  while  those  of  ihe  bad  (tip  Ihaallt 
log  into  the  water,  and  tn  never  after  beard  of.  This  i^ 
maiion  tlicy  ptclend  to  have  had  revealed  to  them  byaM  i* 

•  It  li  Mbtnrln,  mi  Iniii,  vltb  ilia  Oitaau,  CUyrevH,  ai 
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l^r  aocetlora,  who,  being  dead,  travelled  to  the  edge  of  ihe 
Jkeora,  but,  nol  likiog  tt>  veuiute  on  tlie  log,  determined  to  re- 
iMm  to  the  land  of  ths  living;  wljich  purpose  he  effected, 
^ving  been  seen  once  more  among  hii  frietida  two  days  after 
|p  reputed  death.  He  informed  tUem  of  what  he  bad  ob- 
jlprred,  and  furlliei  told  tliem  that,  while  on  the  verge  of  the 
ftream,  lie  liad  beard  ilie  sounds  of  ihe  drum,  lo  tlie  beal  of 

grtiidi  the  bletaed  were  daiiciug  on  the  opposite  prairie." 

^grnlm  i^  on  Etpeditiun  to  Ihe  Source  of  St.  Ptttr'i  Jiivcr, 
^.  If.  U.  Kealias.  A.M..  ^c. 

NolE  Y.—Pagt  IBS. 

1^"  In  descending  the  Unlonagon  Ilivcr,  which  fiiDa  into  Lake 

^Bferior,  our  Indian  guides  slopped  on  ilie  easi  side  of  ilje 

tltr  U>  examine  a  bear-fall  that  had  been  previously  set,  and 

■bk  overjoyed  to  find  a  large  bear  entrapped.     As  It  was  no 

IpaU  disiauce  from  the  river,  we  all  landed  to  enjoy  the  sight. 

Hie  aaiinal  tat  upon  bis  fore-paws,  facing  us,  the  hinder  paws 

beuig  pressed  to  the  ground  by  a  heavy  weight  of  logs,  which 

hail  been  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  (o  allow  the  bear  tu 

creep  under ;  and  when,  by  seizing  the  bail,  he  had  iprung  the 

trap,  fae  could  uot  extricate  himself,  although  with  his  fore-paws 

tie  bad  demobsbed  apart  of  the  work.    AAer  viewing  him  lot 

_saiie  lime,  a  ball  was  fired  ihrougli  his  head,  hut  did  nol  kill 

^^^m.     The  bear  kept  bis  position,  and  seemed  to  growl  in  dc- 

H|||tiice.    A  second  ball  was  aimed  at  ihe  bean,  and  look  elTecl ; 

I^JM  he  did  not  leiign  the  contest  immediately,  aud  was  at  last 

despatched  with  an  axe.     As  soon  as  the  bear  fell,  one  of  the 

JudiatM  walked  up,  and  addressing  hitn  by  the  name  of  Muck- 

wili,  shook  him  by  the  pan  with  a  smiling  countenance,  saying, 

^Ufa  the  Indian  language,  be  was  sorry  he  had  been  under  llie 

^^Mpcui^  of  killing  him,  and  hoped  liial  the  offtnce  would  be 

^■hnven,  particularly  ai  Long  Knile  (an  AmencanJ  had  Ared 

^be  oflhe  balb."— Sc/wu/crWl's  J^mrital. 


Sfise 
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i(M[)|«a    ..  Note  C— Page  200. 

"TTie  OtUwas  have  a  very  useful  kind  of  b 
carry  wiili  ihem,  made  or  Q.agi  platted  and  sdiched  together  in 
a  very  artful  manner,  so  as  to  turn  rain  or  wind  well.  faA 
mat  is  made  fifteen  feel  long,  and  about  five  broad.  In  order 
10  erect  this  kind  of  teot,  ibey  cut  a  number  of  long  itnlgU 
poles,  which  they  drive  in  the  ground  in  the  form  of  a  cirdc, 
leaning  inwards;  then  they  spread  the  mati  on  thi^se  pabt. 
beginning  at  the  bottom  and  eilending  up,  leaving  only 
a  hole  in  tlie  top  uncovered,  and  this  hole  uiswien  ihe  pbce 
of  a  chimney.  They  make  a  fire  of  dry  iplit  wood  in  lit 
middle,  and  spread  down  bark-mats  and  skins  for  bntditif.  oa 
nhich  they  sleep  in  a,  crooked  poature  all  rouad  the  fire,  n  ih* 
length  of  their  beds  will  not  admit  of  their  alretduog  thoft- 
selves.  In  pkce  of  a  door,  ihey  lift  up  one  toA  of  a  nun,  tai 
creep  in  and  lei  the  mat  fall  down  behind  them.  These  vnD 
ace  wurm  and  dty,  and  tolerably  clear  of  smoke.  Thetrlidtir 
they  keep  under  birch-bark  canoes,  which  they  eairy  o 
turn  up  for  a  shelter,  when  ihey  keep  everythiog  ( 
rain.  Kolliing  is  i 
ding," — Col.  Smith't  Kamiim 


J  but  themaelves  anil 


Note  n.—Pagtm. 
"  Tie  Carey  Mission-house,  so  designated  In  h 
late  Mr.  Care),  the  indefatigable  apostle  of  India,  i»  d 
withm  about  a  mile  of  the  river,  and  Iwenly-five  mile*  [bfit 
above  its  raouih.  The  ground  upon  which  it  is 
of  an  ancient  and  extensive  Pottawatlami  tilla^,  now  no  loofff 
in  existence.  The  establishment  was  instituted  by  the  fi^ta* 
Mistionaiy  Society  in  Washington,  and  is  under  liic  »ii]i«ris- 
tendence  of  the  Rev.  Mr,  M'Coy  ;  a  man  whom,  ^utn  all  tW 
reports  we  heard  of  htm,  we  should  consider  oi  very  emowillT 
qualified  for  the  important  trust  commirted  to  htm.  The  fJn 
■idoptcd  in  the  ichuol  proposrs  to  unite  a  pcacuonl  wilk  n  or 


lelight.     The  system  being  well   regulated,  they  tind 
r  everything,  not  only  for  study  and  labour,  but  also  for 
It  recreation,  in  which  they  are  encouraged  to  indulge. 
dales  zeoeive  in  the  school  the  same  instruction  which  is 
>  the  bojfs ;  and  are,  in  addition  to  this,  taught  spinning, 
gf  aod  sewing  (jbocb  plain  and  ornamental).    Iliey  were  . 
g|p«w«ff  to  embroider— an  occupation  which  may  bj. 
i^coa^dared  aa.  unsuitable  to  the  situation  which  they 
liaed  10  bold  in  life,  bat  which  appears  to  us  to  be  very  . 
oaly  used  as  a  reward  and  stimulus :  it  encourages  their 
id  natural  talent  for  imitatioui  which  is  yery  great ;  and, 
Aing  tbem  thai  occupation  may  be  connected  with 
■cot,  prevents  their  relapsing  into  indolence.    They  are 
•  made  to  attend  to  the  pursuits  of  the  dairy ;  such  as 
Ikiog  of  oowB,  churning  of  milk,  &c.   The  establishment 
mM  to  be  opened  for  children  from  seven  to  fourteen  . 
lid ;  they  very  properly  receive  them  at  a  much  earlier 
id  even — where  a  great  desire  of  learning  was  manifested 
v  persons  have  been  admitted.    All  appear  to  be  very 
p^aod  to  make  as  rapid  progress  as  white  children  of  the  . 
iga  woald  make*    Their  principal  excellence  rests  ip 
«#  imitation ;  they  write  astonishingly  well,  and  many 
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United  Stales,  for  ihe  support  of  ■  leicbci 
cotdin;;  lo  the  condilioDs  of  ibe  treaty 
1 831 ,  by  Governor  Caas  and  Mr,  Sibley, 
pnrl  of  the  United  Slates," 


(The  above  interesting  acconnl  of  the  Carey  MiM 
abridged  from  that  given  intlie  narrative  of  Long's 
The  time  that  has  elapsed  since  il  originally  appeared  taf  «f 
course  (limmished  its  present  value  ;  but  the  auihot  noihaniif 
had  an  opportunity  of  visiting  the  esiabliihment.  and  imhtf. 
from  all  the  inquiries  he  could  inalce  regnrditig  il,  ilial  tke  iv 
stitulion  ii  sustaining  itself  efficiently  upon  Ihe  jiIbh  abm*  de- 
tailed, lie  has  thought  that  it  would  be  more  ralishcujiy  Mttr 
reader  to  have  tli is  compendium  of  an  alfieia)  report  ai  tha  Ap- 
pendix, tlian  lo  dnell  iipon  any  hranay  informaiton  mtuA  k 
loighi  have  supplied  in  tlie  text.] 

Note  l.—Pagci2t. 
"  Tbey  made  Iheiiwinter  cabins  in  the  fotlowiug  himtm 
cut  logs  about  (jdecn  feel  long,  and  laid  ihfM  Ic^  upgaari 
other,  and  drove  posts  in  the  grouiid  at  each  eiKJ,  lo  kaa^lha 
together;  the  posts  they  tied  together  at  tb*  top  with  b*Hi;a' 
by  ihiE  means  raised  •  wall  6(ie«i  feet  km;  and  bImmI  tm 
feet  high,  and  in  the  same  manner  llwy  laiwd  uwlberadlCf 
poiite  to  tlii<  at  about  twelve  feel  distance  :  dwn  ihqi  dnn 
forlu  in  the  ground  in  the  centre  of  each  end,  and  taid  a  tfMf 
pole  from  end  to  cttd  on  these  forks  i  and  from  iti-wn  will* 
tlie  pole  they  set  up  poles  losleod  of  laftum,  aud  m  (kaaAq 
tied  imall  pulea  in  phure  of  Utlis,  and  a  com  mi  agltrf 
lynn-bark,  wliich  will  run  (peel)  eveu  in  the  Klnltt  MMI^ 
At  the  end  of  ihese  walla  they  set  up  splii  timber,  m  that  AT 
liad  timber  all  round,  excepting  a  door  at  each  end  ;  al  tbcafi 
111  place  ofachimuey,  ihey  left  an  open  place;  and  tebrf- 
ding  tlicy  laid  down  the  afoiexatd  kind  of  bait,  ixi  wbirii  i*r; 
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wprmd  hmm  tklm :  from  end  to  end  of  this  hut»  along  the  mid- 
dle, there  mem  fires,  wfaidi  the  squaws  made  of  diy  split  wood ; 
and  the  holet  or  open  places  that  appeared  the  squaws  stopped 
with  moB,  which  they  collected  from  old  logs ;  and  at  the  door 
they  hung  a  bear-skin ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  winters  are 
hard  here,  oar  lodging  was  much  better  than  I  expected.*' — 
Co/.  SmUk'i  Narratwe. 

Note  J. — Page  224. 

The  ordinary  appendages  of  a  **  sugar  camp/*  and  the  pro- 
cess of  making  sugar,  are  described  in  the  foUowiug  extract 
from  the  work  above  quoted.  **  In  this  month  we  began  to  make 
sugar.  As  some  of  the  elm-bark  will  strip  at  this  season,  the 
squawBy  after  finding  a  tree  that  would  do,  cut  it  down ;  and 
with  a  crooked  stick,  broad  and  sharp  at  the  end,  took  the  bark 
off  the  tree ;  and  of  this  bark  made  vessels  in  a  curious  manner, 
that  would  hold  about  two  gallons  each :  they  made  about  one 
hundred  of  these  kind  of  vessels.  In  the  sugar-tree  they  cut  a 
notch,  and  stack  in  a  tomahawk :  in  the  place  where  they  stuck 
the  tomahawk  they  drove  a  long  chip,  in  order  to  carry  the 
water  out  from  the  tree,  and  under  this  they  set  their  vessel  to 
receive  it ;  they  also  made  bark-vessels  for  carrying  the  water, 
that  would  hold  about  four  gallons  each ;  they  had  two  brass 
kettles  that  held  about  fifteen  gallons  each,  and  other  smaller 
kettles,  in  which  they  boiled  the  water  as  fast  as  it  was  collect- 
ed ;  they  made  vessels  of  bark,  that  would  hold  about  one  hun- 
dred gallons  each,  for  containing  the  water ;  and  though  the 
sogar-trees  did  not  run  every  day,  they  had  always  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water  to  keep  them  boiling  during  the  whole  sugar- 
\V — Col.  Smith^t  Narrative. 


Note  K.—Page  234. 

The  town  of  Chicago  has  become  so  important  a  place,  and 
is  so  rapidly  developing  its  resources,  as  to  call  for  a  more  par- 
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ticular  notice  tlian  it  receives  ia  the  text  Its  wddoB  fttndei  Id 
prosperity  can  be  best  estimated,  however,  by  fim  pefoohriai 
the  condition  and  prospects  of  Chicago  as  they  preMnted  then- 
selves  to  Major  Long's  party  when  they  visited  it  ten  yeui 
since.  **  The  village  presents  no  cheering  piospect,  as^  nofr- 
withstanding  its  antiquity,  it  consists  of  but  lew  huta,  inhi? 
bited  by  a  miserable  race  of  men,  scarcely  equal  to  the  Indianit 
from  whom  they  are  descended.  Their  log  or  bark-houses  are 
low,  filthy,  and  disgusting,  displaying  not  the  least  tract  d 
comfort.  Chicago  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  oldest  aettleoMots  ia 
the  Indian  country.  A  fort  is  said  to  have  formeiiy  fiirtsil 
there :  mention  is  made  of  the  place  as  having  been  visited  in 
1671  by  Perot,  who  found  *  Cbicagou'  to  be  the  residence  of  a 
powerful  chief  of  the  Miamis.  Tlie  number  of  trails  oentiiiif 
all  at  this  spot,  and  their  apparent  antiquity,  indicate  that  this 
was  probably  for  a  long  while  the  site  of  a  large  Indian  village^ 
As  a  place  of  business,  it  offers  no  inducement  to  the  settler; 
for  the  whole  annual  amount  of  the  trade  on  the  lake  did  not 
exceed  the  cargo  of  five  or  six  schooners,  even  at  the  time  when 
the  garrison  received  its  supplies  from  Maciknaw.** — Ltmfft 
Second  Expedition^  vol.  i.  p.  164. 

Contrast  this  desolate  picture— not  with  the  representation 
made  in  the  text,  but — with  the  existing  condition  of  the  plaoe, 
with  the  alterations  that  have  taken  place  since  the  writer  left 
there,  not  yet  a  year  ago.  lie  is  informed  by  a  gentleman  re^ 
cendy  from  Illinois,  that  Chicago,  which  but  eighteen  months 
since  contained  but  two  or  three  frame-buildings  and  a  fiw 
miserable  huts,  has  now  five  hundred  houses,  four  hundred  of 
which  have  been  erected  this  year,  and  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  A  year  ago  there  was  not  a  place  of  public 
worship  in  the  town;  there  are  now  five  churches  and  two 
school-houses,  and  numerous  brick  stores  and  warehouses.  The 
shipping-lists  of  daily  arrivals  and  departures  show  how  sooo 
the  enterprise  and  activity  of  our  citizens  have  discovered  and 


'  Notes.  389 

tmpnxrec!  the  capabilities  or  that  port.  There  have  been  three 
bmidm]  arriraUthis  year,  and  more  than  50,000  dollars' worth 
of  sail  has  been  told  there  this  season,  and  of  Europeao  and 
domestic  merchandise  10  (he  amoaul  of  400.000  dollars.  A 
line  of  four  steam-boats,  of  ihe  largest  class  of  take-boats,  and  re- 
gular liti«s  of  brt^  and  schooners,  are  now  established  between 
that  pott  and  the  principal  porta  of  the  lower  lakes. 

It  is  giati^ing  lo  hear  of  such  itnprovemenl  in  the  western 
cmintrf ,  and  to  have  predictions  so  recently  made  of  the  growth 
>ad  praiperitjp  of  Ihii  point  in  parCicular,  thus  fur  more  than 

NoTB  L.—Piigt  2*0, 
The  Indians  that  frequent  Ihe  neighbourhood  of  Chicago 
(prauoanced  TiAirotit^),  though  not  so  numerous,  are  composed 
of  the  tame  mixture  of  different  tribes  which  Major  Long  no- 
ticed ten  jears  since.  They  are  chiefly  Pollatvaitamies  and 
Ouwu,  with  a  few  Chippewas  (ii-pht-pe-wig),  and  a  strag- 
gtin;  Kickapoo  or  Miami ;  and  a  great  admixture  of  the  dif- 
femit  languages  (or  rather  dialects,  for  they  are  radically  the 
tame,)  of  the  three  first  prevails  there.  Among  ihem  are  many 
wbo  have  borne  arms  against  ilie  Americans ;  and  some  who 
doubdess  took  a  part  in  the  massacre  al  the  fall  of  the  place 
in  181?.  The  particulars  of  that  bloody  af&ir  are  yet  men- 
tioned with  horror  by  Ihe  old  settlers.  They  may  be  briefly 
loamed  up  as  follows  :— 

x)n  after  tlie  iu&mous  suirendet  of  General  tlull  at 
lllroib  when,  in  pursuance  of  the  terms  entered  into  with  the 
my  hy  that  officer,  who  was  couimaodant-in-ctiief  upon  tbe 
I  frontier.  Captain  tieald,  the  commandant  at  Chi- 
li prepared  lo  surrender  his  post  (o  the  British.    The  PoU 
1,  and  odier  hostile  Indians  in  the  vicinity,  were  on 
fe  walch  for  the  movemeni ;  and  on  the  morning  when  the 
pnison  eracuated  the  place,  they  had  ao  eompleiety  succeeded 


in  duping  Captain  WelU,  ibe  credaloni  Uid  iinfommMe  liidkB 
a^eot,  thai  the  fatal  mBtdi  of  Ihe  I5Ch  October  ISlI,  Mt 
precipilDleJ  by  liis  advice.  The  Americans  were  Aoai  M>Mt) 
in  number,  with  several  women  and  children  ;  and  Ihey  ■«» 
escorted  fiom  the  shelter  of  llie  lijn  by  a  band  oT  abool  lUll) 
Miamies.  Ilie  road  led  along  ibebeacbof  thtlake,  inAibOM 
shon  Nnd'hiUi,  spoken  of  in  a  previous  letter,  estendinfaloBl 
the  route  between  the  lake  and  the  open  prairie.  Behind  thtf 
the  British  Indians  lay  eoncealed  ;  and  when  the  Amtneua 
had  proceeded  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  the  wity  '^^^ 
spmig  from  his  lair,  and  pouied  down  a  murderous  Sreapw 
tlie  bench.  Captain  Heald  imiuedintely  brougtit  his  men  U) ) 
cimrge,  and  drove  the  In  Jiang  from  the  nearest  nnd-htll;  bal 
their  numbers  were  so  great  ihat  they  formed  innaDlJy  ifun 
upon  his  flank.  liis  paiij*  was  surroutMled;  ntd  whib  lb 
Miamies  in  a  manner  witbdiew  iheii  protection,  and  hc)]wd  >a 
swell  the  number  of  his  oppoacnt^  the  little  farce  of  Ca|iliie 
Ileald  was  completely  cut  off  friMii  the  women  and  <4iiidi«i, 
who  were  cowering  benealh  the  bagj;a^  an  the  lake-rfun 
The  Americans  fought  with  desperation :  but  sucli  a  hmdfnl  id 
men  was  soon  cut  lo  pieces;  and  >carc«ly-a  nun  airriTtJla 
witness  the  atrocities  that  were  pt«ctised  upon  the  lielphk 
creatures  upnn  the  beach.  There  were  fourofticvn  kilMupm 
tlie  (pot ;  Captnia  Ileald  and  his  wife  were  both  badly  wiwnl- 
ed;  and  twelve  children*  were  butchered  oa  the  Aoit,  V 
shared  the  fate  of  their  mothers,  who  ran  Rhriekiug  oirrtb 
pnirie.  Tlie  unhappy  luilian  agetit,  who  was  amunti  the  ilini. 
is  said  to  have  hud  his  breast  cut  open,  and  liis  heart  nutii 
and  Raien  by  the  sarage  foe. 

NOTt  M Pagt'Hi. 

"  The  Chicago  Kiver,  nhich  is  abuui  two  hundrvd  and  AAf 
■mi  wida,  has  suNcienl  depth  of  water  for  lak*.v«tMlal»wtaN 


•  rijiiiln  llHld'i  Vnnr,  t 
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A  foilu  w  ibe  oentic  of  ihe  imm.  The  southern  and  priDcipal 
boneh  tiket  iti  rue  about  six  miles  from  the  fort  in  a  swamp, 
1  aUo  with  Des  Plainer,  one  of  Ihe  head 
■•  of  the  [IliooiB.  Tliis  awarup,  which  is  designated  by 
Ac  CtMiltan  voyageurs  ai  Le  Petit  Lac,  n  Davigable  at  cer- 
totD  MUonn  of  (he  year  :  it  has  been  frequent!]'  travelled  by 
Md«n  in  tbeii  pirugues ;  and  a  bateau  from  St.  Louis,  loaded 
with  p(«TUiom  for  the  garrison  at  Chicago,  has  through  ibii 
■riiiiM  puMd  from  the  Mississippi  into  Lake  Michigan. 
MafOt  LODg  obserret,  upon  parsing  thmugh  this  marsh  ia  a 
MMte,  "  We  were  delighted  at  beliolJing  for  the  first  time  a 
(nlqn  «o  tolereiling  in  ilwlf,  but  which  we  had  afterward  an 
■pportiuiiiy  of  obscrTing  frequently  on  the  route ;  viz.  the  divi- 
•MD  of  water*  sluniag  from  the  same  source  and  running  iu  two 
H^HflMCUt  dif«ction>,  so  as  lo  become  the  feeders  of  stream!  thai 
^H|hclairf;e  thenisclves  into  ilie  ocean  at  immense  distaaoes  apart. 
H^  ■  ■  ■  ■  W  hen  we  consider  the  (acts  above  staled,  we 
^^n  mrciMibly  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  an  elevation  of  the 
bk«  a  bw  leet  (not  exceeding  ten  or  twelve)  above  their  pre- 
•cot  I«*c1,  would  ouse  them  to  diachan^  their  waters,  partly 
at  Imm,  miio  ill*  (f  ulf  of  Mexico.  Thai  tuch  a  discharge  has 
•1  otM  ume  eiifUd,  every  one  convenanl  with  the  nature  of  the 
muntrj  must  adroit ;  and  it  is  equally  apparent  that  an  eipen~ 
4itim  (riHing  id  comparuon  Id  the  importance  of  the  object 
srould  •fun  render  Liike  Michigan  a  Inbotary  of  the  Mexican 
C«sIX." 

^^  NoTi:  K.—l'at;e  266. 

^K-Ui.  Scfaoolcnft  uyi  thai  no  female  captive  ii  ever  saved  by 

^^ke  Indians  from  baw  motives,  or  need  fear  the  viulution  of  her 

booour :  "  The  whole  hiilOTy  of  their  wan  mtiy  tie  challenged 

for  ■  Military  inaunce  of  the  vioUiion  of  female  ohaatily.  When 

Ib^  Tcnlvc  to  spare  life,  they  also  re»alve  lO  spare  ihat  lepu- 

n  mihout  winch  life  is  nol  wonh  possessing.     Tlxry  treat 
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them  wilh  kindoess  and  atteotioo,  curjiog  tbesi  dtf  Mia* 
rirera,  and  directing — what  with  them  is  accouoKil  aBWlaf 
distinguislied  attention — l!:iBt  their  hair  shall  be  cotiib«<)  aftT 
moming.  The  precise  reason  far  ihi)  irut  o(  iheir  chmMtc 
hw  never  been  fully  explained,  lunale  principles  of  tvtnt 
cm  hardly  be  supposed  to  be  sufficient  lo  produce  to  iiin*Wn1 
an  effect,  though  il  noulJ  be  uncharitable  lo  d«i_»  (faal  Ib^ 
hnve  their  share.  Il  is  asserted  ihar  ibe  Iixliaii*  b«be««  thu 
the  taking  such  a  dlBhonourable  advanuge  of  llieir  fem*l«  pri- 
soners would  linve  ihe  eirecl  lo  destroy  their  luck  in  biiDini<. 
Il  would  be  considered  as  a  irait  of  weakness  and  edrminMjr 
in  a  warrior,  unworthy  of  hi)  fiiiDe  and  reputation  far  mily 
achievement.  It  would  excilE  the  ridicule  of  his  oompuwnt, 
and,  as  they  believe,  be  ijispleaiing  lo  the  fiteai  SpinL"— 
TraveU  in  the  Central  Portiom  of'  the  Atiuatiftfi 
page  3P4. 


1 

Mr.ai^H 
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Note  O.—Page  276. 
"  Starved  Roek." — Tliis  remarkable  isolated  hill.  I 
the  French  voyogeun  Le  Koclier,  or  Rockfon,  lu  Mr.  Si 
crafl  calls  il,  li  described  by  that  accunlc  iruTcller  mi 
vaied  cliff  on  Ihe  left  bank  of  the  Illinois.  cotuiiUnjof  pvtiW 
layers  of  while  sandstone.  It  is  nol  Uws  Ihan  two  hundred  ta4 
lifly  feet  high,  perpendicular  on  llir«e  sides,  htmI  wvihcd  at  at 
bise  by  the  river.  On  the  fourth  side  it  is  eonwxtti  *i*  ihi 
adjnceiit  range  of  bluHs  by  a  narrow  penioaulai  lcdfce,«ladk 
can  only  be  ascended  by  a  precipitous  winding  path.  1^ 
lummil  of  the  rock  is  level,  und  coal^oaaboutthtce-ibonlixrf 
ui  Dci-e.  Il  IS  covered  with  a  soil  of  Mteral  fed  ia  d^ilti,  hm^ 
ing  a  growth  of  young  trees.  Strong  and  ainuat  iniootiM* 
by  nature,  this  natural  battlemeiil  wfts  the  sc«n»  of  a  daqMMt 
conflict  between  llie  fierce  and  haughty  PoUawailaniiM  lAdMt 
band  of  the  Illinois  Indians;  the  latter  fled  lo  dus  fWl-fcl 
e  from  the  fury  of  their  cnemici.     Tb*  post  could  a 
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CMned  by  auftalt,  and  irtdition  saj'S  ihal  the  besiegers  finally 
allpaipied,  aim  many  repulses,  to  reduce  it  by  starvation. 
Thn  lit^,  oa  IS  reinarked  by  a  popular  irriler,  is  singularly 
chanctenRiic  on  either  side  orihMeremarknble  traits  of  savage 
dunctsr,  undauiited  resotution,  and  insalinfale  and  ever  vigi. 
ban  tianl  fbt  vengeance.  lis  tesult  is  nell  told  in  "  Tale*  of 
the  Border,"  (he  newiy  published  work  of  Judge  Hall.  The 
{lOngB  of  hunger,  the  toKur«s  of  tbiisl,  pressed  upon  the  be- 
tuftd ;  but  they  mamtaiiiEd  their  post  with  invincible  courage, 
iletcniUMd  rather  to  die  of  exhaustion  than  lo  atTord  iheir 
memie*  ifae  triumph  of  killing  them  in  batlle  or  exposing 
Uicn  at  the  itake.  Every  stral^eiEi  which  they  atiempted  ivaa 
iliacovcnd  and  defeated.  The  scorching  sun  that  btat  upon 
iheir  towering  hold  maddened  ihEin  lo  taste  the  cool  si 
Ihil  gbded  twn«ith  it ;  but  when  lliey  endeavoured  to  procure 
■lUr  during  ibe  night  by  lowering  vessels  attached  lo  cords  of 
hark  iiilo  the  rivet,  the  vigilant  besiegers  detected  the  design, 
>iid  ^ilaced  a  guard  in  canoes  to  prevent  its  execution.  I'hey 
ill  pefubcd — one,  and  one  only  excepted.  The  last  surviving 
■unot*  derended  the  entrance  so  nell  that  the  enemy  could 
leiiiieT  enter  nor  discover  the  fxiai  progress  ot  the  work  of 
death;  and  wben  at  last,  all  show  of  resistance  having  ceased, 
kadall  iigns  of  life  disappeared,  the  victors  ventured  cautiously 
to  apptoach,  they  found  but  one  survivor — a  squaw,  whom  they 
adopted  into  theiT  own  Iribe,  and  who  was  yet  living  when  the 
ftnl  oliite  nan  p«netrsted  this  region.* 

Note  P.-~-Foge  299. 
"  Tke  maal  dress  of  Ihe  men  (among  the  norihero  IribesJ  at 
UiepiCMOt  day  consists  of  a  figured  colloo  shirt;  a  blankel,  or 
1  French  capote  of  blue  doth ;  a  pair  uf  blue,  green,  or  red 
cloth  laelAsies  or  legigins;  an  aieeaun  or  breech  cloth,  and 
itwceuiai  of  dressed  deer-skin.    The  metaiaw  iro  gi 
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OTnameDled,  and  a  garter  of  coloured  wonted  lied  snmii'  ritf 
knM.   The  froni  Told  ol  tlic-aieeaan  is  also  omftinctiliid  wvomI 
tlie  edges.     A  oecklace  of  wampum,  or  *  silver  cresnul,  n 
both,  ate  often  woru  together  with  tilrer  artii4Kuids  and  Wivi' 
bands.    TIte  Utter  are  not  excluiirely  confined  to  ehii^  to  hi 
as  w«  liave  obsen'cd,  but  their  use  depends  ralbe*  upM  Ibt 
abilk]'  of  ihe  individual   to  puicbase  them.      Eap-«iBg*  (n 
coniiQOU  lo  both  sexes.     A  knife  is  commtroly  * 
bard  confined  under  the  string  or  tiarraw  bell  wliick  a 
both  the  8z£eaun  and  tlie  melasses.    Tlic  haul  k 
with  a  band  of  skia  drvised  with  lite  huir  or 
mounted  with  ftrailiers.     In  this  r«tpect  there  * 
uniformil;  than  in  Buy  other  part  of  thrar  cagiuin*.    UflM  0* 
headpiece  is  wantiDg.     Long  hair  it  premlent : 
times  braided  and  omaniented  with  silver  brtrachei.     futfi 
are  slill  used  for  the  face,  bath  for  ibe  purposes  of  drvn  W 
inoumlng.     £ach  Indian  youth,  from  llie  time  li>  is  aAan- 
ledged  as  a  hunter  capable  of  supporling  himself,  niditMiill 
carries  a  pipe,  and  a  ^kipeiagun,  or  lobacco-pmtdi.    Tt* 
(louch  is  cotniDonly  the  entire  skin  of  bd  oner,  lynx,  of  ate 
small  animal,  dressed  wiih  the  pell  on;  and  drawing  aa  tf» 
lure  upon  the  throat,  this  tack,  beiidei  the  mual  ^itul^^ 
tobacco  and  smoking-wecd  (kiiinekinic),  cMnmonly  ttut^ 
a  6re-steel,  flinl,  and  bit  of  spunk,  and  soraetlmM  a  kfidk  V* 
this  appendage  is  not  to  li«  coafbunded  with  ihe  lacicrf  ^» 
wilaun,  or  medicine-sack,  which  is  the  conwerttln)  n^wMfi 
not  only  o!  his  medicint;,  but  also  of  his  personal  mumM  i^ 
relics."— .Si*o<i/rn^('*  Trumlt  ia  (Ac  Central  Parlimt  tt  * 
idimuippi  I'aUey. 

NottQ.— fi^t  294. 
Itobettsvn,  Charlevoix,  and  other  Eunptu  w 
iluit  tlie  American  ludlonii  have  i 
Schoulctaft,  ID  observing  that  a  beard  it  U 
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is  of  Europe  oi  Asia,  ascribes  ils 
■if  to  tlie  rashion  of  plucking  it  out  in  early  life. 
"  II  it  esteemed  uecesury  to  tlie  decency  uf  appeiitance  among 
the  young  sod  miJdle-iiged  to  remove  the  beard ;  and,  as  the 
rawr  ia  auknown  to  iliem,  they  employ  [lie  only  means  at  com- 
Dwnd  to  eiadicate  it.  Uence  it  is  more  common  to  see  beards 
upon  old  men,  who  become  careless  aod  neglectful  of  personal 
■jipeaiaDCe.  Of  the  Indians  of  the  Algonquin  (lock,  the  Chip- 
pewas  are  perhaps  the  most  exempied  from  beards,  the  Ottairaa 
leM  M,  and  the  Potlawatuunies  still  less.  Among  the  two  lut 
inb«t  tliere  is  a  custom  sutficienUy  frequent,  though  not  uiii- 
rerul,  of  lelUng  the  beard  grow  only  upon  the  under  Up,  or 
upon  the  chin,  ftom  which  it  dc^peiuU  in  a  compact  lock,  or  a 
kind  of  bunch." — Travtlt  ill  Ihc  Miuiitippi  Vulki/. 

Note  U.—Pi^e  313. 
Tbe  W  innebagoes,  as  lliey  are  the  most  savage-lDoking,  are 
unoog  the  haughuetl  of  the  iribesnieo.    They  differ  in  many 
retpects  (tata  the  neighbouting  cliuis ;  and  Carver  says,  that  in 
his  Eimc  tliere  was  a  trjdilion  in  the  country  that  the  uAtlon 
■pning  from  "wme  siiolling  band  from  the  Meitican  coun- 
tna*.''     In  "  Long's  Expedition"  ihey  are  mentioned  as  being 
of  dUiiocl  origin  from  the  Algonquin  tribes,  and  their  language 
If  nid  to  present  greater  dith'culties  ihiin  any  of  tlie  norlhem 
dukcls.  "  It  abounds,"  lays  that  work,  "  in  harsh  and  guttural 
•ootids,  and  in  the  letter  r,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  com- 
mon in  ilie  Algonquin  lutiguages.      Il  ii  dilHcuU  to  obtain 
ooned  infotmalioD  couoetuing  die  manners  and  characters  of 
ibc  Winiicbagoes,  as  a  strong  prejudice  appeals  to  prevail 
■gainst  diem.    They  are  considered  unfriendly  to  white  rnen, 
^Blnd  ihi>,  inilend  of  being  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  favuumble 
^^fak  »f  their  character,  as  indicative  of  a  high  spirit  which  can 
^HIbkiI  injustice  and  oppression,  and  which  will  not  crouch 
^Dafixa  ^e  «ggieuor,  has  been  the  occasion  of  much  ill- 
toward*  them."— i-on^'i  Erptditiou,  jmge  11<3. 


am  of  blacking  the  bee  by  my  of  inouniuig,  u 
n  ihe  lexL,  is  by  do  tneaot  peculiar  lo  ibe  ^^'lIlBf■ 


"  The  Indiaos  arc  paiticultr  in  their  denaosauiona  offnef 
for  departed  frienda;  lliey  conaisl  in  darkening  iheii  (aea  with 
charcoal,  fasting,  abstaining  Srom  the  use  of  Termiliod  Mri 
other  orDBinenta  in  dress,  &c.;  they  also  make  inciusM  ji 
their  iinns,  legs,  and  olhet  parts  of  the  body.  Thete  ■!•  Ml 
made  for  (he  purpoies  of  mortincatlon,  or  la  emu  ft  ^ 
which  shall,  by  dividing  Ibeir  aitenlion,  etlic«  ihe  reeoiMM* 
of  their  loss ;  but  entirely  fnta  &  belief  that  their  grief  » it- 
lemal,  and  that  the  only  nny  of  dispdiinf;  it  is  to  gire  ■• 
vent  through  which  to  escape. — Jbid.  pagr  236. 
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WINTER  IN  THE  FAR  WEST. 


LETTER   XXIII. 

Prairie  du  ChieD,  Upper  Miss.,  Feb.  12th,  1834. 
The  shadows  of  its  western  blu£Fs  had  deepened 
bt  over  the  broad  surface  of  the  ice-bound  Mis- 
sisippi,  though  a  flood  of  yellow  light  still  bathed 
the  grey  walls  of  Fort  Crawford,  as  its  extensive 
himcks  lay  in  the  form  of  an  isolated  square  on 
the  level  meadow  beneath  us ;  while,  farther  to 
the  north,  a  number  of  dingy  wooden  buildings, 
which  looked  like  a  fishing  hamlet,*  on  the  imme- 
diate bank  of  the  river,  were  momentarily  growing 
Hare  indistinct  in  the  advancing  twilight  as  we  ap- 
proached their  purlieus,  and  drove  up  to  a  cabaret 
tbout  half  a  mile  from  the  garrison. 

It  was  within  pistol-shot  of  the  river ;  a  com- 
fortable frame-building,   with  a  stockade  fence 

*  See  DOte  A. 
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around  it,  madt;  with  pickete,  some  ten  or  fifircc 
feet  high ;  a  voyagcur  or  two,  with  a  few  balf> 
breed-lookiDg  residents,  were  lotienng  about  tin 
door;  and  a  tall  Menomone  ludian,  with  a  tuft 
of  drooping  feathers  on  his  crown,  waa  standing 
with  folded  arms  apart  from  the  rest. 

A  portly  soldier-like  German,  who  had  furmfHr 
been  a  non-commissioned  ofBcer  in  the  infantrf, 
proved  to  he  the  landlord,  and  bowed  nie,  Itkr 
a  master  of  his  business,  into  a  room  heatid 
to  sulTocalion  by  a  large  Canadian  stoTe,  pladn^ 
at  the  same  time  a  strip  of  newly-writleo  jmf* 
in  my  hands.  Imagine  nij  surprise  when  I  db 
covered  it  to  be  a  play-bill !  "  The  puUic'^  wak 
respectfully  informed,  that  the  sterling  Eagliili 
comedy  of  "  Who  Wants  a  Guinea?*'  and  fuU- 
ing's  afterpiece  of  "  Don  Quixote  in  Englaod,* 
with  songs,  recitations,  Gcc  would  be  pmcntnl 
that  evening,  by  the  soldiers  of  (he  First  RegiiMM 
at  Fort  Crawford.  Nothing  could  he  autre  ap(*> 
pai.  I  had  Just  ascertained  that  on  aecount  of  ibi 
present  deep  snows,  with  the  prospect  of  an  earir 
tliaw,  it  would  be  almost  impotwble  to  get  np  to 
tlie  Fails  of  St.  Anthony,  whither  my  ambitjon  M 
me,  at  itiis  season ;  and  having  now  no  fuitbff 
plans  to  arrange  during  the  evening,  and  Mof 
wholly  unprovided  with  letters  to  tl>c  officer*  of 
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the  garrison,  I  was  really  rejoiced  at  such  an  op- 
portunily  of  entering  its  walU  incognito. 

The  sleigh  in  which  I  had  come  carried  me  in  a 
few  minutes  within  the  sally-port,  and  handing  the 
ticket  with  which  mine  host  had  provided  me  to 
■  soldier  who  acted  as  door-keeper,  I  entered  a 
large  barrack-rooni,  fitted  up  very  neatly  as  a 
theatre  by  the  soldiers  themselves;  the  scenery, 
quite  cleverly  done,  being  all  painted  by  them,  and 
the  lights,  ingeniously  placed  in  bayonets,  prettily 
arruiged,  — a  contrivance  suggested  by  their  own 
taste.  The  seats,  rising  like  the  pit  of  a  theatre, 
were  so  adjusted  as  to  separate  the  audience  into 
three  divisions:  the  officers  with  their  families  fur- 
nished one,  the  soldiers  another,  and  "  gumboes," 
Indians,  and  a  negro  servant  or  two  made  up  the 
third.  A  superb-looking  squaw  of  the  Sauk  and 
Fox*  tribe  attracted  my  attention  as  I  entered  the 
ruom,  and  prevented  me  from  advancing  beyond 
tlie  worshipful  part  of  the  assemblage  last  men- 
tioned, as  she  sat  between  two  pretty  but  plainly- 
dressed  Menomone-f  girls,  in  a  more  rich  and  beau- 
tiful costume   than  1  ever    saw  at  a  fancy  ball> 

■  «  Tlie  uDit«d  bands  of  the  Saiikies  and  Otiigaumies,  (he 
Pnnch  iuckiiaDied,accoidiog  to  ilieit  wonted  custom,  Dea  Saca 
tnd  I>ea  Renards — the  Sacks  and  the  Foxes.'' — Carver. 

t  The  Mfe-o6-ni&-iii,  or  wild-tice -eaters,  is  a  broken  band 
that  wired  with  eSect  against  the  Sauks  and  Favei  in  (he  In- 
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The  curtain  rose  while  I  was  studying  h«r  mAAt 
festures  and  tasteful  finery,  and  contraating  the 
striking  and  somewhat  voluptuous  character  of 
holh  with  the  simple  attire  and  less  mature  cHsnia 
of  the  two  nut-brown  beauties  beside  her.  Every 
eye  was  then  directed  to  the  stage,  and  I  remaioed 
standing  against  the  door-post  till  the  act  was  con- 
cluded :  and  then,  just  as  I  was  wishing  for  tatat 
one  to  whom  to  express  my  surprise  at  the  deg«e 
of  bkill  and  judgment  with  which  the  auldkrt 
played,  considering  they  were  but  nmateun,  an 
officer  made  his  way  up  to  me,  and  very  potitdjr 
insisted  upon  my  taking  his  seat  in  the  itwre^ 
voiircd  part  of  the  house.  The  ordinary  iniw- 
change  of  commonplaces  between  gentlemen  who 
are  strangers  to  each  other  ensued,  and  then,  with- 
out his  knowing  my  name  or  the  slightest  drcuta- 

dian  difficulties  of  1832.  Th«y  arc  a  finely  ilinpeii  people. oft 
much  lighter  complexion  thiQ  Ihe  other  Xorth-wedatn  uiM, 
and  exhibit  a  great  dm)  of  laite  ia  pr«p«ritig,  and  imtriwi  ii 
weadngitlie  variouiarticleaof  Indiandrest— ornanwnWdMi^ 
gakien,  sheaths  for  kuivej,  moccasitii,  Sic.  In  Long**  Fjpet- 
tion  they  arc  mentioned  as  "  The  VVhitc  IndiatM,"  aad«<«^ 
pond  Dot  to  belong  to  the  Algonquin  siocli.  ll  b  Bid  iW 
faw  whiUt  men  hatg  ever  been  able  lo  l«*m  (Jieir  lan(M|c: 
■ltd  in  i)ieii  iiittrcouiM  they  use  ihe  nieUni;i>  of  the  Oagft- 
v»,  Oltana,  and  t'nttaoultiimie  diatrct*,  <*)iicb  u  lb*  (MMl* 
niedium  of  commutricnHon  on  the  rroaticr.— &e  Lui^'t  Jif» 
rfilirin,  Oarfrvmr,  <Vr. 
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Stance  in  relation  to  me,  an  invitation  to  lake  up 
my  quarters  in  the  garrison  followed.  I  declined 
the  invitation,  but  we  exchanged  cardit ;  and  I  had 
hardly  got  through  breakfast  in  the  morning,  wben 
my  new  acquaintance,  accompanied  by  Colonel 
T.  the  commandant,  and  a  young  subaltern,  called 
to  repeat  the  invitation  of  the  evening  before; 
bringing  a  soldier  wilh  a  sled  to  tranajwrt  my  bag- 
gage, and  a  led  horse  to  carry  myself  over  to  the 
garrison.  It  would  have  been  absurd  to  meet 
luch  cordial  proffers  of  hospitality  with  further 
ceremony;  and  an  hour  after  found  me  with  « 
hand  somely-fu  mi  shed  room  of  my  own,  a  fine  aad- 
dle-horse  placed  at  my  disposal,  and  a  servant  at 
my  call,  sitting  down  to  the  mess  with  as  fine  a 
>et  of  young  fellows  as  I  ever  met  with.  I  have 
been  particular  in  describing  my  initiation  into 
itiis  agreeable  and  accomplished  circle,  merely  to 
give  you  some  idea  of  the  gentleman-like  courtesv 
■nd  frank  hospitality  which  distinguish  the  officers 
of  ilie  army,  wherever  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  them. 

I  have  now  been  here  nearly  two  weeks.  The 
wtttther  has  been  mild  and  beautiful,  and  my  lime. 
in  such  congenial  society,  passes  delightfully;  so 
much  90,  indeed,  that  when  I  wake  each  morn  at 
rrveilte,  it  ia  wilh  a  kind  of  sad  feeling  I  remem- 
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ber,  that  the  twenty-four  hours  just  past  bringmc 
nearer  to  the  time  when  1  must  start  again  oo  mv 
solitary  tour,  through  regions  where  TortuiK  am 
hardly  throw  me  a  second  time  among  such  com- 
panions. 

The  garrison  here  consists  of  five  companiM  of 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant-eolo 
nel.  They  are  well  quartered  in  very  bandaMW 
barracks,  built  by  the  soldiers  themselvrs  of  cut 
stone;  the  buildings  being  arranged  in  the  fomuf 
a  square,  and  enclosing  an  area  large  enough  lot  i 
battalion  to  drill  in.  The  parade  ia  nicely  gnnl< 
led,  and  a  colonnade,  which  extends  round  thfec 
sides  of  the  parade,  gives  a  cheerful  aspect  lo  Uk 
whole.  The  hospital  stands  by  itself  on  a  ctigfat 
knoll  about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  banicb, 
and  both  are  pleasantly  ^tuated  near  the  banktof 
the  MissisMppi.  The  place,  as  it  now  staixb, 
would  be  easily  tenable  against  hordes  o(  IndiuWi 
should  they  be  mad  enough  to  assail  it.  Thm  ti 
not  a  tree  around  it,  and  it  is  furnished  with  a  pui 
of  artillery,  which,  from  an  open  intenra]  leA  ■> 
each  angle  of  the  parallelogram,  could  swnp  the 
whole  prairie.  But  tliese  openings,  whidi  m 
flanked  hy  no  works  whalsoerer,  by  brMking  tb 
unity  of  the  square,  destroy  even  the  appaanact 
of  B  fortification ;  and  the  place,  if  not  carried  by 
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tn  assault  from  a  regular  force,  would  easily  fall 
before  its  formal  approaches.  Such  an  attack  was 
indeed  never  contemplated  when  Fort  Crawford 
— which  was  only  intended  to  overawe  the  Indians 
— was  erected ;  but  even  in  a  collection  of  bar- 
racks, one  likes  to  see  them  so  disposed  as  to  pre- 
serve a  military  air.  There  is  a  small_but  well- 
chosen  Iibrai7  belonging  to  the  post,  and  several 
of  the  companies  have  quite  good  miscellaneom 
libraries  of  their  own, — a  fact  exceedingly  credit- 
able to  the  private  soldiers.  The  amusements  of 
the  place,  so  far  as  society  is  concerned,  are  of 
course  limited.  The  officers'  families  do  indeed 
tn^e  a  small  circle ;  and  for  those  who  like  to 
riady  life  in  all  its  phases,  there  is  the  little  village 
of  Prairie  du  Chien  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
glirrison,  with  its  antique-looking  timber-built 
houses,  containing  an  amphibious  population  of 
Toyageurs  and  hunters,  half  French  and  half  In- 
dian. Here  the  officers  sometimes  amuse  them- 
•elv^  in  getting  up  what  ia  called  a  gumbo  ball, 
which,  from  the  descriptions  I  have  had  of  them, 
must  be  a  kind  of  harlequinade  I  should  very 
much  like  to  see.  Sporting,  however, — when  the 
resources  of  the  librarj'  are  exhausted,  or  a  pipe 
of  kinnekinic  ceases  to  charm, — is  the  great  source 
of  amusement  at  Prairie  du  Chien.     The  grouse 
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now  keep  in  large  packs  near  the  garrison  ;  snipe, 
too,  I  am  told,  are  aliuodaat  when  in  season,  sod 
of  ducks  I  am  assured  it  is  easy  to  ktU  a  tamm' 
load,  when  they  begin  to  fly  along  the  Misstadppl 
Elk,  bear,  and  wolves  are  the  game  of  those  who 
are  more  ambitious  in  their  sport,  and  chooM  tn 
go  farther  to  seek  it.  The  meat  of  the  first  I  \am 
not  yet  tasted,  but  I  made  a  capital  dinner ye«ter- 
noon  from  a  sirloin  of  the  second  at  the  command- 
ant's quarters.  Brtitn  was  served  up  in  haodsoniF 
style,  and  some  old  wine  irom  Colonel  T.'s  htnpit- 
able  cellar  relished  in  this  latitude. 

The  scenery  round  Prairie  du  Cfaien  i 
please  yon  much.  The  snow  has 
left  the  boBom  of  the  prairie,  though  it  still  hai^ 
like  flakes  of  morning  mist  round  the  rocky  brww 
of  the  adjacent  bluffs.  The  singular  lantlKspr 
created  by  these  bold  heights  has  been  calkd 
monotonous ;  but  I  do  not  find  it  so.  Not  a  day, 
not  an  hour  passes,  but  they  present  »ome  nr* 
Appearance.  Each  shifting  cloud  brings  oul  toM 
new  angle  of  the  gigantic  blocks;  and,  wbrthffr 
the  rosy  tints  of  dawn  warm  their  sleep  suUn 
brows,  or  (lie  glare  of  noun  setlL-s  on  their  rotini 
summits,  and  lrii>s  lo  pierce  the  deep  ravjnrs  which 
block  them  out  from  each  other,  or  sunael,  with  it* 
mellow  hues,  lingers  among  the  long  grau  which 
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paiat»  Iheir  '*  umbered  face,"  where  they  first  swell 
from  the  plaiu, — to  me  they  are  always  lovely, 
grand,  and  peeuliar.  I  a&cended  one  of  them, 
accompanied  by  aa  officer  oa  horseback,  the  other 
day,  by  winding  up  a  ravioe  in  the  rear,  which 
brought  us  on  a  round,  bold,  grassy  height,  about 
oae  hundred  feet  above  the  prairie  ;  to  which  the 
bluff  descended  by  two  sheer  precipices  of  rock, 
of  about  a  hundred  feet  each,  with  alternate 
■lopes  of  soil,  covered  with  long  yellow  grass — tht- 
whole  having  the  appearance  of  some  vast  fortress 
^-an  enormous  baation  thrown  up  in  huge  layers 
of  earth  and  stone.  On  the  very  summit  was  one 
of  tboK  ancient  fortifications,  the  mysterious  oie- 
nentoes  of  an  unknown  race,  whose  gigantic  and 
eoduring  works  are  scattered  over  thousands  of 
leagues  of  this  continent,  to  puzzle  the  curious  and 
(et  at  nought  the  surmises  of  the  anti<iuary.*  1 
Irod  each  winding  of  the  turf-covered  rampart,  and 
counted  what  appeared  to  be  the  embrasures  for 
artillery,  as  my  military  friend  commented  upon 
the  position,  and  described  a  number  of  similar 
remains  which  he  had  examined  in  difierenl  parts 
of  the  Western  country  :  while  we  alike  dis- 
nted  from  the  unsatisfactory  conclusions  of  those 
)et  tlieofists  who  would  attribute  the  fortifi^ 
*  See  noie  B. 
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appearances  of  this  tall  elevation,  - 
mounds  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Louis, — the  suika 
remains  on  the  alluvial  bottoms  of  Illinois, — the 
perfect  forms  which  give  its  name  to  CircleriUe 
in  Uliio,  and  the  deep  intrenchments  which  cfaas- 
iiel  the  rocky  hills  of  eastern  Kentucky,  alike  to 
the  action  of  water :  suppositions  upon  a  par  fo 
ingenuity  with  tho-ie  which  account  for  th«  exi■^ 
ence  of  the  prairies  by  the  sudden  withdrawal  of 
the  same  element  from  what  was  formerly  the  btd* 
of  a  chain  of  vast  inland  lakes.  The  same  prairin. 
in  every  instance  that  I  have  yet  seeni  except  tlir 
single  one  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  being  high  tablr- 
Und,  some  sixty  or  a  hundred  feet  abovt  tlir 
streams  and  groves  which  occasionally  chequd 
them.  1  forget  whether  I  have  before  mentiooed 
that  the  Indian  name  for  prairie  (>cuuy),  which 
means  also  fire,  would  account  for  their  origio 
with  any  one  who  had  had  an  opporiuntty  of 
observing;  how  the  action  of  that  element  exuncb 
these  grassy  domains  every  season  in  one  directioDi 
while  it  leaves  them  to  shoot  up  into  a  luxutianl 
growth  of  younft  forest  in  another. 

l)ut  turn  with  me  to  yonder  view  of  the  1 
sippi,   where  a  hundred   wooded  islets  of  J 
possible  form  repose  upon  the  glistening  i 
silvers  its  broad  bosom.     How  grandly  doea  I 
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bold  promontory  of  *'  Pike's  Hill,"  interlocked  as 
it  septns  with  the  grey  crags  of  the  Ouisconsin, 
shut  in  the  lordly  atrcam  on  the  south;  and  there, 
where  the  blue  water  has  brokea  its  white  fetters, 
aod  those  diminutive  figures  are  leaping  from  one 
ice-cake  to  another,  as  they  sparkle  in  the  sun 
along  the  smooth  eastern  shore,  how  beautifully 
the  tall  brown  grass  bends  over  the  pebbly  margin  ! 
Vou  may  look  now,  though  it  is  two  miles  of!' 
into  the  very  centre  of  Fort  Crawford,  where  the 
gleam  of  amis  flashing  ove-r  the  sanded  parade 
tells  of  troops  in  motion,  though  the  sound  of  their 
drums  can  hardly  reach  your  earst  What  a  point 
would  this  be  from  which  to  view  the  meeting 
of  hostile  forces !  The  armies  of  Europe  might 
maiKEUvre  on  the  smootli  prairie  below,  and  not  a 
guide  could  indicate  a  position  without  its  being 
manifest  to  your  eye  long  before  a  battalion  could 
attain  it. 
There  are  a  great  many  high-bred  dogs  kept  at 
place, — shooting  and  huntingof  all  kinds,  as  I 
have  mentioned,  forming  the  chief  amusements  of 
the  officers  of  the  post.  Indeed,  if  an  enumeration 
of  the  Betters,  greyhounds,  and  Newfoundlands, 
which  are  severally  kept  for  grouse,  wolves,  and 
ducks,  were  made,  without  counting  the  curs  and 
ladian  dogs    kept  by  the  pumboes  and  Indians 
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around,  the  place, 
might  rather  be  called  Prairie  det  Chiens,  ihui 
left,  as  at  present,  iu  llie  singular  nutuber.  A  v»y 
successful  esperiraent  has  been  made  here  in  crow- 
ing the  greyhound  and  Newfoundland ;  ihe  off- 
gprtng,  I  am  told,  being  highly  sagacious,  and  • 
match  for  a  full-grown  bear.  If  the  race  be  cud- 
tinued,  they  ought  to  be  dubbed  elkliounds,  frvtn 
their  adaptability  to  the  pursuit  *>{  that  fine  gome. 
which  abounds  over  the  river. 

I  nas  uu  a  wolf-hunt  by  moonlight  i 
hours  before  dawn  a  few  mornings  since;  t 
though  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to  sti 
game,  I,  for  my  own  part,  had  a  very  guo<l  e 
Among  the  other  dogs  of  the  pack  was  a  gm- 
hound  of  the  wolf  species ;  a  breed  which,  accofd- 
ing  to  Sir  Walter  Scult,  is  extremely  rare  in  tlir 
British  dominions ;  I  had  no  idea  therefore  to  iihvi 
with  one  of  the  bloo<l  on  our  continent.  Thii 
long-haired  rascal  I  mistook,  by  the  doubtful 
light  of  the  moon,  for  a  real  wolf;  and  my  honr. 
an  Indian  pony,  the  hero  of  a  hundred  wolf* 
hums  —  (if  I  am  not  mistaken,  he  has  been  ho- 
nourubly  mentioned  in  the  Sporting  MagHxlne,) 
— teemed  to  share  the  blunder.  I  came  upoBtlit 
dog  suddenly  in  some  long  grass,  and  tfutrriog 
upon  him,  ho  made  at  once  for  the  bluff  ottj^ 
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ilber  side  of  the  plain,  thinking,  doubtless,  from 
the  «ager  bounds  of  ray  horse  that  there  was  game 
in  view.  Convinced  of  my  good  fortune,  from  the 
omirse  he  took,  I  shouted  to  my  companions,  while 
ihe  rest  of  the  pack  broke  out  into  full  cry,  and 
away  we  went  together.  We  ran  more  than  a 
mile  before  the  exiKricnced  nag  I  rode  seemed  to 
discover  the  blunder,  and  checked  his  g.itt.  The 
officers,  after  enjoying  a  tolerable  laugh  at  my  ex- 
pense, relieved  my  chagrin  by  mentioning  that  the 
same  dog  had  several  times  narrowly  esca|>ed  being 
shot  by  some  of  the  oldest  hunters  of  the  country, 
who,  ID  broad  day,  had,  as  they  expressed  it< 
"  mistrusted  him  fur  some  wild  varmint." 

I  have  amused  myself  somewhat  here  in  study- 
ing tlie  lodian  languages,  though  I  cannot  say 
with  much  industry  ;  the  amount  of  my  exertions 
consisting  in  learning  some  eight  or  ten  phrases  in 
the  morning,  and  then  strolling  oft"  to  repeat  them 
in  the  aftemotin  at  the  straggling  lodges  which 
may  be  found  within  a  mile  of  the  garrison.  To 
one  of  th?se,  where  an  old  Menoraone  squaw  was 
making  a  pair  of  embroidered  moccasins  for  me.  I 
went  last  night  several  hours  after  nightfall,  The 
wigwam  was  formed  of  mats  of  woven  rushes,  sub- 
tended around  a  frame-work  of  osiers,  in  the  form 
.  hemisphere,  with  an  opc^ning  at  the  top,  to  let 
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out  the  smoke.  Approaching  thia  primitive  d 
I  heard  the  shrill  voice  of  the  hag  vithin  io  what 
sounded  like  high  altercation  with  some  one  vhu 
answered  in  a  different  language  from  herself:  md6, 
raising  the  dirty  blanket  which  formed  a  door, 
while  1  crawled  on  all-fours  within  the  low  thresh- 
old, I  found  that  the  lady  of  the  castle  was  onlv 
gambling  amicably  with  an  old  Winnebago  lck> 
dian,  who  sat  cross-legged  on  a  mat  opposite  to 
her.  A  finger-ring  belonging  to  the  squaw  U; 
upon  the  mat  between  them,  and  they  were  tryti^ 
which  of  the  two  could  throw  the  scalping-knife of 
the  Indian  most  often  within  the  gulden  circle;  ■ 
score  being  in  the  mean  time  kept  by  each  on  ihr 
edge  of  the  mat,  where  sundry  marks,  made  with 
a  dead  coal,  supplied  the  place  of  the  ordinary 
pearl  counters  used  by  card-players.  The  stjiuw 
briefly  answered  my  inquiries  about  the  moccasiiu. 
while  1  raked  the  embers  of  her  fire  together  tixl 
dried  my  hoots  by  its  cheerful  blaze;  and  thto, 
while  she  toBse<l  the  long  elf-locks  frotii  her  high 
cheek-bones,  and  the  upper  part  of  her  UtoaAf- 
arrayed  person  swc^tt  the  ground  while  bemfing 
low  to  view  the  mark  of  the  knife  which  gleODMl 
aloft  in  her  shrivelled  hand,  I  glanced  from  bcr 
weird  features  and  squat-form  to  the  calm  bat 
piercing  ken  and  still  erect  figure  of  her  nng* 
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'jtjinpsnion ;   and    raising  the  blanket,  left   them 
onoe  more  alone  together. 

Let  me  conclude  this  letter  by  furnishing  you 
with  an  Indian  serenade,  which  you  are  at  liberty 
to  consider  genuine  or  not :  it  is  written  in  a  sort 
of  Lingua- Franca,  or  mongrel  tongue,  much  used 
on  the  frontier,  nia<le  up  of  words  taken  alike  from 
the  Ottawa  and  Ojibboai  or  Chippewa,*  and  possi- 
bly other  languages. 


*  Tbe  Chippewa  tongue,  as  is  elsewhere  remarked,  is  the 
Obntnon  medium  of  communicnnon  between  the  whiles  and 
Indians  on  this  part  of  our  eittnsive  frooiier.     Tlie  Chippewa, 
or  Ojibtwai,  (or  Ofibbtieay,  as  written  by  Mr.  Schoolcrafl  and 
Ui.  James  of  the  aimy,  to  wboni,  with  the  venerable  Mr.  Du- 
poocBtu,  tbe  world  is  so  much  indebted  for  the  ligiil  which 
Ikeii  TOeaiehes  have  thrown  upon  Indian  customs  and  lan- 
guage,) ii   generally   considered   tie   court   Innguiigr   at  our 
Nonh-watem  inbes.    The  Ottawa,  Patlowatmmie,  &c.  being 
appareMljr  Oiity  dialecia  of  the  same,  and  tlie  Ojibboai  being 
f^idilj  acquired  by  all  tbe  neighbouring  tribes, 
L       Viah  regard  to  the  vene*  here  given,  the  original  copy,  fur- 
H  JlUbed  to  the  writer  by  a  young  ofiicer,  hiiviyig  been  mislaid, 
HUkkM  found  it  impossible  to  supply  the  loss  in  time  to  correct 
^^be  prootsbeet  without  seriously  retarding  tlie  progres  of  the 
^^^■(ti  through  ihe  press.  The  reader  who  is  curious  in  such  mat- 
^HEn  is  referred  to  Schoolcraft's  Ti^vels  for  some  interesting 
obteTTations,  accomj^nied  by  aulhenlic  tiau  slut  ions,  attesting 
the  existence  of  imaginative  tales  and  oral  poetry  among  our 
native  tribes.    In  Mackentie's  Tour  to  the  Lakes  there  is  duo 
a  song  given,  mlh  the  music  of  aii  original  air  anuexeil. 
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From  the  manner  in  which  it  was  taken  down, 
I  do  not  hold  myself  answerable  for  its  correct- 
ness ;  but.  uncouth  and  jaw-breakinir  as  the  words 
may  look  upon  paper,  they  really  sound  muacs) 
from  the  silver  tongue  of  an  Indian  girl. 

INDIAN    SERENADE. 

Oiuuweh !  Paikesai  meteequeDy  qaonadbj  cuskonosd  musoo- 
tanrcDin. 

Awake !  flower  of  the  forest ;  beautiful  bird  of  the  pniiie. 

Oixaiweh !  Onaiweh  1  kepahshoshe  moscaishecoD. 

Awake !  awake  1  thou  with  the  eyes  of  the  fawn. 

T^upai  kaisainopemayaoy  mannenatuk  azhenah  pahkesaikev 
taupai  cotainen  ai  won. 

When  you  look  at  me,  I  am  happy ;  like  the  flowen  when 
ihev  foel  the  dew. 

Nodin  keokeneta  waikon  azhenah  menoqut  paike  saiwen  o»- 
kenega  kezhecut — waikon  aihenah  menoquten  pahwepemuk- 
kazho  nahgoosing. 

Hie  aboTe  collection  of  sentences,  which  is  lather  offersd  ai 
a  specimen  of  Indian  phiaseology  than  as  a  complete  and  aiH 
thentic  production  of  the  aboriginal  muse,  as  meant  to  be  pro- 
nouDced  exactly  as  the  words  are  written.  The  following,  in 
which  the  Frendi  pionunciaiion  is  giTen  to  the  letteii»  will  be 
found  perhaps  more  satis£ictory.  It  is  the  Lord's  PraycTp  ia 
Chippewa : — 

*^  Cau-ci-n&ne  au-wei-n^ne  iche  pi-mine-ga  ein-daley  mA* 
nau-ti  echi-wA-beute  wi-i-chi-wiu-bi-tau-i-eune.  C4-ti-p4- 
piche  gioeda-gime,  m&-nau-bige  na-^-eune  na-^A-mcakc  s^ 
ni-f^oe ;  mi-gi-chi-nan-ga  ci-mi-gi-&ne  nAne-goaBw  gai-fi- 
keute,   mi.)fi-cb6-naii-ga  amnti*ii-ni-wau-aaiwiaiViga  tagi- 
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L^|V  breath  oT  iby  noutli  is  as  sweet  aa  the  fragrance  a(  Ron- 
n  ihe  moroing;  sweet  as  their  fragrance  at  evening  in  the 
aoa  of  the  fudiii|{  leaf. 
i'  Kekaugewahnablahsee   nealiainonen   ahcliewaukee,  azhenah 
'-Mohkeetcbefrim  kethii  ahctiew  au  wahseehnseekazlio  i 

Does  not  the  blood  or  uy  veins  spring  tuwards  tliee  like  the 
babbling  (iprinp  to  Uie  sun  in  the  mooti  of  the  bright  tiights  ? 
(Apnl) 

Nemeetah  ouggahmo  taupai  keeshiah  payshoo  azhenah  oske- 
noga  mctecquen  weneemenin  nodin  otaihaiminkaziio. 

My  heart  sin)^  to  Ihee  when  thou  art  near ;  like  the  dancing 
branches  to  the  wind  in  the  moon  of  jtrawbecnea.     (June.) 

Taupai  nisciudiue  sau^ltewun,  nemeetah  muccuddauwah 
atheoah  watibiskah  sebewun  taupai  nahcut  endosh  wainje  ish' 
pemiDg. 

When  thou  art  not  pleased,  my  beloved,  my  heart  is  dark- 
cMd  like  the  ihtaing  river  when  shadows  fall  froco  the  clouds 
fc^lbore. 

B   Keliyahnini  geozhetone  menoanedum,  nenieeiah  sunou^geie- 
nHn  aihenah  kezhis  ^eoihetone  azhenah   aiauwnhshoneab  t^ 
pnmgainse  kisseuah  nodin  nainjenetahhahwajiuk. 

^-IJ.bftinJUtiDe-que,  cai-gau  i-gi-wi^ise  gi-can-gaine  mia 
nri-a-na-ieuke  keun-ni-wft-nau  mi-che-nan-ga  mi-a-nft-touke. 
puft-oi-iitetei-bi-Di-meule,     gai-ft-meiche-^ft-i-iite     c!l-gui- 

The  following  lileial  translation  of  the  above  is  given  iu  the 
Appendiiof  "Tanners  Narrative,"  by  the  accomplished  editor 
of  that  work: — 

"Our  Fathet  who  above  liveit,  what  you  wish  to  he  done,  let 

It  be  done ;  Irt  ua  not  play  with  thy  name ;  let  thy  great  power 

come.  Give  us  our  food  this  day— give  us  our  debts  us  we  give 

our  deblon — do  not  lead  us  into  bad  things — keep  us  from  bid 

Lifeings — power  belongs  to  thee  and  strength — For  ever." 
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Tliy  smilei  cnuse  laj  troubled  heart  to  be  br^lmed  ai  ibt 
sun  m^es  to  look  like  gold  the  ripples  which  the  cotd  innd 
hag  created.  , 

NeahwetiB,  wahhundumtno,  keshainmi  nemectih  pokkwunt- 


MyMif!lj«tiol(l  me  T  blood  of  my  beating  bout. 

All  ke  tafaj-Ehniii,  nepeesh  lahyalmiin,  UhpemiDg  taby>bDiiii 
— kooshah  nenali — Nenah  kaukekendun  mekunnuh  tibjihrnb 
mokeshee  taupai  kaukeeshiah — Ooaiweh  I  Uaaiw^l  ncnit 
^ugiiiewun  I 

The  earth  snilet — the  ivaters  smile — the  heavens  smile,  ba 
I — t  lose  the  vay  of  smiling  when  tliou  art  not  aetr — amkcl 
a  mke  1  tny  beloved  ! 

This  lileral  prose  translation  seems  verj-  btk), 
t)i]t  1  don't  know  that  I  have  bettered  it  in  ihefol- 
lowing  versification. 


Fairest  of  flowers,  by  Toresl  ot  bke, 
Listen,  my  fawn-eyed  one — vnke,  oh  t  awake. 
Pride  of  the  prairies,  one  look  from  thy  bower 
Will  gladden  my  spirit,  like  dew-drop  ibe  flower. 

Thy  glnnces  to  music  tuy  wul  can  ntiuoe, 
At  sweet  as  the  murmur  of  young  leaves  in  June; 
Then  breathe  but  a  whisper,  from  lips  tbal  diadcNe 
A  habn  like  the  morning,  or  autumn's  last  ro«e. 

My  pulses  leap  toward  thee,  like  fountains  when  fi»t 
Through  their  Ice-chains  in  April  toward  lleavea  thrjts 
Hen,  fairest  of  flowen,  by  (ore*!  or  take. 
Listen,  my  fiwn-eyed-ane — wake,  oh!  awake. 
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Like  this  star-paven  water  when  clouds  o'er  it  lower. 
If  thoa  frownest,  beloTed,  is  my  soul  in  that  hour ; 
But  when  Heaveu  and  Thou,  loTe  I  your  smiles  will  unfold. 
If  their  current  be  ruffled,  its  ripples  are  gold. 

Awake,  love  I  all  Nature  is  smiling,  yet  I — 
I  cannot  smile,  dearest !  when  Thou  art  not  by. 
Look  from  thy  bower,  then — here  on  the  lake, 
Pulse-of-my-beating  heart — wake,  oh !  awake. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 


UuijconaJD  Terriiorj,  Feb.  18,  1834. 
I  HARDLY  know  whence  to  date  tbis  letter,  ud1«* 
it  be  from  the  sources  of  the  SinsJanawayi  be- 
tween Prairie  du  Chien  and  Galena.  1  left  Prairit 
du  Chien  in  a  furious  squall  of  snow,  which,  *ii^ 
lent  as  it  was,  however,  could  not  affect  the  polite- 
ness of  the  young  ofIic«r,  who  insisted  upon  driving; 
me  six  or  seven  miles,  to  the  banks  of  the  Ouii- 
consin  *  in  a  cariole.  A  gentleman  who  £LU  a 
civil  station  of  some  importance  on  ihc  rroDttcr, 
was  waiting  for  me  at  the  crossing- place,  where 
several  squawa,  with  immense  packs,  sustained, 
after  the  usual  Indian  fashion  of  carrying  bur- 
thens, by  a  band  around  the  forehead,  collectod 
with  two.  or  three  Frenchmen  and  holf-breod* 
under  a  shed  appertaining  to  a  Urge  stone  moniioB 
on  the  immediate  bank  of  the  river,  gave  to  the 
place  the  appearance  of  an  extensive  tradin{[a(» 
blisbmcnt.     Kntering  the  house  for  a  moment,  I 
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fbund  tvD  rather  pretty  and  very  well-dressed 
young  girls  of  sixteen  or  eigliteen,  whose  raven 
Ifxrks  and  eyes  of  jet  alone  proclaiined  their  half- 
blood  origin.  One  of  the  iadies  sketched  (thev 
had  been  educated  either  at  Detroit  or  St.  Louis), 
and  we  had  just  got  into  a  discussion  upon  the 
plates  ofanew  English  annual  which  she  had  in 
her  hands,  when  a  call  from  without  compelled 
me  at  once  to  bid  tny  friend  farewell,  and  leave 
him  the  agreeable  task  of  entertaining  the  back- 
wood  beauties  by  himself.  I  have  at  different 
plaecs  on  the  frontier  seen  some  of  these  half- 
breed  fair  ones,  the  piquancy  of  whose  charms 
would  excite  no  slight  sensation  in  the  gay  circles 
of  the  Atlantic  States.  But,  like  the  full-blooded 
Indian  females,  they  lose  their  beauty  very  soon; 
like  them,  too,  when  faded,  they  exhibit  a  harsh- 
ness of  feature  which  is  almost  forbidding.  An 
sge<l  Indian  has  often  something  interesting  and 
!n  attractive  in  his  countenance ;  but  an  aged 
law,  or  one  even  in  whose  face  the  light  of 
jrouth  no  longer  lingers,  is  anything  but  prcpos- 
neaxing — i«  even  haggish.  It  is  to  this  frail  and 
fleeting  condition  of  their  charms  that  the  early 
deoerdon  of  their  husbands,  whether  red  or  whiter 
it  chiefly  to  be  attributed:  for  the  aflectioti,  the 
itoodnegs,  the  devniedness  of  an  Indian  girl  to  her 


H^rer 


ss 


AN   INDIAN    BEALTV. 


1 
itermixtDra  it 


lover  know  no  bouode,  and  her  truth  i 
impeachmeut-  In  the  strange  inte 
population  on  the  frontiers,  these  qualities  are  of 
course  ofiener  and  mare  severely  tried  than  in  tfaote 
distant  wilds  where  the  Indian  still  roves  free  froB 
the  perilous  influence  of  the  white  man,  unUuglrt 
in  those  principles  of  morality  which  are  made  to 
depend  upon  degrees  of  latitude  and  longjtudi-,  aod 
unskilled  in  that  system  of  dealing  which  takes  It* 
colour  of  fairness  according  to  the  blood  of  the 
person  dealt  with.  I  have  said,  that  though  their 
features  are  not  often  regular,  there  js  at  tiiD« 
something  very  attractive,  even  to  piquancy,  abeot 
them.  You  would  think  so,  I  know,  oould  j 
see  one  that  I  have  in  *'  my  mind's  eye" 
moment. 

I  have  fallen  in  with  so  many  straggling  | 
ties  and  broken  bands  of  different  tribes  upon 
the  borders,  between  Detroit  and  Praim  du 
Chien,  that  it  matters  not  lo  uiy  nt  what  |X)ii)t 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  studying  the  large  duk 
and  eloquent  eyes  that  beam  in  swimming  luitrr 
before  me.  The  straight  forehead  is,  perhapt,  a 
thought  too  tow :  and  yet,  while  ihose  treaaea,  dark 
ns  night,  are  gathered  so  far  away  from  ha  broad 
jKilished  surface,  it  were  too  masculine  if  an  atooi 
higher.    I  said  her  features  were  not  rcguUr^i 
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■  ia  too  retrousse  for  a  sculptor'n  model,  yet 
I  never  did  his  chisel  set  that  feature  with   more 

iautiful  distinctness,  between  a  pair  of  clear  and 
pencilled  brows.  How  much  of  maaliood's  force 
and  woman's  fondness  dwells  around  that  mouth  ! 
and  when  its  dewy  portals  disclose  teeth  whiter 
than  "  snow  upon  s  raven's  wing,"  one  need  not 
be  a  Mahometan  to  fancy  Houri's  lips  like  those. 
But  what  shall  I  say  of  her  figure?  It  is  too  much 
below  the  standard  height  to  create  a  sensation  in 
a  ball-room  ;  and  the  untrained  waist,  were  it  not 
for  the  plump  though  falling  shoulders,  and  full 
outline  above,  would  not  appear  too  slender  to  dis- 
pense with  some  of  Mrs.  Canlello's  discipUne:  yet 
such  a  form  would  Hebe  choose,  should  she  roam 
the  world  for  a  new  tenement  to  dwell  in. 

To  repeat  the  unspeakable  and  ludicrously  ex~ 
pressive  name  of  this  Indian  beauty  would  destroy 
any  interest  this  attempt  at  describing  her  may 
have  created ;  and  1  am  half  disposed  to  steal  the 
finely  appropriate  name  of  a  Menomone  belle, 
strongly  resembling  her,  who  is  called  Mokeecht- 
won,  or  *'  The  Bubbling  Spring." 

But  I  am  too  long  a  truant  from  my  fellow-tra* 
veller.  We  descended  the  steep  bluff  together, 
•nd  got  upon  the  now  frail  ice  of  the  Ouisconsin, 
d  pieces  of  loose  timber  thrown 
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out  from  the  shore,  while  we  slid  our  1 
upon  a  smooth  board  over  a  broad  opening  i 
the  margiD  of  the  rapid  curreat.  Once  <m  iht 
maiu  body  of  the  ice,  I  was  dragged  over  i*  • 
trainenu  by  Indians,  while  a  Canadian  or  two  vmt 
ahead  with  long  poles  to  try  the  ice :  and  theo  oa 
reaching  the  oppc&ite  shore,  the  same  ctrmnonia 
being  rqieateJ,  we  after  some  delay  made  good 
our  landing.  A  tall  rickety  old  baroudie  (I  ihoiiU 
as  soon  think  of  driving  an  ox-cari  into  my  hti- 
room,  as  bringing  such  a  machine  among  tbcae  UH( 
at  this  season)  stood  waiting  for  ua  tn  a  froMi 
swamp :  after  stowing  our  baggage,  and  makiaf 
llie  crank  craft  shorten  sail  by  lowering  the  Icalbcn 
top,  we  got  fairly  under  way.  Wc  had  not  gone  a 
mile  before  the  swingle-tree  bralte,  while  tmmag 
a  brisk  stream  ;  and  ourdnTer  having  repmrvd  lb* 
difliculty  after  an  hour's  delay  in  a  heavy  ■»>«• 
storm,  by  cutting  a  piece  of  wood  with  his  knifc 
from  a  grove  at  hand,  we  started  afresh,  nd 
reached  the  foot  of  the  bluff  by  which  you  first  dfr 
scend  into  the  valley  of  ihe  Ouisconsin.  at  about 
three  o'clock.  The  ascent— perhaps  two  huDdnrf 
feet  liigh — was  in  two  pilclie!>,  either  uf  which,  <■ 
a  summer's  day,  would  truuhlo  a  man  tu  waUi  opi 
who  wanted  wind  and  a  firm  tread.  Tliey  yen  no* 
covered  wiih  fresh  snow,  having  an  undcrlayvr^ 
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•olfa  ice,  created  by  (he  previous  thaw,  and  the 
oCce  of  our  two  half-starved  horses  in  ^tting  up 
the  old  barouche,  you  may  readily  imagine,  was  no 
tiuecure.  The  driver  (from  my  own  state)  was  a 
iorwarii,  two-third  witted  fellow,  grafting  the  im- 
pudence of  a  New-York  hackney -coach  man  upon 
the  not  disagreeable  freedom  of  western  cha- 
racter. His  head  was  coaled  with  a  mass  of  hair, 
which  curled  so  tight  as  to  keep  his  eyes  always 
open  on  the  stare,  while  it  was  lined  with  an  accu- 
muUttuo  of  conceit  that  actually  puffed  out  his 
checks;  yet  he  was  bold,  active,  and,  notwith- 
ttanding  his  disagreeable  familiarity,  meimt  well. 
His  two  naga  (which  looked  bke  frames  of  that  in- 
t«rc»tiog  quadrufteil  the  horse,  sot  up  for  further 
finUhiog)  he  honestly  believed,  with  Goldfinch, 
W(TP  "ccjunl  to  any  pair  of  tits  that  ever  touched 
haro«»:"  and  therefore  treated  our  suggestion 
that  they  would  not  Itc  able  to  make  good  their 
footing  lo  the  top  of  the  hill  with  just  disdain. 
Like  Bonaparte,  however,  he  paused  to  harangue 
his  forcfs  before  scaling  the  Alps;  "Now,  you 
Doctor,  be  careful  how  you  tread,  you  infernal 
viUaio— 4nd,  Fanny,  you  know  better,  you  hussy, 
than  to  let  the  Doctor  be  always  a-dragging  you 
his  aide  the  road — now  go  ahead,  (i — d  d — n  you  !" 

I  pithy  address  seemed  to  be  as  well  under- 
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stood  by  the  sagacious  brutes  as  if  our  {riend  had 
spok^u  in  the  Hounhym  language,  tike  GuUim 
hiiiistlf.  The  lenrncd  M.D.  ami  the  gentle  Fannj 
gave  such  a  violent  start,  that,  what  with  oar 
pushing  behind  the  vehicle  and  our  cuaduOot't 
urging  tbem  on  with  an  enormous  ox-guaj  bcftxr. 
the  first  ascent  was,  with  much  floundering,  toen 
made  good :  but  they  could  no  more.  Like  Stun- 
ders  Supplejaw  in  Quentin  Durnard,  "  there  ibn 
stuck."  They  did  indeed  make  little  excunuu 
up  the  side  of  the  hill,  but  it  was  only  ti>  slip  back 
to  the  same  place.  Nor  did  I  wonder  at  it.  I 
was  obliged  myself  to  climb  the  slippery  steep  on 
my  hands  and  koees^  at  the  risk  of  having  my  seek 
broken  by  the  floundering  horses,  who  once  ocariy 
gained  the  top,  when ,  their  footing  giving  way,  thri 
came  tumbling  down,  carriage  and  all,  jutahM 
together  like  the  picture  of  Phaeton's  mtdi^  B 
the  school  edition  of  Tooke'e  I'aolbcon.  In  iki 
last  attempt  they  fortunately  broke  the  carTUft, 
or  we  might  have  cooled  our  heels  on  tbv  spot  dll 
midnight. 

In  the  existing  wreck  of  matter,  howcrcr,  v« 
determined  at  <ince  tu  mount  the  two  In  mm  bur- 
back,  while  our  conductor  fthuuld  try  and  ke^  ap 
with  us  on  foul  till  we  gained  the  lioute  of  a  ttabi 
some  six  or  seven  niilei  off,  and  could  send  back  * 
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ooDTeyanoe  for  our  baggage.  The  horses  being 
with  some  difficulty  led  up  the  hill,  our  conductor 
began  at  once  to  try  the  strength  of  his  legs,  by 
kicking  the  poor  brutes  in  their  ribs, — an  applica- 
tion which  the  Doctor  took  with  as  much  quiet  as 
if  he  felt  that  he  deserved  it  for  his  malpractice. 
The  gentle  Fanny,  however,  seemed  determined  to 
show  her  humane  master  that,  however  he  might 
excel  her  in  the  use  of  the  whip,  she  was  more 
than  a  match  for  him  when  it  came  to  a  flourish 
of  heels ;  and  accordingly,  she  handled  her  hoofs 
with  such  dexterity  that  one  of  them  descended  so 
plumply  upon  the  epigastrium  of  the  offending  con- 
ductor as  nearly  to  drive  the  breath  out  of  his 
body.  He  recoiled  a  few  paces  in  the  snow,  but 
did  not  seem  the  least  hurt,  while  I  mounted  his 
assailant  before  another  round  could  be  had  be- 
tween the  combatants ;  and  my  companion  taking 
the  other  horse,  we  all  pushed  off  together  as  fast 
as  we  could  from  the  scene  of  our  misfortunes. 
Commend  me  to  an  afternoon's  canter  on  the 
back  of  a  broadsword,  but  never  let  my  limbs 
cross  the  naked  chine  of  such  a  beast  again  in  a 
trot  of  six  miles.  My  companion  soon  dismounted 
and  yielded  his  place  to  the  driver,  who  clung  to  the 
bed  of  down  the  rest  of  the  route,  twisting  and  turn- 
ing the  whiles  thereon  at  a  rate  that  made  the 
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wolves — of  which  we  passed  several— 

at  him,  as  if  he  had  had  the  St.  Vitus'*  daaoe. 

The  cabin  at  which  we  stopped  bt-longwl  to 
an  emigrant  originally  from  N'ew-Haitipshire.  but 
now  for  fifteen  years  a  rover  in  the  west.  From 
his  present  residence  he  had  been  several  nmei 
driven  ofT  by  the  Indians,  and  of  course,  like  most 
of  the  settlers,  hated  them  cordially.  He  had  two 
or  three  loaded  rifles  suspended  by  wooden  hool^i 
over  his  fireplace;  and  assigned  to  me  as  a  m- 
son  for  keeping  them  always  thus  ready,  "  thai 
he  was  a  lone  man,  and  didn't  want  any  naaSij 
Indian  to  come  snooping  for  hogs  about  his  place." 
— "  Surely,  sir,"  1  observed,  "  you  would  not  shool 
them  unless  they  did  you  mischief?" — "  Why,  I 
don't  say  as  to  that,  stranger;  but  the  varmint  giie 
us  a  heap  of  trouble ;  and  I  'd  rather  for  their  omv 
sokes  that  none  of  their  rifles  would  comt*  cracking 
about  my  door." — "  Well,  1  always  get  rid  at  the 
red  devils,"  pursued  an  old  backwoodsman  stand- 
ing by,  "  without  sliooting  any  on  them ;  and  il'^ 
only  by  catching  two  that  came  hunting  nt-ar  mc 
last  spring,  and  making  them  u  nil  erst  and  that  ihejr 
run  a  smart  chance  for  their  lives  if  they  evrr  odcm 
within  rifle-shot  of  my  cornfield  again.  Oowrt- 
nicmt's  bought  their  land,  and  it '»  wrong  fijr  tben 
to  be  cavorting  round  quiet  people's  hoUKt  my 
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."  Contrast  such  views  and  feelinga  with  the 
hospitable  conduct  towards  the  Indians  of  recent 
settlers  from  your  own  state,  which  I  have  com- 
memorated in  former  letters,  and  you  will  for  the 
moment  feel  a  glow  of  pride  for  the  generous  deal- 
ings of  the  New-York  emigrant.  Examine  the 
subject  deeper,  and  that  just  pride  will  not  be 
diminished;  but  you  will  at  least  have  t-harity  for 
the  startling  creed  of  the  old  backwoodsman. 

The  cause  of  the  existing  hatred  of  many  of  the 
old  borderers  of  the  very  name  of  Indian  must  be 
sought  for  far  back  in  the  bloody  annals  of  our 
frontiers,  It»  origin  may  there  be  found  in  the 
fierce  collisions,  the  midnight  burnings,  the  mas- 
ucres,  and  cruel  devastations  which  are  familiar 
to  us  in  a  thousand  tales  of  our  infancy.  The 
Intter  feelings,  the  recollection  of  wrongs  com- 
mitted or  incurred — of  vengeance  wreaked  or 
reaped  in  these  desperate  scenes, — have  lived  for 
generations  in  the  families  of  tlieir  daring  and 
much-enduring  actors.  In  the  solitary  life  of  a. 
fnmtier  man,  so  far  removed  from  the  ordinary 
objects  which  engage  the  thoughts  of  men  of  his 
class  in  thickly  settled  parts  of  the  country,  they 
form  his  chief  subject  for  reflection  when  rovinj^ 
the  forest  or  labouring  alon«  in  the  field  by  day; 
ant)  they  are  the  theme  upon  which  he  descants 
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when  his  young  offspring  gather  around  their 
humble  hearth  by  night.  His  children  drink  io 
the  story  with  all  the  greediness  of  infant  ean; 
and  when,  wishing  for  the  detail  of  further  hor- 
rors,  they  are  placed  perforce  by  their  mother 
on  their  pallet  of  straw,  she  stills  their  cries  by 
whispering  the  name  of  some  dreaded  chieftain  m 
their  ears — as  I  have  more  than  once  myself  heard 
the  name  of  Black  Hawk  used  to  still  the  murmun 
of  a  nursling.  The  lessons  thus  taught  are  inen- 
dicable,  while  the  accumulated  passions  and  preju- 
dices of  generations  are  transmitted  and  kept  alive. 
A  peculiar  class  of  men  is  thus  created,  or  rather 
was  created  years  and  years  ago, —  a  class  of  nwo 
as  distinct  in  many  respects  from  the  more  happily 
situated  inhabitants  of  countries  sheltered  by  the 
strong  arm  of  the  law,  as  if  it  had  its  birth  in 
another  planet ;  and  the  chief  characteristic  of  its 
members  is  (I  do  not  speak  ironically),  that  they 
have  two  consciences  —  one  for  the  white  and  an- 
other for  the  red  man.  You  smile  incredulously 
at  such  an  anomaly  in  morals ;  but  however  para- 
doxical it  may  appear  upon  paper,  it  is  a  fact  as 
notorious  as  the  open  day,  that  there  have  been 
and  are  men  on  the  frontiers  whose  dealings  with 
civilized  society,  whose  general  humanity,  whose 
exact  attendance  even  to  their  religious  duties,  are 
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such  as  to  ensure  tbem  respect,  if  not  to  give  them 
weight,  in  any  well-ordered  community, — and  that 
with  these  very  men  the  rights  and  privileges,  the 
property,  the  life  of  an  Indian,  do  not  weigh  a 
feather.  For  some  most  remarkable  and  deeply 
interesting  facts  in  relation  to  this  strange  incon- 
gruity of  disposition,  I  refer  you  to  several  admi- 
rable articles  on  frontier  life  and  **  Indian-hating,*^ 
in  the  back  numbers  of  Judge  Hall's  Western 
Magazine.* 

Now  this  is  the  class  —  bold,  enterprising,  and 
hardy,  true  to  each  other,  and  just  and  hospitable 
to  the  white  stranger,  but  having  no  place  in  their 
^stem  of  doing  good  for  the  unfriended  Indian, — 
which,  since   the  earliest  settlement  of  the  back 

m 

*  If  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  the  records  of  the  crimi- 
nal court  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  state  of  New- York, 
will  supply  some  iacts  in  relation  to  Indian-hating  nearer 
home.  I  think^  it  was  only  October  1833,  that  I  saw  a  state- 
ment in  a  Johnstown  newspaper  in  relation  to  an  Indian 
murder  committed  by  an  old  man  of  sixty,  who  had  been  in 
post  years  tried  and  acquitted  by  Mohawk  juries,  several  times, 
npoo  different  indictments  for  Indian  murders.  He  destroyed 
his  victim,  whom  he  had  never  seen  till  that  moment,  by  pick- 
ing him  off  with  his  rifle,  while  fishing  in  his  canoe  between 
two  white  men.  With  regard  to  the  murderer  it  was  said, 
(hat,  like  Logan,  not  a  drop  of  his  blood  ran  in  the  veins  of 
way  living  creature.  His  kindred  had  been  cut  off  by  the 
ladiaos  while  he  was  yet  a  child. 


led  wilb. 
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countries,  have  been  brought  continually  in  ^ 
tact  wiih  the  original  possessors  of  the  boU. 
alone  are  the  real  pioneers.  Wave  after  wai 
westeni  immi<rration  has  rolled  from  our  cultin 
coast  over  the  Alleghanies  and  ihe  MtBsisnpfH; 
but  while  each  shot  beyond  its  predecessor,  nd 
left  it  settling  far  behind,  it  has  only  thruM  in  jd- 
vance,  it  has  never  absorbetl  or  comuiiDgled  wilix. 
the  distinct  and  narrow  currents  that  first  V 
way.  These  pioneers  do  indeed  continually  f 
Irate  beyond  the  immediate  Indian  lioundariM 
there,  as  is  the  case  in  the  peninsula  of  Michipn 
you  may  see  the  hereditary  enemies  tliey  har«  ]dl 
behind  living  upon  the  kindest  terms  with  tlit  wtm 
white  population  that  buceeede,  until  their  land  be- 
comes so  valuable  as  to  be  coveted  by  ihcir  nrt^ 
bours,  when  governnienl  steps  in  and  miio«0 
them  once  more  to  struggle  with  (hrir  uld  niraNEfl 
beyond  the  border.  Drivea  from  his  favoufili 
hunting-grounds  — torn  from  ihe  grave*  of  hi>  fi^ 
thers,  for  which  he  has  a  sacred  and  almoU  pn- 
iiionate  veneration  - — the  poor  Indian  goe»  fortli 
lo  dwell  among  a  ^Irange  and  often  a  hottik 
people,  with  whom  hi&  dismembered  and  broke* 
tribe  soon  passes  into  a  by-word.  Tlicrr.  gm^ 
rally,  the  terms  he  is  upon  with  the  scBttercd  fkk 
neers  that  have  reached  even  that  remote  ptoc 


WANDBRIMO   INDIANS.  33 

fore  Yom,  prednde  him  from  a  market  for  his  veni- 
lOD  and  skins  in  his  immediate  neighbourhood ;  and 
if  he  does  not  take  to  shooting  his  white  neigh- 
bmm^  hogs,  and  get  brought  down  himself  by  a 
rifle^ball  in  return,  he  wanders  off  to  some  distant 
trading^post,  where  he  runs  himself  incurably  in 
debt  by  taking  at  credit  the  articles  necessary  for 
hit  subsistence,  at  a  thousand  per  cent,  above  their 
market  value.     Here  he  learns  from  the  Scotch 
and  English  trader  to  love  the  Sagitiash*  and  hate 
the  Chemocomon  -^f  to  go  with  the  various  tribes 
within  our  borders  which  the  British  government 
at  this  moment  religiously  keep  in  their  pay,  to 
jeoeiTe  arms  and  presents  at  Maiden  ;  and  to  hold 
himfielf  ready  to  join  the  first  marauding  party  of 
his  red  brethren  which  shall  raise  the  warwhoop 
on  the  border,  and  add  new  venom  to  the  deadly 
feud  of  the  pioneer.     Sometimes,  indeed,  he  be- 
comes a  dealer  in  small  peltries  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  annually  visits  the  home  of  his  child- 
hood,   where   some  thriving   village   has  in    the 
mean  time  sprung  up,  to  dispose  of  the  fruits  of 
the  chase,  and  get  his  supply  of  little  necessa- 
ries in  return.     Several  instances  of  the  last  were 
mentioned    to  me  at  the  pretty  hamlets  of  Ot> 
tawa  and  Hennepin,  on  the  Illinois,  where  I  was 
*  Englishman.  t  American. 
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told  that  the  storekeepers  dealt  with  difTerait  In- 
dians, whom  they  had  repeatedly  trusted  to  ihr 
amount  of  several  hundred  dollars  for  the  term  of  a 
year,  without  their  confidence  being  ever  aboaed. 
But  the  Indian,  returning  hence  to  hia  wild-wood 
haunts,  still,  in  passing  the  frontier,  aruids  the 
beings  between  whom  and  himself  there  is  sudia 
fearful  account  of  mutual  wrong  and  injury  bft 
unbalanced  ;  and  if  he  lies  dowu  at  night  beaMlh 
the  shelter  of  a  white  man's  roof,  it  is  one  tliai 
covers  the  family  of  some  new  wanderer  to  tim 
west,  to  whom  the  wild  deeds  of  frontier-lifc 
are  only  known  through  the  softened  mHUoin  of 
fiction,  as  a  tale  of  other  days.  But  much  mOR 
likely  is  he,  if  his  blanket  alone  be  not  bii  bed,  u> 
betake  himself  to  some  tenantless  mansion,  wbitt 
the  charred  shell  of  what  wax  formerly  the  funilji 
dwelling  of  a  once  happy  but  now  de*oUtwd  fio- 
neer  blackens  the  lonely  heath.  Here,  while  tk 
prairie  blast  whistles  through  the  gapiug  liinbert, 
the  Indian,  crouched  upon  the  floor  where  the  fed 
of  his  red  brothers  have  slipjK-d  in  the  blood  tbdr 
ruthless  hands  have  shed,  may  well  be  suppoaed  to 
exult  in  ibe  demoniac  feelings  of  gratified  rcvHfh 
so  dear  to  his  race,  —  to  brood  through  ibe  bow* 
of  midnight  over  the  accumulated  wnmgt  uadff 
which  he  believes  himself  to  he  suffering,  and  tu 
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urge  from  his  gloomy  lair  in  the  morning  eager 
for  an  encounter  that  may  relieve  his  swollen 
ftwliogs.  Imagine  now  the  white  man,  who  once 
thought  him^lf  the  possessor  of  that  spot ; — 'he, 
the  ruined  parent  of  that  shallered  home,  hanging 
around  the  only  remains  of  all  that  was  dear  to 
him  I  and  then  conceive  what  would  be  the  meet- 
ing of  two  such  beings.  There  is  not  another 
touch  required  to  (he  picture;  and  yet  it  is  no 
picture,  — it  is  reality.  The  deserted  dwellings  I 
have  seen  again  and  again.  The  stories  connected 
with  them  are  so  familiar  in  their  neighbourhood  as 
to  be  told  without  emotion.  The  state  of  feeling 
they  keep  alive  among  the  whites  I  have  already 
explained.  The  isolated  condition  of  the  Indian 
ift,  alas  !  too  well  known. 

But  enough  of  this  for  the  present ;  when  I  have 
delivered  the  letters  which  1  have  for  individuals 
high  in  the  Indian  department  farther  down  the 
country,  you  shall  have  my  own  crude  notions  in 
relation  to  our  national  policy  towards  this  singu> 
lar  people. 

Having  recovered  our  baggage,  I  started  with 
my  fellow-traveller  at  about  ten  o'clock  the  next 
morning,  in  a  jumper,  trusting  to  his  knowledge  of 
the  different  groves,  which  arc  the  landmarks  of 

e  prairies,  for  finding  our  way  to  a  ncighbou 
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between  thirty  and  forty  miles  off.     We  had  pnv 
ceeded  a  very  few  miles,  when,  every  sign  of  a  tnol 
being  covered  with  snow,  we  became  oompietdy 
lost,  and  wandered  over  the  prairie  for  eleven  hours; 
sometimes,  indeed,  we  would  get  a  snatch  of  a  track 
where  the  snow  had  drifted  it  bare,  but  a  few  mo- 
ments afterward  we  would  be  driving  just  as  much 
at  random  as  ever.     The  night  at  last  closed  ia 
extremely  cold,  and  the  wind  swept  over  the  prai- 
rie so  piercingly,  that  the  very  wolves  seemed  to 
shiver  as  they  Gttx>d  looking  at  us  in  the  bright 
moonlight  — (the  number  and  impudence  of  that 
rascals  on  the  prairies  is  almost  incredible)  —  but 
the  glorious  sky  above  us  seemed  to  lend  some  of 
its  influence  to  our  spirits ;  and,  so  long  as  oor 
poor  horse  held  out,  we  determined  to  keepoHi 
His  strength,  however,  began  to  be  too  much  tried 
as  we  passed  along  the  mouth  of  a  number  of 
ravines  scooped  out  of  the  prairie,  and  descended 
occasionally  into  the  groves  that  filled  them,  to  see 
if  we  could  discover  a  house.     The  wearied  brute 
seemed  so  loath  to  leave  the  last  one  we  entered, 
that,  after  pausing  and  hallooing  in  vain  for  some 
time,  I  proposed  that  we  should  turn  him  loose  to 
browse  on  the  trees,  and,  making  a  fire,  lie  down 
in  the  snow  for  the  night.     My  friend  preferred 
trying  one  more  ravine  for  the  house,  as  we  were 
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lOtli  very  sharp  set ;  and  starting  anew  to  tukc  a 
up  tlie  hill-side,  we  came  to  the  briok  of  a 
lid  deep  gully,  which  ray  companion  got 
out  to  examine.  "  Jump  him  over,"  he  cried. 
"  Jump  the  devil .' — the  horse  can  hardly  step." 
"  Try  him." 

"  He  'U  break  the  jumper." 
**  Then  we  '11  camp  upon  the  spot." 
The  grove  eclioed  with  a  single  application  I 
lusde  with  a  flat  stick  to  the  poor  brute's  back, 
and  the  flying  car  (emphatically  ajamper)  landed 
safely  with  me  in  it  on  tlie  otlier  side  of  the  gully. 
We  gained  the  open  prairie  once  more—heard  the 
bark  of  a  watch-dog — and,  descending  another 
ravine,  were  comfortably  housed,  an  hour  befoiv 
,  in  the  log-dwelling  of  a  miner. 
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LETTER  XXV. 

GaleoB,  Upp«r  Missisiippi,  Fcbniary  33nd. 
When  I  came  to  lexik  rouml,  in  tlie  morning,  at 
the  place  where  you  last  left  me  so  fortiinatdjr  k- 
commodated,  I  found  that  our  host,  an  epterprMiw; 
Kentuckiaii,  had  been  very  fortunate  in  his  chont 
of  a  site :  it  was  a  rocky  and,  as  I  was  asaiR^ 
healthful  dell,  about  a  hundred  feet  below  the  mjT- 
rounding  prairie,  abounding  in  lead-ore,  and  haviof 
a  fine  stream,  with  a  considerable  cascade,  oinJ- 
ing  through  its  wooded  bosom.  His  bmise  on 
situated  among  a  clump  of  ashes  and  elms,  ui 
near  it  a  crystal  spring  burst  from  beneath  in 
ancient  sycamore,  in  what  resembled  a  tofml 
rather  than  an  ordinary  fountain  of  water;  maldtf 
altogether  what  in  summer  must  be  a  most  deli- 
cious retreat,  and  affording  even  in  winter  a  rm 
agreeable  change  from  the  windy  prairie  aJbott. 
Inviting,  however,  aa  it  apjieared,  this  Mcqucclrred 
spot  had  some  features  of  a  sinister  aspect.  Willnii 
It  few  hundred  yards  of  this  apparently  peaceAil 
dwelling,  stood  a  strong  block<hou»c  on  the  opd 
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prairie ;  a  refuge  for  the  family  in  time  of  danger ; 
preventing,  by  its  naked  position,  the  secret  ap- 
proach of  a  lurking  foe. 

Passing  this  block-house,  after  an  early  break- 
£ut,  we  struck  a  track  leading  to  the  Platte 
Mounds,  which  were  distinctly  visible,  rearing 
ihetr  blue  peaks  in  the  morning  air.  Our  route 
lay  through  a  beautiful  country  of  mingled  grove 
and  prairie,  where  large  herds  of  deer  were  occa- 
aooally  to  be  seen  roving  about  at  several  miles^ 
distance*  Frequently,  in  places  where  there  were 
no  other  traces  of  man,  we  came  to  trenches  open- 
ed by  miners,  who  had  either  abandoned  them 
in  search  of  more  promising  veins  of  ore,  or  had 
been  driven  away  by  the  Indians.  These  trenches 
bear  exactly  the  appearance  of  a  grave,  and  are 
about  the  same  size ;  and  you  sometimes  meet 
with  hundreds  of  them  in  the  course  of  a  few 
miles^  ride :  for  the  high  price  of  lead,  before  the 
Winnebago  difficulties  of  1828,  attracted  a  vast 
number  of  adventurers  to  this  region,  who  have 
since  abandoned  it  for  the  mineral  districts  of 
Missouri. 

We  came  at  length  to  a  place  where  two  miners 
ir««  sinking  a  shaft  on  the  prairie ;  and  as  there 
was  a  windlass  at  work  over  the  aperture,  I  pre- 
Tailed  on  my  companion  to  wait  until  I  should 
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desccDcl.  I  was  let  down  by  the  rope  i 
momeats,  and  passing  tbrougb  an  uppCT  crfilt 
of  rich  soil,  at  least  three  f«et  thick,  a  stnion 
of  gravel  succeeded,  and  then  coming  down  to 
the  cky,  I  found  a  solitary  miDcr  with  bis  pick 
at  work  upon  a  vein  of  lead-ore.  "  HiDoo, 
stranger!"  he  cried,  as  dangling  midway  I  dark- 
ened the  only  opening  by  which  he  could  recrin 
light ;  "  where  the  devil  do  you  come  from  ?"— 
'"  From  the  state  of  New-York,"  1  answerfd, 
alighting  on  a  big  lump  of  lead-ore  near  him. 
"  Well,  I'm  from  the  state  of  Maine,"  replied  bt, 
laughing ;  "  and  I  'm  glad  [o  see  any  one  ^m  n 
near  home."  I  could  not  but  smile  to  think  bo* 
distant  places  on  the  Atlantic  border  approach 
each  other,  when  viewed  from  this  remote  i 
I  shook  hands  with  niy  near  neighbour  of  1 
pocketed  two  or  three  specimens  of  ore  ^ 
he  struck  out  fur  me,  and  giving  a  signal  1 
the  rope  to  those  abi)ve  at  the  wtndlawi,  my  n- 
surreciion  to  daylight  was  effected  in  a  fe*  my 
ments. 

We  arrired  at  the  Platte  Mounds  in  Ibocoarv 
of  the  afternoon  ;  but  Jl  was  late  on  the  fourth  dlj 
from  IVairie  du  Chien  when  we  reached  Galena 
Here  I  have  been  sorry  to  lose  my  lato  agrembk 
rdlow-lruvellcr:  and  a  frefth  thaw  having  U&lai 
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embargo  upoD  Iravelliog,  by  melting  ihe  snow  and 
icndmog  ihe  streams  impassable,  I  have  endea- 
■•oured  to  occupy  my  time  in  looking  about  Ga- 
ii-(viL  The  mud  is  so  deep  that  it  is  impossible 
i<}  go  afuot ;  and  as  these  steep  hills  are  unBt  for 
i:arriagt.'S,  the  children  going  and  returning  from 
tctiool  pass  tlie  door  of  my  Lodgings  on  horseback 
every  morning  and  evening  ;  three  or  four  boys 
and  girls  sometimes  being  piled  on  before  and  be- 
hiiul  sn  old  tiegro,  till  the  mass  of  heads,  arms,  and 
legs  belonging  to  the  juveniles  makes  the  fabric 
look  like  the  wood-cut  in  the  nursery-book  of  that 
celebrated  ancient  female's  residence,  who  "  had  so 
nunj  children  she  did  not  know  what  to  do." 

The  population  of  Galena  is  about  a  thousand, 
and  that  of  Jo-Davies's  county,  in  which  it  is  si- 
tuated, is  computed  al  6ve  thousand  ;  a  very  large 
proportion  of  which  is  engaged  in  mining  opera- 
tions. The  town,  for  its  size,  is  one  of  the  busiest 
places  in  the  Union.  The  va]ue  of  goods  imported 
toto  (his  place  last  season  amounted  to  150,000 
fkdJars ;  the  exports  of  lead  amounted  to  seven  mil- 
Ukms  of  pounds,  at  four  dollars  fifty  cents,  per 
huodred  weight.  There  were  ninety-six  departures 
and  ninety-seven  arrivals  of  steam-boats  during  the 
Uat  season  ;  three  of  which  were  owned  by  persons 
ged  directly  in  the  trade.     This,  for  a  frontier- 
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towD,  built  ituliffereatly  of  frame  and  I 
thrown  confusedly  together  on  the  side  of  ahiU,U 
certainly  doing  very  well.  People  now  hold  theit 
property  by  a  somewhat  precarious  tenure,  whiefc 
preveuts  them  from  making  improvements,  >VImii 
government  gives  them  title-deeds  to  the  laadi 
they  occupy,  both  Galena  and  the  tuljacent  muD> 
try  will  assume  a  very  different  appearance. 

I  took  c]uite  an  extensive  ride  in  the  neigliboor- 
hood  yesterday.  There  was  to  be  a  public  meH- 
ing  of  the  miners  and  other  residents,  held  abooc 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  town,  upon  the  subjefl 
of  petitioning  Congress  in  relation  to  the  sale  li 
lands;  and  having  procured  a  tolerable  sadl^i^ 
horse,  I  started  with  Colonel  H., — whose  family- 
name  is  already  known  among  the  very  first  in  oor 
history,  and  whose  acknowledged  talents  and  id- 
fluence  iii  this  quarter  will  ensure  his  oiakinf;  > 
tigure  in  public  life,  when  (he  new  statr  of  1j 
consin  shall  take  her  place  in  the  oonfetl 
But  a  few  years  have  elapsed  since  he  1 
city  of  New-York,  a  mere  youth,  to  try  h 
in   the  west, — since  then  he  has  followed  i 

*  A  period  mu^  lesa  reniote  (han  many  would 
The  oounir]'  between  Hock  llivet  and  ih« 
blues  perhaps  more  udtwiuges  li>r  emtgiaitcM 
Mnbed  in  ilie  wliole  of  iliis  lour,    lliu  lying  bell 
FoM  River  and  Lake  Michigan  U  repiawuted  M  beins 
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ferent  times  the  various  occupations  of  a  lawyer, 
a  drover,  a  miner,  and  lastly  a  smelter,  besides 
taking  an  active  part  in  two  Indian  wars,  where 
his  early  West  Point  education  came  favourably 
into  play.  Ck>lonel  H.  is,  perhaps,  second  only  to 
Gteneral  Dodge  in  knowledge  of  frontier-affairs, 
and  popularity  with  the  backwoodsmen  in  this 
quarter. 

I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea  of  the  thoroughly 
democratic  state  of  society  here,  than  by  repeating 
die  whimsical  conversation  in  which  I  first  became 
aware  of  this  gentleman^s  being  a  resident  of  these 
parts. 

•*  I  aUow  that  you  know  Colonel  H.  of  your 
city  ?***  asked  a  sturdy  borderer  and  thriving  farmer 
of  me,  a  few  weeks  since,  while  in  the  lower 
country. 

"  Colonel  H.,  the  son  of  General  H.  ?  certainly 
I  do :  why,  what  in  the  world  brought  him  out 
here  at  this  season  ?  You  must  be  mistaken,  my 
dear  sir ;  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  U.  S.  district 
attorney,  would  hardly  allow  him  to  take  such  a 
tour  as  this." 

good ;  and,  supposing  the  Indian  difficulties  to  be  now  for 
efer  terminated  in  this  quarter,  this  region  will  fill  with 
QOrtKem  emigrants  the  moment  it  becomes  known.  A  glance 
tt  tbe  map  will  show  how  fayourably  it  is  situated  for  trade, 
commanding  the  markets  alike  of  Bufialo  and  New-Orleans. 
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"  Tower,  stranger  .'  why  he's  living  amoDg  us.* 

"  Here  ?" 

'*  T4o,  not  exactly  on  thJs  prairie,  but  in  llw 
mines.  The  colonel  took  a  drove  of  hogs  up  for 
me,  some  time  since," 

"  My  dear  friend,"  replied  I,  laughing  heartD; 
at  the  very  idea,  "  Colonel  H.  would  see  you  Id 
the  devil  first,  before  he'd  take  ten  steps  iiftrr  * 
drove  of  hogs,  for  you  or  any  one  else." 

"  By  G — d  !  sir,"  rejoined  the  backwoodnaaD, 
with  some  excitement,  "  you  don't  know  Btllt 
Bill ;  for  though  he  15  the  eon  of  General  H.,  tod 
the  smartest  man  in  all  these  parts  to  boot,  hi-hu 
none  of  y'r  d — d  foolish  pride  about  him  ;  bul 
would  just  as  soon  drive  any  honest  rojin')>  hap 
over  the  prairie  as  his  own." 

"  Certainly,  sir,  the  Colonel  H.  that  1  mcto 
would  just  as  soon  drive  your  hogs  as  he  would 
his  own  ;  but  I  now  perceive  that  your  *  littlr  BilT 
is  a  very  different  person  from  the  one  I  alluib 
to:  yet  no  one  could  admire  the  independence  of 
character  you  ascribe  to  him  more  than  I  do." 

"  Squire,  give  ua  your  hand  !  you  and  littW 
Bill  must  know  each  other  before  you  leave  tin 
counlry." 

I  had  nn  opportunity  of  hearing  Mr.  H.  additS 
a  public  meeting  on  tlie  evening  of  my  ■ 
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Galena,  and  was  much  struck  with  the  logical  pre- 
cision and  force  with  which  he  spoke;  and  with 
his  fluency,  clear  enunciation,  and  thorough  com- 
mand of  himself  and  his  audience.  His  features, 
when  animated  in  speaking,  bore  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  those  of  his  great  and  lamented  father, 
as  exhibited  in  the  plaster  casts  which  are  fami- 
liar to  every  one. 

**  Colonel  H.,^  said  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced me,  **  is  at  present  disguised  in  a  suit  of 
broadcloth;  to  have  him  in  character,  sir,  you 
should  see  him  in  his  leather  shirt  and  drawers, 
driving  his  ox-team  with  a  load  of  lead  into  town.^ 
Mr.  H.  laughed  in  reply;  and  our  horses  being 
ready,  we  mounted,  and  soon  escaping  from  the 
muddy  town,  found  topics  enough  for  conversation 
while  galloping  through  the  oak  openings  on  the 
hills  beyond.  The  gathering  proved  to  be  not  so 
numerous,  when  we  arrived  at  the  place  of  meet- 
ing, as  I  had  hoped ;  and,  though  in  the  grouping 
of  wild-looking  6gures,  with  their  variety  of 
strange  faces  and  striking  costumes,  Inman^s 
bold  pencil  might  have  found  some  fine  studies, 
yet  I  was  wholly  disappointed  in  any  outland- 
ish exhibitions  of  character.  They  were,  in 
(act,  as  civil  and  well-behaved  a  set  as  would 
come    to    the    call    of   a   committee  in   any   of 
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the  best -inhabited  wards  in  your  dly. 
civility  to  me, indeed ^beiogastranger — coul 
be  exceeded;  I  never  approached  tlie  6re,  but  two 
or  three  rose  to  offer  me  a  seat ;  and  scarcelv  vot 
of  the  company  called  for  anytliing  to  drink,  but, 
turning  round,  be  would  add,  "  Stranger,  traa^ 
you  join  us  r"  As  we  itpent  several  hours  UBOOf 
them  merely  talking  and  moviug  round,  wiihoW 
getting  up  any  furnial  meeting,  I  had  ample  \timm 
to  study  the  different  appearances  of  the  compuif, 
as  some  bent  over  a  card-table,  where  the  pMtn 
of  dirty  pasteboard  were  rapidly  compelling  ita 
small  piles  of  money  collected  there  to  du^t 
hands  i  while  others  lay  stretched  in  the  sun  a|« 
the  wood-pile  before  the  open  door,  lintleulv  whil- 
tling  a  piece  of  stick  with  their  long  huntisf- 
knives.  One  of  the  mo&t  striking  figure*  «*•■ 
tall  youug  man  of  alwut  seven  or  eight'Snd'twnitJf 
whose  delicate  features,  though  somewhat  In- 
browned  with  toil  and  exposure,  were  only  rclicwJ 
from  effeminacy  by  a  dark  lieard  triroinn)  anniii 
his  oval  face  and  depending  from  his  chin,  tuudiin 
the  style  that  Sir  Walter  Raleif^h  and  Sbakipmtt 
are  painted, — cither  of  whose  fine  heads  bis  higtii 
pale,  and  expressive  forehead  would  not  h»\c  n>- 
become.  His  figure,  about  six  fe«t  in  bright, ■>* 
set  off  by  a  close-fitting   huoting-shirt  of  bkiA 
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■ckskiD,  lightly  embroidered  on  the  collar  and 
Uins  with  straw-coloured  silk,  which,  from  long 
UH,  had  grown  so  dingy  as  scarcely  to  be  detected 
upon  the  rusty  leather  it  was  meant  to  adorn. 
Others  there  were  with  the  contmoo  cotton  hunting- 
■birt  of  the  we&t  belted  around  tliem.  But  the 
majority  were  dressed  in  rough  blanket-coats  of 
•Tery  possible  colour;  while  a  vest  of  the  most 
coctly  description,  with  pantaloons  of  Kentucky 
jeao,  would  often  eomplele  their  incongruous 
Apparel. 

I  could  form  a  tolerable  estimate  of  the  intelli- 
genve  of  this  collection  of  people,  from  observing 
ibe  language  which  my  new  friend  used  in  talking 
to  iheui  upon  the  subject  that  brought  them  toge- 
ther ;  and,  when  speaking  in  earnest,  it  was  inve- 
rulily  such  as  one  educated  gentleman  would  UBe 
to  another  when  comparing  views  upon  any  new 
topic  of  interest.  U|)on  my  commenting  upon 
thb,  after  we  had  bid  them  farewell,  and  were 
riding  off  together,  my  companion  observed,  that 
there  were  not  only  many  strong-minded  men  of 
Mxlinary  education  who  bail  adopted  the  way  of 
life  which  I  saw  prevailing  around  me,  but  that, 
had  I  time  to  remain  longer  in  tlial  section  of 
country,  he  could  point  out  to  me  a  number  of 
regularly  educated  persons,  the  graduates  of  more 
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Ihan  one  of  our  eastern  colleges,  who  « 
their  fortunes  in  this  region  in  the  cjijiacityi 
common  miners.  Wliile  he  was  yet  sp«ak.ing,  <n 
were  accosted  by  a  poorly  clnd  And  in  even 
respect  ordiaary- loo  king  person,  to  whom  my  doM- 
panion  replied  with  great  politeness ;  tad  dlCB 
resuming  the  subject  after  we  had  paused  the  fcr> 
lorn  shantee  which  the  individual  called  his  bouth 
— *'  Par  exempU,'"  he  exclaimed,  "  thai  mao  -m»i 
a  shrewd,  sensible  fellow  he  is — was  bred  to  th* 
bar  in  your  state ;  he  looks  poor  enough  do«,  tl 
is  true,  but  I  hear  that  he  has  lately  »truck  ■  Itmi, 
and  a  few  years  will  probably  find  him  in  iod*- 
pendent  circumstances.  We  are  now,  yon  d^ 
serve,  among  his  diggings;  and  though  at  ibii 
moment  he  has  hands  to  help  him,  I  beliere  be 
began,  like  most  of  us,  with  his  single  pick. 
that  trench,  now,  and  guide  your  hone  thl 
those  pitfalls  on  the  right,  and  I  will  take  y 
a  point  wliere  you  may  see  how  wr  get  up  tb* 


pliera  b* 
t  un  tit*     ■ 


Following  my  conductor  ntong  a  milo  or  t»o 
farther  of  pretty  ruUf|h  road,  wi-  cunv  at  lairt  U 
n  spot  where  a  huge  mound  of  cartli,  with  | 
of  lead-ore  BCAtlered  ht-re  and  there  on  t 
cent  ground,  shawet)  that  a  tnine  was  vrt 
"  illy  worked  beneath  ;   and  giving  c 
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V|0  ao  Moomniodating  fellow  that  stood  hy,  we 
threiroffour  overcoats  and  prepared  to  descend 
iato  it.  The  orifice  on  the  lop  of  the  mound,  over 
which  a  windlass  wan  placed,  was  about  three  feet 
K)ijare,  lieing  lined  with  split  logs  crossing  each 
olbn-  at  the  angles  down  to  the  original  surface  of 
the  ■oil,  below  which  point  the  adhesiveness  of  the 
ewth  seemed  to  he  all  that  kept  the  sides  of  the 
pil  together.  It  was  so  dark,  however,  at  this  part 
of  the  passage  down,  that  other  precautions  may 
have  escaped  me.  Taking  the  rope  from  above  in 
my  hands,  and  placing  my  foot  in  a  wooden  hook 
attached  to  the  end  of  it,  I  swung  myself  from  the 
top,  and  in  a  few  moments  descended  some  seventy 
or  eighty  feet  below  the  surface.  The  narrow 
cbamber  was  of  course  excessively  dark  to  one 
just  coming  from  the  light  of  day ;  and  landing 
upon  the  edge  of  a  tub  immediately  beneath  the 
aperture  through  which  I  had  descended,  I  lost  my 
foothold  and  pitched  head  over  heels  in  the  water 
with  which  the  bottom  of  the  mine  was  flooded. 
"Any  one  burl?"  cried  a  voice  behind  me;  and 
looking  round  as  I  sprang  to  my  feet,  I  found  my- 
iclf  in  a  long  horizontal  passage  or  narrow  gallery, 
with  8  grim-looking  miner  approaching  me  with  a 
lantern  in  one  hand  and  a  pickaxe  in  the  other. 
'   next   moment    the   form   of  my  companion 
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darkened  the  opening;  above,  and  thai,  after  Imt 
ing  by  my  side,  he  iulroduced  me  to  the  mitwr, 
vho  proceeded  to  shoir  ub  about  tb«sie  sublem- 
nean  premises.  They  consisted  of  three  or  fMit 
galleries,  generally  terminating  in  a  caaiiiii» 
centre,  though  one  or  two  short  onc^  jun  ew- 
menced,  ran  off  at  riglil  angles  to  the  rcM :  ml 
the  lead-ore,  which  glitters  like  frosted  silvtr  in 
its  native  bed,  appeared  to  lie  iu  thick  barimnl^ 
strata  along  their  side.  The  massea  wm  md^ 
separated  by  the  pickaxe  from  the  neighboMlf 
clay,  and  several  tubs-full  were  drawn  up  hjrtki 
windlass  during  our  visit.  The  labour  and  txf^ 
sure  of  these  miners  is  very  great ;  but  the  lUc^li 
those  who  have  an  interest  in  the  work,  is  ^dia 
be  so  exciting,  that  the  most  indolent  man,  «kl> 
he  has  once  fairly  burrowed  under  ground.  Mil 
got  a  scent  of  what  is  called  "  a  Uad,''*  will  win 
devotion  to  his  toil  with  the  most  indu&trioat  of 
those  who  labour  in  the  light  of  heaven.  Bit  K^ 
mulus,  indeed,  resembles  that  of  the  gold'hunle'L 
for  the  lead,  when  delivered  at  Gatena,  is  as  food 
as  coin  in  his  ]Mx-k.et ;  while,  if  be  cbanceK  to  tfrik* 
a  rich  /fad  of  mineral,  he  at  once  beooines  iwl*- 
pendent,--as,  if  he  does  not  cbocMC  to  work  it  oi 
his  own  at'count,  there  are  bouses  in  Gakoa  «ki^ 
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will  purchase  him  out  for  a  handsome  sum,  for  the 
sake  of  speculation. 

It  was  late  in  the  eveniDg,  when,  after  taking 
this  wide  circuity  I  once  more  regained  my 
lodgings  at  Galena.  I  found  the  tavern  entirely 
deserted,  and  upon  inqufring  the  cause,  and  learn- 
ing that  there  was  *^  a  play  to  be  acted  in  town/^ 
I  rock  <}ff  at  once  to  attend  the  theatre.  It  was 
m  the  upper  part  of  an  unfinished  house  built  on 
the  side  of  a  hill.  Entering  the  front  door,  I  had 
to  make  my  way  to  a  rude  staircase  by  a  plank 
laid  across  the  naked  beams,  for  as  yet  there  was 
DO  floor  to  the  lower  story.  Below  me  were 
horses  feeding,  the  basement  or  cellar,  which 
opened  in  the  lower  street,  being  used  as  a  stable. 
The  company  consisted  of  four  grown  persons 
and  a  child  about  ten  years  old,  and  the  play 
was  the  melo-drama  of  The  Woodman's  Hut. 
A  thing  so  easily  turned  into  ridicule  would  be 
game  not  worth  hunting  down,  and  I  mean,  there- 
fore, to  disappoint  any  ill-natured  expectations 
you  may  have  of  the  picture  I  could  give  of 
Galena  theatricals.  That  the  rest  of  the  audience 
were  at  least  as  liberal  as  myself,  you  may  gather 
from  the  fact  of  their  showering  half-dollars  like 
peas  upon  the  stage,  to  express  their  delight  at 
the  little  girFs  dancing  between  the  acts,  which 
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certainly  did  not  surpass  that  of  the  Vcs 
III  mention  Taglinni.  1  left  the  saloon  dttring  the 
performaDce  of  the  melo-dranm,  and  was  stond- 
iog  in  the  apartment  beluw,  when  I  was  not  a 
little  startled  by  a  heavy  missile  which  whisud 
by  my  ear,  struck  fire  in  encountering  a  beam  ntar 
to  me,  and  concluded  its  career  by  giving  > 
hearty  thump  to  a  horse  who  was  soberly  rumi- 
nating in  his  stall  beneath.  The  mystery  wu 
presently  cleared  up  by  a  little  negro  dropping  ■( 
a  bound  from  the  entrance  to  the  Thespian  luU 
above,  and  exclaiming,  "  Did  you  see  a  gun  mp 
by  here,  sir  ?  The  count  went  to  stand  it  ia  tbi 
corner,  and  it  slipped  between  the  planks  of  tlv 
Hour."  I  directed  the  imp  to  the  realms  bdov, 
and  starting  at  once  for  roy  lodgings,  had  no  (at- 
ther  opportunity  to  study  these  unrehearsed  itigc 
effects. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

Peoria,  Illinois,  March  4th,  1834. 

I  HATE  had  a  variety  of  amusing  and  some 
▼exatkms  adventures  in  crossing  the  country  from 
Galena  to  this  central  place ;  but  you  have  now 
been  with  me  so  long  upon  the  prairies  that  I 
shall  not  fatigue  you  by  detailing  more  of  a  tra- 
veller's passing  mishaps  and  petty  encounters. 
The  great  melting  of  the  snows  that  detained  me 
at  Oalena  was  followed  by  a  sharp  frost,  which, 
crusting  over  the  swollen  streams,  made  their 
passage  very  painful  for  the  horses.  In  passing 
through  the  Winnebago  swamp,  we  drove  for  the 
distance  of  a  mile  through  water  up  to  the  chests 
of  our  horses,  and  so  heavily  coated  with  ice,  that 
it  was  as  much  as  the  leaders  could  do  to  break  a 
way  with  their  fore  feet.  My  fellow-traveller, 
however, — for  I  started  with  but  one  from  Oalena, 
— ^proved  to  be  an  old  campaigner  and  capital 
travelling  companion,  and  we  managed  to  extract 
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some  amusement  from  every  occurrence,  however 
jmnoying ;  and  whether  we  were  jolting  over  fbe 
frozen  ground  in  an  open  waggon  without  springs 
or  seats,  or  keeping  the  freezing  night-wind  awajr 
by  stuffing  our  bed-clothes  in  the  crevices,  as  we 
shared  a  pallet  together  in  some  half-constructed 
log-edifice,  the  spirit  of  fun  and  good-humour  has 
been  sympathetic  between  us. 

About  a  day'^8  journey  from  Oalena,  we  passed 
over  a  reach  of  prairie,  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  in  extent,  where  my  companion,  who  is  t 
middle^ged  man,  was  fortunate  enough,  a  fev 
winters  ago,  to  be  the  cause  of  saving  a  great  raanj 
lives.  A  train  of  sleighs,  holding  more  tbao  i 
dozen  people,  among  whom  were  several  femdesi 
started  immediately  after  breakfast  to  cross  this 
narrow  arm  of  the  prairie ;  and  though  the  dis> 
tance  was  only  what  I  have  stated,  they  contrived 
somehow  to  lose  their  way  in  the  snow,  and  night 
closing  in  found  them  apparently  as  far  from  the 
house  they  were  seeking  as  when  they  started  in 
the  morning.  They  had,  in  fact,  during  a  sudden 
flurry  of  snow  turned  completely  round,  and,  if 
my  companion  was  the  first  to  discover,  were  ac- 
tually going  backward,  instead  of  advancing  on 
their  route.  A  council  was  at  once  held,  and  all 
except  my  friend  were  for  still  pushing  forward ; 
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though  the  horses  were  worn  down  with  fatigue, 
and  several  of  the  travellers  already  frost-bitten  or 
becoming  torpid  with  cold.  But  my  companion, 
who  probably  had  more  experience  in  such  scenes 
than  any  of  the  company,  took  command  and 
ordered  a  halt,  warning  them  that  they  would 
perish,  should  they  not  make  use  of  the  few  mo- 
ments of  light  that  were  left  to  secure  themselves 
for  the  night.  Fortunately  every  one  yielded  to 
him.  The  horses  were  turned  loose,  the  snow  was 
cleared  away  from  a  large  space  of  ground,  which 
was  forthwith  cov^ed  with  bufialo-skins,  and  the 
largest  sleigh  in  the  train  placed  inverted  upon 
them» .  l^e  whole  company,  with  the  exception  of 
my  friend,  crawled  beneath  this  shelter,  while  he 
remained  outside  and  covered  up  the  box  with 
SHOW,  shovelling  it  on  with  a  piece  of  board. 
This  exercise — which  alone  saved  his  life,  while  it 
ensured  the  safety  of  theirs — he  continued  till 
morning,  when  some  of  the  horses  having  found 
their  way  into  the  settlements,  the  people  came 
out  and  led  the  company  to  their  homes.  During 
the  same  spell  of  weather,  if  not  on  the  same 
night,  two  waggoners  and  some  oxen  were  frozen 
on  the  prairie,  farther  down  the  country,  on  a 
•route  which  I  have  since  passed.  There  were 
three  of  them  in  company,  each  with  a  team,  con- 
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vejinggoods  to  some  point  on  tlic  llHnot*.  fiti- 
ing  iheir  oxen  gradually  bcoomia^  •tiff  iritbc^ 
they  iletennineii  to  leave  them  and  liurry  OD  ^mt 
house.  One  uf  the  tliree  g^v^  ***^^  be&m  ibn 
had  gone  many  inilc»,  and  bis  conipaiiioiu  burinl 
him  in  a  anow-baok ;  the  second  sank  down  on  the 
rood ;  and  the  third  only  succeeded  in  reacluDf  i 
house  and  saving  his  life.  Part  of  the  load  irf 
these  poor  fellows  consisted  of  blankets,  whicb. 
had  they  known  it,  might  have  saved  tbcia.  Tbr 
incident  struck  me  when  (old  near  the  spoluas 
cold  day,  though  not  so  much  a»  n  similar  stsi 
which  I  heard  when  I  tirat  came  upon  the  ffrod 
prairie  in  Indiana.  It  related  to  ibc  fate  of  t» 
emigrant  who  attempted  to  cross  a  broad  arm  J 
the  prairie  with  his  family,  in  an  oipra  wa^iKi,«Bi 
a  very  cold  day.  They  were  found  Mifl*  in  Uk 
road,  the  horses  frozeu  in  their  traces,  and  Ami- 
ing  upright,  as  if  petrified,  and  the  hum  iamiaf 
against  llie  waggon,  with  a  fnginent  toni  iraM  it 
in  his  hands,  as  if  in  the  act  of  iryioft  to  bmJ>« 
Jire,  The  mother  sat  erect,  with  an  infant  in  br 
arms  ;  but  the  childrL'n  were  curled  about  htt  t^ 
ill  every  poitilion  that  an  attempt  la  akreen  tluik 
selves  from  the  cruei  exposure  could  auggvtu  ^ 
But  these  stories,  of  which  I  could  tell  ja*s 
hundred,  Ixgin  now  to  lose  their  rflcci,  u,  «tli 
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■  gradual  opening  of  spring,  I  find  myself  ap- 
proaching a  milder  region.  The  last  day's  travel 
has  led  along  ttiose  sunny  bottoms  of  the  Illinois, 
where,  even  at  this  early  season,  the  chatleriog  of 
ihe  paroquet  may  lie  heard  upon  every  side;  and 
here  and  there  I  have  been  delighted  to  observe  a 
tender  green  stealing  over  those  sheltered  mea- 
dows l»eneath  the  retreating  banks  of  the  river. 
whose  narrow  limits  and  basin-like  appearance  an- 
*wer  so  completely  to  my  preconceived  ideas  of  a 
pruric.  The  Illinois,  about  thirty  mites  above 
this  point,  expands  into  a  fine  lake,  upon  the 
bank*  of  which  Peoria  is  situated.  The  site  is 
one  of  the  prettiest  for  a  town  that  I  ever  saw. 
The  approach  to  it  is  through  alternate  praines 
ind  richly  wooded  bottoms,  that  fringe  the  lake 
\i  a  vegetation  of  stupendous  growth,  and  give 

mpses  of  ita  sparkling  waters  and  blue  islets 
ibnnigh  festoons  of  *ine»  overhanging  the  road  fur 
mile*  cxinlinuuu^ly.  It  must  in  snnimtr  be  a  scene 
of  fairy  land. 

Peoria  is  about  the  geographical  centre  of  Illi- 
luis,  though  by  no  means  as  yet  the  centre  of  p<i- 
pulation,  which  is  still  far  to  the  suuth-ea.st.  This 
place  >!t  rapidly  improving,  and  may  very  possibly 
become  the  future  seat  of  government.  It  has  in- 
Kacbauslible  quantities  of  bituminous  coal  in  its 
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vicinity,  and  commands  an  unbroken  steamboat 
navigation  with  St  Louis.     The  adjacent  coualrj 
is  very  fertile.     The  schI,  like  that  of  lUiaob 
generally,  is  better  suit^  to  the  grasier  than  the 
agriculturist.     It  is  composed  of  a  black  aad  rich 
mould,  with  a  small  admixture  of  fine  •jKrini— 
sand,  and  rests  on  soft  and  permeable  day  withoat 
being  interspersed  with   stone  or  gravd.    TUi 
formation,  while  it  is  unfavourable  to  the  existcaee 
of  perennial  streams  and  fountains,  and  impedei 
the  plough  at  the  agriculturist,   and  endangcn 
his  health  by  the  creation  of  miasma,  yet  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  middle  lands  furnishes  inexhausti- 
ble meadows  to  the  grazier,  and  every  fMrility  for 
canals  and  railroads.     The  Illinois  River  %ras  de- 
scribed by  General  6.  B.  Clark  so  long  ago  si 
1777,  as  ^*  a  natural  canal  passing  through  natund 
meadows;"  and  the  facility  with  which  branches 
might  be  made  as  the  country  requires  them  is 
now  very  apparent.     The  route  of  the  proposed 
can«il  (of  which  I  have  before  spoken),  to  ccMUMCt 
the  waters  of  Lake  Superior  with   those  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  by  a  communication  of  only  one 
hundred  miles,  commences  at  a  point  on  the  Chi* 
cago  River,  five  miles  above  its  mouth,  where  the 
water  is  twelve  feet  deep,  and  on  a  level  with  Lake 
Michigan ;  thence  seven  miles  and  a  half  to  the 
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t-level,  which  is  seventeen  feet  above  the 

of  Lake  Michigan,  and  five  feet  nine  inches 

b  the  DcB-Plaine :   thence  (for  only  a  ship- 

I)   down    tlie  valley  of  the   Des-Plaine   anti 

about  ninety  miles,  with  one  hundred  and 

Mjr-flve  feet  descent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little 

RflioD,  four  miles  below  the  rapids  of  the  lUi- 

fliver;  at  which  )x>int  that  stream  is  naviga- 

eleamboats  at  all  seasons." 

years  and  40,000  dollars  have  now  been 

l-upon  this  work,  and  not  a  shovelful  of  earth, 

li»  I  can  Icarn,  is  yet  removed  from  tlie  soil. 

le  New. York  merchants  step  in  and  make  it, 

ibe  warehouses  of  Buffalo  will  be  to  St.  Louis 

>those  of  New-Orleans  are  at  present.     New- 

fe  will  have  the  whole  trade  of  the  Mississippi 

ty,  and  the  vast  regions  of  the  Missouri  will 

^butary  to  her  market.     A  canal-boat   that 

jl^vigate  the  lakes  may  then  clear  at  New  York, 

iBcbarge  her  cargo  at  a  trading-post  on  the 

r   Stone.     Such   a  canal    would   be   to   this 

what  a  cut  through  the  Ixthmus  of  Darieii 

Id  be  to  the  world ;   the  one  would   draw  St. 

>  as  near  to  New-York  aa  the  olher  would 

to  Europe.     It  would  be  well  indeed  that 

hnnent  sliould  make  it ;  but  the  means  re- 

•  See  Dote  D. 
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cjuired  are  so  slight  in  comparison  with  those  in- 
vested in  a  hundred  stmiUr  works,  in  diKimit 
pans  of  the  country,  as  to  bring  it  easily  within 
the  limits  of  individual  enterprise. 

The  State  of  Illinois,  judging  Cram  the  ptvgm* 
alrejtdy  made,  will  uol  complete  the  canat  for  half 
a  century  to  come.  The  want  of  capital  ti  hen 
io  great  as  alioost  to  seal  np  each  outlet  for  ntet- 
prise,  though  they  pment  ihemsriveA  on  enrr 
side;  and  our  eastt-m  capitalists  are  so  oompfebilv 
igtwrani  of  the  prodigious  resources  of  this  R|pn 
that  it  may  be  long  before  tb«  defect  is  tup|)lie<l 
\^'ere  the  people  in  our  rich  eaatem  dtie*  oicrr 
familiar  with  even  the  geographical  reUtitnt  itf 
this  extraordinary  region,  I  am  oonvinoed  ihu 
more  than  one  company  would  W  fomed  ibl 
would  be  eager  to  purchase  from  the  Suti- 1^ 
Illinois,  at  a  handsome  premium,  the  rig^i  of 
making  the  canal,  Br»d  holding  it  in  joint-stoeL  fm 
a  term  of  years. 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

St.  Louisy  March  9Ui«  1834. 
Hbrb  I  am,  safely  at  last  in  the  renowned  city 
of  San^  Louin.  Our*  route  from  Peoria,  by  the 
way  of  the  flourishing  towns  of  Springfield,  Jack- 
sottville,^  and  Alton,  through  the  small  meadow. 
Hke  and  half-cultivated  prairies  of  Lower  Illinois, 
was  rery  agreeable.  I  believe  I  have  not  men- 
tioned, that  before  getting  into  this  fair  and  com- 
paratively populous  region,  I  had  the  pleasure, 
while  crossing  one  prairie  of  considerable  extent, 
of  seeing  it  on  fire  on  every  side  around  me.  The 
hour  was  near  midnight,  and  the  spectacle  was 
magnificent  beyond  description.  An  illustration 
by  Westall'^s  pencil  of  the  Rich  Man  in  the  Burn- 
ing Lake,  which  I  have  seen  somewhere,  would 
give  as  near  an  idea  of  the  scene  as  the  painter'^s 
art  could  convey.  In  one  place  the  prairie  pre- 
sented exactly  the  appearance  of  a  broad  burning 
pool,  in  others  the  flames  swelled  up  like  seas  of 
fire,  rolling  the  liquid  element  in  solid  columns 

*  See  note  E. 
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over  the  land ;  and  then,  like  the  waves  of  the  sea 
itself,  when  they  break  upon  the  shore,  a  thousand 
forked  tongues  of  flame  would  project  themselves 
far  beyond  the  broken  mass,  and  greedily  lick  up 
the  dry  aliment  that  lay  before  them.  Our  horses 
did  not  seem  to  mind  the  phenomenon  at  all,  and 
we  drove  so  near  to  the  fire  as  to  feel  the  beat 
very  sensibly.  But  though  we  probaUy  incumtd 
no  danger,  it  was  almost  startling,  at  tinses,  to  see 
a  wall  of  fire  as  high  as  our  horsea'*  ears,  in  some 
places,  stretching  along  the  road-side,  while  the 
flames  would  shoot  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet  or 
more  when  a  gust  of  wind  would  sweep  the  prairie. 
We  had  an  accession  of  four  or  five  passengers 
at  Jacksonville,  a  very  pretty  and  flourishing4ook- 
ing  place ;  and  I  was  not  a  little  amused  to  find, 
that  out  of  six  persons  in  the  stage  we  had  four 
colonels ;  and  when  we  chanced  to  stop  at  a  tavein, 
where  I  saw  a  cartridge-box  and  a  musket  over 
the  mantelpiece,  I  could  not  help  remarking  aloud, 
that  it  was  the  first  symptom  of  the  existence  of  a 
private  I  had  seen  in  the  country.  Some  of  the 
colonels  looked  a  little  sour,  and  the  jest  might  not 
have  passed  oiF  as  easily  as  I  could  have  wished 
it,  had  not  my  friend,  who  was  also  a  ccdonel, 
entered  my  name  on  the  tavern-register  by  the 
same  distinguished  title,  which,  I  presume,  quali- 
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i  me  to  speak  n  little  ail  Hbiliim  of  miliiia  deeds 


k.Th«  character  of  the  country  between  Peoria 
and  Alton,  where  ynu  first  strike  the  Mississippi, 
is  much  the  same  as  thai  described  in  the  previous 
part  of  this  letter.  The  prairies  are  smaller  and 
re  fertile-looking  than  in  the  upper  country  ; 
I  when  not  under  cuhivatton,  resemble  what 
;  the  North  are  called  "  rivtr-^lats,'"  or  natural 
k1ow».  White  on  the  immense  plateaux  or 
Ippes  which  form  the  prairies  of  the  north- 
•tern  part  of  this  State,  on  this  side  of  Rock 
*er,  t  described  the  occasional  tracts  of  woikI- 
id  l»  you  as  occupying  generally  the  hollows 
i  ravines  of  those  interminabiL!  plains,  and  thus 
idmag  preposterous  a  favourite  surmise  of 
me  philosophers,  who  would  have  it  that  the 
nncs  arc  the  deserted  beds  of  lakes,  from  whuiie 
Arrs  the  existing  groves  once  reared  themselves 
lislaiids.  In  the  districts  which  I  have  traversed 
Itcrly,  however,  the  woodland,  being  generally 
||>er  than  the  prairie,  gives  a  degree  of  reason- 
imest  to  the  suppositionj  and,  indeed,  where 
to  new  grass  has  begun  to  show  itself  in  these 
diuw  basins,  one  could  almost  supimse  thut 
Be  freakish  power,  more  than  mortal,  —  such  as 
viJ  loved  to  sing,  —  had  been  at  work  inetainur- 
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phosing  the  unstable  waters  into  lakes  of  Terdnre. 

These  rich  savannas  are  in  some  places  so  shdter- 

ed  by  the  lofty  forests  around  them,  that  the  eoU 

winds  have  but  little  play ;  and  to  no  lovdicr 

spots  can  Spring  make  her  first  visits  than  to  the 

beautiful  groves  which  repose  here  and  there  over 

their  bosom ;  and  even  now,  when  the  snow-tracki 

of  winter  are  hardly  yet  melted  away, — 

**  Zefiro  toraa  e*l  bel  tempo  rimeDa, 
£  i  fiori  e  I'heibe.*'— 

I  could  now,  although  I  confess  a  fire  is  still 
not  uncomfortable,  almost  realize  the  grateful  and 
glowing  pictures  of  the  summer  prairies  by  Jodge 
HalPs  pencil :  —  the  fresh  grass  rolled  out  into  a 
verdant  lake,  with  the  points  of  woodland  makiof 
into  it  like  so  many  capes  and  promontories,  and 
the  clumps  of  trees  studding  its  bosom  like  islands; 
here  the  broad  reaches  of  natural  meadow  Ijod 
striking  far  into  the  forest  like  the  friths  of  this 
grassy  sea,  and  there  a  mass  of  heavy  timber,  like 
a  bold  headland,  breaking  its  surface.     The  eflkt 
of  first  entering  upon  a  prairie  in  summer  is  add 
to  be  equally  novel  and  delightful ;  and  the  change 
from  gloom  to  sunshine,  from  the  closeoeasofa 
forest  where  a  woodman's  axe  has  never  rung  to 
the  brgad  and  free  range  of  those  delicious  plains, 
impresses  one  like  passing  from  a  desert  to  a  gar- 
den.    In  the  words  of  Judge  HalL  —  **  There  ii 
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an  AJr  of  dvtlization  about  them  that  wins  the 
heart."  These  lower  prairies,  however,  —  thoufjh 
certainly  more  beautiful  in  their  conformation  than 
the  immense  plains  of  the  upper  couutry,  where  the 
suD  rises  and  sets  upon  either  extremity,  as  upon 
the  ocean  itself,  —  do  not  yet,  I  think,  compare 
with  the  romantic  tracts  beyond  Kock  River,  and 
west  of  Lake  Michigan  i  ^  where  meadows,  and 
^oves,  and  rocky  hilts,  and  bright  streams  are 
all  4o  richly  intermingled.  It  was  ooly  in  passing 
through  this  latter  region  —  which  will  form  part 
of  the  Dew  territory  of  OiiisconEin, — that  I  regret- 
ted the  season  of  the  year  did  not  allow  me  to  see 
the  country  in  its  full  beauty.  True,  indeed,  I 
suffered  much  from  cold  in  crossing  the  larger 
prairies  to  reach  those  remote  districts  ;  hut  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  larger  prairies  can  never  be 
»eeQ  to  grealer  advantage  than  I  beheld  them. 
Their  essential  characteristics  arc  grandeur  and 
loueline&s;  and  these  can  in  no  way  be  bo  much 
beighieoed  as  by  the  garb  of  winter;  nor  would 
I,  ~  as  my  fleet  sleigh  skimmed  over  their  savage 
wastes,  and  I  inhaled  a  breeze  ihat  lent  new  hfe 
aod  vigour  to  every  nerve,  —  have  exchanged  the 
MOgidar  but  joyous  excitement  for  oil  the  charms 
that  spring's  green  vesture  or  summer's  balmy  airs 
could  impart  to  those  magnifict-nt  solitudes.      -,,,n, 
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The  population  of  the  country  through 
I  have  passed  within  the  last  few  days,  is  of  a 
mixed  character.  Some  are  Quakers  firom  Pena- 
sylvania,  surrounded  by  the  necessaries  and  can* 
forts  of  life ;  others  are  miserable-looking  beiagi 
from  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  iodolcat 
and  thriftless,  living  from  year  to  year  in  rud^ 
hastily  built  log-huts,  with  blankets  hung  athwart 
the  entrances  instead  of  doors.  At  Alton  the  nest 
white  houses,  tasteful  piazzas,  neat  enclosures^  and 
newly  planted  shrubberies,  gave  sure  indicatiooi 
of  New  England  people.  The  English  settlers,  I 
am  told,  wherever  they  have  established  them- 
selves in  Illinois,  manifest  still  superior  style  of 
living,  and  greater  attention  to  comfort  and  ooa- 
venience.  Both  here  and  in  Michigan  they  are 
universally  spoken  of  \?ith  respect  and  affectioo, 
but  I  missed  all  their  settlements  by  passing  to 
the  west  of  them. 

A  few  miles  below  Alton,  on  the  Mississippi,  1 
passed  a  deserted  village,  the  whole  populttioa 
of  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  **  milk-sick- 
ness.'^* The  hamlet  consisted  of  a  couple  of  milli 
and  a  number  of  frame-houses,  not  one  of  which 

*  A  fatal  spasmodic  disease,  peculiar,  I  believe,  to  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi.  It  first  attacks  the  cattle,  and  tbco 
those  who  eat  beef  or  driok  milk. 
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was  now  tenanted,  but  all  silent  and  abandoned. 
Dry  weeds  overran  the  thresholds  and  whistled  to 
the  wind,  the  raceways  of  the  mills  were  choked 
with  drift  wood,  and  their  motionless  wheels  were 
ainbered  with  the  green  slime  of  two  idle  sum- 
men.  Not  a  living  object  moved  about  the  place ; 
the  thickly  sown  burial-ground  told  the  fate  of  its 
inhabitants ;  the  very  crows  seemed  to  make  a  cir- 
eiiit  and  avoid  this  deserted  village. 

We  were  now  on  the  famous  "  American  bot- 
tom ;^  and  I  was  really  astonished  at  the  prodigi- 
ous size  of  the  trees,  and  the  magnificent  vegeta- 
tion which  this  region  displays ;  but  the  scattered 
inhabitants  looked  far  from  healthy.  At  Alton  we 
struck  the  Mississippi :  the  view  from  its  bluffs  is 
here  magnificent,  though  I  think  that  Flint^s  fer- 
vid pen  has  done  it  full  justice.*     A  few  miles 

•  **  Opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri^  the  American  bot- 
tom terminates^  and  the  bluflfs  come  into  the  river.  The  bluffs 
bound  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the 
llUoois.  From  these  bluffs  we  contemplate  one  of  the  most 
impressive  and  beautiful  landscapes  in  the  world. ^  On  the  op- 
posite side  the  mighty  Missouri  is  seen  bringing  its  turbid  and 
sweeping  mass  of  waters  at  right  angles  to  the  Mississippi. 
The  eye  traces  a  long  distance  of  the  outline  of  the  Missouri 
Valley,  bounded  on  either  side  with  an  indistinct  and  blue 
line  of  bilk ;  above  it  is  the  vast  and  most  beautiful  Mamclle 
prairie,  dotted  with  green  islands  of  wood,  and  skirted  at  the 
farthest  ken  of  the  eye  with  hills  and  forests.    Above  you  on 
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below  we  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Misaouriy  where 
its  white  and  turbid  current  could  be  seen  rush- 
ing in  among  the  islands,  and  staining  the  limpid 
tide  of  the  "  father  of  rivers''  far  down  the  west- 
em  shore,  while  for  twenty  miles  below  that  ckfr 
stream  still  preserved  its  purity  on  the  eastern 
side.  Surely  Father  Hennepin  was  mistakes 
when  he  called  the  streams  above  and  below  the 
Missouri  by  the  same  name !  For  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  except  in  its  breadth  and  volume 
of  water,  bears  but  little  resemblance  to  the 
lower  river;  while  the  Missouri,  as  it  tetrs 
through  its  muddy  banks  to  drink  that  beauti- 
ful tide,  soon  gives  its  own  turbulent  character  to 

the  same  shore  is  the  valley  of  the  Illinois,  itself  bounded  by 
heavy  and  magnificent  bluffs  of  a  peculiar  character.  Th* 
river  brings  in  its  creeping  waters  by  a  deep  bed,  that  seeni 
almost  as  straight  as  a  canal.  You  have  in  view  the  vallen 
and  bluffs  of  two  noble  streams,  that  join  their  waters  to  the 
Mississippi.  You  see  the  Mississippi  changed  to  a  turbid  and 
sweeping  stream,  with  jagged  and  indented  banks  below  yon. 
You  see  its  calm  and  placid  waters  above  the  Missouri.  Ob 
the  opposite  prairie  there  are  level  meadows,  wheat-fields, 
corn-fields —  smoke  ascending  from  houses  and  cabins  —  vast 
Hocks  of  domestic  cattle  —  distinct  indications  of  agriculture 
and  improvement  blended  with  the  grand  features  of  nature. 
There  are  clumps  of  trees,  lakes,  ponds,  and  flocks  i»f  sea-fowl 
vv heeling  their  flight  over  them  ;  in  short,  whatever  of  giao- 
deur  or  beauty  nature  can  furnish  to  soothe  and  to  enrapture 
the  beholder."— F/iw/'i  ValUy  of  the  Mississippi^  page  96. 
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the  whole  stream  below,  and  even  impresses  its 
peculiar  features  upon  the  gulf  in  which  it  at  last 
loses  itself. 

It  was  too  late  in  the  evening  to  cross  when  we 
arrived  opposite  to  St.  Louis,  and  I  amused  my- 
self before  retiring  for  the  night  in  listening  to 
the  sound  of  the  church-bells  —  the  first  I  had 
heard  in  many  a  month  — and  watching  the  lights 
as  they  danced  along  the  lines  of  the  dusky  city, 
and  were  reflected  in  the  dark  rolling  river.  We 
crossed  in  time  for  breakfast,  and  I  am  now  tolera- 
bly established  at  the  best  hotel  in  the  place. 


Tl 
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Y  ic  jBsc  [kA  anr  sl  £k  aacxal  ckr  of  St-  ham, 
:ttK  jpnai  jmi  aaBg'JButas.  lihoogii  nol  yet  the  cam^ 

nllcT  of  the  IGi* 
Ikif  of  wotmiii- 

7C9irirs«  aui  scil  the  aspoK  of  the  fur-trade  mi 
3%inaii.  2t  Ijirian  jfizr^  Here,  the  Spaniard,  tit 
FKnchman^  aad  rfii;  AsKzkaa  hare  in  tuni  bcU 
rule*  2iid  rritdr  cloiaL  with  no  slight 
that  o£  the  abugjgiaes^  zow  mmmingies  in  the  tcioi 
of  itjf  iniiabiLiQ^ 

The  a^Kxct  of  the  town  partakes  of  the  charac- 
teristics of  oil  its  original  possessors :  in  one  see- 
tioQ  you  find  the  broad  steep-roofed  stone  edi- 
fices of  the  Fretich«  with  the  SpanianTs  taD 
stuccoed  dwelling  raising  its  tiers  of  open  cor* 
ridors  above  them,  like  a  once  showy  but  half* 
defaced  galleon  in  a  fleet  of  battered  frigates; 
while  another  will  present  you  only  with  tke 
clipper-built  brick  houses  of  the  American  reo- 
dentSi — light  as  a  Baltimore  schooner,  and  pert- 
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looking  as  a  Connecticut  smack.  The  tuwn,  which 
is  situated  about  eighteen  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Mifisouri,  lies  on  two  plateaus,  extending 
along  the  Mississippi  for  some  miles.  The  first  of 
these  steppes  rises  gently  from  the  water,  till,  at 
ihe  flistance  of  about  a  hundred  yards,  it  be- 
comes perfectly  level,  and  affords  a  fine  plane  for 
Uie  main  street  of  the  place,  which  runs  parallel 
to  the  river.  An  acclivity,  rather  longer  and 
steeper,  then  intervenes,  when  the  second  pla- 
teau commences,  and  runs  back  a  perfectly  level 
pl«iii,  extending  for  miles  in  every  direction.  This 
plain,  near  the  town,  is  covered  with  shrub  oake 
and  other  undergrowth;  but  it  finally  assumes 
the  character  of  a  naked  prairie,  which  probably, 
at  no  very  distant  time,  extended  here  to  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi. 

That  part  of  the  town  immediately  upon  the 
river  is  built,  in  a  great  measure,  on  a  rock  that 
lies  a  few  feet  beneath  the  surface  uf  the  soil ;  the 
siooe  excavated  in  digging  the  cellars  affording  a 
fine  malerial  for  (he  erection  of  some  substantial 
warehouses  that  line  the  wharf.  The  site,  for  a 
great  city,  apart  from  its  admirable  geographical 
position,  is  one  of  the  finest  that  could  be  found ; 
aod  haTing  been  laid  out  of  late  years  in  modern 
■^le,   with   broad  rectangular   streets,  St.  Louis 
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will,  however  it  may  incrMse  in  size,  alwafi  br 
an  airy,  clieerfuUlooking  place.  But  its  Binvu 
comoiaDti  n»  intercstin;;  prospects,  and  indcml  tht 
town  has  nothing  of  Kcnic  bcouly  in  its  poBtion, 
unless  viewt^  from  tieneath  the  buiigliii  at  <fc( 
immense  trees  on  tlie  alluvial  bottom  oppate 
when  the  wliitewashed  walls  and  grey  Mntir  pai* 
pets  of  the  old  French  houses  prcwnt  nitber  t 
romantic  appearance.  The  roost  intvtwttinf;  dk 
jects  at  St.  Luuis  are  several  of  thou;  siBgalH 
ancient  mounds,  which,  commencing  in  ihcweMtn 
part  of  the  l^tate  of  I^ew-Vorlc,  and  tvachhif,  M 
Humboldt  tells  us,  to  the  interior  of  Mexico,  Iia»t 
so  entirely  set  at  nought  the  ingenuity  of  tbr  •■• 
tiquary.  The  mounds  in  the  north  suburb  tt 
St.  Ijouis  occupy  a  commanding  position  on  tW 
MisHissippi.  and  cover  ground  enough  for  a  larfC 
body  of  men  to  encamp  upon.  They  stand  d 
from  each  otiier,  generally  in  the  form  of  (i 
pyramids,  with  a  perfect  rectangular  ba.v :  at  mm 
point  four  or  live  tumuli  are  m  grouped  logctbcr 
a*^  to  form  nearly  two  ddes  of  a  square,  wbjlf  tt 
another,  several  hundred  yards  off,  Iwu  or  nan 
detached  mounds  rise  singly  from  the  plain.  Tht 
summit  of  one  of  these  is  occupied  by  a  publk 
rvservoir,  for  furnishing  the  town  with  watpr;  tk 
supply  is  forced  up  to  the  tank  by  a  stei 
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oo  Ih*?  bsnks  of  the  river,  and  subsequently  distri- 
buted by  pipes  throughout  [he  city.  This  mound, 
iritb  the  exception  of  one  or  two  enclosed  within 
the  grounds  of  General  Ashky,  is  the  only  one 
fenced  from  the  destruction  that  always  soouer  or 
later  overtakes  such  non-productive  property,  when 
in  the  suburbs  of  a  rapidly  growing  city.  It  is  a 
(ubjwt  of  &urpri)ie  ihai,  considering  the  want  of 
public  squares  in  the  town,  individual  taste  and 
public  spirit  do  not  unite  to  preserve  these  beauti- 
ful eoiinences  in  their  exact  forms,  and  connect 
them  b}'  an  enclosure,  with  shrubbery  and  walks, 
ibus  forming  a  promenade  that  might  be  the  pride 
of  St.  Louis.  The  prettily  cultivated  gardens  in 
tbc  environs,  and  the  elt'gance  and  costliness  of 
more  than  one  private  dwelling  in  the  heart  of  the 
to»n,  evince  that  neither  taste  nor  means  are  want- 
ing to  suggest  and  carry  into  effect  such  an  im- 
provement. 

I  an  so  little  of  an  adept  at  estimating  measure- 
metlta.  that  I  will  not  attempt  to  guess  at  the  size 
of  these  mounds:  they  are  much  the  largest  that 
1  have  yet  seen  ;  but  none  of  them  can  compare 
with  the  immense  parallelogram  near  Cahokia,  in 
Illinois,  which  Mr.  Flint  describes  as  eight  hun- 
dred yards  in  circumference,  and    ninety  feet   in 


alone  affording  a  terraced 
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garden  for  ihe  monks  of  La  Trsppe,  wbo 
monastery  amoDg  the  group  of  two  hundred  ti 
iLround. 

The  population  of  St.  Louis  may  be  estioMtal 
at  seven  or  eight  thousand;  and  tlit-re  are  four  or 
five  churches  and  a  noble  cathedral  belonging  U< 
the  difTerent  relif>ious  persuasions.  The  inbabil- 
ants  derive  their  wealth  from  the  rich  lead-mine*  of 
their  own  state,  and  from  the  trade  of  (he  Upper 
Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  and  the  lUiDoi&  Tbt 
burthensome  steamboats  from  New-Orlrnnt  km!) 
here  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the  river;  and  liere  you 
may  see  river-craft  of  every  shape  and  form,  from 
the  thousand  boatable  trihularica  of  the  MiM»>_ 
sippi,  clustering  around  the  wharfs. 

In  no  town  uf  the  west  do  you  find  such 
riety  of  people  and  character  as  in  St.  Louiaj 
here,  in  fact,  only,  where  more  than  one  "  \wtf0 
the  boatmen"  still  hngers,  have  you  an  opportuilf 
of  studying  that  singular  class  of  being*  tb*  m- 
gagh  (as  they  are  called)  of  the  fur-trade — fcUon 
that  lolk  ofa  trip  to  the  Rocky  Moimtaini  asjroa 
would  speak  of  a  turn  on  the  Uattery ; 
as  much  of  an  Indian  encounter  aa  •  cii^ 
does  of  a  "  sprire"  with  a  watchman. 

In  passing  through  (he  bar-room  of  the 
last  night,  I  overheard  a  couple  of  contso-1 
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iltt  respectably  dressed  men,  gossiping  • 
glass  of  punch  in  the  chimney  corner.  "  Oh,  I 
remember  him  well,"  were  the  first  words  I  caught, 
—"you  slapped  hiin  over  with  your  rifle,  and  I 
took  the  fellow's  hair." — "  No,  no,"  rejoined  the 
other ;  "  that  was  the  long-locked  fellow,  whose 
crowo  you  used  to  wear  about  so  long  afterward ; 
I  mean  the  second  chap,  that  would  have  been  too 
many  for  me  after  I  had  struck  my  leg-knife*  into 
the  chine  of  the  other,  if  your  hatchet  hadn't  done 
for  him  when  my  rifle  missed  fire." — "  Ah,  yes," 
replied  his  companion,  smapking  hia  lips,  as  he 
■ipped  his  vajmury  poteen;  "you  mean  the  red 
deril  that  begged  so  on  the  bank,  when  I  took  his 
hair,  and  left  him  to  curl  up  and  die,"  One  or 
two  more  scalping  amateurs  soon  joined  in  this 
tender  discourse  on  love-locks ;  and  I  cannot  now, 
from  the  general  conversation  that  ensued,  recall 
the  numerous  other  touching  expressions  and  phi- 
lanthropic sentiments  that  struck  me  as  worthy  of 
preservation.  But  observing  that  some  of  the 
speakers  were  dreadfully  mutilated,  I  was  induced 
to  inquire  in  another  quarter  whether  or  not  their 
misfortunes  were  connected  with  the  savage  deeds 

•  Wom  benealh  Ibe  garler  of  the  Ip^in,  and  carried  in  addi- 
tion to  the  larger  knife  which  iJie  western  banter  always  wears 
in  his  fpnlle.  '  '  ■  '■''"'  ■  -      '    '       ' 
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L  littd  hisard  9o  cooUj  related :  thej  had«  esdb  of 
them,  I  learned,  sigoalized  themselves  in  Indian 
warfiire.     You  would  be  incredulous,  were  jcmi 
to   hear  their  various  intolerable  sufferingi  and 
perilous  escapes  detailed.     One  of  the  numberi 
partieulariT,  who  went  about  on  crutches,  had 
been  do  badly  wounded  in  one  encounter  with  the 
Blajckfeet  Indians,  that  after  being  carried  some 
distance  by  his  companions,  they  were  compelled 
to  leave  him  to  his  fate,  as  one  wholly  unable  to 
astiist  himself,  and  consequently  too  great  an  en- 
cumbrance to  them.    The  bones  of  his  ankle  had 
been  badly  shattered,  and  before  parting  with  his 
comrades  he  insisted  upon  one  of  them  amputating 
his^  fLx>t.     Having  no  surgical  instrument,  they  all 
shrank  from  the  butchering  task;  and  the  intre- 
pid hunter  then  went  to  work  on  himself  with  hit 
wood-knife.     The  foot  was  severed,  and  the  actual 
cautery  being  applied  with  a  red-hot  tomahawk  by 
one  of  those  present,   the  patient  found   himself 
somewhat  easier.    But  his  friends  were  too  hard 
pressed   by   the  hostile   bands  to  wait    until  he 
shotdd  be  lit  to  travel :   they  thought,  indeed,  he 
would  never  recover ;  and  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  him  to  his  fate.     One  of  the  company,  how* 
ever,  consented  to  remain  for  a  few  days,  in  order 
to  bury  the  wounded  man,  and  sufficient  food  for 
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a   week  was  placed  in  a  wignram  by  the  river- 
side. 

Tlie  resolute  patient,  instead  of  dying,  grew 
daily  better,  and  {the  dorses  of  the  party  having 
been  long  «ince  stolen  or  devoureii)  his  companion 
became  alarmed  lest  he  should  be  saddled  with  h>3 
maimed  charge  all  the  way  back  to  ihe  settlements : 
he  was  wretch  enough  to  seize  upon  the  little  pro- 
TJsioD  left,  and  leave  his  hapless  comrade  alone  to 
perish — that  is,  to  die  of  hunger,  if  not  previously 
taken  and  tortured  to  death  by  the  Indians.  The 
condition  then  of  the  deserted  man  was  bad  enough 
to  appal  even  a  western  hunter.  He  was  suffering 
under  a  violent  fever,  and  1  heard  hiin  myself  de- 
scribe Ihe  agony  it  cost  him,  in  this  condition,  to 
drag  his  recently  maimed  limb  down  the  sleep 
bank  of  a  river,  as  he  crawled  there  a  dozen  limes 
a  day  for  a  drink  ;  while,  fearing  tn  remain  on  the 
dlore  lest  a  roving  savage  should  see  him,  he  would 
each  time  creep  up  the  acclivity  to  the  leafy  shel- 
ter afforded  on  the  top.  He  subsisted  on  the  wild 
grapes  and  berries  within  his  reach,  and,  these 
becoming  exhausted,  he  was  compelled  to  move 
from  the  spot.  This  exertion  made  htm  aware 
that  he  had  still  some  ability  to  proceed;  and 
knowing  thai  his  party,  now  more  than  a  week's 
inarch  ahead,  would  remain  encamped  al  a  certain 


point  for  several  days,  the  determined  I 
solved  to  follow  them.  This  he  effected.  Hil 
friends  received  him  hke  one  riseo  from  tht  d>«l, 
for  the  craven  that  abandoned  bim  bad  r^xMed 
that  he  was  no  more  ;  and  all  swore  to  can;  Um 
safely  home. 

I  overheard  a  gentleman  this  morning  qomtioB- 
ing  this  hold  backwoodsman  about  some  of  that 
details;  he  answered  modestly,  and  spoke  of  tkr 
horrors  of  his  situation,  when  languishing  on  tk 
scorching  prairie,  with  the  some  satt^-froid  that  I 
had  heard  him  mention  *'  taking  (he  bur"  of  a 
hostile  Indian.  There  were  two  young  asngcs 
from  the  Rocky  Mountain  neighbourhood^! 
l<'lathead  and  a  Nez-perc<;— standing  by  dtui^ 
the  conversation  last  night ;  but  I  believp  dMt 
they  did  nut  understand  the  language  that  «as  • 
vehicle  for  so  many  amiable  sentiments. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  romantic  interest  in  tbc 
roving  and  precarious  life  of  the  bonlerer*,  «bi> 
carry  on  the  trade  in  which  these  men  were  en- 
gaged. Tlie  Arab  proverb  of  the  African  Aemt 
— that  every  strangtr  you  meet  there  is  an  ewin 
— may  with  equal  Irulh  be  said  of  the  wilds  rf 
Northern  America.  The  more  remote  tribes  an 
in  an  almost  constant  state  of  warfare ;  and  a  nji- 
tary  wanderer  among  them  must  look  piincTpaliy 
to  his  riflf  for  prulection. 
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Two  well-anned  engagis  are  said  to  be  a  match 
far  any  thfee  Indians,  though  the  latter  are  no  des- 
picable antagonists.     The  appearance  of  some  of 
tbeae  tribes,  when  on  a  war^party,  must  be  singu- 
larly martial  and  picturesque.   Their  shirt  of  buff» 
gaily  beaded  with  wampum ;  the  scarlet  leggins, 
friAged  with  porcupine-quiUs;  the  highly  orna- 
mented shooting-pouch,    and    rattling  collar  of 
poliabed  bears^  claws,  with  the  gay  sash  and  ricli 
buffido-robe;  and  above  all,  the  chivalric  scalp- 
hxky  tufted  with  feathers — must  make  no  con- 
temptible appearance  as  they  flaunt  over  the  green 
prairie,  and  attract  the  eye  to  the  horsemanship  of 
many  a  well-mounted  rider.     They  would  take 
the  eye  of  a  painter ;  and  have,  in  fact,  suggested 
some  moat  spirited  sketches   to  Rindisbacher,  a 
highly  original  artist  at  St.  Louis,  at  whose  rooms 
I  have  spent  more  than  one  agreeable  hour. 
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Uudk  14|Ih18S4. 

I  Hd  wm  oppofftimity  of  seeing  • 
ic  ac  A  ^MeisnnkUe  tribe,  the  Kickapooii 
«ick  ikt  vcBenbie  General  CSarkf^ 
V.  Sl  MpenafeBBtetof  lodiaB  affiursy  and  weH 
&atf«n  on  v«m  ouaa  tbe  Taluablc  work  entidfd 
"  LtfMiu  jnd  Caiirke's  TriTeU,^  published  undff 
uitf  jubfncv^  vic  ^wmnent  tventy-tive  years  siace. 
I  v:tt  vixiUD^  AC  the  boose  of  the  hospitable  Tct^ 
r:ia»  wiui  Ii^ei  m  fomc  style  at  St.  Louis,  whco 
vrtiv  »jc  ihm  cterk^  of  his  department  summoned 
'niiu  GD  u«f  "*  c^MDol-dhaiiiber."  It  was  a  mode- 
r;tJC^S4UifU  cuoat*  cotnasuBK^ating  with  the  genersTk 
»cuAiy  ana  iii>  public  ofioe,  and  connected  with 
:htf  library^  Aud  wicb  the  stneet  by  a  narrow  stair- 
cade.  The  walls  of  the  apartment  were  completely 
coated  wt(h  lodiaa  arms  and  dreaws,  and  the  mta- 
teipiece  Imsdvid  wich  Tarious  objects  of  curiority 
connected  with  the  aborigioes.  Among  the  latter 
was  that  celebrated  piece  of  pottery  that  hss 
caused  so  much  idle  speculation  among  the  curi- 
ous,— a  snudl  vase  formed  by  three  perfect  heads 
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Uendeti  in  one,  the  features  being  marked,  and 
wholly  ciisainiilar  from  those  of  any  evisting  race 
of  Indians.* 

The  Kictcapoofl,  a  forlorn-looking  set.  were  sit- 
ting around  the  room  on  a  bench  against  the  wall, 
char  swarthy  features  and  dingy  blankets  con- 
m«ting  strikingly  enough  with  the  fair  brows  and 
fashioDable  attire  of  the  ladies  who  glided  into  the 
eouncil-rooni  as  we  moved  thither  from  the  dinner- 
table.  A  little  grey-haired  French  interpreter  oc- 
cupied himself  in  lighting  a  mock  lomahawk-pipe, 
formed  of  some  light  and  showy  metal,  as  the  ge- 
neral took  his  seat ;  and  then  a  large  and  elabo- 
rately carved  pipe  being  laid  like  nn  ensign  of 
ofice  on  the  table  in  front  of  the  stately  old  officer, 
ibe  talk  began. 

As  there  was  nothing  in  it  that  may  not  be 
found  in  any  Inditin  talk  of  the  last  fifty  years,  I 
made  do  record  of  what  was  said.  It  contained 
nothing  particularly  characteristic,  and  I  was  only 
itrtick  by  the  mournful  appealing  tone  of  the  prin- 
cipal Indian  who  spoke  on  one  side,  and  the  air  of 
sympathy  and  paternal  kindness  which  the  general 
pieaerved  on  the  other.  The  appbcation,  I  be- 
tievet  waa  merely  a  b^ging  one,  and  he  promi~ed 
to  aaaist  tbem. 


The  9f^t  of  sueb  a  miserable  reimiAnt  o 

e  Tou  win  find  on  maps  of  but  a  ^ 
<late,  written  over  no  inconsiderable  porlicMi  of 
tsritorr,  woi^  suggest  doubia  of  the  hoiiMitty 
of  our  Indtan  pcdicv  ;  and  yet,  as  much  as  tbM 
pi^irT  has  been  abused,  I  defr  those  most  aetlK 
ia  castmg  opfwobrtum  to  point  to  on  act  reUliif 
to  the  lodtans  in  (he  statute-book  that  donnal 
ennce  that  oar  general  goremment,  stncv  k 
an  eiuttenoe,  has  kept  the  inieatton  of  h 
the  ctiodilioo  of  the  aborigines  continually  il 
The  United  States  hare  not  exerciHsl  the  r 
propertj  otct  a  foot  of  ground  that  has  II 
(airly  punrhased,  nor  has  an  Indian  beeo  r 
from  the  «]  acquired  by  treaty  without  anpfe 
pnmsion,  so  far  as  money  and  neccnaries  are  am- 
remcd,  being  made  for  hb  present  cooifoin,  aad  to 
promote  his  advance  towards  drilizatiott.  Ho« 
then  has  our  nationBl  pi^cy  proved  so  detriiwnui 
to  (he  Indian  ?  Is  it  from  the  measures  adofiud 
by  Congress,  or  the  manner  in  which  they  aie  em- 
rinl  into  effect  r  1  should  answer,  both.  The  n» 
sures  ihcmsdrcf  arc  pcmiciaus,  and  the  maBM* 
in  which  tlicy  arc  acted  upon  fatal  to  ibe  Iirita- 
It  is  destruelive  to  them  as  a  people  to  w— W 
them  from  their  Itutncs,  and  scatter  then  ■ 
Itosttic  tribes,  over  stnutge  hunting-groundi 
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it  19  destructive  to  them  individually  hy  keeping 
tbem  continually  on  the  frontier,  and  in  contact 
only  with  the  moBt  lawless  portions  of  society — it 
is  destructive,  too,  to  furnish  them  with  the  means 
of  idleness,  to  enrich  them  for  others  to  prey 
upon.  The  very  idea  of  giving  an  Indian  money 
when  there  is  nothing  but  whisky  for  hitn  to  buy 
with  it,  or  of  furnishing  him  with  cattle  and  farni' 
ing  utensils  when  surrounded  by  while  men  who 
live  by  their  rifles,  is  preposterous.  There  might 
be  some  hope  of  his  abandoning  the  hunter  state, 
and  gradually  turning  herdsman,  did  he,  girt  in 
by  A  belt  of  civilization,  inhabit  some  mountain- 
uu>  district,  where  the  different  pursuits  of  his 
neigfabours  would  prevent  collision,  and  the  bro- 
kennesE  of  the  country  secure  it  from  their  cupi- 
dity. But  to  keep  the  native  for  ever  in  contact 
with  the  pioneer,  the  hereditary  enemy  of  three 
cenluriea  I  What  is  it  but  calling  the  butchers  of 
Pbilip  of  Pokanoket  froni  the  dead  to  massacre 
the  survivors  of  his  race  ? 

3u  much  for  our  well-meant  but  migjudgiiig 
policy :  and  now  for  the  mode  of  carrying  it  iato 
effect.  This,  I  need  not  tell  you,  is  done  by  agents 
nibordtnate  to  a  general  superintendent,  in  hia 
turn  responsible  to  the  department  at  Washington. 
These  men,  where  the  military  at  our  extensive 
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iiutposts  give  weight  to  their  authority,  aud  when 
high-minded  officers  and  well-disci (>tia«d  uJdien 
are  the  only  white  men  they  have  to  deal  «itb, 
may  exercise  a  uneful  and  energetic  iuflufiwr  in 
thoie  remote  districts :  but  what  could  a  Uciied 
Stales'  agent,  or  what  could  the  coaunamlatit  of  i 
garrison  do  iu  the  northern  part  of  Illinois,  fat 
in«tance  ?  Take  a  case  that  might  have  and  pcr> 
ha}>s  has  occurred  :—— the  agent,  in  au  Indiao  diffi- 
culty with  the  settlers,  applies  to  the  govemot  ol 
(he  State  for  a  militia  force  to  pmtect  "  Us  cfad- 
dren,"  as  the  Indians  call  themselves :  the  go- 
vernor, knowing  tliat  nothing  would  give  ibeno- 
litia  more  pleasure  than  to  cut  the  throats  of  tbt 
Indians,  refuses  the  application,  and  refer*  tbt 
agent  to  the  nearest  body  of  United  States'  tnaft 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  while  every  substtern  io 
the  command  knows,  thai  if  he  inlerfenM  bctweao 
an  Indian  and  a  white  man,  he  will  be  sued  n- 
suntly  in  the  courts  of  the  State.  When  I  wat  si 
Prairie  du  Chien,  there  were  several  of  the  oAcfn 
who  had  been  cited  tu  appear  in  court  for  haviofC 
pursuant  to  order,  removed  "squatters"  from  ihr 
Indian  lands  over  the  Mississip|M.  The  Iiidiao 
then  debpises  the  agent,  because  tie  is  clothed  will 
no  military  authority;   and  the  pkmoer  dtfum 
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the  miiitBry,  becsuee  their  hands  are  tied  by  the 
local  civil  power,  whatever  it  be. 

There  is  then,  you  may  imagine,  no  love  loet 
between  the  Indian  and  the  latter;  bnt  between 
dte  Indian  and  the  soldier  a  relation  every  way 
dcnrable  exists :  he  loves  anr)  fears  the  regulars, 
Mmuch  as  he  hates  and  denpiEes  the  militia.  He 
hoowA  (whatever  thi>  newspapers  may  tell  you) 
tbai,  as  a  general  rule,  it  'at  the  furmer*  who  always 
chastises  him  in  battle ;  and  from  wliom  alone  he 
may  expect  mercy  after  the  conflict  is  over. 

The  slightest  intimation  of  the  will  of  a  subal- 
lern.  okemar,  or  war-chief,  as  they  aill  him,  is  law 
with  a  red  man.  This  feeling,  on  their  part,  to 
my  mind  indicates  at  once  an  alteration  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Indian  affairs,  —  it  is  to  make  the 
comroaudaots  of  military  posts  ex  officio  Indian 
a^nts.  There  are  two  objections  to  this  :  one  of 
which  is,  that  in  their  capacity  as  guardians  of  the 
Indian,  it  would  impose  a  moat  disagreeable  duty 
upon  the  officers,  from  the  frequent  collision  with 

■L^  ir  the  writer  paused  while  making  ihia  remark  to  eipn- 

^Bm  upon  the  ilisgracerul  cooducl  of  tlie  lllmois  militia  uoOer 

v'tfinnun.  in  the  late  Sauk  and  Fox  war,  he  could  not  fail  to 

p»y  a  tribute  to  the  brare  miners  who  ToUowed  Dodge  and 

otba  leaden  of  ibe  OuiscoDsin  country  againtt  Black  Hawk, 
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ihe  dtizeoB ;  the  other  Is,  that  it  would  tinat  ■ 
great  outcry  among  the  innumerable  perswH  on 
the  frontiers  employed  in  phinclering  Indian  fvo- 
perly,  under  the  innocenl  phrase  of  "  Hwiidng 
from  Uncle  Sam"  (whether  through  the  ntatinn 
of  agencies,  land- treaties,  or  getting  up  ao  Indiu 
war  now  and  then,  "  by  way  of  having  iMiw  fp- 
vern men t- money  spent  in  the  country  ;"•)  to  hi»» 
any  of  the  avenues  of  the  various  existing  kiixkaf 
peculation  closed  against  them.  To  overcome  tbcM 
objections,  I  would  place  every  garrison  ov€r  iMi 
border, — upon  territory  owned  only  by  the  Indiw* 
and  the  United  States:  and  I  would  consider rrcn 
foot  of  that  territory  as  within  the  walls  of  the  gar- 
rison. The  whites  might  visit  it  as  tbey  woukl  a 
fortress,  or  pass  through  it  as  tliey  would  CfBM 
a  draw-bridge  ;  but  no  more.  Tlie  distribution  of 
goods,  if  any  took  plac«  among  the  Indians  shmild 
be  made  by  the  sutler  of  ilie  jwst ;  and  etwy 
treaty,  when  held,  should  bt  held  only  ni  Wash* 
inglon.     The  disgu^tiug  scenes  of  swindling  and 

*  Ttic  Blitck  Hawk  wnr, — the  priticipnl  nctor  i>r»1iteh^ 
tlutt  he  ncnl  over  the  Aliuissippi  mercljp  lo  h«lp  ih«  V 
tj;igoii  make  com,  when  be  wat  *gI  upon  by  iha  « 
»n>e  people  are  mischievouj  eiiough  tu  »»y,  was  s<^  up  I9  • 
cnbul  for  specuUlion.  Il  cost  govemfnent  two  nullioei.  Ii 
is  a  sunding  juke  in  IlltnoU  to  My  il  vmilA  ikew  )■*«  Imm 
Ukcii  by  coTiUacl  for  £0,000  dolUis. 
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debauchery  witnessed  at  the  treaties  on  the  fron- 
tiers, unless  they  have  been  much  exaggerated  to 
me  by  those  who  bos&ted  a  share  m  them,  are  a 
diBgrace  to  the  nation. 

The  whole  drift  of  my  policy  would,  in  a  few 
words,  be  merely  this :—  First,  to  keep  the  Indians 
contact  only  with  that  authority  which  they 
fuUy  acknowledge,  and  which,  as  they  never  will- 
ingly provoke,  would  sit  but  lightly  upon  them. 
Secondly,  when  I  brought  them  in  contact  with 
citizens  at  all, — which  in  holding  treaties  would 
oc«ur, — to  surround  them  with  those  who,  like  the 
materiaU  of  which  the  army  is  chiefly  composed, 
are  actuated  by  none  of  the  prejudices,  feelings, 
and  habits  that  unavoidably  spring  up  among  the 
people  of  the  fronliers;  a  people  whose  vices  are 
those  only  of  their  condition,  and  whose  virtues 
are  pre-eminently  their  own.*  I  write  boldly,  and 
perhaps  unadvisedly,  upon  this  subject ;  but  in  a 
case  where  so  many  regular  physicians  have  failed, 
it  is  allowable  for  an  empiric  to  prescribe.  It  is 
too  late  to  adopt  the  only  just  policy  of  preserving 
a  portion  of  their  ancient  domains  to  the  tribes ; 
and  since  government  has  now  matured  its  plan  of 
collecting  their  scattered  remnants  into  one  com-. 
mon  country>  I  hope,  if  necessary  to  keep  I  he 
•  See  Letter  SXIV. 
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whiles   away,   the   boundaries  may    briatle  wiA 
bayonets. 

How  strange  it  is  that  —  with  the  escepthM  of 
Penn's  people  —  the  English  and  Americwu  Iwn 
ne*'er  been  able  to  live  upon  the  terms  with  Hk 
Indians  which  the  French  so  long,  and  appanmtlji 
so  easily,  pivscrved.  I  attribute  tlie  succsca*  of  tbt 
latter  entirely  to  the  politeness  of  a  Frenchman,  tt 
whatever  class,  displaying  iti«lf  alike  Ui  a«arap 
or  a  signor;  while  we  Americans  inherit  too  nucfc 
of  that  feeling  from  the  English  which  prompte  u 
to  measure  out  our  good- breeding  uccording  b>  tlw 
condition  of  those  with  whom  we  deal.  To  JKO- 
mote  the  kind  intercourse  of  the  Fret>eh  wiib  Uw 
Indians,  government  did  nothing,  iodividuaU 
everything ;  with  us,  government  attempts  evetj- 
thing,  and  individuals  frustrate  all. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  views  of 
this  peculiar  people  are  derivrd  so  often  frwKi) 
dividuals  so  little  qualified  by  education  n 
endowment  to  form  a  just  conception  of  c 
The  redeeming  qualities  of  a  savage  are  as  wlic 
lost  upon  an  uncultivated  or  vulgar  iiumI  n 
are  the  charms  of  a  landscape  too  brukro  for  eaii- 
tivation. 

"  What  kind  of  a  country  is  it  to  ibe  oortb  at 
you  P"  a'k  a  tiller  of  the  rich  MwhnwJt  flats. 
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"Oh,  «  terrible  ugly  country;  nothing  but 
mouiitiiins,  lakes,  and  crags,"  is  the  reply. 

'*  Well,  how  do  you  like  your  Indian  neigh- 
bours ?"  My  you  to  a  new  settler  in  Illinois. 

"  Oh,  they  are  a  poor  set  of  devils ;  live  from 
hand  to  mouth,  and  don''t  know  nothing  nohow." 

A  deep  observer  of  this  kind  becomes  a  trader, 
and  therefore  considers  himself  qualified  to  write 
a  book,  from  which  the  city-bred  periodical  writer 
may  deduce  all  sorts  of  sweeping  conclusiona 
damnatory  of  the  whole  Indian  race.* 

or  th«  false  positions  advanced  on  euch  insufE- 
cient  grounds,  it  would  be  easy  enough  to  cite 
many  an  instance ;  but  one  might  as  well  sit  down 
gravely  to  answer  the  innumerable  ridiculous  re- 
presentations with  which  the  Kngtish  tourists  that 
Tisit  US  amuse  their  countrymen  at  home.  The 
Englishman's  estimation  of  the  Anglo-American, 
and  the  Anglo-American's  appreciation  of  (he 
aborigines  of  his  country,  must  be  alike  unfair,  so 

•  "  Our  aciiuaintance,"  saja  tlie  Quarterly  Review,  No.  LXI. 
December  1831,  '-wiili  the  peculiaritiea  of  Tndian  cualoms 
and  character  has  uofortunatelf,  in  %encn\,  been  derived  from 
ihe  KpoiU  of  tiaders, — luually  the  moil  ignomtil,  and  de- 
piared,  and  dishonest  part  of  the  imisallantic  nliitc  popula- 
Uoii;  or  of  persons  totally  uncducaieil,  who  have  lived  in  cap- 
uriiy  or  from  chuice  among  them ;  or  of  welt'Qieaniog  but 
timple  aiid  illiterate  ir 
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iooff  as  each  will  most  preposterously  persiii  ra 

udirinif  evervthiDcj  according  to  a  home  standard. 

The  only  point  of  affinity  between  us  and  the 

Enirlish  is,  that  we  about  as  much  resemble  the 

etofttriated  Cavaliers  and  Puritans  who  were  the 

imn  of  our  ix^pulation.  as  do  the  modem  Endiik 

:nemsel^i'>.    With  the  Indians  it  is  still  moredit 

nru*::  lo  draw  a  paralltl  in  reference  to  anv  eiirt- 

n\r  T^TC'iv,  ur.iess  you  would  compart  them  «itk 

•!it  mat  i^.i^s  of  Africa,  or  the  dc^radt-d  natiftf 

..•  \:«r-r:.  •*..&:.."..  nf'iher  of  which  are  ti^i»e  naiwd 

•  •      *  ^  ■  1   * '        { 
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and  bring  forth  fruits  according  to  the  soil  in 
which  they  have  been  implanted.  Some  writers, 
I  am  aware,  will  tell  you  that  an  Indian'^s  ideas  of 
the  Deity  and  eternity  are  much  confused — are 
not  at  all  defined.  And,  pray,  what  mind  can 
take  in  dearly  all  the  attributes  of  Divinity,  or 
find  images  in  itself  for  that  which  is  infinite  ? 
How  dare  we,  who  owe  everything  to  a  written 
levdation,  presame  to  scrutinize  the  want  of  spiri- 
tuality in  their  faith,  who  have  had  no  such  aid  to 
enlighten  them  ?  Surely  the  fire  on  those  altars 
which  have  been  kindled  anew  from  Heaven 
should  bum  purer  and  brighter  than  those  which 
have  been  fed  by  man  since  the  world  began  !  Is 
it  not  enough  that  the  two  thousand  years  which 
have  swept  over  the  earth  since  Christianity 
dawned  upon  mankind,  find  the  Indian  not  farther 
fnnn  the  primeval  faith  than  were  our  forefathers 
when  the  blessed  light  of  the  Gospel  was  first 
vouchsafed  to  them  ? 

Let  me  conclude  this  letter  by  copying  here  an 
extract  from  the  only  legislator  whose  people  ever 
carried  the.  precepts  of  Christianity  into  practice 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  Indians.  Penn,  who 
had  thoroughly  mastered  many  dialects  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  who  made  it  his  business  to 
apply  himself  to  the  study  of  their  dispositions 
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and  haluts,  coQtcjs  his  impressions  in  the  folios- 
io)^  language: — 

"■  Id  ljb«ralitj  thej  excel — nothing  is  too  good 
tar  thdr  friend — gire  them  a  fine  gun,  coal,  « 
other  thing,  it  may  pass  twenty  hands  befbn  il 
sticks.  Light  of  heart;  strong  affections,  bol 
soon  speol;  the  tnoet  merry*  creatures  that  fin 

"  "  Urtrf~  h  a  t*rtD  that  is  found  in  few  modem  •a^i 
ttpoa  Imi'aa  dNnewrutK* ;  uid  jet  the  writer  hu  htm  tdl 
h^  ifaaae  bsBiai  with  the  inlerniinable  Indian  tfgtnd^  a 
which  NaiBibo^ou  »im1  Pfanny-nioiichoii,  the  genii  of  lltt  a*- 
^•ol  hm,  figure  so  bi^j,  th<it  the;  abound  with  iporli**  Ob- 
dents.  Sofoe  of  tbew,  iikdeed,  eiceniv»1]r  liidicrciiu,  Iw  ha 
fanawirbeard  detailed  hy  hpi  that  were  not  the  Ins  wHdii^ 
becaow  the  Uood  tini  lent  ii«  glow  theft  w»i  of  a  deeper  aw- 
■on  than  that  which  Hashd  the  cheek  of*  N«w-York  bdic  k 
ti  much  to  be  regretted,  ilait  amuDg  the  namennu  aceompblrf 
jooni;  men  at  oar  diffemii  porta  on  the  frontitr,  ttWr*  a«F  ■■ 
found  sonM  wbo  will  improve  dieir  leiiuie  by  TMcaiiif  4n* 
«ild  tales  from  obUrioo.  I  bare  oten  heard  the  olRoen  ipeA 
with  animation  ofihe  eHea  produced  upon  thcni,  while  tj«| 
nith  IWD  or  three  Indiuta  arDom)  iheir  waich-ftre,  when  otm 
a  tramp  (as  the<e  brief  military  eicunimu  of  a  titM  itoA 
ment  are  called),  at  htarin;  the  gnttnial  hiijti,  or  deej>  tfdk- 
maiion  of  delight,  from  their  swarthy  companion*,  u  cni  J 
the  number  would  abrid^  the  houn  of  dittne«  with  Ua  W- 
ntoroui  and  grotesque  narrslives,  *puii  out  to  an  inunaManUi 
length.  A  diipoaiiion  lo  qaii,  too,  is  not  uneoonBoa  tmaf 
the  Indiaiii;  and  they  take  great  delight,  ctpeaally,  ia  fHt- 
tiling  upon  the  (can  of  whiles  who  ntay  be  ihn>«n  tMopM- 
ediy  tiilo  their  company  in  out -of- the*  way  places.  An  eCe* 
mentioned  to  the  writer,  (ttal  In  hunting  one  day  on  the  ptairic^ 
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—feast  and  dance  perpetually;  they  never  have 
much,  nor  want  much;  wealth  circulateth  like 
the  blood  —  all  parts  partake,  and,  though  none 
fthall  want  what  another  hath,*  yet  exact  observ- 

be  for  some  time  missed  a  Frenchman  who  had  come  out  with 
him ;  when  chancing  to  look  towards  a  swamp,  a  few  gun-shots 
oflTy  be  saw  his  attendant  dart  from  the  woody  covert,  and,  cast- 
mg  awBy  his  anns,  ily  in  a  ligzag  direction  across  the  open 
plain.  The  gentleman  could  not  conceive  the  cause  of  the  fel- 
WW's  peculiar  movements,  until,  upon  looking  more  narrowly, 
Ihe  saw  an  Indian  upon  the  edge  of  the  thicket,  drawing  his  rifle 
oo  the  frightened  gumbo,  who  was  thus  trying  to  foil  his  aim. 
Tlie  officer,  of  course,  levelled  his  own  rifle;  hut  seeing  at  a 
glance  that  the  Indian  was  beyond  its  reach,  he  gave  up  his 
attendant  for  lost;  when  suddenly  the  Indian  threw  down  his 
piece,  and  burst  into  a  convulsion  of  laughter.  The  oflicer 
then  approached  him ;  but  it  was  long  before  the  otlier  found 
taffeath  to  say,  **  Wymetticose*'  (Frenchman)  ''  one  very  great 
brave." — See  note  G. 

While  dwelling  thus  upon  Indian  traits,  the  writer  may  men- 
tioo  a  fact  which  vividly  illustrates  a  characteristic  more  gene* 
rally  conceded  than  that  which  we  have  just  attempted  to  esta- 
Uisb.  The  singular  atmospherical  phenomenon  of  the  shoot- 
ing stars  which  occurred  in  December  1834,  it  may  be  recol- 
lected, strongly  affected  the  superstitious  far  and  wide  through* 
out  the  country.  The  Indians  would,  of  course,  have  some 
interpretation  of  their  own  for  so  wonderful  a  spectacle  ;  and, 
consequently,  they  seem  generally  to  be  agreed  that  tlie  dis- 
tracted firmament  betokens  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  and 
the  dispersion  of  the  stars  in  its  flag. 

^  To  illustrate  this,  the  writer  might  adduce  an  incident 
which  he  witnessed  at  an  inn  in  Chicago.  In  a  discussion 
about  Indian  character,  a  Frenchman  became  quite  incensed 
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ers  of  property  ;  ibe;  care  for  litUe  bccaase  (fan 
wiuii  but  litlle,  and  Ihe  n:as<in  is,  a  litlle  contaiti 
theiD.  In  ibis  (hey  are  sufficiently  revenged  n 
us  —  if  they  are  ignorant  of  our  pleasurei,  Ac; 
are  also  ignm^ant  of  our  poitts.  We  sweat  wd 
toil  to  live ;  tbeir  pleasures  feed  ihera  —  I  mtm 

it  the  imputation  of  thieving,  advanced  h  one  of  itt  Mm^ 
characteristics  by  otic  of  iha  oampanjr.  TW  il— ipJM  iMl 
aboiiginei  inusted  that  (be  cooltwM  wtih  whidi  m  Uta 
wmeiiiaes  af^ropriaies  the  jooda  ot  aBoihci,  ame  M<H% 
from  his  haTiog  no  cooceptiua  of  the  natun  td  propBVi* 
rather,  a  principle  in  Indian  ethics  which  tan^  htm  to  C^a> 
d«r  each  duplicate  of  arMilier'*  possMfiona  aa  tu*  e*n^  i^ 
tlial  no  ceientooy  nas  lo  be  used  in  appropnatisf  it.  !• 
lodioD  happ<'i>ed  to  pass  the  wioilow  at  th«  moowat.  wiU 
■as  called  in  to  detennine  the  disptilie.  Ue  wm  a  gn^  «U 
wunoi,  tiitb  a  fuce  all  cut  lo  pteoea  bj  Hmmtoa't  tmam^ 
ia  the  i&ii  of  Tippe-canoe ;  where,  aa  b«  did  not  hcaM** 
inform  tu,  he  h«d  fougfai  for  the  Si^rrwrt  agaiaM  ihc  1^^ 
kiuTes.  The  old  fellow,  who  uodcnUwd  twi  a  few  wattttl 
English,  had  come  into  Cbidso  to  dispoM  of  ■  faw  AiMi 
the  proceedi  ffoia  the  aale  of  whkb  h«  had  ea  pawled  tr  * 
rariely  of  "  notioDi,"  which  he  cantad  about  hia  pMi* 
He  had  three  or  four  cummon  labwco-|up«a  sack  la  Ik*  Wit 
of  a  gay-colourtd  handkercliief,  swathed  raiad  his  kad  Ui 
■  turban ;  aud  ■  long  trail  of  lliul  piepanuou  of  Uic  bi^Bi 
weed  yclept  *■  pig-^1"  pendent  from  his  cinfle;  aad  • 
clolhes-linr,  a  pocket-knife,  and  oti 
Some  of  the  littler  slipped  frwB  his  Sngan 
lo  shut  the  door  on  entering :  and  Ux 
them  up  one  after  another,  requested  ] 
•lucb  was  at  once   willing)]'  granted: 


INDIAN   CHARACTER.  95 

their  bunting,  fishing,  and  fowling;  and  ibis 
table  is  spread  everywhere.  This  poor  people 
are  under  a  dark  night  in  things  relating  to 
religion,  to  be  sure  (the  tradition  of  it)  ;  yet  they 
believe  in  a  God  and  immortality ^  without  the  help 
of  metaphysics.'^* 

tduog  the  hint  from  the  Frenchman,  asked  for  something 
the,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  following  suit,  we  soon 
Mripped  the  old  Indian  of  everything  he  had.  The  smiling 
•mdinesi  with  which  he  met  every  request  afforded  a  com- 
plete triumph  to  the  Frenchman  **  we  admitted  at  least  that 
ii  gave  the  strongest  negative  proof  in  his  favour.  It  is  uiine- 
eetssury  to  add  that  the  articles  were  all  restored,  and  the 
Indian  dismissed  with  several  additions  to  his  little  stock. 
Carver  nys,  that  '^  the  Indians,  in  their  common  state,  are 
to  all  distinction  of  property  except  in  the  articles  of 
use,  which  every  one  considers  as  his  own,  and  in- 
as  circumstances  admit.  They  are  extremely  liberal 
to  each  other,  and  supply  the  deficiency  of  their  friends  with 
any  superfluity  of  their  own/'  The  recently  published  Life  of 
Black  Hawk,  however  doubtful  may  be  its  claims  as  a  speci- 
men of  Ibdian  autobiography,  contains  some  genuine  observa- 
tioos  upon  this  subject. 

*  Vide  the  collected  Works  of  Penn. 
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^^^^^^^  JtfcEMoBanxLi,Huso«n,MHcli18,l>M 

^^^^^^^A  rACKcr  of  Irners  of  introduction  polildj  dh 
^^^^^^^■nlnl  to  this  post  by  &  dibttnguiahnl  ofior,  ■> 
^V  vhoa  1   iiAve  already  been  much   indcblid  tt> 

^M  simtUr    flat  I  e  ring    attentiooa,   hss   procured  at 

^V  tbe  KquaintaDce  of  Gcncnl  A        ',  and  the oC- 

H  (cn  under  hU   coatmand,    including   Kvcnl  if 

■  ihr  new   corps  of  dragoon*,   whiiJi  bas  boe  ilt 

bc«d-quul«rs.     General  .   with   a   couitc^ 

«bicb  1  canout  easily  forget,  made  me  inmc£- 
atelj;  at  borne  in  bi*  accmpfilishcd  aod  agu^ 
able  familv.  and  my  wi;lc»uir  among  tbe  oflnn 
n  such  as  would  kcrp  alive  the  tacmorj  of  dtt 
wL«ks  I  livt-d  in  garriton  ai  Pmiric  du  CUi*, 
could  those  delightful  buur>  be  furgolim.  Y<w 
have  never  bnm  baoiiiht'd  lung  iiKMjgli  frum  tht 
bowm  of  wciet^  to  realite  the  nalisiactioo  oac 
fifU  at  finding  one's  aelf  in  auch  a  circle  lAv 
nuiqutrsding  for  niuDlbc  aoioug  all  wrta  « 
pie.  In  all  fXher  wc-irty  bui  (he  heal  wr  li 
adapt   ourwlvc*  etudiuuily    lo   tbe   ftdiojiitJ 
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prejudices  which  prevail  around  us ;  in  the  most 
cultivated  circles  only  are  perfect  freedom  of  dis- 
cussion and  unshackled  interchange  of  sentiment 
to  be  found.  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny,  how- 
ever, that  character  there  loses  in  interest  what  it 
gains  in  amenity.  To  my  own  taste,  there  are  no 
gradations  in  society  long  tolerable  between  the 
raw  material  as  you  find  it  on  the  frontier,  and 
the  thoroughly  manufactured  article  as  one  occa- 
*sion«lly  meets  with  it  elsewhere :  vulgarity  is  ex- 
daded  alike  from  the  two  extremes ;  because  af- 
fectaticm  and  pretension,  the  only  characteristics 
essentially  vulgar,  have  place  in  neither.  This 
however  is  a  digression. 

I  have  been  here  nearly  a  week,  and  every  day 
brings  forth  something  to  render  my  stay  more 
agreeable.  The  barracks  are  romantically  situated 
in  an  open  wood  on  a  high  bluff,  whose  base  is 
washed  by  the  Mississippi ;  they  are  built  in  the 
form  of  a  parallelogram  encompassing  three  sides 
of  a  noble  parade,  which  is  open  on  the  fourth  to 
the  river,  and  commands  a  most  extensive  view 
over  its  broad  and  majestic  current,  its  rich  allu- 
vial islands,  and  the  magnificent  forests  on  the  op- 
posite shores.  The  ride  hither  from  St.  Louis,  ten 
or  twelve  miles  only,  has  but  little  to  recommend 
it,  except  occasionally  a  pretty  prospect  on  the 
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river  as  you  sometimes  approach  iu  baniiK,  npr- 
cially  when  descending  to  the  hollow-  whernn  lif> 
the  decayed  villa^  of  Carandold,  or  Vniik' 
Puche,  as  it  is  generally  called  from  the  povuij 
of  its  inhabitants.  The  aspect  of  (hb  ancan 
hamlet,  when  compared  with  that  c^  the  toodm 
part  of  St.  Louis,  would  remind  one  uf  Rip  Vm 
Winkle,  and  the  new  generation  that  gntiei  kn 
return  from  the  land  of  dreams,  except  llutlb' 
drowsy  village  looks  as  if  it  hud  gone  to  drtp 
some  time  about  the  middle  of  the  last  ceDtutt'. 
and  had  not  yet  had  its  slumbers  invaded.  Tit 
old  houses,  of  crumbling  stone  and  timber  black 
with  age,  appear  as  frail  as  their  trembling  Jm- 
dowson  the  river  that  ripples  near;  and  |]M«a»- 
tily  dressed,  swart-looking  childrm  ihai  dodp 
like  muskrats  behind  the  dilapidatftl  cndowR% 
as  you  drive  through  the  town,  senn  to  bcbsig  lo 
the  aboriginal  as  much  as  lo  the  white  popahini 
of  the  country.  They  speak  an  andeni  fUti* 
of  the  French,  and  the  carefully  cultivalHl  gar- 
dens still  surviving  here  and  there  through  At 
place,  otherwise  indicate  the  nice  frcim  vbnt* 
they  sprang. 

Delow  .lefTerson  BarracJcs  there  are  oae  or  t*o 
pretty  ridos  along  the  river ;  the  one  mont  wtt^} 
of  mention  leads  to  a  remarkable  eavcm  bai  «  (r« 
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miles  from  the  garrison.     The  entrance  is  in  the 
face  c^  a  limestone  cliff,  abruptly  terminating  a 
raTine  near  the  river,  and  covered  at  the  top  with 
a  flourishing  forest  growth.     The  ravine  itself  at 
the  upper  end  is  walled  in  with  rocks  and  under- 
woody  and  the  rough  bed  of  a  brook,  which  issuing 
from   the  cave  flows  through  the  hollow,  is  the 
most  prominent  passage  to  the  cavern  itself.     The 
entrance  forms  nearly  a  perfect  arch,  some  twenty 
feet  in  height;  the   roof  for    some  depth  being 
nearly  flat,  and  the  gravelled  floor  so  level  that  I 
found  but  little  difiiculty  in  advancing  on  horse- 
back into  the  shadowy  realm,  until  a  turn  in  the 
cave  excluded  the  daylight,  and  my  timid  horse 
refused  to  proceed  farther.     At  this  point  I  was 
overtaken  by  the  party  of  officers  whom  I  had  ac- 
companied to  visit  the  cave,  but  who,  for  conve- 
mence,  had  parted  with  their  horses  before  enter- 
ing the  ravine.      A  soldier  in  attendance  led  mine 
out  of  the  cavern,  and  picketed  him  on  the  hill 
with  his  companions ;  while,  marshalled  along  by 
a   dozen   dragoons  with   torches,  our  party   ad- 
vanced into  the  cave.     The  turns  were  few,  and 
were  it  not  for  the  occasional   rocks  and  other 
inequalities  on  the  floor,  there  was  room  enough, 
as  a  dragoon  remarked,  to  stable  a  regiment  of 
cavalry.     The  ceiling  in  the  mean  time  became 
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unequal  in  height,  and  took  a  variety  of  forms; 
the  limestone  vault  above  assumipg  in  one  jdace, 
called  the  coffin-chamber,  the  exact  form  of  the 
gloomy  object  from  which  it  takes  its  name; 
while,  with  the  slight  aid  of  fancy,  the  semblance 
of  an  inverted  boat  apparently  imbedded  in  the 
ceiling  in  another  place  suggested  a  more  pleamg 
image. 

After  advancing  several  hundred  yards,  and  ex- 
ploring one  or  two  false  passages,  the  roof  sud- 
denly dropped  so  near  to  the  floor,  which  was  now 
alternately   rock  and  water,   that  the  fatigue  cf 
going  on  in  the  crouching  position  rendered  ne- 
cessary  was  more  than   doubled,  while   nothing 
presented  to  repay  the  toil.     We  therefore  deter- 
mined  to  return  to  the  last  chamber  that  we  had 
left,  which  was  in  fact  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
cave.    Here,  on  a  broad  rock  in  the  centre,  reposed 
a   cold   Virginia   ham,   flanked   by   a   couple  of 
chickens,  with  a  tray  of  wine>biscuits  and  a  frfr> 
grant  Ohio  cheese  bringing  up  the  rear;   while 
amid  the  bubbles  of  a  cold  spring  beneath   the 
Tiick  a  couple  of  bottles  of  champaign  reared  their 
grenadier  necks^  as  if  eager  to  start  from  the  am- 
bush.    A  half-a-dozen  dragoons  bearing  tarcbess 
like  the  living  chandeliers  of  ^*  Ranald  of  ibe 
Mist,^  stood  around ;  their  lights  now  gleaming  oa 


OUR  ORGIES.  101 

the  sparry  roof,  or  flkkeriDg  on  the  shallow  stream 
that  rippled  along  the  bottom  of  the  cavern,  and 
DOW  trembling  on  the  damp  air  that  swept  through 
the  place,  and  giving  its  recesses  by  turns  to  glim- 
mer or  to  gloom.     The  joke,  the  laugh,  and  song 
meantime  went  round,  while  the  bats,  the  only 
witnesses  of  our  orgies,   and  which  actually  in 
some  places  hung  in  clusters  along  the  wall,  would 
drop  now  and  then  from  the  rude  cornices  of  our 
banqueting-hall,  and  create  no  little  confusion 
around  our  primitive  table.     At  last  the  notes  of  a 
bugle,  which  we  had  left  at  the  entrance,  winding 
in  many  a  prolonged    echo  through  the  sinuous 
vault,  gave  warning  that  another  party  of  officers, 
with  whom  some  of  us  intended  to  continue  the 
■ftemoon^s  ride,  were  waiting  outside  the  cavern. 
We  emerged  together  from  its  shadowy  chambers, 
and  taking  to  our  horses  again,  the  mounted  pri- 
vates  filed  off  through  the  wood  with  their  officer, 
and  took  the  road  to  the  garrison ;  while  the  rest 
of  our  party  galloped  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 
to  enjoy  the  beautiful  sunset  prospect  of  the  oppo- 
site shore. 

I  was  repeatedly  struck  with  the  intelligent 
remarks  of  the  dragoons  in  attendance  ^hile  we 
were  exploring  the  cave,  as,  without  for  a  moment 
trenching  on  the  sternness  of  military  etiquette 
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are  nearly  perfect  in  the  light  infantry  exercise, 
which  eaters  largely  into  the  manoeuvres  of  dra- 
gooDSy  but  the  exactness  of  their,  movements  when 
mounted  varies  with  the  skill  of  each  individual 
horseman.  They  expect  orders  every  day  to  join 
the  companies  that  have  already  proceeded  to  the 
aoutb-west,  and  advance  with  them  against  the 
Pawnees.  It  would  be  a  fine  sight  to  see  such  a 
body  of  well-mounted  troopers  moving  over  the 
prairies,  which  have  never  witnessed  a  similar 
spectacle  since  the  steel-clad  warriors  of  De  Soto 
shook  their  lances  in  these  wilds.*  The  conse- 
quent exertions  of  the  officers  to  put  man  and 
horse  in  condition  to  take  the  field  are  untiring  ; 
but  unless  the  season  for  preparation  be  much 
extended,  the  want  of  elementary  practice  in  a 
riding-school  will  render  it  impossible  to  attain  an 
end  so  desirable.  In  the  mean  time,  nothing  can 
be  finer  than  the  appearance  of  both  men  and 
horses  individually;  the  former,  all  native-born 
Americans,  are  recruited  entirely  from  the  respect- 
able working-classes, — young  farmers,  tradesmen, 

•  The  romantic  expedition  of  this  bold  Spaniard  and  his  gal- 
lant followers  will  soon  become  more  familiar  to  the  public 
from  a  work  by  an  accomplished  friend  now  in  the  press^  which 
has  excited  much  expectation  ;  an  expectation  which,  we  may 
venture  to  say,  from  having  seen  a  portion  of  the  MS.,  will 
not  be  disappointed. 


BEAGOOX   BOUES. 

,  vfaile  ocxaaeuahy  a  fouog  bk- 
•  b«7er,  «  phjsidui,  hu  been  lad  bj  ik 
V of  CBtarpriK  to  ealut  amoDg  ibem.  Sonuflf 
w  lM«ia£  ao  Hea  at  the  d«tsa&  of  auhttujis. 
;  Md  dtt  ■ecMij  dtttinctJoM  of  nok  uxl 
I  ai  affitMfj  etiquette,  have  boodM 
cUier  *  life,  and  desertal  Uhb 
i  (Ml  tfe  Btjanty  ^  the  new  recruits  — « 
fhaand  nd  Aar  praeat  rimatioo,  ood  e^K  to 
mer  ave  eancttlT  upon  the  ntode  of  life  vfaidi 

IV  ^piiiMiii  <d  the  hones  mnild  iM#t 
5«a.  TW«Aoer«fa>safCfiQtcBdedtbau'paRhiv 
liM  W^  «en  hi^i|if  M  "'"'^"^  tfaciB,  and  keep 

CM  nStj  Mgjae  the  fine  ^ipcwanee  of  fiAj 
^Me^ded  dvH  or  ifHriled  ma  grtjs,  uj  two 
«f  wlach  M^  Hake  a  poftct  matdi.— a  ajuid. 
■■■  af  fhnej  Lfciecaali  or  troops  1/  blacb  a> 
dvi  «•  "^S^  Hariig  aercr  Men  as;  of  tbc 
mfo^  ea«iifcj  m  the  amia  at  Eurupe,  vbcn 
«hr  kmcsflfa  vMr  rqpBMnt  aie  perfectly  Buuh- 
ei^  Ae ^(ht  he>  dl  the  chatm of  aofelt^-  foeme; 
^id«%ar««  the  ^agoaa  bona  are  pulled.  1 
ted  ^mdtfMhmhwkahMgeilb  them.  TUfc 
«JClt  iipm^  the  «TT7  pxKl  Ubearj  bdonfiag 
»•  chcf*i^«  ki«^gi^(Mto  the  aiunc-nNHaal  thi 
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trtmr  whm  thp  bond  is  practising,  where  I  am 
rtften  rewarded  with  a  well- executed  piece  from 
mne  modern  opera,  or  listening  to  touches  from 
Mrrr  fingers  at  the  general's  quarters  in  the  even- 
ing, — this,  adding  agreeable  conversation,  and  an 
Indian  pipe  or  tvro  of  klniiekinic  after  dinner,  car- 
ries one  well  enough  through  a  day,  already  short- 
ened by  watching  with  some  interest  the  regular 
succession  of  military  duties  and  the  showy  dis- 
ploy  of  a  large  garrison. 

i  was  much  diverted  with  a  little  incident  which 
I  witnessed  the  other  evening.  I  had  been  sup- 
ping with  a  young  staff-officer  quartered  in  a  cot- 
tage near  the  garrison,  and  over  whose  mantel- 
piece waved  a  dag  which  his  father  had  planted 
on  the  walls  of  Dome,  and  was  returning  to  the 
barracks  with  an  officer  of  dragoons.  The  wood 
through  which  our  path  led  was  extremely  dark, 
and  my  companion  carried  a  lantern.  As  we  ap- 
proached a  postern,  we  were  suddenly  hailed  in  a 
low  Yoice  by  some  one  near,  and  the  rustling  of 
the  dead  leaves  indicated  that  footsteps  were-  ap- 
proaching. "  Hist '.  are  you  coming?"  whispered 
the  stranger,  "  Deserters.,  by  heaven  !"  exclaimed 
the  officer,  unlocking  his  arm  from  mine.  "  Stand 
forth,  you  scoundrels,"  added  he,  raising  his  lan- 
as   to  throw  its  light  for  some  distance 
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aniuiHl  us.  It  fell  upcn  a  solitary  figure  standmi 
immediately  ii»  the  path  bebiad  us.  *'  J — • !  il't 
the  lef-ttn-nnnt !  md  I  took  him  for  6aiiib,*Eii- 
cuUted  a  half-intoximted  dragoon,  letting  fall  •■ 
the  same  time  soroetltiiig  which  he  carried  uiukt 
his  arm.  "  Pii-k  up  your  canteen,  sir,  and  «»p 
in  front  of  me,"  said  the  officer,  sternly.  ThrM> 
low  o!>eyed  like  a  piece  of  mechanism.  *"  Fof 
ward  r  cried  his  superior,  and  the  culprit  <n* 
handed  over  lo  the  guard  a  moment  af^enra/d. 

This  was  the  first  oflence  of  the  kind  that  kd 
occurred  in  the  company  to  which  the  mn  b^ 
longed,  and  his  comrades,  after  the  guard  *w 
turned  out  in  the  morning,  asked  permiMMB. 
through  sn  orderly,  (o  award  the  punishtnctil  rf 
the  fir^t  soldier  who  had  thus  disgraced  thcH. 
The  boon,  in  consideration  of  their  geoenil  fptA 
conduct,  and  by  way  of  keeping  up  a  high  t^A 
in  tliis  new  coqis,  waa  very  properly  grMMd 
The  penalty  was  soon  announced  to  be  **  a  AvA- 
ing  in  the  Minsissippi."  TIhj  offieer  in  ( 
iif  the  division  having  a|>p roved  of  it,  the  c 
was  fonnally  drawn  up  upon  the  baiik  nftha 
and  ihree  or  four  i»f  the  stoutest  ! 
detailed  from  the  ranks  upon  the  diaa 
duly,  tlie  B(rict«t>t  decorum  « 
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the  criminal  expiated  bis  offence  by  washing  out 
the  stain  wbich  be  bad  brougbt  upon  bis  corps. 
I  passed  an  hour  or  two  yesterday  witb  Oeneral 

A 9  ^in  saperintending  tbe  opening  of  some 

ancient  Indian  graves  in  tbe  neigbbourhood ;  our 
search  after  relics  having  been  immediately  sug- 
gested by  tbe  general's  gardener  turning  up  acci- 
dentally a  day  or  two  since  a  large  stone  toma* 
hawk,  which,  witb  another  that  would  make  a  vir- 
tuoso's mouth  water,  was  politely  presented  to  me. 
The  general^s  orderly,  with  a  couple  of  privates 
armed  witb  spades  and  pickaxes,  was  already  on 
the  spot,  as  we  rode  up  to  a  prettily-wooded 
knoU  near  the  river,  when  it  was  proposed  to 
commence  operations.  The  place  was  every  here 
and  there  planted  with  flat  stones  placed  each 
on  end  like  a  tombstone,  but  overgrown  with 
moss,  or  sunken  almost  beneath  tbe  surface  of  the 
ground.  A  pair  of  these  stones  would  stand  oppo- 
site to  each  other  with  an  interval  of  about  four 
feet;  tbe  intermediate  distance  when  excavated 
being  found  always  to  consist  of  a  shallow  basin, 
formed  witb  considerable  care  of  flat  stones,  but 
neither  bones  nor  weapons  were  therein ;  and  these 
singular  cells  not  resembling  in  form  the  ^^  caches^'' 
in  which  the  modem  Indians  secrete  their  corn  be- 
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iame  a  year  in  their  toar  of  duty  among  the  wild 
tribes  of  that  region,  and  I  have  made  no  arrange- 
ments for  being  so  long  absent  from  home.  I 
must  content  myself  with  a  trip  up  the  Missouri, 
which  I  have  projected  with  a  friend  at  St.  Louis, 
whither  I  shall  return  to-morrow,  to  avail  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity  of  making  it. 

rioting  in  their  veins.  Not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
eflectiTe  men  reached  this  point  They  found  the  Pawnees 
tneaiiy  disposed  towards  them, — their  wants  were  administered 
lo>,  and  the  men  relieved  by  a  stay  of  a  few  days.  Meanwhile 
the  neighbouring  tribes  of  Indians  were  summoned,  and  came 
t9  a  cooneil  to  tlie  number  of  three  thousand  warriors ;  all 
of  them  moanted  on  fleet  horses;  their  dark  eyes  glancing  upon 
thdr  miters  in  no  very  gentle  aspect ;  their  arms  and  warlike 
iialniroents  glistening  in  the  snn ;  but,  fortunately,  the  council 
dosed  peaceably.  The  dragoons  returned  to  Fort  Gibson, 
worn  out  and  exhausted.'^  They  are  now  in  winter-quarters, 
distrilmted,  we  beliere,  in  three  different  garrisons  on  the  fron- 
tier, instead  of  being  concentrated,  as  they  ought  to  be,  at  a 
post  where  they  could  hare  a  school  of  practice  for  years  to 
oome.  There  are  some  hints  in  Lord  Dover's  lately  published 
Life  of  Frederick  the  Great  which  show  that  an  efficient  ca- 
valry force  cannot  be  constituted  in  a  day, — and  which  may  be 
perated  to  equal  advantage  by  those  who  would  send  green 
leeraits  among  a  nation  of  horsemen,  and  those  who  complain 
of  want  of  efficiency  in  a  corps  which  has  as  yet  succumbed  to 
nothing  but  climate. 


LITTES  XXXI. 

«■!!  miM  3C  ?C  Look,  ia  the  hope  of 
r  nj  zaar  &rthrr  wealwadi, 
hic  utmniofty  ^dn£  ^  mi  tpotikKCioi  to  the  oft- 
rs^  if  "ZK  XntTTisin  Fir  Compaar  fi>r  a  paauge 
31  jiK  i£  riiar  3uaci  3J  :^  zioath  of  tbe  V«llo« 
SufK  Via  r^txuiac  ■•»»  nreCviT  pv^ored  for  ne 
^  &  l«ic.t:fnua  ^loirtKmi  ii:  t:^  Indian  trade; 
tati  -X  UKi  'xin  3i.-aia.Tai  re  e=«  that  it  «as  ra- 
fiiiei  '^MTiusi  s.-mi!  >:ir  ae  .nmoatMi  would  not 
'sii  —  X  t=£n!i  anasnc  t^Hui  vakm  iaoCfs.~  I  ragift 
rae  gjr--nset.'n.'g  :3<  3K-rv  (nm  biTing  iatoKkd 
tD  ki'^  aiT^*f  cf  t^oTnsL  mittanoo  of  Major 

.  of  t2K  'T»r:;T  decunnaeBi.  to  pu*  a  moolk 

vfdi  !is  i!  t^  scis-.f!,  ^  m  tiw  inienn-.  Abi» 
ttjoi:ig  :h«c  ibis  ir*-:t:3j  excursaoo,  I  b«ainv  ioh 
padeiE  to  uk«  mr  |»fs^e  for  Cincinaaii,  until  I 
fanad  mjitii  oa  a  brii^ht  mftemooa  hauliiif;  <mI 
from  tt>e  docl*  of  St.  Louit  ia  a  small  and  rather 
>haU>T4ookiDg  steacer  ;  but  which  had  a  ttputa> 


EMBABKATION.  1  1 1 

tion  for  speed,  and  an  active  and  civil  master  to 
recommend  her.  The  piera  at  the  time  were 
crowded  witli  other  steamboats,  either  lately  ar- 
rived from  below,  or  about  starting  on  their  long 
voyage  to  New  Orleans :  some  that  had  come  in 
the  night  before  from  Louisville  were  thronged 
with  emigrants  from  every  country,  hastening  to 
the  exhaUBtless  prairies  of  Illinois,  or  eager  to  dis- 
tribute themselves  along  the  turbid  waters  of  the 
far-flowing  Missouri.  The  hoarse  panting  of  the 
bigh-pressure  engines,  the  rattling  of  the  drsys 
on  the  pavcil  wharfs,  and  the  discordant  cries  iu 
•very  tongue  mingling  with  the  song  of  the  negro 
boklDien,  as  their  wild  cbaunt  on  coming  into  port 
would  rise  ever  and  anon  above  the  general  din, 
nude  a  confutdon  of  sights  and  sounds  that  was 
bewildering.  At  length  we  got  fairly  under  way, 
the  Last  adieux  were  made,  and  messages  and  com- 
miuions,  deferred  till  the  last  moment,  exchanged ; 
the  crew  of  our  boat  adding  to  the  general  con- 
cert by  raising  the  customary  river-chorus  m  they 
loosed  her  moorings  from  the  shore.  The  gro- 
tesque gables  and  stuccoed  parapets  of  St.  Louis 
loon  faded  in  the  distance ;  the  scattered  and 
crumbling  cottages  of  Corandolet  were  passed ; 
t  MP  hour  after  found  ub  watching  the  proud 
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walls  ao  far  ioto  the  prairie  that  miles  of  meadow 
iatervene  between  their  base  and  the  flower-kissed 
curreDt  ?  For  one  who  has  ever  stood  upon  those 
cUffsy  and  looked  down  upon  the  soft  meadow  or 
dear  depths  beneath  him, — there,  where  a  hun- 
dred green  islets,  like  the  floating  gardens  of 
Montezuma,  seem  dropped  upon  the  sunny  sur- 
face ;  or,  glancing  from  their  imbowered  thickets, 
has  watched  each  salient  point  of  the  bold  bluff 
opposite  assume  a  hundred  shapes,  as  the  gor- 
geous clouds  of  sunset  would  drift  over  the  pearly 
skies  above  him, — for  one  who  has  gazed  upon 
this  fairy  landscape,  even  when  winter  has  veiled 
its  charms,  the  Lower  Mississippi  possesses  but 
little  attraction. 

For  many  miles,  indeed,  below  St.  Louis  there 
are  some  striking  points  occasionally  occurring. 
The  ridge  of  bluffs  again  appears  below  the 
^*  American  bottom,^  and  sometimes  they  ap- 
proach the  edge  of  the  stream,  till  it  whirls  in 
boiling  eddies  around  their  irregular  base.  The 
numerous  alluvial  islands,  too,  borrow  an  air  of 
grandeur  from  the  Titan-like  trees,  whose  pon- 
derous limbs  and  lofty  shafts  seem  to  sustain  the 
clouds  above  them ;  but  I  confess  that  to  me  half 
the  interest  attaching  here  to  the  river  arose  from 
association  only.     The  mere  idea  of  being  upon  a 


Am  m<aam  each  am  bwaeiue  «xtuit  oi 

rink  the  ppndnctioni.  of  ertij  diiuU 

apia  il*  faaalu  m  snScieatly  imprcwtc 

»  BDt  uadl  Tm  think  i^ioo  the  laDtlj  ULa 

■ortik-west.  frvm  vfatdt  the  &tbet  of  nran 

t  his  biith.  mmI  the  trofMoal  Ka>  in  vloci 

^■Im.  kHfr  thoMselics— upon  the  Ta»t  and  fa- 

i^ioBft  that  inierveac,  and  opuD  the  tribooa- 

.  had;  aeami  to  hinsdf,  by  which  ibcf  an 

that  TiMr  Biad  tikes  ■■  thff  &iU  Hi>v<< 


Aaiag  tW  otjatti  at  iattreu  pointed  out  H 
Ab  iHHMt  m  ihaiiiiiHii|,  U)  ibe  mouth  of  the  OU* 
«e  MHe  li^MrkiUe  rack  furmAlioos  kntMB  ■ 
the  •"  GniNl  Tovcr,"  « llw  iXml's  Uven,"  icL 
TW  firtf  of  thne  n  a  InAj  and  deUcbed  cms  i' 
a  crfiadnod  law,  which  uand*  out  ftwa  tb 
^■B,  ^mI  apkUs  ita  anma  at  rifted  pio«t  R- 
g^vdloK  fif  the  tamat  that  ruan  around  iu  )mw 
TW  i<Wr  11  a  heMiiphakil  cavity,  huUowed  ort 
by  iW  actioa  c£  maXtt  in  former  days,  and  if^ 
damt  fiii^h  fir  a  hckcaust  of  Chabcrts,  and  ■> 
■■■y  haftwiki  m  wooU  >ali*fy  the  batch,  lo  bi 
tifciiil  togclbcr  is.  Wc  flopped  to  Ukc  io  ^noi 
i^MH  wing  when  the  bank  «a*  again  cotiip— ^ 
«f  Jimaw;  and  I  hatv  kUhioi  lecn  atirh  viM an^ 
giulM^w  luukwg  evratum  •»  tMued   (rtm  tk 
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edge  of  the  forest  when  the  boat  approached  the 
shore.  The  woodcutters  of  the  Mississippi  are  as 
peculiar  a  race  as  were  the  boatmen  whom  the  use 
of  steam  has  driven  from  its  waters.  They  rear 
dieir  rude  cabins  chiefly  in  those  places  along  the 
fiver  which  are  too  unhealthy  to  become  settled 
by  permanent  and  respectable  occupants,  and 
there,  free  from  all  control  but  that  of  their  ne- 
eessities,  and  exposed  to  the  noxious  exhalations 
of  the  swamps  adjacent,  they  become  alike  un- 
couth in  manners  and  unnatural  in  appearance. 
Their  frames  are  shaken  by  fevers  till  the  flesh  de- 
parts from  their  rickety  limbs ;  while  the  droop- 
ing rotundity  of  their  persons  in  front  contrasts 
strangely  with  the  sunken  cheeks,  whose  hue  seems 
still  more  sallow  from  the  lank  black  hair  that 
hangs  in  elf-locks  over  them. 

I  was  standing  near  the  quarter-rail,  observing 
a  group  of  these  people  with  some  curiosity,  and 
immediately  beside  me  the  master  of  the  steamer 
was  entertaining  some  ladies,  passengers,  by  point- 
ing out  the  peculiarities  of  another  group,  when 
an  exclamation  of  alarm  from  the  females  called 
my  attention  to  a  stout  fellow  in  a  hunting- frock 
who  stood  near  a  skifi^  on  the  river's  bank,  and 
waving  a  long  and  heavy  staff  in  his  hand  as  we 
neared  the  shore,  called  out  to  us  in  a  threatening 
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voice  to  "  keep  off."  The  wonia  bul  not  ^ 
his  lips,  when  the  bow  of  the  steamer  apf 
near  enough  to  the  abrupt  margin  for  erne  ot  tlw 
crew  tu  leap  to  land  with  the  bow-fast  in  Im  hud. 
the  commotion  occasioned  by  the  wberli  at  lh( 
same  time  nearly  swamping  t)ie  little  enh  of  tk» 
bock  woudsman.  The  pule  he  held  was  tnsualh 
in  re(|nisition;  and  our  boatman  scarcely  lawM 
the  earth,  before  a  blow,  that  migfit  have  felM 
an  ox,  stretched  him  at  full  length  npoa  it  A 
cry  of  indignation  burst  from  our  crew.  "  Ex- 
cuse me,  ladies,""  said  the  captain,  poliiply  lootk- 
ing  his  hat,  while  stepping  back  a  pace  or  iwob 
took  his  rifle  from  behind  the  door  of  Itis  pmiH 
cabin,  where  it  stood  ready  loaded.  Th«  thiaiaf 
barrel  was  levelled  upon  the  assailant  in  an  b- 
stant ;  in  another  he  would  have  been  in  eUrrdrtr: 
but,  in  the  rapid  succession  of  inridt-ntt,  half  of 
our  crew  had  leaped  ashore  to  xucoour  the  wviumM 
man,  and  the  intermingling  of  the  dJfTerenl  [Mrtkt 
prevented  the  captain  from  drawing  the  triggtf. 
even  as  his  finger  was  U))on  it.  Throwing  up  tbc 
muKzle  of  his  piece,  he  now  quickly  gained  Af 
river's  tmnk  with  the  nst;  and  in  tbe  wvn 
parley  thai  ensued,  it  was  only  the  unusual  A^ 
cunistnnoe  of  there  being  but  one  rifle  in  a  cm- 
pany  uf  to  ma:iy  lliul  prevented  the  effuunB  J 
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bkxxL  The  backwoodsman  thrice  raised  his  quar- 
ter-staff, and  thrice  did  the  captain,  retiring  a 
step,  place  his  rifle  to  his  shoulder,  with  its  muz- 
zle within  a  foot  of  the  other's  mouth.  At  length, 
having  completed  taking  in  wood,  the  master  again 
returned  to  the  deck,  attended  first  to  the  injured 
man,  and  then  replacing  his  rifle,  with  an  apology 
to  the  ladies  for  ^^  so  unpleasant  an  interruption,^' 
pursued  the  conversation  as  if  nothing  unusual 
had  occurred. 

I  am  now  upon  the  beautiful  Ohio,  and  revel- 
ling in  the  most  delightful  scenery  in  the  world. 
The  season  is  not  quite  advanced  enough  to  show 
the  river  to  the  best  advantage,  but  the  opening 
of  spring  shows  itself  in  the  tender  leaflets  of  the 
cotton- wood  and  the  tufced  verdure  of  the  hardy 
cane-brake ;  while  the  snowy  blossom  of  the  dog- 
wood can  be  seen  far  within  the  bosoms  of  the 
thinly-arrayed  forest,  and  the  joyous  red-bud 
blooms  over  whole  acres  near  the  shore.  Many 
of  the  trees  on  the  river's  bank  are  covered  with 
the  mistletoe,  whose  deep  green  clusters  stand  in 
bold  relief  upon  the  pale  bark  of  the  sycamore. 

It  was  an  agreeable  moment  to  me  when  our 
steamer  wheeled  around  the  marshy  little  penin- 
sula of  Cairo,  and,  leaving  the  desolate  tide  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  found  myself  once  more  upon  this 
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Iraosparent  water.  The  heavy  foresU  of  oak,  and 
elm,  and  tovering  poplar  did  not  indeed  at  finl 
present  much  variety  upon  the  level  shores:  but 
after  passing  thebroad  mouths  of  the  Cumberiaod 
and  Tennessee,  with  the  Urge  and  be&utifDl 
islands  at  the  embouchure  of  each,  we  cane  lo 
those  inaccessible  perpendicular  rocks*  which  ibt 
river  washes  above  Golconda.    Here  the  frowninfi 

*  The  principal  promontories  of  ibis  range  of  cTiA  ut 
known  as  "  Battpry  Hock,"  "Cave  Hock,"  and  "Tawi 
Rock."  Un  Ihe  auiDinit  ot  the  Utter  there  is  nid  to  nHl  k 
antique  lumulus,  partly  coiutructed  or  large  bloda  oT  ilcat; 
but  by  whom  erected,  or  for  what  purpoir  dtaignc)].  tmlinM 
aailh  not-  "  Mounds  or  cairns  of  tliU  kind,"  obMtrti  Hi 
Schoolcralt,  "  are  not  unknown  to  otber  pans  of  ih«  Miwk- 
sippi  Valley, although  the  sionet  we  not  bewed  oi 
much  regularity.  But  ihe  most  remarkable  it 
of  an  antique  chantcler  which  iheprugmsof  settIeiD«titfcM}*> 
disclosed,  is  undoubtedly  ilial  descrilivd  by  Dr.  C  L.  Bed 
(Gaietteer  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  Alb.  1S33),  n  «■■«< 
near  Noyen  Creek  In  Missouri." 

The  immense  cavernous  fissure  known  as  Ca>«  Rack,  v 
"  Rock-Inn  Carr,"  it  often  visited  by  [letsons  pusinf  lb 
Ohio.  Its  dimetisioQs,  as  quolcJ  in  Scboolcraft'i  Tiardi,  m. 
— length,  one  hundred  ftnd  sixty  tuet ;  width  U  At  HMlk 
eighiy-eighi  feet ;  height  si  the  «nlrance,  tanj  feat,— O^MMif 
graduslly  towards  its  temiiiiaiiori.  Tliete  i 
fissure  in  the  roof  of  this  cavern.  Popular  traditlaii  d> 
tliis  cave  ai  one  of  the  hannlj  of  t  gang  at  robbers  wfo  kr- 
nieily  inf^ted  the  Uhio  ;  and  its  pecuUw  torn  has  nfgl^ 
one  of  his  most  a^freeable  ules  to  an  admiivd  Wbmii  wiw- 
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precipices  that  gave  dignity  to  the  shore,  and  the 
green  islets  that  diversi6ed  the  bosom  of  the  noble 
river,  afforded  a  combination  of  the  bold  and  beau- 
tiful such  as  is  only  met  upon  the  Ohio, — such  as, 
when  the  ample  moon  shone  down  on  crag  and 
stream  and  floating  forest  there,  would  realize  all 
that  poet  ever  dreamed  of  scenery. 

Shawneetown  and  the  sounding  Wabash,  with 
its  wavy  forests  and  grateful  groves  of  Pekaun 
(carya  olivaformis)^  were  soon  after  passed,  and 
the  increased  windings  of  the  stream,  with  its 
picturesque  alternations  of  "  blufP  and  "  bottom*" 
— its  steep  conical  hills  nodding  with  unbroken 
forests,  and  fertile  vales  smiling  with  happy  culti- 
▼ation,  beguiled  our  course,  and  soon  brought  us 
to  the  rapids,  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river. 

**  The  Falls  of  the  Ohio,*'  once  so  dangerous  to 
the  river-craft,  are  no  longer  among  the  objects  of 
interest  which  meet  the  eye  of  the  passing  tra- 
veller on  this  route.  They  are  now  wholly  avoided 
by  the  steamboat-canal,  which,  commencing  two 
miles  below  Louisville,  terminates  at  the  wharfs 
of  that  flourishing  city.  The  work  is  a  very  com- 
plete one,  and  the  solid  finish  of  the  masonry  in 
the  locks  exacts  a  tribute  of  admiration  from  every 
one  that  avails  himself  of  this  great  improvement 
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in  the  cavigation  of  the  riTcr.  Our  Alrambnl 
stopped  for  an  hour  at  Loui»Tilh>,  aud  I  sriacdtlw 
opportunity  (o  ramble  through  the  town.  It  b 
handsumely  laid  out,  with  broad  and  *e11-p>*eJ 
streets,  compactly  built  with  brick  and  *IMf. 
Some  of  the  private  dwellings  have  a  good  detlof 
style  about  them ;  and  among  the  oawrroM 
liotels,  there  is  one  much  superior  in  external  ip* 
pearance  and  interior  arrangement  to  any  nta- 
blishment  of  the  kind  we  have  in  New  York,  The 
shops,  which  arc  large  and  airy,  oRvr  a  very  shoitT 
display  of  goods ;  and  the  itpaciuus  and  subsUD- 
tial  warehouses,  with  [he  numerous  dray&  Mati> 
nually  passing  to  and  fro,  the  concourse  of  nU- 
dressed  people  in  ihe  streets,  and  Ihe  quandtyflf 
river-craft  in  front  of  the  town,  give  Loutnilr 
the  appearance  of  being  the  greatest  place  ol  bmi- 
ness    upon    the   western   waters.*      Thcrt  *tn 

'  LouisTille  istljGgreai  coDimenialeiopariuin  of  Ktmidg. 
Tlie  Uhio  ai  tliia  point  runs  oeatlj  due  finsl,  uid  liw  low* 
facts  the  north,  standing  on  n  vast  alluvial  Uillom,  wbidi,  »■ 
cending  fiom  the  ahorr,  suelchts  out  in  et«ry  diicctioa  feM 
tlie  riTct.  The  populmioo  of  LouuvilU  it  tkbaul  lifilA 
Among  iu  public  buildings  are  eiglii  ot  niiui  cburdun,  •  A» 
uv,  higb-achool,  Uniteil  State*  Bank,  Miirin«  lloapttil,  4t. 
Tbere  are  numerous  (team -mi II*,  an  iron-foundiy,  rrtcna  >r 
lory,  dc.  in  the  place-  Tlie  caiul  wliicb  conMvts  ife  Mn 
wLtli  die  river  biJow  ibe  Fall)  i*  alwui  iwd  todM  le^i  ■!■ 


LOUUYILLB.  ISl 

several  steamboats  that  arrived  and  departed  even 
in  the  brief  time  that  our  boat  lay-to  ;  and  when 
we  again  got  on  our  way,  it  was  in  company  with 
several  others. 

The  wild  beauties  of  the  river  had  not  lost  their 
charms  by  thb  glance  at  the  artificial  attractions 
of  a  flourishing  town.  The  constantly  interlock- 
ing promontories  at  each  turn  of  the  river  make  a 
sail  up  the  Ohio  appear  like  the  passage  through 
an  interminable  chain  of  lakes ;  and  the  new  play 
of  lights  and  shades,  occasioned  by  the  sudden 
change  of  the  river^s  course,  prevents  its  charms 
from  becoming  monotonous.  I  am  now  about  five 
hundred  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  could  the 
waning  moonbeams  that  for  so  many  nights  have 
silvered  its  beautiful  tide  but  play  there  for  a 
month  to  come,  I  could  float  on  thus  for  ever. 
Among  my  few  fellow-passengers  are  two  or  three 
ladies,  to  whom  I  ought  before  to  have  acknow- 
ledged myself  indebted.  A  passionate  lover  of 
nature,  like  your  friend,  meets  with  few  to  sym- 

luificieDtly  deep  to  admit  the  largest  steamboats,  when  the 
liver  is  high  enough  for  them  to  run.  It  has  four  locks,  and 
OTcroomes  a  fall  of  twenty-two  feet.  Tlie  cost  of  constructing 
it  is  estimated  at  730,000  dollars.  The  position  of  Louisville 
issboat  38°  18'  north,  and  8°  42'  west  from  Washington.  It 
is  t448  miles,  by  the  river,  above  New  Orleans,  and  five  hun- 
dfed  and  tifty-oine  miles  from  Washington  city. 

VOL.  II.  O 
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pathlse  fully  in  his  tasted ;  but  I  have  ever  ol> 
§(7Ted,  that  as  among  women  one  finds  the  quok 
est  perception  of  the  ludicrous  in  chararter,  itJMt 
them,  too,  you  must  look  for  the  readiest  a 
ation  of  what  is  beautiful  in  nature  or  d 
art.  Their  sensibilities,  indeed,  arc  not  so  (Uqi, 
but  their  sympathies  are  keener  aod  more  qaiddf 
awakened  than  those  of  men ;  and  the  saoKriirfA 
ness  of  apprehension  which  makes  them  jump  Ht 
cooclusion  in  an  argument,  while  our  alaggU 
minds  are  toiling  through  the  preUminary  denon- 
stration,  exhibits  itself  alike  in  dfHecting  an  ^ 
surdity  in  manners,  or  snatching  a  fleeting  dun 
in  the  landscape  from  forgetful  nets. 

We  have  DOW  pasaed  the  Miami,  the  last  of  the 
larger  tributaries  of  the  Ohio  below  Cinanaati. 
and  our  steamer  will  soon  bring-to  at  the  mauA 
of  the  Licking  River,  opposite  to  that  town.  Botk 
of  tliese  streams  are  famous  in  bordcr-slory  :  bul 
the  latter,  from  being  opposite  to  old  Fort  Wab> 
ington,  upon  whose  sit«  Cincinnati  U  built,  hai  m 
many  frontier- traditions  connected  with  it,  that  I 
cannot,  perhaps,  more  agreeably  conclitdv  this  Ut- 
ter than  with  one  of  them.  It  is  an  oA-to)dibirT 
of  the  singular  preservation  of  two  wounded  nn, 
who  encountered  each  other  in  the  thick  (tttf 
whose  shadows  formerly  darkened  the  nvtra 
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point,  after  an  Indian  fight  near  the  mouth  of  the 
licking.  These  sole  survivors  of  a  bloody  fray 
had  each  been  disabled  in  a  contest  which  was 
fiital  to  their  companions.  One  had  been  shot 
through  the  hips,  so  as  temporarily  to  paralyse 
both  his  legs ;  the  other  had  both  arms  broken  ; 
jret  each,  after  being  struck  down  in  the  heat  of 
the  fight,  had  managed  to  crawl  into  an  adjacent 
thicket,  and  so  eflectually  to  conceal  himself,  that 
die  savages  who  had  assailed  their  party,  after 
leBlpmg  the  fallen,  departed  and  left  their  retreat 
uiunvaded.  Many  hours  intervened,  and  appre- 
hension kept  each  of  the  wounded  men  so  silent 
that  he  was  wholly  unaware  of  the  vicinity  or  even 
the  existence  of  the  other.  At  length,  he  who  had 
the  use  of  his  arms,  being  pinched  with  hunger, 
▼mtured  to  shoot  a  rackoon  which  wandered  near 
him.  His  former  comrade  called  out  at  the  report 
of  the  gun ;  but  the  other,  fearing  some  Indian 
wile,  refused  to  answer  until  the  man  presented 
himself  before  him.  Mutual  gratulation  of  course 
ensued  ;  and*  then  he  that  had  the  use  of  his  legs 
kicked  the  rackoon  towards  the  other,  who,  hav- 
ing flayed  and  cooked  it,  fed  his  companion.  Their 
situation  for  pioneers  after  a  btcttle  seemed  tolera- 
bly comfortable!  but,  unable  to  move  from  his 
tftting  posture,  he  that  was  wounded  in  the  hips 

o2 
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must  have  perished  from  thirst,  if  the  other,  who 
was  deprived  of  the  use  of  his  hands,  had  not 
taken  his  hat  in  his  mouth,  and,  wading  to  hb 
chin  in  the  river,  dipped  up  a  cooling  draught  for 
his  feverish  friend.  In  this  condition  thev  are 
said  to  have  remained  for  more  than  ten  davf; 
the  walking  gentleman  driving  turkeys  and  other 
game  near  enough  for  the  sitter  to  shoot,  and  tbe 
sitting  gentleman  cooking  the  meals  which  tbe 
walker  thus  provided,  —  the  latter  in  the  mean 
time  carrying  the  hat  to  the  river  as  regularly  as 
a  bucket  to  a  well.  Ultimately  a  boat  descend- 
ing the  Ohio  relieved  them  from  their  mutual 
offices,  and  both  are  said  to  have  afterward  re- 
covered.* 

♦  Melcalf's  Indian  Wars. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  3r(],  1834. 

It  was  a  still  sunny  morning,  when,  in  round- 
ing one  of  those  beautiful  promontories  which 
form  so  striking  a  feature  in  the  scenery  of  the 
Ohio,  we  came  suddenly  upon  a  cluster  of  gardens 
and  villas,  which  indicated  the  vicinity  of  a  flou- 
rishing town ;  and  our  boat  taking  a  sudden  sheer 
from  the  shore,  before  the  eye  had  time  to  study 
out  their  grouping  and  disposition,  the  whole  city 
of  Cincinnati,  embosomed  in  its  amphitheatre  of 
green  hills,  was  brought  at  once  before  us.  It 
rises  on  two  inclined  planes  from  the  river,  the 
one  elevated  about  fifty  feet  above  the  other,  and 
both  running  parallel  to  the  Ohio.  The  streets 
are  broad,  occasionally  lined  with  trees,  and  gene- 
rally well  built  of  brick,  though  there  are  some 
pretty  churches  and  noble  private  dwellings  of  cut 
stone  and  of  stucco.  Of  the  latter  there  are  seve- 
ral with  greater  pretensions  to  architectural  beauty 
than  any  which  I  remember  in  New- York.  The 
first  impression  upon  touching  the  quays  at  Cin- 
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dimati,  and  looking  np  its  spmdaas  mTcnocs,  ter- 
minating  always  in  the  green   acdrrities  which 
bound  the  citj,   is   exceedinglj    beftotiAil;   and 
your  good  opinion  of  the  town  suAsrs  no  dimnni- 
tion  when  you  haTe  an  opportunity  to  examine  its 
well- washed  streets  and  tasteful  priTate  residences. 
Of  the  rides  and  walks  in  the  suburbs  I  cannot 
speak  too  warmly ;  the  girdle  of  green  hills  already 
spoken  of,  on  some  of  which  the  primeral  growdi 
of  the  forest  still  lingers  in  a  clump  of  aged  trees, 
command  some  of  the  most  beautiful  Tiews  yoQ 
can  imagine  of  the  opposite  shores  of  Kentucky, 
with  the  two  pretty  manufacturing   Tillages  on 
either  side  of  the  Licking  River,  which  debouches 
opposite  to  Cincinnati.     Cincinnati  herself,  with 
her  twenty  gilded  spires  gleaming  among  gardeas 
and  shrubbery,  lies  as  if  spread  upon  a  map  be- 
neath you  ;  while,  before  attaining  this  command- 
ing height,  you  have  already  been  rewarded,  when 
winding  up  the  steep  ascent,  by  a  hundred  charm- 
ing glimpses  of  groves  and  villas,  scattered  along 
the  banks  of  the  beautiful  Ohio.   Verily,  if  beauty 
alone  confer  empire,  it  is  in  vain  for  thriving  Pitts- 
burg or  flourishing  Louisville,  bustling  and  buzmn 
as  they  are,  to  dispute  with  Cincinnati  her  title  of 
**  Queen  of  the  West." 
The  population  of  the  place  is  about  thirty 
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^>uaaiid.  Among  them  you  see  very  few  who  look 
not  comfurtable  and  coiitenled,  though  the  town 
does  not  wear  the  brisk  and  busy  air  observable  at 
Louisville.  Transportation  is  so  easy  along  the 
great  western  waters,  that  you  see  no  lounging 
lx>or  people  about  the  large  towns,  as,  when 
busineas  languishes  in  one  place,  and  it  is  difiicult 
lu  find  occupation,  they  are  off  at  once  to  another, 
and  sliift  their  (juarters  whither  tlic  readiest  ineans 
of  living  invite  them.  What  would  most  strike 
you  in  the  streets  of  Cincinnati  would  be  the 
number  of  pretty  faces  and  stylish  figures  one 
meets  in  a  morning.  I  have  bad  more  than  one 
opportunity  of  seeing  these  western  beauties  by 
csndie-light,  and  the  evening  display  brought  no 
disappointment  to  the  morning  promise.  Nothing 
can  be  more  agreeable  than  the  society  which  one 
meets  with  in  the  gay  and  elegantly  furnishe<Ll 
drawing-rooms  of  Cincinnati ;  the  materials  being 
from  every  State  in  the  Uniun,  there  is  a  total  want 
of  caste,  a  complete  absence  of  ietlis/inen  {if  I  may 
use  the  word.)  If  there  be  any  characteristic  that 
might  jar  upon  your  taste  and  habits,  it  is,  per- 
haps, a  want  of  that  harmonious  blending  of  hgbt 
and  shade,  that  repose  both  of  character  and  man- 
ner, which,  distinguishing  the  best  circles  in  anr 
Atlantic  cities,  so  often  sinks  into  insipidity,  o 
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runs  into  a  ridiculous  imitation  of  the  impertinent 
nonchalance  which  the  pseudo  pictures  of  Englitli 
"  high  life"  in  the  iiovek  of  the  day  impow  open 
our  simple  republicans  us  the  bright  of  ele^aiitt 
and  rettnement.  There  is  a  common  phrase  in  tbc 
new  settlements  of  the  West — "  We  all  come  froni 
some  place  or  another," — which  you  may  inugiot 
to  be  particularly  applicable  to  a  place  that  only 
dates  from  the  year  of  our  Lord  1808 ;  and  it  ii 
therefore  Id  the  highest  degree  absurd  to  speak  of 
the  Ciiicinoatians  as  a  provincial  people  in  tbcfr 
maooers,  when  the  most  agreeable  persons  lliit 
figure  here  hail  originally  from  New-York  or 
Philadelphia,  Boston  and  Baltimore, 
tenacious  of  the  style  of  living  in  which  they 
lieen  educated, 

I  need  hardly  add,  that  the  picture  of  Kfe 
manners  here  by  an  exceediugly  clever  Ki 
caricaturist  has  about  as  much  vrai-nrmhlaiitei 
the  beaux  and  belles  of  Kamschatka  had  nt  W 
the  port  rait  (i. 

I  have  been  here  now  nearly  ten  dajt,  mi 
scarcely  an  hour  has  passed  without  tome  gay  Hiil 
agreeable  engagcmcnt- 

A  literary  soir^-e  and  a  sport ing-^litb  diimrr 
would,  perhaps,  be  two  of  the  mu«t  eharactcristtc 
eiroles  inlu  which  I  could  carry  you,  but  d«crtp- 
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would  do  nothing  without  the  music  that 
gRve  variety  to  the  spirit  of  the  one,  or  the  deli- 
cious birds  that  lent  a  relish  to  the  jokes  of  the 
otber.  As  you  may  imagine,  I  was  much  more  at 
home  among  the  sportsmen  than  the  liftiraltiirs ; 
with  the  Utter,  iu  fact,  I  opened  my  lips  but  once 
in  a  learned  discussion,  and  was  so  frightened  at 
ihe  sound  of  my  own  voice,  that  I  took  the  earliest 
ap)K>rtunity  to  escape  from  the  premises.  I  have 
itev«r  affected  tiiguet  of  any  kind, — literary,  fa- 
abiooablei  or  political.  Society  is  a  salad,  which 
to  relish  must  be  mixed  from  a  variety  of  ingre- 
<iieiits. 

The  principal  buildings  of  Cincinnati,  besides 
more  than  twenty  churches,  some  of  which  are 
vcr^  pretty,  and  several  fine  hotels,  one  of  which, 
the  Pearl-slreet  House,  would  rival  ihe  best  in 
New  York,  are  the  Cincinnaii  College,  a  couple  of 
Theatres,  four  Market- ho  uses,  one  of  which  is  five 
hundred  feet  in  length,  a  Court-hout;e,  United 
States'  Branch  Bank,  Medical  College,  Mechanics' 
Institute,  the  Catholic  AUienieum,  the  Hospital, 
and  High-school,  and  two  Museums-  Thecullcc- 
lion  of  one  of  these  museums  is  exceedingly  intB- 
resiing,  from  embracing  a  number  of  enormous 
organic  remains  among  its  curiosities,  with  antique 
raan  and  various  singular  domestic  utenfiils,  exca- 
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vtited  from  some  of  tlie  ancient  mouods  in  Obia 
In  the  upper  atory  of  the  same  building  then  u 
another  exhibition,  which,  from  the  acoouats  I 
have  had  of  it,  I  should  hardly  expect  to  brpe- 
troiiised  in  so  cahghCencd  «  commuiiity:  it  i* 
nothing  less  than  a  aiglitly  representatioD  of  ibt 
final  place  of  torment  in  the  other  world,  with  «ll 
the  agreeable  nccomjuiniinents  that  the  inugiH- 
tiong  of  the  vulgar  delight  in  conceiving  u  t» 


A  very  respectable  man,  whom  I  chanoed  to 
meet  wilh  long  before  reaching  here,  mentioacid 
to  me  the  existence  of  this  piece  of  i  hiiil  itiiliil, 
and  dwell  upon  it  with  great  unction,  from  iht 
**good  moral  effect  it  would  produce  I"  Ntnr, 
is  it  not  surprising  that  the  very  persona  win 
condemn  theatrical  representations  are  thoK  of 
all  others  to  countoniince  such  gross  And  ioipiim 
humbug  ?  The  success  of  such  disgraceful  iau»* 
mery  is,  perhaps,  the  strongest  argument  UM 
could  be  adduced  in  favour  of  a  wcll-re|fulalal 
Ktage.  A  passion  for  dwelling  on  the  minwr 
world,  presented  by  the  drama,  seems  almocl 
inherent  in  our  nature;  like  all  other  stnof 
predispositions,  it  is  probably  given  for  Bumr  toe- 
fijl  purpose ;  and  its  perversion  alone  cma  be  iojo- 
.     Indeed,  there  is  no  public  divention  ibtt 
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could  be  devised  more  openly  and  immediately 
answerable  to  public  opinion  than  the  stag^,  or 
that  can  be  more  effectually  restrained  and  r^u- 
Uted  by  the  presence  of  the  judicious;  but  if  th« 
moral  and  discriminating  choose  to  think  it  be- 
aetith  ibera  to  watch  over  and  guard  it,  the  trifling 
and  the  vicious  will  assume  its  management.  You 
may  talk,  indeed,  of  putting  it  down  entirely; 
but,  alafi  for  him  who  would  put  a  padlock  on  « 
safety  valve,  or  dam  the  current  of  folly  without 
leavini;  a  sluice-way ! — the  steam  that  sings  so 
quiet  a  tune  by  his  parlour-fire  may  yet,  when  too 
(Jowly  pont,  blow  him  to  atoms ;  and  the  torrent 
to  which  he  would  deny  an  open  outlet  will  ooze 
through  a  hundred  hidden  crevices,  and  sap  the 
fabnc  he  has  built  to  restrain  it. 

The  most  remarkable,  hoirever,  of  all  the  estab- 
licbinentii  of  Cincinnati,  are  those  immense  slaugh- 
ler4iouaes,  where  the  business  of  butchering  and 
packing  pork  is  carried  on.  The  number  of  hogs 
mDuaUy  slaughtered  is  said  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand ;  and  the  capital  em- 
pkiyed  in  the  business  is  estimated  at  two  millions 
of  dollars.  Some  of  the  establishments  cover 
several  acres  of  ground  ;  and  one  of  the  packing- 
bouseS)  built  of  brick,  and  three  stories  high,  ts 
more  than  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  proportion- 
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ably  wide.     The  minute  division  of  labour  and 
the  fearful  celerity  of  execution  in  these  swinish 
workshops  would  equally  delight  a  pasha  and  t 
political  economist ;  for  it  is  the  mode  in  whidi 
the  business  is  conducted,  rather  than  its  extent, 
which  gives  dignity  to  hog-killing  in  Cinctnofti, 
and  imparts  a  tragic  interest  to  the  last  momento 
of  the  doomed  porkers,  that  might  inspire  die 
savage  genius  of  a  Maturin  or  a  Monk  hem 
Imagine  a  long  narrow  edifice,  divided  into  vartoos 
compartments,  each  communicating  with  the  other, 
and  each  furnished  with  some  peculiar  and  appro- 
priate engine  of  destruction.     In  one  you  see  • 
gory  block  and  gleaming  axe ;  a  seething  caldron 
nearly  fills  another.     The  walls  of  a  third  brisde 
with    hooks    newly   sharpened   for   impalement; 
while  a  fourth  is  shrouded  in  darkness,  that  leaves 
you  to  conjure  up  images  still  more  dire.     There 
are  forty  ministers  of  fate  distributed  throughout 
these  gloomy   abodes,   each  with   his   particular 
office  assigned  him.     And  here,  when  the  fearful 
carnival  comes  on,  and  the  deep  forests  of  Ohio 
have  contributed  their  thousands  of  unoffemiiiig 
victims,^  the  gauntlet  of  death   is  run    by  those 
selected  for  immolation.     The  scene  commences  io 
the  sliadowy  cell,  whose  gloom  we  have  not  yet 
been  allowed  to  penetrate.    Fifty  unhappy  porkers 
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e  incarcerated  at  once  together,  with  bodies 
edged  so  ckisely  that  they  are  incapacitated  from 
■11  movement.  And  now  the  grim  executioner — 
like  bim  that  battled  with  tlie  monster  that  wooed 
Andromeda — leaps  with  his  iron  mace  upon  their 
backs,  and  rains  his  ruthless  blows  around  him. 
The  unrebisting  victims  fall  on  every  side;  but 
scarcely  docs  one  touch  the  ground,  before  he  is 
seiiUKl  by  a  greedy  hook  protruded  through  an 
orifice  below.  His  throat  Js  severed  instantly  in 
the  adjacent  cell,  and  [be  quivering  body  is  hurried 
onward,  as  if  the  hands  of  the  Furies  tossed  it 
through  the  frightful  suite  of  chambers.  The 
mallet, — the  knife, —  the  axe, — the  boiling  caldron, 
—the  remorseless  scraping-iron, — have  each  done 
(h«ir  work ;  and  the  fated  porker,  that  was  but 
one  minute  before  grunting  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  bri'tling  hoghood,  now  cadaverous  and  "  chap- 
fallen,"  hangs  a  stark  and  naked  effigy  among  his 
lipnuilated  brethren.* 


^^'  The  Cineinnali  correspondetil  -of  a  Baltimore  paper  men- 
tions in  B  leller  which  appMred  while  this  sheet  was  going 
thfotigli  ibo  press,  (hat  "  The  whole  oumbct  or  hogs  killed 
U*l  j«ar,  in  the  city  and  viciDity,  is  ascertained  to  be  a  little 
ri»ing  one  hundred  and  tirtaty-thrcc  tliouiand.  Deer  Creek  is 
■  itnuii  ninning  into  llie  Ohio  Rtver  on  the  eastern  inlntrb 
tt  the  city.  About  half  k  mile  up  this  stream  the  ilaoghlet' 
Mises  of  Mr.  Colemio  are  situated;  and  duriug  iJit:  whole 


184  HOG-KILUNO. 

There  is  more  of  eastern  than  of  western  genius 
-*of  the  Yankee  rather  than  the  Kentuckiao— io 
this  systematic  establishment,  where  the  coarsest^ 
employment  is  thus  reduced  to  mathematical  pie- 
cision.  Indeed,  the  mechanical  r^ularityy  the  neat- 
ness, and  the  enterprise  of  New  England  charac- 
terize the  people  of  Ohio  generally,  and  constitute 
a  marked  difference  between  them  and  their  nagh- 
bours  over  the  river.  The  Kentuckians  are  chiefly 

'  hog-season/  this  stream ,  from  the  houses  to  the  riTer,  is  nn- 
ning  blood,  and  generally  goes  by  the  name  of  the  *  Bloody- 
River.' 

**  From  the  slaughter-houses,  the  hogs  are  conveyed  in  Uige 
waggons,  that  hold  from  twenty-five  to  forty,  to  the  Tanooi 
packing-houses,  where  they  can  pack,  and  have  ready  for 
shipment,  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  pork  in  ame  dmf.  It 
is,  indeed,  astonishing,  the  rapidity  with  which  they  pat  a  bog 
out  of  sight,  when  once  they  get  fair  hold  of  him.  As  at  the 
slaughter-houses,  a  perfect  system  is  kept  up  ;  every  man  has 
his  allotted  duty  to  perform,  and  there  is  consequently  no  in- 
terference with  each  other ;  everything  goes  oo  like  '  clock- 
work.' When  the  hogs  are  received,  they  are  first  weighed  by 
the  weigher,  then  passed  to  the  *  blocking-meD,'  who  place 
them  on  the  several  blocks  (two  are  generally  used),  when  thej 
are  received  by  Uie  ^cnttersj*  and  are  veiy  quickly  desp^tcfaed,^ 
the  various  qualities  separated  and  thrown  into  their  respccdtv 
places.  One  man  weighs  for  the  barrels  (two  hundred  poundsX 
and  throws  the  meat  into  a  '  salt-box,*  from  which  the  '  packer* 
receives  it ;  and  when  the  barrel  is  packed,  it  is  handed  orer 
to  the  *  cooper/  who  heads  it.  It  is  then  bored,  filled  with 
strong  brine,  plugged,  braoded^  and  leady  for  shipnenL** 
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dffsoenclecl  from  military  men  and  hunters,  who 
settled  the  broad  and  fertile  tracts  now  so  popu- 
Jou«,  during  and  shortly  subsequent  to  the  Revo- 
lution ;  and  wheresoever  they  wander  in  the  far 
«e«t,  they  are  still  distinguished  by  the  traits  that 
would  naturally  spring  from  such  an  origin.  There 
is  an  off-handLtlness — if  I  may  use  the  term — a 
fearless  ardour,  a  frankness  and  self-possession 
sbout  them  that  engages  your  good-will  at  once; 
while  you  are  both  interested  and  amused  at  the 
exaggerated  tone  of  sentiment,  half- romantic,  balf- 
vain -glorious,  which  their  ideas  and  expressions 
betray.  Judging,  however,  from  the  occasional 
specimens  1  have  seen,  I  should  think  that  though 
individual  I  y  the  most  characteristic  and  interesting 
people  in  the  Union,  they  are  by  no  means  such 
useful  members  of  society  as  the  New  Englanders. 
Indeed,  it  has  more  than  once  occurred  to  met 
wlien  I  have  seen  two  of  these  ultra  specimens 
of  the  eastern  and  the  western  man  settled  down 
on  the  same  prairie  beside  each  otJier,  that  though 
entirely  diOerent,  there  could  be  no  better  repre- 
Knlalives  of  genuine  American  character  among 
the  foreign  emigrants  whose  cabins  clustered 
around  them.  They  are  both  sprung  from  a  stock 
io«Qcien(,  and  so  slightly  adulterated  by  European 
lixture  since  the  pilgrims  first  landed  at  PI 
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mouth  and  the  followers  of  Raleigh  touched  the 
shores  of  Virginia,  that  they  represent  the  only 
homogeneous  population  on  the  continent.  The 
southern  parts  of  Ohio  and  Illinois  are  settled  in 
a  great  measure  by  Kentuckians;  but  before  I 
write  to  you  again  I  shall  have  some  opportunity 
of  studying  them  in  their  own  country. 
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Lexington,  Kentucky,  April  7th,  1 834. 

"  No,  stranger,  there  ""s  no  place  on  the  uni- 
versal 'arth  like  old  Kaintuck:  she  whips  all 
^  Out-west^  in  prettiness ;  and  you  might  bile  down 
cr'*ation  and  not  get  such  another  state  out  of  it.'** 

Thus  eloquently  discoursed  the  boatman  who 
ferried  me  over  the  Ohio  a  day  or  two  since ;  and 
I  confess  that  the  fellow^s  panegyric  upon  his 
native  state  made  me  congratulate  myself  upon 
having  extended  my  tour  in  this  direction,  and  on 
the  means  I  had  adopted  for  meeting  more  often 
with  originals  like  himself.  Travelling  on  horse- 
back is  the  best  mode  of  seeing  both  the  scenery 
and  the  people  of  the  western  country ;  and  having 
bought  a  good  hackney  at  Cincinnati,  I  promise 
myself  much  pleasure  from  this  part  of  my  western 
tour.  My  route  will  lead  south-eastwardly  through 
Kentucky  as  far  as  the  mountainous  parts  of  Ten- 
nessee, from  which  state  I  shall  enter  Virginia  on 
its  south-west  comer,  and  finally  take  my  way 
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to  the  north  aloog  the  eoslem  base  of  the  AUe- 
ghanieii. 

It  was  «  beautiful  ilav,  that  oa  whidi  I  left  Cat- 
cinnati ;  ftod  when,  after  crossing  the  CHiio  st  mbo. 
I  found  myself  upon  the  Kentuck<^  bank  of  tbr 
river,  and  checked  luy  horse  to  look  back  for  ■ 
moment  upon  the  noble  town  and  the  fair  stran 
that  bathed  its  walla,  1  could  not  but  admit  thai  the 
amphitheatre  of  green  hilU  oppo&ite  to  ne  dkl 
really  shut  in  "  The  Pride  of  tlie  West,"  if  dM  At 
atast  beautiful  city  in  the  Union.  But  1  coAftsiI 
was  not  sorry  to  escape  from  its  elegant  uid  fin- 
fuse  hospitalities,  and  to  find  myself  once  omrob 
horseback  and  alone^  free  to  rove  wberevw  ten 
or  caprice  should  lead  me.  The  "  voice  of  sptiM^ 
had  long  been  abroad  in  the  land,  and  tbe  pcrfuBC 
of  blossoms  and  flowers  that  met  my  sensA  ■>  1 
rode  by  the  scattered  gardens  in  iho  tittlr  tovi  ft 
Covington,  se«med  to  rebuke  the  lastv  whidi  M 
ke])t  me  so  long  within  a  ciij^s  wall^  Vnn  • 
green  knoll  on  the  edge  of  the  village  1  took  WJ 
last  look  of  the  beautiful  Ohio,  and  thca  pau«ft 
vainly  a  moment  to  catch  the  words  of  •  t^mf 
which  a  young  girl  was  irarhliug  tu  ber  ptaoo  it 
a  pretty  cottage  near,  1  struck  down  tbe  tide  a/ • 
grassy  slope,  and  crossing  a  brook,  aooa  faow 
myself  riding  through  a  tall  wood  oo  the  U^ 
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road  to  Lexington.  Theev^ning  soon  after  closing 
in,  left  me  but  little  opportunity  of  observing  the 
country,  which  appeared  to  be  generally  heavUy 
wooded,  and  broken  up  into  undulations  so  short 
and  frequent  as  to  make  the  oltice  of  ploughing 
the  hill-sidea  no  sinecure.  The  aspect  of  a  broken 
country  was  so  agreeable  to  nie,  however,  after 
being  >o  long  upon  the  prairies,  that  I  was  not 
sorry  to  find  but  little  alteration  in  the  scenery, 
wb«n  I  arose  and  advanced  upon  my  journey  the 
next  morning.  But  for  the  present  I  was  no  longer 
■oUt&ry.  I  had  not  got  a  hundred  yards  from  the 
bouse  where  I  passed  the  night,  before  I  heard  a 
voice  from  an  enclosure  near  the  road  calling  out, 
"  H^loo  !  stranger ;  I  reckon  you  and  I  are  cutting 
out  for  the  same  place;  so  hold  on  a  bit,  and  you 
ahall  have  some  company."  Bui  before  this  con- 
siderate traveller  could  gain  the  road,  I  was  over- 
taken  by  a  young  man  of  genteel  appearance,  who 
at  once  drew  up  by  my  side  and  entered  into  easy 
conversation,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  coun- 
try. After  riding  a  mile  or  two  together,  he  asked 
tne  if  I  would  eat  an  apple,  and,  uimn  expressing 
assent,  instead  of  drawing  tbe  fruit  from  his  pocket, 
or  saddle-bags,  as  1  expected,  I  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  him  stop  in  front  of  a  respectable- 
I  looking  house,  and  hallou  till  lialf  a  dozen  negroes 
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ii>a(]e  their  appearance  from  the  (og-cabuw  sraoDd 
the  <]oor.  "Aunty,"  cried  my  compaiiion,  to  an 
active-looking  wench  who  advanced  belbre  lh» 
rest,  "  has  your  mBster  got  any  apples  in  iW 
house?" — "Only  a  few  barrels  left,  young  maner.' 
— "Well,  then,  bring  us  a  dozen."  A  Urgvbtslwt, 
containing  as  many  of  the  fineM  pippins  u  wt 
cx)ul(I  stow  about  our  persons,  was,  a  moment  rfler. 
brought  to  the  road-aide  and  held  np  to  us,  as  mt 
sat  OD  horseback  ;  and,  after  dividing  the  coaienli 
between  us,  I  was  very  naturally  about  to  pay  fcr 
them,  but  the  young  gentleman  told  me  (hat  I 
should  only  insult  a  decent  farmer's  family  (oat> 
soul  of  whom  was  known  to  him)  by  paying  far 
what  "  no  Kentuckian  would  be  brute  eoou^^k 
refuse  a  stranger,"  -* 

My  companion  soon  after  [utrted  from  me,  wd 
entering  a  deep  wood,  I  was  so  much  engaged  id 
listening  to  the  mellow  whistle  of  the  red4>ird,  ami 
marking  the  shrubs  and  flowers  that  were  pattb); 
forth  their  virgin  blo§soms  around  me,  that  1  ia- 
sensibly  deviated  from  the  tumpikv  (so  callfil),  aid 
took  a  road  which,  aJter  an  hour's  riding  throMgti 
a  romantic  forest,  brought  me  up  at  laal  by  a  adL 
where  I  learned  how  many  mile*  i  had  vandcraf 
from  the  way.  The  beautifully  secludrd  dd 
through  which  my  path  now  led  in  reoovcnng  thr 
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main  road,  left  me  nothing  to  regret  in  having  thus 
added  to  my  journey.  It  was  watered  by  a  deep 
brook,  along  whose  steep  banks  the  red-bud  and 
the  wild  plum  put  forth  their  delicate  blossoms  in 
ricb  profusion,  and  the  various  singing-birds,  which 
the  glare  of  noon  had  driven  from  the  road-side 
and  open  fields  far  into  the  forest,  kept  here  the 
woods  alive  with  music 

My  path,  at  first  but  little  more  than  a  wood- 
man's trail,  widened  at  last  into  something  like  a 
waggon-road  ;  and  I  came  finally  to  a  number  of 
log-cabins,  scattered  along  the  road  at  some  dis- 
tance from  each  other.  Near  one  of  them,  1  was 
not  a  little  struck  at  seeing  an  old  grey-headed 
negro  ploughing  the  few  acres  which  surrounded 
the  miserable  shantee,  while  a  stout,  hale-looking 
fellow*  of  forty  was  lounging  indolently  in  his  rude 
and  dirty  doorway.  It  was  the  first  object  I  had 
•een  to  remind  me  unpleasantly  that  I  was  now  in 
a  slave  State. 

A  pretty  cottage,  with  some  shrubbery  around 
it,  stood  near  the  spot  where  I  regained  the  high- 
way towards  sunset;  and  near  at  hand  was  a 
amall  grave-yard,  protected  from  the  road  by  a 
slight  fence,  with  a  rank  growth  of  weeds  along 
its  border.  Pausing  a  moment  to  observe  the 
various  rude  memorials  to  the  dead,  that  reared 


ghl,  my  i^^l 


1M  YOOTHFin.   HOrsNER. 

ihcir  gnr  bewts  in  the  y«Uoir  sunltghl, 
lion  wa&  fised  by  •  young  fair-baired  girl  of  ttt- 
teen,  knei^ling  by  the  lide  of  a  new-nude  ^*r, 
aokd  bending  ber  bead  towarda  the  recent  sod,  ap- 
parentlj  in  ao  atlitacle  of  prayer.  Upon  looki)^ 
more  oarrovly,  bovever,  I  discovered  that  the 
was  only  engaged  id  ptantiDg  flowers  around  > 
spot  whicb  was  probably  bollowcd  in  her  afle^ 
ikMU.  Her  bonnet  was  thrown  back  upon  ber 
shoulders:  and  there  was  nothing  to  ^reen  her 
features  from  Ttew  excvpt  the  long  hair  wbMi 
waved  in  kicks  of  gold  on  dther  side  i>f  ber  pen- 
sire  countenance,  which — so  intently  was  she  bnl 
upon  her  graceful  la&k  —  was  only  completely  ex- 
posed wben  ahe  raised  her  head,  as  if  iiartled  liy 
the  sound  of  my  borse*s  hoofs,  as  ]  moved  fms 
the  spot- 

The  ereniag  had  completely  settled  in  upon  ibr 
lower  grotiDtls  as  1  looked  from  an  raiineaer 
doim  into  the  little  raller  whence  rose  the  wbilt 
<itimneys  of  th«  house  where  I  wa*  to  pus  ih 
night.  It  stood  in  stnigB>ling  and  brakes  fam, 
oa«  ston'  in  height,  on  the  margin  of  a  D«dT 
brook,  which  rattled  along  the  base  irf  the  bS; 
(he  various  buildings  comprehended  in  the  bud- 
»ioa  making  quite  ao  imposing  appearance  aa  the; 
extended  their  low  and  irregular  front  Blai^tlK 
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roacUiide.  There  was  a  fence  of  rough  slabs, 
whitewashed,  about  ten  feet  in  front  of  the  porch, 
with  a  number  of  logs  of  different  lengths  placed 
UfHi^t  near  it,  to  answer  the  double  purpose 
of  a  horse-block  to  mount  from  and  a  stile  to 
cross  the  fence  with.  A  limping  grey-headed 
negro  received  my  horse  at  the  door,  while  the 
laodlord  took  my  saddle-bags,  and  ushered  me  into 
a  wainscoted  and  whitewashed  chamber,  where  an- 

* 

other  traveller,  who  had  arrived  but  a  few  minutes 
before  me,  was  comforting  himself  with  the  con- 
tents of  a  pitcher  of  cider,  which  stood  at  his 
elbow.  ^^  Come,  sir,  come,*"^  he  exclaimed  upon 
my  entrance ;  *^  come,  sir,  take  a  drink  ;  this 
cider  goes  very  well  after  an  evening  ride.'"  — 
^*  Help  yourself,  stranger,^  added  the  landlord, 
**  while  I  tote  your  plundes*  into  the  other 
room.'**  Then,  while  I  joined  the  cider-drinker 
in  his  thin  potations,  the  landlord  soon  returned, 
and  finding  that  my  immediate  destination  was 
Lexington,  he  told  me,  with  an  air  of  great 
satisfaction,  that   *^  I  should  have   company   all 

•  This  use  of  the  term  ''  plunder^'  sounds  whimsical  to  a 
oorthern  ear,  but  the  derivation  of  the  word  (from  the  Flemish 
piunderen,  signifying  property,)  implies  the  meaning  that  it 
has  upon  the  western  waters;  and  a  similar  phraseology  is 
fiuniliar  to  us  from  the  Canadian  *'  Imiin," 


tv. 


yxr  znaL  zsah  gentleman  vas  going  od 
It  out  mirinxic  ^  Tie  ocher.  a  plain  fanner,  with 
vtuBi  I  iiML  -mw  excLmged  some  commonplioei 
■OKur  «EinurjK.  whicfi  oeaiiv  exhausted  my 
j£  nmrasicinx  cit  riat  subject,  rejoined  with 
It  ^TK  T^sy  glad  I  was  going  his 
*,  -  i-  jili:w*i  tie  gentleman  to  be  right 
rumoaoy.  mil  *3e  iii  not  mistrust  but  whit 

o(  dawm   were  hardlT 
«    vhen    our   horses  were 
jttm^c  oj  :3tt  jxvr  ruf  rex:  csoniing ;  and  mount- 
oac  J*"  -at  li^ic  ,t  ±e  jccz^  moon,  which  showed 
tw  1  m^n;  rfesi  31  ri*£  bi^  vestuiv  of  heaven,  we 
■wvf i    n  A  "irisi  r":c  fxta  the  door  of  the  ho*- 
r*!*;  rviiirac  sensied  to  be  losing  its  som- 
ja^  »«!  ^isnuAi  lie  :jp  of  the  opposite  hill; 
uAi  \ata  :niQirrng  a  w^xxi  cf  ancient  beeches*  the 
^•iirTJ  .*s'  ::Je  4?^?  >S  -lirrvj-l.  and  the  grating  call  of 
:!fc    nai-iM-.-wo,  cr  c-ai-btrvi.   impatient    to  com- 
Mktjo:    u:s  ncniiz^  A.iig.  riTalling  in  sweetnesf 
itv    nie^c  sufio:  cc  :iie  vvwds^  foretold  the  ip- 
.•o.ii*.?!    ,f    lai     ,iac»    i::ct;ed,    the    sun    was  al- 
>:^ii;^    iP*  Ani  rie  wid  Nse  humming  areund  the 
.»K'>«wiit>  ,f  1  TTa-esc^:  tulip-tree,  as  we  emergnl 
f>-»\h     Tic    xrrr!<    Sfneaih   its   gnarled    branches 
nil.    ,'\>;tniiM   jcrctis   the  road,  and   framed  in 
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a  miDiature  view  of  cultivated  country  below 
us,  whose  aspect  beneath  the  uprising  sun  was 
perfectly  delicious.  "  Save  your  praises,  stranger, 
until  you  get  twenty  miles  nearer  to  Lexington," 
cried  my  companion,  as  I  gave  loose  to  my  admi- 
ration and  delight  in  no  measured  terms.  The 
scenery  of  this  part  of  Kentucky  reminded  me 
much  of  that  in  the  eastern  section  of  Putnam 
county,  in  the  state  of  New- York.  There  were 
the  same  abnipt  hills,  cultivated  apparently  to  the 
utmost,  wherever  their  inclination  was  not  too 
great  for  the  plough,  and  having  all  their  steep 
places  covered  with  a  vigorous  growth  of  forest 
tree*,  while  at  every  interval  between  their  bases 
some  saucy  brook  would  make  its  presence 
known  as  it  capered  along  over  the  stones  that 
paved  its  path  to  some  more  majestic  and  tran- 
quil stream. 

It  was  high  noon  when  I  approached  the  envi- 
rons of  Georgetown,  and  looked  down  from  an 
eminence  on  the  banks  of  the  Elkhorn  — a.  pretty 
winding  stream  about  fifty  yards  wide  —  upon  its 
beautiful  race-course.  It  wa^  a  large  meadow 
of  the  finest  and  firmest  turf,  studded  here  and 
there  with  noble  elms  and  sycamores,  the  original 
growth  of  the  forest,  and  having  two  sides  bound- 
ed by  the  river,  while  thickly  enclosed  grounds. 
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Kftttered  copses,  or  euoay  dopes,  waving  « 
whmt,  gave  repose  u>  the  eve  upon  the  remaiitini; 
Ivok  The  town  tt&elf  looked  very  flourishing,  ami 
■ppeuvd  (o  be  well  built,  chiefly  of  bridt ;  bat 
wiBhiog  to  reach  Lesington  early  in  (hi*  rwttmg, 
1  rode  directly  through  it. 

The  couDtry  now  became  mucJi  more  lend,  nd 
the  mil  richer  than  any  1  bad  seen  since  croanf 
tbe  Ohio.  The  enclosures,  loo,  were  sU  in  betlrr 
ofder;  and  I  now,  for  the  first  time,  saw  ■onec' 
those  beautiful  wtxxled  pastures  which,  as  6kt 
are  tbe  pride  of  Kentucky,  are  peculiar,  1  hdam, 
to  this  state.  An  occasional  villa,  imbosomrd  is 
trees  ood  shrubbery,  was  soon  after  obwrnhlt: 
Tbe  distance  nt  which  they  stood  Frooi  the  nti 
iadicated  the  taste  of  their  proprielora  in  osen- 
■entiol  point,  while  it  [dt  one  to  gueas  how  it  had 
displayed  itself  in  others.  The  frequency  of  ttaa* 
tasi^ul  residences  continued  increasing,  aoti)  At 
coUectioo  at  last  assumed  the  appearance  of  a  *il- 
lage;  and  finally,  afier  travelling  a  few  hondttd 
yards  on  a  Macadamized  road,  I  found  mys'lf 
riding  over  paved  strecb  through  tbe  iMiuliftil 
town  of  Lexington  ;  for  the  various  gardens  aw! 
shrubbery  around  tbe  doora  of  the  housea  Uai 
you  so  insensibly  into  the  business  parts  at  Ik* 
town,  that  you  are  in  the  heart  of  the  place  ImJm 
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becoming  aware  that  you  have  passed  the  suburbs. 
The  town,  which  is  regularly  laid  out  upon  a  level 
plat  of  ground,  is  well  built  of  biick  and  wood, 
and  has  the  sidewalks  of  its  broad  streets  almost 
invariably  lined  with  ornamental  trees ;  eo  that, 
with  the  numerous  vacant  lots  cultivated  as  gar- 
dens, and  in  which,  even  thus  early,  the  song  of 
the  mocking-bird  may  be  beard,  Lexington  ap- 
:hes  nearer  to  the  rus  in  urbe  than  any  town 

ita  size  that  I  have  seen.* 

Soon  after  entering  the  place,  my  feliow-tra- 
veller  drew  up  his  horse  by  my  side,  and  observing, 
'*  We  must  part  here,  perhaps  never  to  meet  again, 
stranger,"  he,  for  the  first  time,  inquired  my  ad- 
dress, with  HOfue  interest,  and  took  a  very  kind 
iarewell  of  me.  He  was  a  plain  and  unpretending 
man,  in  very  moderate  circumstances,  and  spoke 
upon  few  other  subjects  besides  religion,  slavery, 
and  the  slate  of  agriculture  in  Kentucky ;  but  the 
attention  with  which  I  listened  to  the  exposition  of 
hit  views,  while  studying  him  as  a  fair  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  most  inifwrtant  classes  in  the 
oummunity,  seemed  sufficiently  to  have  won  his 
good  opinion  ;  and  I  mu&t  say,  that  if  the  yeo- 
manry of  Kentucky  are  generally  gifted  with  the 
came  conscientiousness  and  moderation,  with  equal 
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I  desue  for  improvement,  the;  will 
e  to  adTmtage  with  Ibe  cultirators  of  Uw 
nS  to  nil  put  of  the  Ufuon.  Nor  have  i  as  yet, 
sace  cwwiiig  the  Ohio,  met  with  anj  of  ihotc 
"  half-hone  and  h^-aUigstot~  characters,  which, 
■ounshii^  for  a  few  years  on  the  baoks  of  tht 
MlMMppt,  have  now  for  the  roost  part  withdravn 
ihomelTca  ber^md  the  frootien,  or  live  chiefly  tp 
the  imaginatiaa  of  those  who  confound  the  wild 
faaatmen  of  the  wutem  waters  with  ttie  tat  diln- 
eat  people  who  dwell  upoo  th^  borders. 

I  am  DOW  established  for  a  few  days  at  Posdc- 
thwaiie's  Hotel,  ia  the  ceotre  of  the  city  of  Lcs- 
iogtoD,  and  will  gi*e  you  to  my  next  tho  result  of 
various  excurtioBs  which  1  medilatv  in  tbc  ncigli- 
bouri>ood. 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

Frankfort,  Kentucky,  April  9tb,'1834. 
I  WAS  dining  yesterday  with  some  kind  friends 
in  Lexington  (recent  as  is  our  acquaintance,  their 
warm-hearted  courtesies  render  it  impossible  for 
me  to  speak  of  them  less  familiarly),  when  it  was 
pronounced  impossible  for  me  to  leave  this  part 
of  Kentucky  without  a  peep  at  the  capital,  which 
was  but  a  day''s  ride  off.  Accordingly,  as  Mr.  , 
whose  name  is  familiar  to  you  as  distinguished  in 
Congress  and  at  the  bar,  was  going  in  the  morn- 
ing to  attend  one  of  the  upper  courts,  now  in  ses- 
sion at  this  place,  he  was  at  once  hunted  up,  an 
introduction  procured  me,  and,  after  an  early 
breakfast,  we  started  on  horseback  together.  Our 
road  lay  chiefly  through  a  level  fertile  country,  in 
a  very  good  state  of  cultivation ;  and  my  compa- 
nion, who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  planters 
and  agriculturists  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
took  great  pleasure  in  pointing  out  to  me  the  most 
flourishing  farms,  and  the  peculiar  growth  of  dif- 
ferent soils,  as  we  rode  along;  recalling  at  the 
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same  time,  most  agreeably  —  as  the  railroad,  mw 
conatructing  between  Lexington  and  Frankfort, 
occatiionally  intersected  our  route, — his  early  re- 
collections of  this  region  before  such  a  convcoieDcr 
was  dreamed  of.  The  secluded  appoamnce  of^ 
farm-houses,  standing  aloof  from  the  road,  wttb 
meadotrS)  fields,  and  grovea  intervening,  strncl 
me  very  pleasingly ;  and  about  noon,  passio^  tht 
gate  of  an  extensive  planter,  who  was  personaOt 

known  to  Mr. ,  he,  much  to  my  gratiBcation, 

proposed  a  call  upon  his  fnend.  Leaving  the 
road,  we  entered  at  once  upon  a  large  and  beau, 
tiful  park  or  chase,*  It  was  enclosed  by  a  ooiti- 
mon  worm-fence,  but  alTorded  some  charming 
vistas  among  its  noble  clumps  of  trees,  where  » 
large  herd  of  deer  were  browsing  unmoteatnl. 
This  was  the  grazing  portion  of  the  farm,  am) 
the  hardy  b/ue  grass,  even  thus  early,  afforded 
a  rich  sward  beneath  the  boughs  that  were  ju*l 
putting  forth  their  young  leaves.  Passing  com- 
pletely through  this  wooded  pasture,  we  entered 
a  square  enclosure  of  some  eight  or  ten  ftcrts  11/ 
garden,  lawn,  and  orchard  combined,  but  mil 
doing  much  credit  to  the  characlen'slics  of  either, 
having  a  rectangular  hrick-house  placed  formaJIf 
in  the  midst,  with  several  ne^roJiovcIs  ■boM* 
"  Called  "  B  catlle- range,"  if  I  misule  Dot,  in 
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from    the    door.     I    had    been    su 


charmed  with  my  ride  through  the  cattle-range, 
that  my  expectations  were  v«ry  much  raised,  and 
1  was  not  a  little  disappointed  at  the  aspect  vf 
things  here,  I  could  not  help,  while  we  waited 
for  the  servants  U>  take  our  horses,  indulging  my 
ioiagination  in  throwing  down  the  nearest  fences, 
and  allowing  the  mansion  to  stand,  as  it  ought, 
on  the  open  verge,  if  not  in  the  bosom  of  the 
park)  from  which  it  was  thus  tastelessly  shut  out. 
In  the  mean  time  half-a-dozen  black  people, 
youDg  and  old,  made  their  appearance ;  our  horses 
were  disposed  of,  and  two  tall  and  well-made  Keii- 
Ju^luans,  either  of  whom  bad  counted,  perhaps, 
or  si x-and -twenty  summers,  saluted  us  at  the 
r.  My  companion  was  received  with  a  great 
deal  of  cordiality ;  and  I  was  made  at  once  at 
borne.  We  dined  with  tlie  young  gentlemen, 
who,  in  the  absence  of  the  older  members  of  the 
family,  were  keeping  bachelor's  hall  together ;  and 
half  a-dozen  plans  were  at  once  projected  by  thero 
for  making  my  time  pass  agreeably  for  a  month  to 
cume-     Nor  would  they  hearken  to  the  idea  of  my 

proceeding    on   with  Mr. immediately  after 

dinner.  Most  unwillingly,  however,  I  was  obliged 

to  iaa»i  upon  going.     Our  horses  were  saddled, 

■vfaile  theirs,  too,  were  brought  to  the  door;  and 
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descending)  under  the  escort  of  our  entertaincn. 
a  slight  knoll,  back  of  the  house,  where  a  livcljr 
brook  came  singing  from  ft  rocky  cave  wiUdn  a 
few  yards  of  the  door,  we  entered  a  wooded  cacfe- 
sure  of  about  a  hundred  acres,  separstwd  hf-S 
fence  from  the  woodland  pasture  around.  UiRti 
herd  of  elk,  startled  by  the  sound  of  our  ham^ 
feet,  reared  their  tall  6gures  from  the  psU^M^ 
underwood,  and  banding  together  in  a  moBMCt 
scampered  after  their  antlered  leader.  Titc  cndo- 
sure  was  so  limited  that  it  was  easy  to  ke«p  tlm 
in  sight ;  and  1  tried  the  powers  of  iny  hor*«  bjr 
once  or  twice  putting  hini  to  the  top  of  bU  »peei 
after  these  long-legged  gentry. 

My  hospitable  eutertainers  took  theoppoHunili 
to  press  me  again  to  remain  at  least  a  few  day* 
with  them,  adding  the  strong  tempUtioD  of  n 
elk-hunt  on  horseback,  as  one  of  those  frllowt 
when  turned  out  in  the  range  would  afford  supai 
sport :  but  I  had  already,  before  lenvittf;  Lriia|- 
ton,  entered  into  engagements  which  compdM 
me  to  forego  the  pleasure.  The  attentive  youof 
Kenluckiaus  accompanied  us  tlirouf^b  the  pUaU- 
tion  until  we  came  out  on  the  highway  (  aaii 
finally,  with  one  mure  attcai])t  lo  detain  us,  wr 
were  dismissed  upon  our  journey,  aJWr  a 
was   exacted  from   uie  that   1   would  not 
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that  way  without  at  least  passing  a  night  with 
them. 

The  elk  that  I  had  seen  here,  which  apparently 
bore  about  the  same  proportion  in  size  to  some 
deer  that  were  fc-eding  near  them,  that  one  of  the 
latter  would  to  a  fox— I  might  almost  say  a  hare, 
— WM«  prized  by  their  owner  as  a  remnant  of  the 
race  once  so  numerous  in  Kentucky,  and  now  only 
found  in  its  wild  slate  in  the  north-west  terri- 
tory, or  far  over  the  Mississippi.  Like  the  moose 
— to  which  they  are  so  nearly  allied  in  size  and 
appearance,  the  palmated  horns  of  the  latter  being, 
1  believe,  the  most  distinguishing  mark  between 
them  —  the  elk  has  rapidly  retired  before  the  ad- 
TiDcei  of  civilization.  The  moose,  indeed,  may 
flifll  be  found  occaaionallv  Jimong  the  wild  hills 
about  the  sources  of  the  Hudson,  in  the  state  of 
New-York :  but  the  eik  aeems  to  have  gone  west- 
ward with  the  bufl'alo;  nor  do  1  ever  remember  to 
have  heard  of  any  being  taken  on  our  eastern 
waters.  A  score  of  these  majestic-looking  fellows 
would  form  a  noble  appendage  to  the  ornamental 
grounds  of  some  of  (he  old  seats  on  the  Hudson. 
I  think  them  more  interesting  in  appearance  than 
the  bufl'alo ;  half  a  dozen  of  which  I  have  seen 
grazing  togetlier  on  the  estate  of  the  gentleman 
1  whom  I  was  now  travelling.    He  was  at  con- 
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aiderable  pains  to  procure  a  pair  from  the  ter 
for  the  sake  of  experimenting  on  a  cross  with  the 
domestic  cattle,  wfaich^  contrary  to  the  theoieticd 
surmises  of  some  of  the  greatest  naturalists,  has 
fully  succeeded ;  and  Mr.  W.  can  now  show  half- 
Mooded  cows  in  his  pastures  of  the  third  genoa- 
tion.  They  are  the  most  uncouth -looking  objects 
you  can  conceive  of. 

The  experiment,  which  is  a  very  interesting  oaCi 
must  Iiare  been  attended  with  a  great  deal  of  ^ 
pense  in  procuring  the  wild  buffalo  from  so  greit 
a  distance :  but  no  attention  paid  in  Kentucky  to 
the  rearing  of  stock  is  thrown  away ;  and  you  may 
here  see  some  of  the  finest  cattle  and  the  most 
beautiful  pastures  in  the  world.  This  pladag 
their  chief  dependence  upon  flocks  and  herds  giTa 
something  patriarchal  to  some  districts  of  Keo- 
tucky;  and  the  existence  of  slavery  within  her 
borders,  though  generally  allowed  by  the  intelli- 
gent to  be  an  evil,  and  one  of  which  they  are  really 
desirous  to  rid  themselves,  does  not  detract  fnm 
that  character  in  the  rural  population.  The  coa- 
dition  of  the  negroes  in  servitude  is  so  easy,  that 
to  call  one  a  ^^Jree  nigger^  is  the  highest  tenn  of 
reproach  among  them.  They  appear  to  be  very 
much  attached  to  their  masters,  and  a  familiarity 
exists  between  them  which  would  be  fatal  to  all 
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diadpline  in  the  ordinary  relations  of  master  and 
KTvaot.  The  Utter  relation  of  society,  indeed,  as 
compared  with  that  of  owner  and  slave,  may  be 
likened  to  the  difierent  footing  upon  which  a  Bub- 
oltem  and  a  general  officer  may  place  themselves 
•ritfa  s  common  soldier  :  he  in  whom  the  supreme 
oommaod  is  vested  may  safely  imitate  the  great 
Frederick  or  Napoleon,  and  joke  with  his  troops 
u  "Fritz,"  or  the  "little  Corporal;"  while  the 
■uballern  can  never  with  propriety  relax  the  neces- 
sary etiquette  with  those  who  tread  so  closely  upon 
bis  heels. 

It  was  about  dusk  that  we  approached  the 
capital  of  Kentucky,  which  lies  eo  deeply  buried 
ID  a  gofge  of  hills  that  almost  the  first  view  you 
bave  of  the  town  is  by  looking  into  lis  chimneys. 
The  Kentucky  river,  cutting  its  way  through 
precipitous  limestone  banks,  makes  a  bend  here 
(broctgh  a  complete  circus  of  romantic-looking 
kooUfi  about  three  or  four  hundred  feet  high  :  be- 
tween the  base  of  these  and  the  bank  of  the  river 
Of)  either  side  is  a  level  amphitheatre,  upon  which 
the  lowu  is  built.  The  two  divisions — Frankfort 
and  South  Frankfort — contain  together  about  4000 
inhabilanlB.  The  view  of  the  place  from  the  blulTd 
above,  — with  its  rectangular  squares  mapped  out 
beneath  you ;   the  marble  slate-bouse  raising  its 
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Ionic  portico,  like  a  Gredaa  temple,  in  the  midbt; 
and  the  grey-stone  penitentiary,  with  its  ratilrilntrd 
walls,  thrown  in  the  deep  shadow  of  the  hilLside^ 
r^is,  at  early  dawn,  or  beneath  the  approachiag 
twilight,  exceedingly  beautiful.  I  first  viewed  il 
at  the  latter  hour,  when  winding  down  the  steep 
declivity  back  of  the  town.  We  altered  the  place 
last  evening;  and  this  morning  I  have  crossed  the 
river,  and  rambled  over  the  opposite  hills  on  bone> 
back,  in  order  to  enjoy  a  similar  prospect.  The 
town,  from  whatever  point  of  view  you  observe  h, 
preserves  the  same  peculiar  appearance  as  it  Uei 
nestled,  as  it  were,  among  its  steep  hills. 

The  situation  of  Frankfort  is,  indeed,  remark- 
able in  the  extreme ;  but,  of  late  years,  a  new  in- 
terest for  the  passing  traveller  has  attached  to  the 
place,  from  its  having  been  the  scene  of  one  of  the 
deepest  domestic  tragedies  of  ancient  or  modem 
times.  The  theme  of  Beauchamp  and  his  wife, 
which,  during  the  trial  of  the  former,  seven  or 
eight  years  since,  so  filled  the  newspapers,  must 
be  familiar  to  you,  though  you  cannot  perhaps  re* 
call  the  particulars  of  the  thrilling  tale.  In  the 
lighter  tone  of  society  that  prevails  in  our  Atlantie 
cities,  incidents  like  these,  as  they  could  new 
there  occur,  seem,  from  the  exaggerated  sentiment 
and  romantic  rashness  of  disposition  they  betray, 
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as  belonging  to  a  bygone  age,  or  transpiring  in  a 
differvnt  pknet.  They  are  dwelt  upon  in  a  pass- 
ing conversation  as  "  singularly  odd,"  and  "  very 
eccentric;"  and  are  then  superseded  by  inquiries 
about  the  stocks,  or  a  learned  discussion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  opera.  They  may  awaken  a  moment- 
ary interest,  but  are  soon  forgotten  among  the  di- 
Tersity  of  more  congenial  subjeets  that  force  tliem- 
wlveit  upon  the  attention.  But  among  a  people 
■o  earnest  in  character  as  the  Kentuckians,  and  in 
m  community  whose  sympathies  have  been  out- 
raged by  such  a  mingled  tissoeof  monstrous  guilt 
and  romantic  infatuation,  it  is  far  otherwise.  The 
traf^  fate  of  "  Beauchamp  and  bis  wife"  sinks 
more  deeply  into  men's  bosoms ;  and  the  story  of 
their  strange  loves,  of  her  cruel  wrong  and  his 
dark  revenge,  of  the  savage  retribution  ihey  ex- 
acted from  the  author  of  their  misery  and  their 
crime,  and  the  touching  heroism  of  the  death  they 
shared  at  last  together — all  combine  to  make  up  a 
drama  of  real  life  which  can  never  be  forgotten 
among  the  scenes  where  it  was  enacted  * 

I  shall  return  to  Lexington  this  evening;  and 
when  you  next  hear  from  me,  I  shall  be  on  my  way 
to  the  '*  Forks  of  the  Kentucky" — one  of  the  wild- 
est and  mo8t  romantic  parta  of  that  state.     Pro- 
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fessor  L ,  of  the  Transylvania  University,*  an 

accomplished  young  German,  is  to  be  my  compa- 
nion. Mr.  L— — ,  who,  to  many  other  acquire^ 
ments  less  common  in  Kentucky,  adds  that  of 
being  an  excellent  rifle-shot,  is  led  avray  by  his 
love  of  scenery  and  of  sporting;  and  I  promise 
myself  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  from  his  society. 

*  The  flourishing  collegiate  mstitutioD  of  Lexhigton  so  called. 
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Forks  of  tbe  Kentucky,  April  12th,  1834. 

After  settling  with  mine  host  on  the  day  that 
I  left  Lexington,  a  black  groom  brought  my  horse 
to  the  door,  and  flinging- my  cloak  and  valise 
across  the  saddle,  I  rode  over,  about  noon,  to  the 
house  of  a  friend  in  another  part  of  the  town, 
where  an  early  dinner  had  been  courteously  pro- 
vided solely  for  myself  and  the  new  travelling- 
companion  mentioned  in  my  last;  and  our  time 
not  allowing  us  to  pay  that  devotion  to  the  ex- 
cellent Madeira  and  old  sherry  which  their  rich- 
ness and  flavour  would  naturally  claim,  a  bottle  of 
each  was  quietly  deposited  in  a  basket  with  some 
other  accompaniments,  and  a  servant  despatched 
by  our  kind  entertainer  to  guide  us  on  the  first 
stage  of  our  journey. 

Emerging  soon  from  the  beautiful  environs  of 
Lexington,  we  rode  for  an  hour  or  two  through 
narrow  roads,  where  the  moist  rich  soil  was  fet- 
lock-deep for  our  horses.  But  the  enclosures, 
which  were  generally  shut  in  by  a  worm-fence  on 
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^B  ddiff  nde.  wen  exoeediogly  bemutiful ;  i 

^H  «mA^^  and  «iAk  were  so  intermixed,  that  Hic^ 

^H  fill  and  Vtper  trees  of  tbe  former,  now  ranging  in 

^H  "V^i  ""gBiP  iliMg  a  hilt-side,  and  now  dIspowO 

^H  jm  Amf*  vpoa  At  roesdovs,  as  if  set  there  bv 

^H  4r  ew  of  tBSte,  |iroduced  the  impression  of  ndtng 

llawi^ti  a  uu^sificeDt  park,  whose  verdant  swelli 
1  ^ades  had  been  only  here  ant 
marred  by  tbe  fonnal   Tvactt 
ofBws  duw^a  nMBL. 

$4iBwt  toavd  m  upon  tbe  banks  of  the  Klkbum, 
amA  m  rmned  tbe  stream  near  "  Brya&l's  Sl^ 
ticcL,'  oae  of  tbe  ntoat  rdebntcd  spots  {n  the  amuU 
of  "The  Daii  and  Bloody  Ground.*^  Tbe  stoA- 
ade  fon  ih^  ooee  stood  t>etv  was  frequently  ■ 
rvAige  from  tbe  sara^e*  in  the  early  settlement  tl 
tbe  adJBCienI  ocnintrj- ;  and  its  gallaai  defence  bf  ■ 
handful  of  piooeers  against  the  allietl  Indiani  of 
Ohio,  led  on  by  the  white  renegadoes  Girty  ntti 
M'Kee,  was  one  of  the  most  desperate  aflainia 
the  Indtsn  wars  of  the  w»t.  Tbe  eneniy  banded 
*  The  for  poftion  of  Kentud)  known  b^  this  ugaata^ 
iitk  a  nid  to  hm  betn  dstiogubbml  b^  >  iiiBibr  ten*  t*w 
btfae  ibe •ppcanncw  of  ibi  whiira.  ItwiailMftwawniataM' 
lag-gnund  of  the  \'i(giiu«  and  Uttio  ludiuu,  bimI  ibr  km*  d 
coDtuiuAl  tUitr.  between  ibe  wailike  band)  tfaail  wmhSokiI  Iklte 
to  wouie  the  buffdlo  from  the  cme-bnka,  ot  dJMaHa"^ 
oitT  (he  exttnawt  "  liarrem"  oT  Kntvckf 
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together  at  the  forks  of  the  Scioto,  and  planned 
tlieir  attack  in  the  deep  for^ists,  a  hundred  miles 
away  from  ihe  scene  where  it  was  made.  The 
pioneers  had  not  the  slightest  idea  of  their  ap- 
pruBch,  when,  sudden  as  the  grove  of  spears  that 
■prung  from  the  dragon's  teeth  in  classic  land,  a 
thousand  rifles  gleamed  in  the  corn-fields  one  sum- 
mer's night.  That  very  evening  ihe  garrison  had 
chanced  to  gather  under  arms  lo  march  to  the 
relief  of  another  "  station"  that  was  similarly  in- 
vested. It  was  a  fearful  moment :  an  hour  earlier, 
and  the  pioneers  would  have  been  cut  off, — an 
hour  later,  and  (heir  defenceless  wives  and  daugh- 
ten  must  have  been  hutchered  or  carried  into  cap- 
tivity, while  their  natural  protectors  were  hurry- 
ing to  the  rescue  of  others.  The  Indians  saw  at 
a  glance  that  the  moment  was  not  propitious  to 
tbenii  and  having  failed  in  surprising  the  Ken- 
tuckians,  they  attempted  lo  decoy  them  from  their 
ftuloees  by  presenting  themselves  in  small  parties 
before  it.  The  whites  were  too  wise  to  risk  a 
battle,  but  they  knew  not  huw  to  stand  a  si^e- 
The  "  fort,"  which  was  merely  a  collection  of 
log-cabJDs  arranged  in  a  hollow  square,  was  uo- 
hapfnly  not  supplied  with  water.  Tbey  we« 
sware  that  the  attacking  party  knew  this;  they 
were  aware  too  that  iheir  real  force  lay  in  ambush 
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near  a  neighbouring  spring,  with  the  hope  of  ait- 
ting  off  those  who  should  come  to  remedy  the 
deficiency. 

But  the  sagacity  of  a  backwoodsman  is  mae- 
times  more  than  a  match  for  the  cunning  of  aa 
Indian,  and  the  heroism  of  a  woman  may  bafle 
the  address  of  a  warrior.  The  females  of  the 
station  determined  to  supply  it  with  water  frw 
this  very  spring !  But  how  ?  Woman^s  wit  nefcr 
devised  a  bolder  expedient,— woman^s  fordtude 
never  carried  one  more  hazardous  into  sucoettful 
execution.  They  reasoned  thus :  The  water  must 
be  had.  The  women  are  in  the  habit  of  going  far 
it  every  morning.  If  armed  men  now  take  that 
duty  upon  them,  the  Indians  will  think  that  their 
ambuscade  is  discovered,  and  instantly  commeaca 
their  assault.  If  the  women  draw  the  water  ai 
usual,  the  Indians  will  not  unmask  their  concealed 
force,  but  still  persevere  in  attempting  to  decoy 
the  defenders  of  the  station  without  its  pickets. 
The  feint  succeeded ;  the  random*shots  of  the 
decoy  party  were  returned  with  a  quick  fire  frooi 
one  side  of  the  fort,  while  the  women  issued  from 
the  other,  as  if  they  apprehended  no  enemy  in  that 
quarter.  Could  aught  be  more  appalling  than  tbt 
task  before  them  ?     But  they  shrink  not  from  it ; 
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thty  move  carelessly  from  the  gate,  —  they  ad- 
vance with  composure  in  a  botly  to  the  spring, — 
they  are  within  point-blank  shot  of  five  hiindretl 
warriors.  The  slightest  trepidalion  will  betray 
tbem — the  least  apparent  consciousness  of  their 
thrillinfc  situation,  and  their  doom  is  inevitable. 
But  their  nerves  do  not  shrink  ;  they  wait  calmly 
for  e*ch  other  until  each  fills  her  bucket  in  suc- 
(TMion.  The  Indians  are  completely  deccive<i. 
«x>d  not  a  shot  is  fired.  The  band  of  heroines  re- 
trace iheir  steps  wHth  steady  feel, — llicir  movement 
toon  becomes  more  agitated, — it  is  a(  last  preci- 
pitate. But  tradition  says  that  the  only  water 
spilt  was  as  their  buckets  crowded  together  in  pass- 
ing the  pate.  A  sheet  of  living  fire  from  the  gar- 
rison, and  the  screams  of  the  wounded  Indians 
UMVutid  the  spring,  told  that  they  were  safe,  and 
Bytke  the  triumph  of  their  friends.  Insane  with 
■  wrath  to  be  thus  outwitted,  the  foe  rushed  from 
his  covert,  and  advanced  with  desperation  upon 
the  rifles  of  the  pioneers.  Hut  who  could  cunqoer 
the  fathers  and  brothers  of  such  women  .■'  The 
Indians  were  foiled  ;  they  withdrew  their  forces ; 
bat  on  counting  the  number  of  Iheir  slain  they 
burned  with  vengeance  and  rallied  once  more  to  the 
fight    They  were  again  and  again  repulsed.     Sue- 
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oour  at  last  came  to  the  pioQceny  and  the  aa^agei 
were  compelled  to  retreat  to  their  wfld-wood  haiialf 
once  more.* 

The  peaceful  aspect  of  this  spot,  as  twilighl 
now  settled  over  the  landscape,  afforded  a  strong 
contrast  to  the  wild  encounters  of  which  it  had 
been  the  scene.  We  were  in  a  celebrated  gruflig 
district,  and  entering  the  gate  of  a  plantatioa  at 
evening,  this  park-like  scenery  continued  to  gnm 
upon  us.  There  were  neither  roads  nor  hmm 
through  the  plantations;  but  the  respective  owncn 
having  merely  an  open  right  of  way  through  etch 
other's  grounds,  nothing  could  be  more  devious 
than  our  route  from  gate  to  gate.  It  lay  chieiy 
through  the  wooded  pastures  for  which  Kea- 
tucky  is  so  celebrated,  and  the  fresh  young  gnm 
was  at  this  early  season  like  an  elastic  carpet  be- 
neath our  horses^  feet.  The  new  foliage  id  the 
spring  was  still  too  tender  to  rustle  in  the  eveniog 
breeie ;  and  the  moonbeams,  which  silvered  the 
sweeping  cones  of  the  maple-trees,  and  played 
through  the  acacia^s  slender  skreen,  fell  soft  it 
sleep  upon  the  greensward.  Sometimes  the  fre- 
quent clumps  would  thicken  into  groves,  whose 
depths  it  was  idle  to  attempt  to  pierce ;  and  then 

•  See  M*Clung's  "  Sketches  of  Western  Adrentiire/'  fcri 
mimite  tccount  of  this  affiur. 
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(,  where  r  rich  fringe  of  underwood  iiidicaled 
bunk  of  a  rivulet,  enormous  vines,  pendent 
some  ancient  walnut,  vrould  fling  their  ver- 
19  canopy  over  its  to un tain- head, 
.fter  fording  a  number  of  fine  brooks,  whose 
currents  more  than  once  washed  our  saddle- 
ihn,  we  came  at  last  to  our  destination  for  the 
it.  It  Htood  upon  an  eminence;  a  spacious 
fashioned  buijding,  erctited  during  the  early 
[lement  of  Kentucky,  and  now  in  a  slate  of  con- 
arable  dilapidation.  Our  black  guidL>,  who  wait 
n  f^  famdy-servant,  well  known  to  tlie  proprie- 
tor, was  our  only  letter  of  introduclioii ;  and  the 
(laspitable  manner  in  which  we  were  received  and 
Btadft  at  once  at  home  showed  that  we  needed  no 
more.  The  young  planter,  our  host,  was  of  an 
oW  Virginia  family,  and  the  room  in  which  I  slept 
decorated  with  several  family  pictures  in  the 
:ume  of  Charles  the  Second's  lime,  whose  faded 
|#lfloars  and  tarnished  frames  were  in  better  keep- 
irtlh  (he  ancient  exterior  of  llie  dwelling  than 
the  neat  apartment  wherein  I  passed  the  night. 

After  an  early  breakfast,  our  horses  were  led  to 
the  door  by  three  slaves ;  our  entertainer's,  a  fine 
blooded  gelding,  having  his  saddle  covered  by  a 
besr-skin,  of  which  hia  master's  rifle  had  robbed 
the  original  owner.     All  being  ready  for  mount- 
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ing,  it  was  not  yet  without  considerable  dilBciikj 
that  we  got  permission  to  start— our  friendly  hoit, 
who  the  night  before  would  scarcely  hear  ofoiv 
leaving  him  in  the  morning,  still  insisting  iip« 
our  *^  giving  him  at  least  a  few  days.^ 

An  hour  after  found  us  riding  through  a  con- 
try  of  the  same  character  as  that  already  de- 
scribed, but  the  land  beyond  it  seemed  to  Ue  ii 
ridges  against  the  sky ;  and  ascending  one  of  thoe^ 
we  saw  for  the  first  time  a  blue  line  of  moimtaiai 
darkening  the  horizon.  It  was  so  long  sinee  I 
had  seen  anything  of  tlie  kind,  that  I  oonfets  tkt 
effect  upon  me  was  almost  thrilling.  The 
ing  prairies,  the  broad  rivers,  and  magnificent 
getation  of  the  west  were  at  once  forgotten;  I 
thought  only  of  the  pine-covered  mountains  uf  my 
native  state,  the  rocky  banks  of  its  gushing 
streams,  and  the  lonely  lakes  from  which  they 
take  their  rise ;  and  I  felt  the  while  an  indescri- 
bable longing  to  be  ^^over  the  hills  and  far  away.** 
Those  blue  summits  before  me  were  the  spurs  cf 
the  AUeghanies ;  and  though  the  main  chain  vai 
yet  hundreds  of  miles  in  advance,  with  a  doKt 
intervening  ridges  of  as  many  different  names  bfr* 
tween,  it  was  something,  at  least,  I  thought,  to  be 
once  within  their  cool  defiles.  I  now  write  to  yo« 
^  their  inmost  glens,  and  the  ieelijig  baa 


MENERAL    SPRINGS. 


167 


hardly  abated.  To  realize  the  dcljglit  I  lake  in 
their  rough  emhraccs,  you  must,  whatever  mny 
be  your  love  of  muun tain-scenery,  have  passed 
months  upon  the  smooth  prairies,  or  floated  for 
ireelts  along   the    alluvial-banked   rivers   of  the 


From  thia  point  we  rode  for  a  short  distance 
over  A  very  indifferent  soil,  through  a  wood  of 
osks,  in  the  centre  of  which  we  came  to  a  spot  that 
will,  probably  at  no  very  tlislant  day,  be  cele- 
bmted  as  a  place  of  public  resort.  On  the  banks 
at  a  dear  brook  that  winds  through  the  forest 
there  are  no  lesR  than  four  or  five  mineral  Hprings 
within  as  many  rods  of  each  other,  and  each  of  a 
different  quality.  The  two  which  have  attracted 
most  attention  area  sulphur  and  an  oil  spring  : 
the  last  of  which,  from  the  quantity  of  oleaginous 
matter  always  floating  upon  its  surface,  is  quite  a 
natural  curiosity.  The  proprietor,  who  contem- 
plates creating  an  establisliment  upon  the  spot, 
lives  in  a  log-hut  near  the  springs,  and  treated  us 
very  hospitably.  His  little  establishmeut  was 
oeatly  ordered ;  and  he  set  before  us  a  most  ac- 
eeptaUle  repast  of  fish,  ham,  eggs,  and  coffee,  fur 
which  he  would  not  hear  of  receiving  compensa- 
tion. 
■  The  day  by  this  time  was   half  spent ;  and  our 
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hcMt  of  the  night  before,  having  out  of  mere  polite- 
ness accompanied  us  thus  far  on  our  way,  was 
compelled  to  return.  He  insisted,  however,  upon 
piloting  us  out  of  the  wood,  and  then  taknof 
a  kind  farewell,  he  struck  the  rowels  in  hii 
blooded  horse,  who,  unembarrassed  by  tlie  bag- 
gage which  encumbered  our  patient  roadsters, 
wheeled  with  a  snort  upon  his  hind  legs,  and  wai 
instantly  lost  in  the  forest  from  which  we  had  jait 
emerged. 

The  country  became  now  more  and  moie 
broken,  and  less  suited  to  cultivation,  but  watered 
by  numerous  rills  from  the  hill-sides ;  the  feeders, 
probably,  of  a  turbid  torrent  called  the  Red 
River,  to  whose  banks  we  came  just  after  sunset 
The  ferry-scow  had  been  carried  away  by  a  recent 
freshet ;  and  urging  our  horses  to  the  rushing 
brink,  we  were  only  prevented  from  trying  to  ford 
or  swim  the  stream  by  a  number  of  persons  who 
hurried  to  the  spot  from  a  mill  hard-by,  and 
begged  us  to  desist.  How  to  get  over  though, 
otherwise,  was  the  question ;  and  it  was  so  ra^udly 
growing  dark  that  each  moment  rendered  the  delay 
more  disagreeable.  But  the  difficulty  was  soob 
solved  by  a  by-stander ;  who,  guiding  us  to  a  spot 
farther  up  the  stream,  where  he  kept  a  canoe^  it 
was  soon  loosed  from  its  moorings,  and  pladof 
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iiir  valises  and  horse-furniture  on  the  bottom,  we 
«TOued  one  at  a  time,  swimming  our  horses  over 
1  reside  the  canoe-  They  both  in  succession  landed 
^ifelr,  though  the  office  of  getting  thera  up  the 
sleep  and  slippery  bank  on  the  opposite  side  was 
soincKhal  difficult.  It  was  quite  dark  before  we 
re-aaddled  and  started  anew ;  and  after  dodging 
about  for  some  time  in  the  wootis  to  find  our  road, 
we  discovered  by  the  moon,  as  she  got  above  the 
tops  of  the  trees,  the  print  of  n  wheel  in  the  bed  of 
a  brook,  and  foUowed  this  novel  kind  of  turnpike 
up,  until  we  came  to  the  house  of  a  tanner,  where 
wc  obtJiined  permission  to  pass  the  night.  We 
were  now  entering  what  is  called  the  knobs  of 
Kentucky;  a  part  of  the  state  but  little  settled, 
and  barren  in  comparison  with  the  populous  and 
fertile  diuricts  I  had  hitherto  visited.  Being  off 
the  main  roads,  too,  the  accommodalions  are  of 
course  very  different  from  what  may  be  found 
upon  more  travelled  routes,  and  my  companion 
and  myself  were  both  compelled  to  take  upon  our- 
selves the  duty  performed  by  slaves  the  night  be- 
fore, and  feed  and  groom  our  own  horses.  L., 
however,  I  find,  has  all  the  adaptability  about  him 
required  on  such  a  tour;  and  as  for  myself,  you 
Lnow,  t  have  keen  long  since  broken  in. 

Binng  with  the  sun,  the  next  morning  found  us 
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by  breakfast-time  in  &  little  village  called  Inrinr. 
It  was  small  and,  to  appearance,  SDjtbing  but 
flourishing ;  but  its  singular  aeclusion  among  thMr 
lonely  hills,  with  the  bright  green  Kentucky 
— now  for  the  first  time  crossing  our  route— 
flowing  in  front,  had  a  pleasing  effect.  There 
was  a  new  store  lately  opened  in  the  place ;  and 
stopping  to  purchase  some  trifles  to  the  anmunt  of 
a  few  fihUHngs,  the  proprietor  was  »o  puncliEcnn 
as  actually  to  give  s  bill  of  sate  for  the  amounl, 
from  which  you  may  draw  your  own  conclustoo  u 
to  the  customary  business  of  the  place.  Laid 
myself  had  both  a  shrewd  suspinoa  that  w«  had 
added  not  a  little  to  the  capital  of  the  town.  I 
should  not  like  the  place  the  less,  though,  br 
wanting  the  bustle  of  more  actire  life ;  and  upoa 
the  whole,  when  I  recall  its  appearance  &s  it  bndtr 
upon  me  from  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  hill,  i 
day  or  two  since,  with  the  pale  blue  smoke  curing 
up  from  its  scattered  chimneys,  and  courting  the 
kindred  mist  that  hung  upon  lh«  wooded  brawiof 
the  pyramidal  hills  around,  I  don't  know  what 
more  t^uiet  disposition  I  can  make  than  to  ban 
you  till  my  next  letter  in  the  little  town  of  Irnar 
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Forks  of  the  Kentocky,  April  I3th,  1834. 
Our  route  from  Irvine  left  the  Kentucky  River 
CD  the  left,  and  we  very  8oon  entered  the  **  knobs,^ 
or  pyramidal  hills,  I  described  in  my  last,  as  loom- 
ing like  mountains  at  a  distance.  I  had  in  fact 
thought  that  we  were  already  in  their  bosom ;  but 
the  first  steep  ascent  of  some  three  hundred  feet 
by  a  brid]e*way,  which  some  upstart  mountain- 
torrent,  called  into  brief  existence  by  the  spring 
rains,  had  appropriated  just  long  enough  to  gash 
into  lean  guUeys  filled  with  rascally  cobble  stones, 
removed  that  impression.  Gaining  the  top  with 
•ome  difficulty,  we  found  ourselves  upon  a  narrow 
serpentine  ridge  covered  with  chestnuts  and  stunt- 
ed pines;  our  pathway  afibrding,  in  its  devious 
oourse,  some  very  pretty  views  of  patches  of  clear- 
ed and  partially  cultivated  land  below  us,  lying 
often  in  small  amphitheatres,  formed  by  the  gentle 
curve  of  the  main  ridge  and  the  sudden  intersec- 
tion of  others  that  traverse  the  country,  or  heave 
up  singly  from  the  plain.     After  a  while  the  road 
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c  ^^K  TaAj,  and  then  b^an  to  c 
abac  ^temaaoailf,  wt  fixiDd  i 


lOV  Ae  t^B^rfa  ■■gaifieent  mountain  gWo,— 
a  owoBi^  ptgt  ^Bong  (be  hills,  with  more  thio 
•■c  faa^  ahmc  k  to  fcmnd  one  of  the  rocl;- 
zAikd  aha^  af  the  fradnotn'  io  "  Tbe  Heui  of 
MiU«Aan.''  It  waa  £rided  in  the  niidst  In  ■ 
■■■■K  sB^Bk  nKa  asMMa  to  gmn  f  rooi  vx 
^Bi^af  ■  caw  «l  At  iqipaead  —  a  broad  pU- 
^^  ^  aa^  fwyctiwg  from  the  taoath  of  i}k 
5  Ar  ■siO'  Hke  a  spoat  far  in  *ii- 
g  Gkr  **  a  thing  of  iHe* 
Ob  the  Mt,  the  e*er> 
J  depended  k>  branl; 
feam^akayhafc  as  almost  to  txner  tbr  ttKam. 
Wt  a*  Ar  npkt  Ae  nad  ram  sodden  and  bur. 
A  Wabn  vafl  «iA  Attached  crags  pn^ectcd  con- 
»aB>y  m  a^r  fjt^  harmg  room,  where  tbe  fia^ 
■»»«■  «ne  Jiflirrd,  Jbr  man j  aa  aged  cbestnal 
1  diagwidriti 


t>»  dv  a^  CHI  oat  of  tbe  rod;  t  biU.  md 

■  fcH  aaaag  ^  dcAa  aad  detached  piece*  of 

tacL.  hf  dv  pa&  1^  vbkh  w  lorced  OUT  barM» 

TW  caae  aad  ifatrit  with  which  they  accootpiyMd 

ihcir  tai4  whca  amct  taiAj  (tartcd,  cooTtoced  bt 
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Liiat  one  may  climb  almost  anywhere  with  a  horse, 
if  properly  managed.  L.  preferred  leading  his 
nag,  and  weot  ahead  to  explore,  but  my  animated 
little  fellow  could  not  be  restrained  when  he  heard 
the  echoing  shouts  from  abnve,  and  allowing  him 
til  hare  his  own  way  entirely,  he  pressed  forward 
ami  carried  me  as  safely  to  the  top  of  the  gorge  as 
if  we  had  been  swung  up  together.  Once  clear  of 
the  ravine,  the  view  that  awaited  us  above  was 
worth  all  the  toil  of  strugghng  through  it,  if 
that  had  not  already  been  repaid  by  its  own  scenic 
charms.  Our  road  lay  immediately  on  the  edge 
of  a  precipitous  wall;  and  four  hundred  feet  be- 
low, the  Kentucky,  here  broad,  clear  and  placid, 
kept  its  way  through  a  rich  alluvial  bottom.  It 
was  nearly  dark  when  we  effected  our  descent  from 
the  rocky  bluffs  to  the  arable  flats  below,  at  a 
place  called  *'  Rocksboal  Mills,"  where  we  expect- 
ed a  cottager  of  the  name  of  Lulzow  to  entertain 
us  for  the  night.  Stopping  at  a  rude  enclosure 
which  surrounded  the  first  log-dwelling  we  came 
to,  our  hallooing  for  some  time  only  brought  a 
posse  of  angry  dogs  about  us,  and  then  out 
came  the  owner  of  the  mansion,  hardly  more 
hospitable.  It  was  too  dark  to  see  his  face, 
but  uur  parley  with  him  was  to   this  effect: — 


I   ^ 


fir  the 


■Dofcod 


dieya 


S  409   ■■■   nVIH    DTOOK  ;    Old 

<!iiiBiiiiiic    ^ 

jfarAit  a.  sundtxi.  y^B^  %  iiiggul  patk,  tlnoiigli  a 
linek  wood  ^li  ^cjaftei  ^twik,  faro^fat  us,  after 
dndiemc  abovxc  haf  as  kncr  in  its  defiles,  to  a 
cabin  on  the  btam  «f  ck  UD  akaig  wiioae  rough 
re  hnd  bec&  fisr  aoane  tzne  riding.  A  lad  of 
lighthr  diuaad  in  loose  drmwen  and  a 
huBting-dnrt^  cnaae  to  the  <ioor  with  evident  im- 
willingncssy  after  we  had  exercised  oar  lungs  fbr 
•one  time  in  stirring  op  the  estabKshnient.  He 
stood  in  the  entrance  with  one  hand  npon  the  hal£* 
open  door,  while  the  other  seemed  to  be  employed 
in  keeping  back  a  rery  pretty  girl  about  his  own 
age,  who  stood  peering  curiously  over  his  shoulder, 
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pshesliielded  with  an  old  bonnet  the  flaring 
tallow  candlo  that  "  shed  its  light"  with  anything 
but  "  hospitable  ray"  across  the  humble  threshold. 
All  our  suing  for  admission  was  vain ;  the  lad's 
father  and  mother  were  absent,  and  had  told  him 
tu  aduiit  no  strangers  to  sleep  in  the  house.  We 
offered  him  money  most  hherally,  and  urged  that 
the  night  was  such  as  it  would  be  cruel  to  turn  a 
dog  from  the  door,  but  it  produced  not  the  least 
HTeci ;  he  only  told  us  that  the  house  we  had 
passed  was  better  able  to  take  us  than  his  father's ; 
aod  that  there  was  still  one  about  a  mile  ahead, 
where  we  might  get  in;  winding  up  every  time 
with,  "  It  don't  signify,  strangers,  anyhow ;  if  this 
was  tay  house,  I'd  try  and  accommodate  you,  and 
«o  would  father;  but  father  is  not  here,  and  you 
can't  come  in." 

I  admired  the  hoy's  6rmneSB,  even  while  cursing 
the  occasion  of  his  constancy :  but  there  was  no 
belp  fur  us,  unless  we  took  the  house  by  storm ; 
and  with  some  difficulty  urging  our  horses  from 
the  door,  we  descended  a  steep  hank,  as  the  lad  had 
directed  us,  and  found  ourselves  in  a  few  moments 
floundering  in  a  swamp  at  the  bottom.  The  night 
was  pitchy  dark,  and  the  rain  and  wind  seemed 
utterly  to  confuse  our  horses,  to  whose  sagacity 

e  surrendered  ourselves,  in  tracking  out  the  way. 
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But  when  ihe  point  proposed  was  at  Um  attaiDcd, 
our  condition  was  but  little  bettered ;  a  ooittr  ibal 
would  have  awakpned  the  seven  sleepers  £iulcil  to 
arouse  the  worthy  housekeeper  that  we  were  about 
to  honour  as  guests :  his  name,  also,— like  ibal  ot 
the  hospitable  individual  two  miles  back,"chaimd 
to  be  Lutzow,  and  Koerner's  free  cutopaoioDa  on  ■ 
charge  could  not  have  cried  it  more  lustily.  The 
woods  rang  with  our  shouts  and  iiallooing;  but 
the  echo  of  our  own  voices  coming  bock  io  tiu: 
gusts  (hat  swept  the  hill-side  was  the  ooly  njij 
vouchsafed  to  us.  We  determined,  atlasti  toileep 
in  the  woods;  but  having  no  convenience*  foe 
camping  out,  thought  it  better,  at  least  for  tbc 
sake  of  our  horses,  to  try  the  boy  once  more.  1 
confess,  however,  that  1  was  lo  eica«perated  al  (Iw 
stolid  selfishness  of  the  last  party  wIiom  hoepitality 
we  had  so  vainly  invoked,  that  riding  as  r 
possible  beneath  the  only  window  iu  the  iious; 
first  raised  a  clatter  with  the  butt-end  of  my  | 
that  would  have  shaken  the  sleeping  cfficaqr  4 
of  a  vial  of  the  stronjjest  opiate  had  it  stood  ocSti. 
and  then,  when  not  a  duubt  remained  thai  mji 
words  would  not  be  thrown  away,  I  thanked  1 
inmates  of  the  house  fur  their  politeneu,  in 
sufficiently  vivid  to  impress  the  recollection  of  ■ 
nocturnal  visit  upon  their  mJnds. 


near  as 
tus<^^_ 

1  OCSti. 

ia(  mji 
.ed  t^ 

1 
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This  ackDowlcdgment  made,  we  commenced  our 
retrograde  movement ;  but  choosing  the  rocky  hill- 
ride  in  preference  to  the  tangled  swamp  at  the  bot- 
tom, we  bounced  about  among  broken  cliffs  and 
fallen  trees  with  an  agility  and  success  that  would 
have  made  the  three  Diavoloa  eat  themselves  with 
relation  and  envy,  could  this  celebrated  house  of 
Irapers  have  witnessed  the  various  feats  that  we 
Uivished  upon  the  darkness.  Among  the  rtsl,  I 
WB»  not  3  little  amused  when  L.,  more  keen- 
tighlcd  than  myself,  insisting  upon  choosing  the 
path,  which  I  leA  wholly  to  my  horse  to  find,  mis- 
took the  phosphorescent  trunk  of  a  decayed  tree 
for  the  gleam  of  a  slimy  and  level  path,  and  im- 
pelling his  horse  upon  the  narrow  causeway,  as  it 
shot  out  from  the  hill-side  on  which  it  had  fallen, 
proceeded  to  ditnce  a  pas  seal  on  the  slippery  tim- 
ber. A  few  Bteps,  a  mere  flourish  on  the  deceitful 
path,  carried  horse  and  man  head-over-hecls  seve- 
ral yards  down  the  hill  in  a  moment  i  and,  as  you 
may  well  imagine,  it  was  a  moment  of  intense 
anxiety  to  me,  when  I  heard  the  branches  crashing 
and  the  stones  rolling  beneath  the  hoofs  of  my 
friendV  unfortunate  courser,  as  he  struck  out  on 
every  side  to  arrest  his  downward  progress.  The 
activity  of  L.,  however,  embarrassed  as  he  was 
1  his  long  heavy  rifle  and   various  accoutre- 
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inent&«  frnxi  brought  fahn  to  his  feet ;  he  shouted 
chemhr  frmn  below,  and  passing  his  hand  orer  hk 
hflRieV  fimbs  to  j»siire  himsdf  that  none  were 
broken,  mouuted  agm,  and  we  pursued  oar  wij 
in  paraBd  lines  at  seme  iBsUnce  from  eaeh  other. 
ivMeavuui'ii^  to  mite  again,  we  became  lueiliv 
oabh*  ocaifused  among  a  mass  of  trees  fartdy  £dkd. 
'^  Lntshw^s  w3d  diase"  (the  great  partisan  anger 
net<er  took  a  wikkr  one)  was  at  last  up— wecoaU 
no  more;  hat  seeing  a  fnit  light  gkaBUBg 
tbrough  the  trees  on  a  high  bank  above  us»  wr 
shouted  1uj93t  for  a  light.  We  wcie  answered  hj 
the  lad  who  an  boar  befcae  bad  denied  us  adais- 
^oom  to  his  hoi»««  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  doaea 
^rmie-Torc^Ms.  in  the  hands  of  as  manj  half-naked 
diikhesk  sbowend  their  red  light  Iran  the  steep 
bank,  and  fruibed  upon  a  brand  rirulct  that  cnpc 
throuirh  the  hearr  underwood  beneath  it. 

""  Strsnccrr  sbouted  the  noble  boT«  ^  hold  on 
till  I  come  brlow.  I  hsTe  not  been  able  to  sleep 
sanof  I  turned  voa  tiam  the  door;  and,  come 
vhst  msT,  rou  sibsll  share  vhat  we've  got  to- 
nig*rt.'" 

A  «nj^  to»  of  his  torch  threw  the  light,  ai  he 
£m5l>ed  fpeakJTur,  upon  a  bold  rock  below  hia, 
and  lospiag  upcai  the  namciw  bot  firm  foochold,  he 
let  himself  dovn  into  the  oopae  below,  u^imAmA 
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over  tbe  brook,  and  was  by  our  side  in  a  moment. 
The  other  children,  approaching  the  edge  of  the 
bank,  threw  the  glare  of  their  blazing  pine-knots 
over  a  narrow  and  more  circuitous  pathway ;  while, 
marshalled  by  their  elder  brother,  we  scrambled 
up  the  ascent,  and  soon  gamed' the  house.  A  few 
moments  suflSced  to  secure  our  horses  in  the  mise- 
i«ble  collection  of  logs  that  served  for  a  stable. 
There  was  nothing  but  a  bundle  or  two  of  dried 
fodder  for  them  to  eat,  but  we  endeavoured,  to 
make  up  fcMr  the  want  of  more  substantial  refresh- 
ment by  rubbing  them  well  with  corn-cobs,  which, 
you  must  know,  are  a  tolerable  substitute  for  both 
wisp  and  brush  in  grooming.  But  the  warmth 
created  by  the  exercise  did  not  make  a  share  of 
tbe  children's  beds  less  acceptable,  when,  stripping 
off  our  wet  clothing,  we  bestowed  ourselves  sup- 
perless  beneath  the  covering. 


LSTTKB  XXXVIl. 

Qt  Cob^.  LxtOmeky,  Aphl  IKh,  IBH. 
IB  •fc—  ««  faad  been  indebted  for  * 
Mr  ■■de  era;  possible  ■poto^,  ibt 
^  Car  our  BMgR  enicruiBacirt,  li; 
g  atRBC  pa««rtr  ;  BotvilbkUndiag  wbiclK 
«c  ioBadl  ii  wcT  ACcoU  m  ibrcv  anv  mDOMn- 
■■■  ^M  him.  Tbe  ^y  vw  nnfiBruurabk  kt 
Umtti^  bat,  thoy^  aal  in  any  way  pretaed  fa 
ba^  «v  ««ic  ciH|M]lcd  bjr  ibe  want  of  fon^  M 
Am^  «ar  ^aartecft.    A  rasMBiic  rida  along  tk 

liKaf  ifca¥i1wtjhii^lil \i^ 

*<1b^  Ma  ■Miabb  ifantce,  a^jacntl  to  a  coil- 
aMcaft  tfe  fcfb  of  tbr  river,  wheooc  tbc  coal  U 
I  dnva  ia  ftat  bunts  lo  Fraoklwt.  Tbt 
t  mffand  to  k  teoatiled  Mddy  by  tltfcr 
on  apprgnduitg  tbadoort 
■  canw  to  tbc  ihrvboU. 
and  Mvital  «t  tn  oat  of  tbc  nia.  It  (vomd  lo  b 
mtt  «f  ibe  pCDpnetcn  of  tbe  minc^  wbo  npn- 
MMBd  Unvlf  H  Imtii^  bem  a  Btitub  fuUitr 
B  priwu  m  tbc  laal  war;  but  his  kngu^ 
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address  were  altogether  thai   of  a   western 
American.     By  the  kind  ofiFices  of  this  person,  we 


fere  provided  with  a  breakfast  of  c 


e  pork  and 


read  made  of  India 


,  pounded  betw 


stoues  by  the  fireside — a  meal-making  operation 
that  consumed  some  time.  I  confess  that  in  all  the 
various  tables  I  have  sat  down  to,  none  required 
more  of  the  Spartan's  seasoning  than  this.  1  was 
really  glad  to  wash  down  the  coarse  and  greasy 
misture  with  a  bowl  of  sour  milk,  and  betake 
myself  once  more  to  the  saddle. 

We  returned  now  a  mile  or  two  nearly  on  our 
tracks,  except  that  our  path,  instead  of  leading 
along  the  summit  of  the  rocky  and  pine-covered 
bluff  of  the  river,  conducted  us  through  a  narrow 
but  rich  alluvial  bottom  at  the  base  of  the  preci- 
pice, where  the  weefiing  branches  of  the  wych-elms 
drooped  far  over  the  smooth  deep  tide,  while  a 
profusion  of  vines  of  every  description  hung  in 
feftooDS  along  its  margin.  It  was  here  that,  while 
ferrying  over  the  Kentucky,  I  could  not  help 
observing  the  happy  effect  produced  by  the  full 
deep  river,  flowing  so  calmly  between  banks  that 
seemed  to  have  been  torn  asunder  to  aflbrd  it  a 
passage.  Each  mountain  torrent  from  the  cliffs 
around  clamoured  like  a  noisy  demagogue  as  it 
ufaed  from  the  W(K>ds  into  the  sunlight ;  hut  the 
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proud  stream  only  absorbed  its  bui&terous  c 
in  silence,  and  then,  like  a  lofty  miitd  in  a  pdblk 
station,  repoaiDg  on  its  own  truth, — alike  beoMk 
the  shadow  of  impending  cliffs  or  orer  the  bed  of 
treacherous  quicksands, — swept  upon  its  noiackn 
but  resistless  vay. 

After  gaining  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  our 
path  was  only  the  bed  of  a  rushing  bruok  that  cut 
its  way  through  a  defile  in  tbe  hills,  and  we  mmo, 
from  diverging  into  its  tributary  rilU,  btxuw 
totally  lost.  The  rain  came  down  in  torrents,  nil 
we  were  glad  to  reach,  about  mid-day,  what  ia  Ht 
language  of  the  country  is  called  "  a  dead  Mltl» 
ment ."  It  was  a  cleared  spot  of  about  fifty  aott^ 
upon  a  piece  of  alluvial  land,  scooped  out  of  tbe 
hill-side,  and  having  a  ruinous  log-hut  within  a 
few  yards  of  a  brook  which  formed  one  of  ikt 
boundaries  of  the  deserted  farm.  RdJeving  Mf 
horses  as  quickly  as  pus^ble  of  their  funutoc^ 
one  of  us  drove  a  coisple  of  stokes  in  (be  ground* 
and  tethered  them  among  the  long- neglected  gnai; 
while  the  other  proceeded  to  strike  a  fire  and  maie 
things  comfortaWe  within-doors. 

The  house,  which  consisted  of  but  one  inovt 
had,  from  appearances,  already  served  otber%  m 
we  were  now  using  it,  for  a  temporary  rcfu^  M 
about  half  the  floor  seemed  to  hare  been  c 
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r  firewood.  After  stretching  our  clolhes  to  dry 
OD  the  cross-beauiB,  however,  we  succeeded  in  re- 
gtilating  the  estahlishmcnt  with  comparaiive  neat- 

Kss;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  we  determined,  il' 
me  abounded  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  stay  here 
o  or  three  days.  Accordingly,  when  the  sky 
cleared  for  a  few  minutes,  we  proceeded  to  mend 
the  worm-fence,  and  in  a  sbort  time  completed  a 
»ery  tolerable  enclosure  for  our  horses.  L.  then 
look  liis  rifle  and  went  over  tlie  hill  after  a  deer, 
while  I,  practising  upon  the  lessons  in  domestic 
economy  learned  at  the  negro's  hut  in  the  morn- 
ing, proceeded  to  prepare  some  corn  with  which, 
for  the  use  of  our  horses,  we  had  before  filled  our 
saddle-bags.  Several  hours  elapsed  before  I  heard 
the  cheering  whoop  of  my  friend  ringing  through 
the  glen ;  but  he  came  emptyhaoded,  having  seen 
game  of  no  description  during  his  tramp.  Tbe 
pressure  of  hunger,  with  the  prospect  of  such  a 
slender  larder,  compelled  us  forthwith  to  break 
up  housekeeping.     We  left  our  lonely  mansion, 

» however,  with  some  regret,  for  the  perfect  seclu- 
idon  it  afforded  made  it  the  gem  of  country -bouses. 
It  Uy  there  secreted  in  the  forest  like  a  beaver- 
bap  in  a  cane-brake,  defying  the  wood-demon 
himself  to  find  it,  unless  he  bad  set  his  hoof  in. 

was  after   nightfall  that,   by  following  the 


IM 
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■■Mr^aow,  •«  wii««d  wilh  much  diflliciillT  « 
a  ■■■her  of  eatlowJ  fidds,  wbere  a  ihriving  or- 
dHd,  ^id  a  larp  herd  of  cattle  gathering  srooBd 
ike  fraC  fr^ae  bam  we  had  eocoaDtered  aiooag 
ifci^  wU  fe^h,  adicatai  a  d^ree  of  comfivt  to 
wftkh  we  had  Vm^  been  stnngers. 

A  Miiffiag  of  aenateea  wn  engaged  in  letting 
don  the  baa  for  the  cattle  to  pass  as  we  rode 
Of  to  the  rmdotan.  Be  wu  a  ««ll-tnade  yuuai; 
■DaabMHer,  with  i  fresh  complexioQ  and  cicv 
ih  n  I  aiiaed  tj^i  has  open  hunting-sbtrt  rerraBag 
a  chest  of  the  finest  proportions,  while  ibe  lanj; 
jcfiow  eutk  that  shaded  either  side  of  his  open 
caaotCHBcr  ftU  upon  a  pair  of  shoulders  « 
ifiHC  bnadth  woold  have  done  do  disc 
the  figure  at  the  brawov  Cretan,  when  the  fl 
of  that  noted  render  of  oaks  was 
gnstlr.  An  these  obserraiions  I  had  1 
wake  when  more  at  home  with  the  | 
family  U  vfaidi  t  am  about  to  intniduof  vou. 
Bot  the  make  and  nuen  at  this  }' 
faith  an  exdsmaCion  ( 


r  oompaoioa  t 


«w  him. 


*  I  rcckoo  if  we  can't  accocnmodate  ; 

',  no  one  else  can  henabaul^**  rrplicd  the  y 

D  to  our  request  for  shelter  for  the  nighl ; 
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I  tote  your^  | 


Iiitch  your  nags  by  the  door,  and  I 'I 
plunder  into  the  house  presently.'" 

Approaching  the  dwelling,   which   ' 
story  building  in  the  nhape  of  an  L,  we  saw  a  fat  |  ] 
old  woman  in  cap  and  spectacles  knitting  in  the., 
doorway,  while   a   tall  gawky-looking  female  of,  I 
above  five-and-twenty  was  engaged  in  spinning  by 
her  side.     The  old  lady  s^id  that  the  good  man  . 

out,  hut  she  supposed  we  might  slay  fur  the,, I 
night ;  while  the  daughter  ushered  us  into  a  large.^  J 

nscoted  apartment,  (he  beams  of  which  were| 
almost   covered  with    bunches  of  yam,  hanks  of  ^ 
coarse  thread,  and  other  similar  products  of  do- 
mestic  industry  suspended    from  them ;  while  a  ,  ] 
quantity  of  bed  and  table-linen,   and  homespun  ,^  I 
frocks  and  long  stockings,  enough  to  have  fitted  ,1 
out   half  a    dozen    rustic    wardrobes,   filled    the   , 
■helves  and  hooks  in  two   recesses  on  one  side  of 
the  apartment,  and  faced  a  couple  of  bedsteads 
«ilh  neat  dimity  curtains,  which  occupied  the  cor- jkfl 
le^nding  recesses  on  the  other  side.     Add  an  d 

iken  table  or  two,   half-a-dozen   rush- bottomed  ; 

lairs,  and  a  couple  of  long  rifles  with  powdcr- 
Iwrn  and  bullet-pouch,  suspended  upon  a  buck's 
jBitlers  over  the  large  fireplace,  and  I  believe  you 

,ve  the  full  physiognomy  of  the  great  room  of 


TUE    FAMILY. 


the  house:  which,  with  the  addilion  of  a  (n 
striogs  of  dried  peaches  over  the  manlelpiMs,  • 
raji^-carpet  01)  the  floor,  and  the  substitutioa  of  i 
loDg  duckiog-gun,  or  old  (ower-miisket,  in  pbar 
of  the  Kentucky  rifle,  would  correspond  io  rttry 
feature  vith  the  sitUng-rooui  of  a  substantul  Long 
Island  farmer. 

But  the  owners  of  these  hoards  of  bonwtpDO 
wealth  could  never  have  been  mistakea  tot  Ne«- 
Yorkers.  The  group  displayed  an>und  the  fife 
after  the  head  of  the  household  hod  madr  U* 
appearance  was  such  as  the  masters  of  the  Mvdkfi 
time  loved  to  paint;  nor  would  the  elighteal  altt- 
ration  of  costume  he  required  for  tbcni  to  &gan 
in  the  pictures  of  Raphael  or  Reubrandl.  TIm 
females  already  described  were  indeed  dediWdty 
of  the  Flemish  school ;  but  the  thin  and  simwj 
figure  uf  the  bald-beaded  old  man,  mth  his  iMg 
silvery  beard  depending  from  a  oouptciMDCv  wbkfc 
L.  admitted  was  of  as  perfect  a  Rotnan  nwuU  v 
he  had  ever  beheld  in  hts  travel^  and  iowii^ 
almost  down  to  the  girdle  which  kepi  ihe  fadtd 
hunting-shirt  to  his  person,  was  sucb  asllieptft- 
cils of  Italy  alone  have  preserved  upon  tbccattran 
Yet,  remarkable  as  was  the  aspvcc  of  thta  aadcDl 
as  he  first  presente<l  himself  to  ut,  with  half-- 
dozen sons  around  him,  all,  like  himwlf,  in  bdud 
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frocks,  and  sandals  of  raw  bull's  hide,  it  struck 
neither  of  us  as  did  the  appearance  of  a  boy  of 
twelve,  the  youngest  of  tlie  group.  He  was  clad 
like  the  rest,  with  the  exception  of  an  old  broad- 
brimmed  drah  beaver,  turned  up  on  one  side  and 
douched  over  the  left  eye,  with  as  jaunty  an  air  as 
if  the  knowing  fingers  of  swashing  Wildrake  had 
given  it  the  true  cavalier  cut.  But  the  features 
beneath  were  of  another  stamp  than  those  of  the 
Woodstock  gallant,  that  worthy  ruffler  in  King 
Charles's  cause;  they  were  perfectly  regular  and 
of  singular  delicacy,  with  a  complexion  more  trans- 
parent than  that  of  any  female  I  ever  beheld.  In 
fact,  it  was  impossible  to  conceive,  when  you 
looked  at  his  long  tresses  of  gold  floating  away 
from  eyes  of  the  softest  hazel,  that  a  head  of  such 
amazing  beauty  could  belong  4o  other  than  a 
voman.  The  figure  of  the  boy,  though  delicate, 
was,  from  its  perfect  proportions,  which  his  dress 
so  well  developed,  fully  in  keeping  with  his  face. 
The  little  fellow,  as  he  stood  with  arms  folded 
apart  from  the  rest,  leaning  against  the  chimney, 
caught  the  attention  uf  my  companion,  as  an  arm- 
ful of  dry  wood  thrown  upon  the  fire  brought  his 
jtenoD  into  a  sudden  glare  of  light. 

"  What  a  beautiful  boy  !"  exclaimed  L. 
f       "  Why,  yes,  stranger,"  replied  the  old  man,  fol- 
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The  unwonted  luxury  of  clean  sheets  and  a 
leparate  bed  for  each  kept  L.  and  myself  exchang- 
ing  congratulations  from   opposite   sides  of  our 
apartment  long  after  we  had  retired ;  while,  weary 
as  we  were,  we  could  not  help  lying  awake  for 
some  time,  comparing  our  observations  upon  the 
primitive  circle  into  which  we  had  fallen.     But  at 
last   the  wooden   clock,  which  through    Yankee 
enterprise  had  found  its  way  to  this  remote  glen, 
struck  the  hour  of  ten,  and  the  whole  household 
being  long  since  asleep,  we  suppressed  the  mur- 
mur of  our  voices,  and  were  soon  dreaming  with 
the  rest. 


LETTKB  XXXVIII. 

Goow  CiwkSak-woA^  Eaitack]r,  Afint  14ll^  tSU. 
If  you  look  upoo  the  pocket-map  yckpt  "  IV 
Tn«<dWs  Guide  througfa  the  L'nitnl  StaXn,"  jtM 
wiH  see  sootevhere  about  the  sources  of  tbc  me 
Keoluckj  •  place  callaj  Mutcbesler,  with  m  bmd 
hi(^««]r  nurked  as  ruDaiog  through  it ;  the  tarn 
boi^  the  idratical  £fK>t  from  which  I  dow  milr 
to  yon,  aod  tb«  route  thither  90  hnmdiy  indkaied 
upoo  paper,  the  identical  path  atoDg  the  mkj 
cha&nels  of  brook^  aod  up  and  down  deefi*iliB 
uwxNMcious  of  a  pidiaxe,  which  we  have  laaJf 
been  tnv^ug. 

The  post-town  of  Manchester  (what  a  na- 
temptible  poverty  ofinTenttoa  ts  displayed  erm- 
wbere  throughout  the  L'nioD  in  barrowing  ihr 
□ameo  of  places  fifty  times  over  1}  consisti  of  abeal 
hatf-a^ozen  indifTerently-built  houses pitdwd  ken 
and  there  u|>on  a  pretty  knoll,  which  is  wa*h«)  oa 
two  sides  by  a  broad  am)  deep  xlrentn  that  wmdi 
through  B  romantic  valley,  and  is  lost  at  last  amocf 
ttie  precipitous  hills  by  which  the 
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rrounded.  The  place  sprang  suddenly  into  ex- 
ce  at  the  first  establishment  of  the  salt-works 
s  neighbourhood  many  years  since,  and  has 
I  believe,  for  more  than  a  generation  ra- 
I  in  ttalu  quo.  The  paint  —  if  it  were  ever 
—has  long  been  worn  off  the  houses ;  and  the 
ingest  niftn  in  the  town  lielongs  as  much  to  a 
I  that  has  passed  as  does  the  grey  and 
jatlered  dwelling!;  in  which  he  first  drew  breath, 
r  regular  outlay  of  small  sums  for  the  little 
1  required  by  some  hundred  labourers 
Uployed  in  the  salt-works  keeps  life  flickering 
e  or  two  small  stores ;  and  the  same  quantum 
f  capital  is  probably  the  circulating  medium  of 
whole  place.  The  dozing  inhabitants  are  cer- 
a  of  having  the  use  of  it,  and  pretty  certain  of 
'  no  more;  and  having  no  market  but  that 
:  doors,  and  that  being  sufficient  to  keep 
r\'ation  out  of  the  threshold,  their  enclosures  all 
took  like  the  patrimony  of  Rip  Van  Winkle ;  and 
young  Rip,  when  his  waking  father  beheld  his 
slouching  figure  leaning  against  the  tree,  was  not 
more  like  old  Rip  than  are  the  Goose  Creekers 
like  both  of  them. 

Il  \«  DOW  about  ten  o'clock,  and  looking  out  of 
the  window,  in  front  of  which  I  am  writing,  I 
can  see  a  dozen  of  these   induslrious  burghers 
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dawdling  About  a  b.-ir-rooiu  oppusiie.  No  Mwad 
r>f  riot  or  obhtrcperous  mirth  coined  thence ;  ad 
weTQ  it  not  Tor  the  guttural  chuckle  that  gnr^ 
now  and  then  from  the  burly  person  of  tny  UmL 
lord,  you  would  hardly  know-  that  tliey  were  lallr 
ing.  They  arc  just  now  chauging  their  poution, 
to  study  the  points  of  that  eorry-tooktog  vaf, 
whose  gummy  lips,  green  with  bair-cheirnl  graa, 
seem  sagging  to  the  sand  as  his  hollo*  ueck  draofM 
to  the  full  length  of  his  bri<lle.  Ao  liour  baa 
the  steed  will  still  stand  where  be  is,  but  ihegmif 
around  him  will  have  advanced  with  ibe  bhadowi 
!4>me  five  yards  beyond  the  eaves ;  you  amy  ihut 
Mse  them  curiously  grouped  upon  the  clump  af  lop 
which  form  a  primitive  kind  of  »tile  to  iha  fcnti 
before  the  door,  and  the  morning  miiili  which  tifll 
hangs  upon  the  hills  around,  haTtng  by  thai  timt 
diKappared,  they  will  be  in  less  doubt  afaoitt  iki 
weather. 

I'he  appeuroDce  of  two  well -mounted  sad  ibi 
roiiglily-equip]>ed  travellers  has  caused  quite  * 
sensation  in  the  tillage.  The  idea  uf  jktkiqs  tra- 
velling from  motives  of  liberal  curiuMty  caiittil 
enter  into  the  brains  of  tJie  inhabiiaDls  ;  tbry  iniil 
upon  setting  down  uiy  couifnnioa  and  myttM  Wt 
Yankee  {Ktllars;  and  as  ihe  faniiliaritr  of  ika 
people  has  already  afTiirded  uh  k  ^ood  fleal  of  <)irirt 
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diversion,  we  are  at  no  pains  to  dispel  the  illusion. 
A  villager  asked  me  yesterday,  while  looking  at 
my  fowling-piece,  if  I  had  "  no  more  of  them 
left  f  wbile  another  inquired  what  price  I  '*  set 
upon  the  remaining  one?"  the  first  question  im. 
plying,  I  suppose,  that  we  had  been  driving  a 
trade  in  guns  through  the  country  ;  and  the  lost 
presuming,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  a  Yankee 
hod  no  use  for  fire-arms,  "  Are  there  any  gen- 
tlemen, sir,  among  the  Yankees?"  asked  quite  a 
decern- looking  man  of  me  this  morning.  I  {ooked 
St  the  fellow.  *'  I  hope  no  ofl'ence,  sir,"  he  added ; 
"  I  mean  by  gentlemen,  planters  and  such-like, 
thai  live  as  gentlemen  do  here."  —  "  If  you  ask 
(or  information,  my  friend,  I  have  never  lived 
uaoDg  the  Yankees ;  but "  —  <•  To  be  sure  there 
«re,"  interrupted  an  old  Irishman  sitting  by; 
"  «nd  two  gentlemen  to  one  to  what  there  is 
here.""^"  Well,  you  see,  stranger,  I  thought  they 
were  ell  pedlars :  but  how  comes  you  to  deny  your 
country,  if  it  isn't  after  all  among  the  leavings 
of  Nature's  work  ?"  I  answered  that  1  was  from 
the  state  of  New-York.  "  And  what  now  do  you 
call  that  but  a  part  of  Yankee-land  ?"  replied  this 
intrltigent  yeoman.  Just  then  I  heard  mine  host, 
who  wants  but  an  inch  or  two  added  to  his  long 
jacket  to  turn  it  into  a  doublet,  and  qualify  him 


of  Jack  Falstaff, 


-  * 


old  Bonif  BeCy  dapping  on 
CK  i*n»^Mw>  a  IhhimI  lifkfii  fieDov  that  stood  in 

*s  Yankee  and  Datchee?  the 

oking  oo  the  table,  nod  I 

gc  tti&g  a  jfiaw  «f  eool  fiqiiar  with  them  beCoR 

:gaiiflnm.   Ak!  there*sarritoiit  fifle^crackcr: 

mj  fao^y**  added  he,  as  L 
-«ad  da  to  ne,  ^  Ynaker, 
of  oU  peach  with  usbeltne 
it  icfidies  !  down  with  it 
jii;  ic  wQa*t  aim  ahMrof  Toarhcad;  I'*Tewadi- 
ed  BIT  nuock  with  it  these  faftr  Tears.  And  nov, 
a  19  £amet  while  the  faaooo  "s  hoc** 

sabjtBcts  for  obsei  latioo  in  tins 
ieciuded  awk  cf  the  worU  there  is  a  negro  idiot* 
of  shout  :2steett«  who  cadufaits  in  his  person  the 
BBost  linjtnlsi  sport  of  natvre  that  I  erer  bebeU. 
He  is  exceedsghr  loag^^nncd,  with  hroad  itf 
palsBs  and  bnk  ingets^  which  make  his  hancb  look 
hke  the  chiws  of  some  wild  animal ;  while  crerr 
motion  of  his  hmhs  and  body  has  precisely  tknt 
fumbling  character  which  pertains  to  the 
of  a  bear.  There  is  a  brook  hard-br  the 
to  which  the  hogs  somefimes  come  ont  of  the 
woods    to    wallow,    when 
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_  ihedi 


creature  sallies  nearly  naked  from  the  kitchen- 
door  to  meet  them.  He  soothes  the  half-wild 
swioi!  with  uDcauth  sounds  nearly  resembling 
thedr  on-n ;  and  as  they  retire  to  sun  themselves 
leath  the  rocky  bank  of  the  rivulet,  you  may 
him  creeping  along  its  ledges  on  all-fours, 
psusiDg  the  whiles  to  swing  his  long  arms  to  and 
fro,  and  then,  finally,  coiling  himself  to  rest 
atnong  their  miry  bodies.  My  landlord,  to  whom 
this  unfortunate  being  belongs,  tells  a  story  of 
the  boy's  mother  having  been  frightened  by  a  pet 
bear;  to  which,  I  need  hardly  say,  all  credence  is 
^v0n  in  the  neighbourhood. 

To-morrow,  after  spending  several  days  here,  I 
shall  bid  adieu  to  the  curiosities  of  Goose  Creek, 
and  part  with  the  companion  to  whom  1  have  been 
lately  indebted  for  so  many  agreeable  hours.  L,, 
1  bcliere,  returns  by  another  route  to  Lexington, 
for  it  is  almost  impossible  to  take  care  of  man  and 
horse  on  the  road  by  which  we  came.  7'he  people 
are  miserably  poor  among  these  wild  hills,  and  the 
■mall  snatches  of  soil  which  they  cultivate  on  the 
banks  of  tlie  streams  are  hardly  large  enough  to 
produce  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  country  is, 
however,  exceedingly  healthful ;  and,  having  no 
newspapers    circulating    among    them,   and   but 

rely  seeing  a   traveller,    they  live  on   in  uiter 


19»  A  BUT. 

~«U  Kaaucfc'  wmli  «6  nock  fsvour  ■»  the 
VBiHiB  «kB  fUeft  o««  Ids  tkooaaod  Cu  wrctii 
ife  fiiot  ii^MS  «f  KcWDcky.  Tbne  pmDidn 
pi^ie  S««  Jimilhn  in  lag-4iau;  aad  you  nuf 
(av»  floaeideftcf  their  esUeiBe  poverty.  CramoHt 
hda(  Bllff^  laabk  a  our  last  dsj's  ri^  to  pn>- 
eae  giatt  if  aa^  awt  fix  our  hones,  or  rtcn  * 
■■■AM  tf  tomA  far  cittnriTe&. 

W«  pttjtLj  forward  over  ihe  mact  n^ged  nad, 
ftaa  •alf  B  the  moemag  dll  long  aArr  bodq.  br- 
■KMUMcwerrhowethUM  would  find  rdroh- 


1  IB  iead  Ottt  dred  bvotts  upon  tb«oof»- 
<sh»«iA«h>A  vehsd  fikd  our  pockettin  tk 


I 


eiathe  deqi  Anac,  ad 
r  ID  the  ByiMdoaf  wild  Idv- 
«n  ikM  hnt  srar  its  cwnoL  Oar  twofiutUd 
osMfaNMUb  J'mcJ  of  thof  eqwipncBts.  vtrt 
trtfend  WNT,  md  after  cakkiit «  bit*  of  ibe  loMg 
fiMs  vhkh  grrm  moami  the  rmu  of  the  tttf*, 
«««y  cw  aad  Moa  thrwl  thdr  ooks  laimdi 
■^  and  >hnoj  far  nan  cf  the  Ktatcful  fijul  otdi 
«hkh  «c  hod  Ptonrtljr  MtpfWin)  then.  Our  hird 
ridhift  hod  gi<«a  t»  fuU  too  bount  to  *fmne,  ami 
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the  disposition  to  enjoy  them  as  the  spot  suggest- 
ed ;  the  sheltering  foliage  above — the  murmuring 
brook  hard-by  —  the  grass  softer  than  sleep* — 
what  could  be  more  inviting  ?  But  suddenly,  the 
green  thatch  above  seemed  to  cast  a  deeper  shade, 
the  squirrel  ceased  his  pranks  upon  the  fallen 
beech-tree  near,  the  red-bird  stiUed  his  whistle, 
the  woods  were  silent  as  death,  and  the  sickly 
odour  that  stole  from  the  flowers  was  rank  as  if 
they  grew  upon  a  sepulchre. 

The  day  had  been  excessively  warm ;  but  now, 
without  a  breath  of  air  stirring,  the  atmosphere 
seemed  to  have  become  damp  and  clammy  as  the 
air  of  a  dungeon.  We  heard  an  ancient  tree  fall : 
they  sometimes  fall,  as  every  woodman  knows, 
when  nature  is  calm  around,  and  their  destruction 
is  no  prognostic  of  a  coming  tempest ;  but  the  crash 
of  this  one  broke  upon  the  still  scene  like  thunder. 
Its  echoes  seemed  to  rend  the  cloud  above  us ;  for 
straightways,  peal  on  peal,  the  bolts  went  rattling 
by,  as  if  the  whole  of  Heaven's  artillery  were  in 
the  fi^ld.  But  we  were  mounted  and  miles  on  our 
way  before  a  drop  of  rain  descended.  It  seemed 
as  if  it  were  held  back  to  let  one  element  do  its 
work  alone,  for  the  lightning  flashed  with  such 
fierce  rapidity  that  the  very  air  seemed  burning 

••  **  Herba  moUior  somno. ^-^Virgil. 
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with  it;  I  could  almost  fancy  that  it  played 
around  my  horse^s  feet,  and  pierced  the  ground 
beneath  them.  And  now  the  rain  began  to  fall  io 
torrents,  while  the  sudden  blast  that  swept  it  in 
blinding  sheets  against  us  came  crashing  through 
the  forest  like  a  tornado.  Bending  low  in  the 
saddle  to  clear  the  whirring  branches,  we  lerelled 
our  guns  lest  they  should  attract  the  lightning, 
and  spurring  our  terrified  horses,  dashed  through 
the  woods  at  a  rate  which  soon  carried  us  beyond 
the  danger  of  the  driving  boughs ;  and  fording  t 
rapid  creek,  whose  waters  were  already  turbid 
with  the  growing  freshet,  were  glad  to  get  safe  in 
our  present  quarters,  just  as  the  night  closed  in. 

P.  S.  Tj  tells  me,  that  in  hunting  yesterday 

morning  on  a  hill-side  along  our  route,  he  counted 
five  places  where  the  lightning  had  struck. 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 


Cumberland  Gap,  April  ITtli,  IBM. 
,  The  moniuig  mist  was  yet  hanging  over  the 
E<Hp1w>d,  on  the  day  that  I  left  Manchester,  as  L. 
and  I,  after  receiving  the  hearty  farewell  of  our 
jovial  host  Uncle  Tommy,  crossed  the  little  brook 
that  flowed  near  our  quarters,  and  proceeded  on 
our  separate  journeys.  Our  roads  parted  at  the 
base  of  a  steep  wooded  hill  or  mountain ;  and  long 
after  our  lost  adieus  were  exchanged,  as  we  wound 
around  its  shaggy  side  iu  opposite  directions,  our 
horses  manifested  the  stroDg  mutual  friendship 
they  had  contracted,  by  continuing  to  echo  each 
other's  neighs  till  the  sound  of  their  hoofs  liad  died 
ID  the  distance,  and  the  interchange  of  regretful 
feeling  could  soothe  their  ears  no  more.  My  sym- 
pathy for  my  bereaved  Bucephalus  was,  however, 
I  will  confess,  almost  swallowed  up  in  concern  for 
myself,  as  I  felt  how  much  I  should  miss  my  late 
nplished  companion  among  the  wild  and  grand 
scenes  I  was  about  to  visit. 


I 


I  had  then  o 


at  romantic  ride  of  seventeen 
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mUes  along  the  most  UDromantically  named  ^^Gooae 
Creek  ;'*^  which,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  keeps  iU 
way  as  heroically  and  gracefully  among  the  savagt 
cliffs  and  soft  meadows  that  by  turns  scowl  upon 
or  dally  with  its  waters,  as  if  it  bad  been  happier 
in  its  godfathers :  but  you  know,  one  sometimei 
finds  a  Snooks  with  the  soul  of  a  Marion,  and  sees 
the  ankles  of  a  Vestris  supporting  a  EUgginbottom. 
In  the  course  of  this  ride  I  saw  several  estabiith- 
ments  for  the  manufacture  of  salt,  in  rather  t 
flourishing  condition  ;  but  the  cottagers  along  mj 
bridle-path,  for  the  road  was  but  little  more, 
seemed  as  poorly  o£P  in  this  world^s  goods  as  dmmI 
of  those  in  this  district  whom  I  have  had  occasioo 
to  mention. 

At  last,  coming  out  upon  the  state  road,  a  very 
tolerable  inn  greeted  my  eyes :  there  was  a  white 
man  reading  a  newspaper  in  front  of  the  house,  and 
a  negro  groom  at  the  porch  to  take  my  borse; 
and  these  being  the  first  indigenous  reader  and 
ostler  I  had  seen  for  some  time,  I  could  not  bul 
congratulate  myself  upon  the  promising  aspect 
of  things.     My  expectations  were  realized  in  a  ca- 
pital breakfast,   which  was  soon  set  before  me; 
during  which,  while  chatting  with  the  good  woman 
of  the  house,  as  she  poured  out  my  coffee,  and 
pressed  me  now  to  take  another  egg,  and  now  to  try 
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ft  little  more  of  the  smoked  venison,  1  learned  that 
the  family  had  been  driven  from  Lexington  last 
■ummer  by  cholera,  after  losing  eleven  out  of  their 
number.  The  rest  of  that  day^s  ride,  though  not 
a  \ireek  has  yet  intervened,  is  now,  from  the  rapid 
succession  of  the  various  beautiful  scenes  that 
opened  upon  me,  too  coiifused  in  memory  for  me 
to  attempt  particular  description. 

I  have  before  given  you  the  general  features  of 
the  scenery  in  this  region,  and  I  must  leave  you  to 
imagine  those  sharp  conical  hills,  or  miniature 
mountains,  I  have  so  often  lately  spoken  of,  gra- 
dually swelling  in  magnitude  until  they  insensibly 
deserve  the  name  of  mountains,  and  so  attaching 
themselves  by  degrees  to  the  Cumberland  chain, 
that  they  at  last  become  almost  embodied  with  it, 
and  claim  kindred  with  the  majestic  AUeghanies. 
That  there  is  some  distinction  still  kept  up,  how- 
ever, in  their  ranges,  you  may  gather  from  the  re- 
ply of  a  countryman  of  whom  I  asked  the  road, 
when  somewhat  puzzled  once  among  the  various 
defiles  —  **  I  reckon  you  don**!  go  this  road  very 
often,  stranger?  for  it  is  as  plain  as  the  first  sight 
on  a  rifle  !•  Well,  now,  you  know  where  Major 
Douglases  bam  is  ?  That  ^s  it  across  the  road ; 
you  just  take  that  on  your  left  hand,  and  go  ahead 

*  Tlie  long  western  rifle  has  three  sight-pieces  on  the  barrel. 
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b.  I  allow,  tbcB,  voa  wm 
tmke  yoader  knob  on  joar  right  akooUer,  nrf 
carry  it  tfll  it  joins  tbc  ri^e  about  two  arik»  fina 
bm ;  Tou  Bar  tbm  keep  tbe  ridgv  in  thv  a^ 
fbn  {riMktl,  oamj  right  sbimldm)  till  it  dip 
iMo  the  Bouniaiii  ^Fvnder."  This  itlea  of  uar^Kg 
a  knob  or  hiU  on  oac-"^  Aoulder  tiU  it  bmonwa  ■ 
iDouataiti  no  doabt  is  barreved  froin  tbe  vortliT 
Cretan  who  carried  a  eatf  till  ii  became  a  bull 
Milo's  task  was,  bowevcr.  minT  boys*  play  to  misc- 
You  may  £u>cy,  as  it  vae  givwing  tate,  bov  1 
whipped  up  tbe  major's  barn  in  my  left  batid.  and 
tiiried  it  aside  like  a  Feather  aAcr  going  tbe  t«o 
hundred  fads — cooocive  metbeo  curling  aty  fia- 
«ers  in  tbe  shag^  panes  on  tbe  top  of  tbe  inD  it- 
■^nated,  and  wmcbing  it  from  its  tucms  as  a  LB- 
bputian  would  a  peanut '.  I  swung^  ibe  giawiag 
thing  over  my  right  shoulder,  till  in  a  portapa  tt 
two  miks  it  swelled  into  a  tnountatnoua  ridge,  not 
dropped  my  burtben  till  it  could  naod  akae  ■  taSi- 
^Town  mountain. 

1  was  now  riding  along  the  banks  of  tbo  Cas- 
berUnd  river,  and  tlie  moonbeaina  bad  abandv 
b^un  to  silver  tha  cliffs  ibat  bend  over  iu  btau- 
tiful  waters,  when  1  reached  the  aUhnui  fad 
whose  romantic  banks  bare  been  so  wdl  dewribed 
in  one  at  Hall's  Western  legeoda.     The  atnam 
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Rfeoked  broad  and  deep  ;  and  advancing  into  its  full 
current,  where  tlie  moon,  touching  a  slight  ripple, 
indicated,  as  I  thought,  a  zigzag  pathway,  my 
saddle  was  thoroughly  wetted  before  I  heard  a 
warning  voice  on  the  opposite  side,  directing  me 
tu  head  the  stream,  and  puEh  fof  another  point 
than  that  which  I  had  immediately  in  view. 

A  glance  at  the  foaming  rifts  over  my  right 
Moulder  gave  me,  I  confess,  every  disposition  to 
baet  upon  the  advice  with  all  alacrity;  and  soon 
P^g«ining  shoaler  water,  I  was  much  provoked  to 
leu-n  from  my  friendly  cautioner,  as  he  approached 
the  bank  to  receive  me,  that  I  might  have  escaiied 
m  partial  ducking  by  availing  myself  of  a  ferry 
within  a  mile  of  the  place  where  I  had  crossed  the 
stream.  A  western  man  never  thinks  of  directing 
a  mounted  traveller  to  such  a  convenience,  unlesti 
(he  stream  be  otherwise  impassable. 

I  passed  the  night  at  a  capital  inn  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  water's  edge  ;  and  the  morrow's 
dawn  still  carried  my  route  along  the  picturesque 
Cumberland.  The  advance  of  the  season  had 
become  rapidly  apparent  as  1  proceede<l  south- 
wardly. The  foliage  was  richer,  and  of  a  deeper 
dye;  and  a«  the  morning  light  shot  athwart  the 
crags  above  me,  and  glanced  on  the  gloesy  tnag- 
that  fringed  the  river's  brink,  nothing  could 


)ie  iMve  hemnlaiak  tbu  dK  cmatra^  of  diadef 
whu^  the  dfi^  IITbcb  of  the  tammng  hemlocks 
and  iIk  1^^  leaves  of  the  buck-eye  mod  paw-jww 
flfiorded.  1  heyansooa  to  jttc>eDdAMMMmt«in,idl 
there  too  the  .decap  woods  jdPonled  other  okgects  of 
inteRHit.  1^  jiquiiiris  pranked  k  awmy  amoog 
the  leaij  bon^rhs  as  Jterdj  near  ne  as  if  vfaoBj 
free  from  fearz  die  tinod  rahfak  nade  the  latt 
year'^  leaves  nifldew  a^  afiighted  br  the  aonnd  of 
my  honie'^  hoo&,  he  darted  facBcath  his  hoAj 
coveru — and  xbe  MUhM  mod  ipoUUmiaged  vood- 
perker  played  iearlesslT  ahoyt  aay  path^  vUk 
ihe  woodwool  es  abirhted  like  taaae  pigeons  ia  the 
road,  or  fiuucred  iat  miles  akaig  it.  £iiiei|:iiif 
fram  this  iioresa — miiefY  masT  a  tree  ^ncNild  throw 
n  coiluina  of  sinetT  iieet  shaft  dbore  thickets  lick 
mitfa  the  white  hlo^tdoiB  ef  the  dog^wood  and  the 
deic^p  vcniure  of  the  staip-afifde^a  isde  ci  i 
nile  or  two  thivn|sh  a  facaotiftil  uDdulacnif;  aai- 
phiibcaxnr  hnui^i^  ne  to  the  base  of  the  Ci^ 
herhuid  ^ioumaias.  Their  nafarokefi  chaia  ex* 
tmded  far  awtv  oo  dther  sidcw  to  the  aortk- 
etA  or  iioutb«wesi«  frosa  *^  The  t'^ap**  in  fnmt  of 
x&e,  mhich  is  1  heiietY,  the  otthr  defie  br  whidi 
ther  are  pasaeii.  This  notch  ia  the  ncvky  ridfe^ 
thcN2|:h  its  ades  ai>f  50  iteiep  as  to  appear  as  if 
wora  away  by  the  actioD  of  vafeer,  is  tfill  so  de- 
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vated  above  the  adjacent  country  as  to  afford  a 
prospect  of  the  grandest  description.  Whichever 
way  the  eye  turns,  its  view  is  terminated  by 
wooded  summits :  but  the  Cumberland  chain  it- 
self is  so  narrow  that  you  can  almost  see  the  base 
CD  either  side,  while  the  intermediate  distances 
between  it  and  the  detached  heights  around  are 
filled  with  meadows,  and  orchards,  and  bright 
streams,  and  craggy  promontories,  blended  to- 
gether in  the  most  picturesque  confusion. 

It  was  my  last  look  at  beautiful  Kentucky,  and 
I  lingered  on  the  magnificent  landscape,  as  the 
breeze  of  day  became  hushed  upon  the  hill-side, 
till  the  growing  twilight  shut  it  from  my  view. 
It  was  my  last  look  at  beautiful  Kentucky, — and 
I  could  not  but  recall,  while  slowly  turning  my 
borse^s  head  from  the  setting  sun,  the  emotions 
which  the  patriarch  Boone  has  recorded,  when 
that  bold  adventurer  first  pushed  beyond  the 
mountains,  and  at  the  same  golden  hour,  and 
perhaps  from  the  very  height  where  I  was  then 
standing,  looked  down  upon  the  wilderness  of 
tufted  blossoms  before  him.* 

*  ^*  After  a  long  and  diguing  journey  through  a  mountaiii- 
oos  wilderness,  in  a  westward  direction,  I  at  last,  from  the  top 
of  an  eminence,  saw  with  pleasure  the  beautiful  land  of  Ken- 
tacky.  *  *  It  was  in  June ;  and  at  the  close  of  day  the  gentle 
gales  retired,  and  left  the  place  to  the  disposal  of  a  profound 
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The  whippoorwill  was  already  begiDning  to  call 
from  the  hill-side,  when  I  reached  the  little  inn 
from  which  I  write,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain ; 
and  the  smooth  cascade  that  glides  over  a  tall 
cliff  in  the  rear  of  the  house  shone  amid  the  dusky 
cedars  like  a  pitkr  of  light  beneath  the  uprisiog 
moon. 

Such  a  spot  is  not  to  be  met  with  every  day  of 
one^s  life ;  and  I  determined,  as  soon  as  I  found  I 
could  be  accommodated  in  the  inn,  to  spend  some 
time  in  looking  arouud  me.  I  have  been  amply 
repaid  by  passing  a  day  in  exploring  the  finest 
cavern  I  have  ever  beheld.  But  as  it  is  worthy  of 
a  letter  by  itself,  I  will  endeavour  to  describe  it 
in  my  next. 

calm.  Not  a  breeze  shook  the  most  tremulous  leaf.  I  had  gained 
the  summit  of  a  commandiog  ridge,  and,  looldiig  round  with 
astonishing  delight,  beheld  the  ample  plains,  the  beanteoas 
tracts  below.  *  *  *  Nature  was  here  a  series  of  wonders,  and 
a  fund  of  delight.     Here  she  displayed  her  ingenuity  and  in- 
dustry in  a  variety  of  flowers  and  fruits,  beautifully  coloured, 
elegantly  shaped,  and  charmingly  flavoured ;  and  I  was  divcftsd 
with  innumerable  animals  presenting  themselves  cootinoaUy 
before  my  view.  ♦  ♦  •  The  buffaloes  were   more  frequent 
than  I  have  seen  cattle  in  the  settlements,  browsing  on  the 
leaves  of  the  cane,  or  cropping  the  herbage  on  these  extensivt 
plains,  fearless  because  ignorant  ofroan.^ — [Narrative  of  Colo- 
nel Daniel  Boone,  from  his  first  arrival  in  Kentucky  in  1769, 
to  the  year  1782.] 
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LETTER  XL. 

Cumberland  Gap,  April  8tb,  1834. 

There  are  three  or  four  houses  within  as  many 
hundred  yards  of  the  little  inn  at  which  I  am  stay- 
ing ;  but  this  appears  to  be  the  only  tenanted  one 
in  the  neighbourhood.  It  lies  upon  the  edge  of  a 
grove  of  pines,  facing  the  road,  with  a  green  mea- 
dow on  one  side,  and  the  crags  of  the  Cumberland 
range  impending  immediately  over  it  on  the  other. 
The  dividing  lines  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
Virginia  here  intersect  each  other ;  and  the  trian- 
gular section  thus  made  on  the  confines  of  these 
three  *^  sovereign  and  independent  states,"*^  is  re- 
puted  to  be  a  sort  of  neutral  ground,  so  far  as  the 
operation  of  the  laws  of  either  is  concerned.  A 
gang  of  counterfeiters  and  coiners  of  false  money 
are  said  to  have  their  workshops  among  the  deep 
glens  adjacent.  I  am  told  that  they  mingle  with 
the  people  in  the  most  impudent  manner.*     Their 

*  Whimsically  enough,  the  individual  who  gave  the  writer 
this  information  subsequently  palmed  a  copper  dollar  upon 
him. 
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the  entrance,  and  supplying  myself  with  a  long 
pole  to  steady  my  descent  down  the  first  steep,  we 
entered  the  mouth  of  the  cave.  A  few  steps  in 
tbe  shallow  water  at  the  bottom  led  to  a  sudden 
turn,  where  the  daylight  was  at  once  excluded ; 
and  uniting  our  torches  together,  to  throw  their 
collected  light  in  advance,  we  discovered  that  we 
oould  only  continue  our  route  by  entering  a  deep 
pool  about  breast-high,  which  lay  clear  as  crystal 
before  us.  In  the  middle  of  this  pool  a  detached 
crag  hung  from  above,  so  near  to  the  water'*s  edge 
as  to  skreen  the  path  beyond ;  and  before  entering 
the  water  I  sent  one  of  the  party  ahead  to  ascer- 
tain whether  there  was  any  dry  footing  beyond. 
He  shrunk  at  first  from  the  icy  water ;  but  after 
pausing  a  moment,  when  it  threatened  to  reach 
his  shoulders,  soon  disappeared  behind  the  cur- 
tain ;  and  listening  to  his  splashes  a  moment  or 
two  longer,  we  were  glad  at  last  to  hear  his  call  to 
•*  come  on." 

Our  path  in  advance  did  not  seem  to  improve 
much,  however,  as  we  gained  the  point  proposed ; 
for,  after  advancing  a  few  paces  over  a  floor  of 
rock  and  sand,  another  pool,  still  broader,  and 
almost  of  equal  depth,  lay  yet  before  us, — ce  H*est 
que  le  premier  pas^  &c. — and  so  we  went  ahead, 
while  our  route  through  this  damp  and  narrow 
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gallery  soon  terminated  in  a  lofty  and  dry  dita> 
ber  some  fifteen  feet  in  diameter.  This  was  calkd 
**  The  Fire-room,**^  and  here  we  proceeded  to 
kindle  some  fuel  brought  with  us,  and  prepare  ftr 
our  farther  advance  into  these  dark  domains.  Oa 
the  upper  side  of  this  chamber,  whose  floor  was  a 
rough  inclined  plane  of  about  forty-five  degreoi 
there  was  a  narrow  hole  called  **The  BksC,^ 
barely  large  enough  for  the  admission  of  a  maa'i 
body.  Through  this  aperture  the  wind  rushed 
with  such  force  as  actually  to  bewilder  one,  and  of 
course  extinguish  a  torch  instantly  when  plaeed  in 
contact  with  it.  The  passage  it  afforded  ran  ia 
an  upward  direction,  and  was  about  five  yards  ia 
length.  Having  supplied  himself  with  a  brand 
from  the  fire,  our  principal  guide  led  the  way 
through  the  crevice,  and  we  successively  followed, 
crawling  after  him  on  our  hands  and  knees. 

This,  I  confess,  was  rather  disagreeable;  but 
when  the  torches  were  again  lit,  and  I  could 
look  around  me,  I  felt  myself  amply  repaid. 
The  apartment,  which  from  its  smooth,  dome- 
like roof  is  called  ^^  The  Oven,"''  would  cover  aa 
area,  I  should  think,  judging  by  the  imperfect 
light,  of  at  least  forty  feet  diameter ;  though  the 
immense  rocks  which  lie  in  massive  piles  upon  its 
floor  render  it  difficult  to  judge  of  its  dimensions. 
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These  rocks  formed  a  rough  knoll  in  the  centre; 
«nd  dambenog  with  some  difficulty  to  the  top,  we 
pursued  our  way  along  a  rocky  ridge,  whose  pro- 
file might  have  been  borrowed  from  the  external 
features  of  any  of  the  mountains  around-  We 
aeemed,  indeed,  from  the  numerous  rises  and  de- 
icents  along  our  route,  to  be  traversing  the  broken 
Bummil  of  a  mountain,  with  merely  the  roof  of  a 
cave  instead  of  the  canupy  of  heaven  above  us. 

At  length,  however,  we  descended  into  a  long 
narrow  apartment,  called  "  The  Saloon."  It  had 
a  high  square  ceiling  and  a  Urm  floor  of  clay, — 
tiriD  enough,  indeed,  for  the  foot  of  a  dancer. 
This,  I  learned  from  my  guides,  was  the  favourite 
room  of  the  place;  but,  though  certainly  a  most 
comfortable-looking  chamber  for  a  picknick,  I  did 
not  think  it  compared  with  the  apartment  into 
which  I  was  soon  after  ushered.  "The  Gallery 
of  Pillarb^  realized  all  that  1  had  ever  read  of 
tho«e  sparry  halls  that  Hfe  their  glistening  co- 
lumns and  sport  their  fairy  tracery  within  the 
bowela  of  the  earth.  The  form  of  the  grotto  was^ 
so  irregular  that  it  was  nearly  impossible  to  make 
an  estimate  of  its  dimensions.  The  innumerable 
atalaclites,  sometimes  pendent  from  the  roof,  and 
sometimes  raising  themselves  in  single  columns 
from  the  floor,  were  so  clustered  together  and  in- 
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ii^rmingled,  that  the  acliul  walls  of  the  subtem- 
neaa  cbamber  were  excluded  from  view ;  while  thr 
light  of  our  torches,  as  we  waved  ibein  aloft, 
wmild  ai  one  moment  be  redected  back  froni  ■ 
tbuusaad  fretted  poinU,  and  be  tost  the  wxt  n 
some  upward  crevice  that  led  away  th«  bats  aloat 
knew  where. 

But  the  most  striking  object  io  tbU  fairy  aS  v 
yet  to  be  mentioned.  It  was  a  fonnation  alffn 
resetnbling  a  frozen  waterfall,  that  reared  ttsrif  Io 
the  height  of  fif^n  or  twenty  feel,  and  ran  eon- 
pielely  across  one  end  of  the  ehambcr.  Tbecait 
ing  of  the  grotto  was  about  ten  feet  higher.  hA 
the  petrifying  water,  which  was  n€)w  dripping  Ami 
the  hanging  stalactites  above,  had  united  ib^ 
here  and  therewith  the  top  of  this  marble  cncadb 
so  as  to  form  a  tiothic  skreea  of  sparry  painls  ail 
pillars  along  its  otherwise  smooth  KMtid  aunnit 
One  of  the  guides  succeetled  vrttb  the  aid  uf  Ul 
companions  in  staling  the  slippery  elevstioQ,  ■■! 
drawing  his  body  with  difficulty  between  the 
dropping  pillars  that  knit  the  top  of  the  flOB- 
gealed  cascade  to  the  roof  of  the  grotto,  be  db> 
appeared  in  perfect  darkness  iHihiiul  tb*  •knt*. 
A  moment  after  it  seemed  a*  if  a  hundred  lan^ 
were  dancing  in  that  part  of  the  cavern.  He 
had     merely    lighted  a    counle  of  candles    «ilk 
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which  he  was  supplied,  and  placed  them  so  as 
to  be  reflected  from  the  minute  and  interlacing 
fretwork  above. 

There  was  yet  another  chamber  to  be  explored ; 
mod  being  now  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth 
of  the  cave,  it  behoved  us,  if  we  wished  to  derive 
any  benefit  from  our  lights  in  returning,  to  ex- 
pedite our  movements.  Passing,  then,  from  the 
grotto,  the  uneven  floor  of  which  was  partly  paved 
with  truncated  columns  of  spar,  and  partly  strewn 
with  broken  pillars  that  some  barbarous  hands 
had  wrenched  from  their  places,  we  crawled  over 
huge  rocks,  where  the  roof  of  the  cavern  de- 
acended  to  within  three  or  four  feet  of  the  broken 
floor,  and  came  to  a  rugged  declivity,  seamed  by 
deep  and  dark  chasms,  which  rendered  the  descent 
difficult  and  perilous.  When  we  had  gained  the 
bottom  of  this  precipice  and  looked  up,  the  top  of 
the  cavern  was  scarcely  discernible  by  the  light 
of  our  torches.  A  limpid  brook,  about  a  foot  in 
depth,  had  here  channelled  its  way  in  the  smooth 
limestone:  following  it  up  for  a  few  yards,  a 
sudden  turn  brought  us  to  a  long  semicircular  gal- 
lery, about  five  feet  in  height,  and  hardly  more  in 
breadth.  This,  from  the  singular  echoes  it  pro- 
duced, was  called  ^'  The  Music-room  C  and  no 
whispering  gallery  could  supply  a  more  remark- 
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able  phenomenon  of  sound.  Tbe  lowest  tone  of 
voice  produced  a  murmur  that  trembled  throagh 
the  apartment,  like  the  humming  sound  created 
by  striking  upon  the  wood-work  of  a  guitar,— or 
rather,  I  may  assimilate  the  effect  produced  fay 
some  tones,  the  base  ones  particularly,  to  the  low 
notes  which  a  harp  will  send  forth  when  the  keys 
of  a  piano  are  touched  near  it.  I  was  very  sorry 
that  we  had  not  a  musical  instrument  of  some 
kind  with  us,  to  experiment  more  particularly 
upon  these  delicate  and  not  unmelodious  echoes. 
This  room  was  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  crescent, 
and  its  smooth  ceiling  sloped  gradually  at  the  far- 
ther end  till  it  touched  the  surface  of  the  winding 
rivulet.  At  that  point  the  stream  became  both 
broader  and  deeper;  and  the  cavern  not  having 
been  yet  explored  beyond  this  chamber,  I  proposed 
diving  into  the  brook  where  it  disappeared  be- 
neath the  descending  roof,  and  ascertaining  whe- 
ther it  were  not  possible  to  rise  in  an  open  space 
beyond. 

The  principal  guide,  however,  declared  that  he 
had  already  tried  the  experiment,  and  had  nearly 
been  suffocated  by  getting  his  head  above  water  in 
a  crevice  of  the  dropping  vault,  from  which  it  was 
difficult  to  extricate  himself.  We  prepared,  there- 
fore, to  retrace  our  steps;  and  our  lights  beiag 
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nearly  exhausted,  we  reduced  their  number  to  two 
while  winding  again  through  the  devious  laby* 
rinth.  After  once  or  twice  slightly  missing  the 
way,  I  emerged  at  last  from  this  nether  world, 
highly  gratified  with  my  subterranean  wander- 
ings. 


COONTT   TOWS. 
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T  Inouii- 


Tuewell,  TvnneMM,  April  3 
I  WRITE  to  you  JroiD  a  smnll  county  to«n  in 
Tenneeaee.  It  is  compoBed  nf  Kbout  a  bumlrfd 
wooden  houses,  scattered  along  a  broad  MimI. 
which  traverses  the  sitle  of  a  high  hill  or  i 
tain-slope,  and  which,  thou^, partly  shut  i 
wooded  eltivatioDS,  still  commancla  a  wide  I 
of  cultivated  country,  This  U  the  Gnt  i 
court-week,  and  the  village,  whieli  pr«»eou>  r. 
a  desolate  appearance,  from  the  vaot  of  kbrafe- 
bery  or  ornamental  cncloGurcB  of  any  kind  annnHl 
the  houses,  is  somewhat  enlivened  by  the  traofia 
of  country  people  muviiig  to  and  fro.  Tbrt*  n 
a  group  of  the  white  beaver  and  hunting-^urt 
gentry  collected  at  this  moment  around  a  blood- 
horse,  whose  points  a  groom  is  sbow-ing  off  ap|w- 
site  to  my  window;  and  farther  up  the  stnct, 
round  the  steps  uf  the  little  uiipainU?d  woodoi 
court-house,  ia  a  collection  uf  old  woturo,  m 
scarlet  cloaks  or  plaid  wrappers,  goaaipnag  to- 
getlwr. 
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I  entered  Tazewell  about  sunset,  a  day 
[WO  since.  My  horse  had  fallen  lame  within  ten 
miles  of  the  place;  and  taking  the  bridle  in  my 
liand,  I  trudged  leisurely  along,  till  I  gained  (he 
inn,  where  I  have  establisiied  niyjelf.  The  after- 
noon was  perfectly  still,  and  a  herd  of  cow's,  which 
a  mounted  negro  was  urging  homeward,  were  the 
only  object!)  stirring  in  the  town.  I  could  dis- 
oera,  however,  that  ii  was  inhabited,  from  seeing 
the  village  tailor  and  other  dignitaries  of  the 
place  lounging  upon  rush-bottomed  chairs  in  front 
of  their  dwellings,  while  the  Inzy  vapour  that 
curled  from  their  pipes,  in  the  evening  air,  be- 
ipokc  a  sort  of  indolent  rejwse,  such  as  whilom 
reigoed  in  the  drowsy  region  of  Sleepy  Hollow. 
I  looked  from  my  window  in  the  morning,  and 
there,  at  ten  o'clock,  sat  the  same  set  of  luxurious 
worthies,  a  low  chuckle  or  a  short  laugh,  as  some 
acknowledged  nag  doled  out  his  good  things, 
being  the  only  sound  of  animation  that  met  my 
eara.  I  looked  when  the  heat  of  the  noonday  lun 
bad  made  iheir  position  no  lunger  (enable,  and  the 
industrious  Taiscwelliles  had  retired  within-doors 
to  their  various  avocations.  Evening,  with  its 
shadows,  brought  them  again,  also;  and,  maugre 
the  example  of  my  attentive  and  stirring  little 
landlord,  I  found  that  I  had  imbibed  a  portion 
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of  the  indolence  prevailing  around  me.  I  saunter* 
ed  across  the  way,  and  lighted  my  dgar  by  the  most 
accessible  looking  of  the  company ;  and  dropping 
into  an  unoccupied  chair,  balanced  it  on  two  legs, 
with  an  air  that  at  once  made  good  my  claim  to  a 
share  in  their  gossip. 

I  had  just  got  comfortably  embarked  with  one  of 
the  seniors  in  a  quiet  dish  of  local  politics,  when 
an  outcry,  a  few  yards  off,  attracted  our  atten> 
tion.  Stepping  up  to  the  group  of  persons  from 
which  it  arose,  I  saw  a  queer-looking  little  bantam 
figure,  in  an  old  straw  hat  and  coarse  shnink-up 
hunting-shirt,  who  appeared  to  be  in  the  highest 
paroxysm  of  rage.  At  one  moment,  be  would 
vent  his  fuiy  in  a  torrent  of  outrageous  epithets, 
and  then,  griping  the  shrunken  skirt  of  his  littlr 
hunting-shirt  with  one  hand,  while  the  other  wai 
shaken  angrily^  at  the  crowd,  he  would  leap  a 
yard  in  the  air,  turning  round  on  his  heel  as  he 
came  down,  and  crowing  like  a  game  cock.  In 
performing  this  evolution,  I  caught  a  sight  of  hb 
face  by  the  moonlight,  and  discovered  that  he  had 
undergone  a  very  common  piece  of  western  wag- 
gery, having  had  his  face  blacked,  while  lyiag 
asleep  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 

**  Who  has  dared  to  make  a  nigger  of  meT 
shouted  the  unfortunate  votary  of  Bacchus,  as  I 
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approached  him,  dilating  his  little  pony-built  per- 
son with  great  pomposity :  ^^  who  dared  treat 
little  John  like  a  brute?  Let  me  but  get  at 
him,  and  I'll  drink  his  blood.  Ill  eat  his  liver"'* 
(gnashing  his  teeth) ;  ^*  if  God  has  breathed  the 
breath  of  man  into  him,  let  him  speak,*  and  I'll 
knock  it  out.  Little  John  is  not  the  man  to  be 
walked  over ;  little  John  never  insulted  anybody, 
but  he  knows  how  to  mount  them  that  don't  treat 
him  like  a  gentleman, — wheugh,  whoop,  whoop ! — 
wbe-ug-h! — I^m  a  real  screamer!^  And  here  he 
bounced  up,  crowing  in  the  air,  as  if  he  had  springs 
in  his  heels. 

'*  I'm  the  man,  John,^  cried  one  of  the  crowd, 
throwing  off  his  coat. — "  You,  you,  indeed  r  an- 
swered the  little  champion,  without  stirring  from 
the  spot ;  **  why,  Billi  you  know  you  lie !  You 
wouldn*t  dare  to  play  such  a  trick  on  me;  but 
only  let  me  catch  the  real  fellow.'*' — "  It's  a  shame, 
a  shame,  to  treat  John  so,""  cried  half  a  dozen 
▼oioes  around. — **  No,  no,  it's  no  shame;  t'*s 
only  a  shame,  that  the  black  villain  should  hide 
himself  after  he  did  it ;  thank  Ood,  John  can  take 
care  of  himselP — (here  he  flapped  his  arms,  and 
crowed  defiance).  **  I'm  as  good  a  bit  of  man's 
flesh  as  skin  ever  covered"  (here  he  crowed  again)* 
^'I^m  the  first-bom  of  my  mother,  and  knock 

l2 
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under  to  no  white  man.  *  John,*  says  she,  ^  you 
are  a  true  one,^ — and  so  I  am.  My  mother  knows 
I  am  as  good  a  little  fellow  as  ever  mother  brought 
forth :  she  said  I  was  a  screamer,  the  moment  she 
saw  me ;  ^  John/  says  she,  ^  you^re  a  real  out-and- 
outer;'  and  am  I  not?*"  (crowing:)  "who  says 
little  John  was  ever  afraid  of  man  or  beast  ?  Gniie 
out  here,  any  ten  of  you,  and  I  '11  mount  you  one 
after  another.*" 

The  rapidity  with  which   these  whimsical  ex- 
pressions of  wrath,  and  thrice  as  many  more,  were 

I 

poured  upon  each  other,  was  perfectly  astonish- 
ing ;  and  the  mad  antics  with  which  the  valorous 
little  fellow  accompanied  them  were  irresistiblj 
ludicrous.  At  length  his  rage  appeared  nearly  to 
have  spent  itself,  and  he  listened  with  some  com- 
posure to  the  wicked  wags  who,  collecting  around 
him,  pretended  to  sympathize  in  his  wrongs.  One 
of  them  even  undertook  to  wash  his  face  for  him ; 
but  smearing  it  over  with  oil  as  his  patient  bent 
over  the  basin,  the  inky  dye  became  so  fixed  in  the 
pores  that  the  office  of  eradicating  it  must  have 
been  no  sinecure.  It  was  then  proposed  to  bring 
him  a  looking-glass ;  which  I  presume  was  done, 
for,  pausing  a  moment  on  the  steps,  ere  I  entered 
my  lodgings,  in  expectation'  of  another  explosioQ, 
I  heard  the  merrymakers  shouting  with  peals  of 
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laughter,  while  poor  little  John  seemed  to  have 
retired,  completely  done  up, 

I  could  not  help  reflecting,  while  retirinj;;  for  the 
night,  that  the  subject  of  all  this  village  uproar, — 
who,  in  language  and  manners,  was  an  exact  im- 
personation of  the  western  cliaracter,  as  it  is  gene- 
rally portrayed, — was  anything  but  a  fair  speci- 
men of  the  western  population ;  for,  thoiigh  you 
meet  with  some  such  extravagant  character  in 
almost  every  hamlet,  you  might  as  well  form  jour 
idea  of  the  New  England  yeomanry  froin  the 
Yankee  pedlars  that  prowl  through  the  western 
states,  as  conceive  that  the  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion over  the  mountains  are  of  this  "  half-horse 
and  half-alligator"  sjiecics.  I  had  a  long  conver- 
sation this  morning  with  a  middle-aged  country 
lawyer,  upon  western  life  and  character,  in  which 
]  gave  my  sentiments  with  great  freedom ;  and 
though,  like  our  countrymen  in  every  part  of  the 
Union,  he  was  sufficiently  exacting  of  the  praise 
of  strangers,  he  did  not  seem  to  take  offence  at 
some  of  my  observations,  which  were  not  altoge- 
ther palatable. 

"  Well,  sir,"  he  began,  after  bidding  me  good 
morning.  "  what  do  you  think  of  our  ivunlrj/?" 

"  It  is  a  rich  and  beautiful  one,  sir." 

'There's  no   two  ways   about  that,  sir;  but 
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aren''!  you   surprised    to  see  such  a  fine  popul^ 
lion  ?" 

"  Ynu  have  certainlj  a  ftne-looking  set  of  n 
with  good  manners,  and  a  great  deal  of  naiurd' 
intelligence." 

"  But  their  knowledge  of  things,  sir,  and  tliB 
way  in  which  they  live — don't  you  think  our  p 
country  people  live  in  a  very  superior  way,  sirfl 

"  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  northern  or  e 
states,  sir  ?  —  New  York  or  New  England  r  1 
replied.  While  answering  negatively,  be  gave  ■ 
look  of  utter  amazement  at  the  idea  of  oompans^ 
those  districts  with  that  in  which  hb  lived.  I  then. 
— while  doing  justice  to  the  many  attractiTepotiit* 
in  the  character  of  the5«  mountaineers,  tbarhir- 
dihood  and  frank  courtesy  to  strangers,  thdrtwr 
address,  and  that  terseness  of  expression  and  ro»> 
maod  of  language  which  often  strikes  and  interefu 
you  in  the  conversation  of  men  who  actually  cm- 
not  read,^ — explained  to  him  the  superiority  whtcli 
greater  industry  and  acquired  knowledge  of  useful 
facts  gives  the  northern  man,  of  the  huuc  class  >n 
providing  comforts  and  conveniences  fur  hiniMlf 
and  family,  and  living  in  a  style  that  approache 
that  of  the  independent  planter  of  the  West.  Bal. 
countryman  as  he  was,  I  could  not  persuade  aw 
who  had  probably,  in  westcru  pbnw 
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on  hog  and  hominy/'  and  kept  all  his  life  on 
*^  bacon  and  greens,^  of  the  advantages  of  a  tho- 
roughly-cultivated garden,  a  well-kept  dairy,  and 
flourishing  poultry-yard  ;  much  less  could  I  make 
him  understand  the  charm  which  lay  in  neat  enclo- 
sures, and  a  sheltered  porch  or  piazza,  with  shrub- 
bery clustering  around  it.  He  only  replied,  when 
I  commented  upon  the  fields,  which  I  sometimes 
saw,  that  had  run  out  from  indolence  or  bad  till- 
age, that  ^^  there  was  land  enough  to  make  new 
ones  ;^  and  added,  as  we  placed  ourselves  at  the 
breakfa&t^table,  ^^  that  if  the  people  did  not  live 
up  to  other  people^s  ideas,  they  lived  as  well  as 
they  wanted  to.  They  didnH  want  to  make  slaves 
of  themselves ;  they  were  contented  with  living  as 
their  fathers  lived  before  them."*^ 

I  remembered,  while  passing  him  an  old-fash- 
ioned salt-cellar  over  our  frugal  table,  that  he  had 
Horace*  on  his  side,  and  could  not  but  acknow- 
ledge that  contentment  was  the  all  in  all. 

•  •*  Viritor  panro  bene  cui  patemum, 
Splendet  in  mensa  ienui  salinuro/'  &c. 


I.ErTEB  XUI. 
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spring,  which  discharges  itself  over  a  precipice, 
within  the  cave.  I  did  not  fathom  the  depth;  but 
ilie  light  of  a  candle,  held  over  the  brink,  did  not 
reach  the  bottom  ;  and  I  estimated,  from  the  sound 
the  water  made  in  falling,  that  it  could  not  be  less 
tiun  fifty  feet.  The  passages  diverging  from  this 
part  of  the  cavern  seemed  to  be  innumerable,  and 
intersected  each  other  so  often,  both  vertically  and 
horizontally,  that  the  whole  mountain  appeared  to 
be  h oney- combed :  but  I  could  discover  no  other 
chamber  worthy  of  notice,  except  that  in  which 
the  spring  had  birtli. 

After  traversing  half  the  labyrinth,  sometimes 
desccndtng  a  declivity  of  a  dozen  yards,  and  at 
uthers  climbing  an  ascent  of  as  many  more,  grop- 
ioff  along  the  edges  of  precipices,  and  squeezing  my 
body  through  holes  that  would  interpose  a  remora 
to  the  advance  of  the  most  moderate  alderman,  I 
was  at  length  compelled  to  evacuate  tlie  premises 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  There  being  but  few  large 
chambers  in  the  cave,  the  smoke  of  a  Rre,  made 
near  the  spring,  in  case  of  any  accident  to  our 
ligfals,  had  pervaded  the  whole  place,  and  become 
almost  stifiing.  Southey,  who  says  that  nitrous 
oxide  is  the  atmosphere  they  breathe  in  heaven. 


llicl  not,  when  i 


-  the   hands  of  the  chemist. 


niw  in  (he  exhilarating  fluid  with  half  ihe  gusto 
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that  I  gulped  down  the  finesh  air,  when  I  got  my 
head  once  more  aboTe  the  earth. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  indcdent  want  of 
curiositT  in  these  parts,  I  might  mention  that  I 
found  but  few  persons  in  Tazewdl  who  cooM 
tell  me  anything  about  this  singuhir  cavern,  and 
was  ultimately  indebted  for  my  goidanoe  thither 
to  some  lads  of  the  vfllage,  who  had  only  partially 
explored  it.  But  the  case  of  the  Tasewdlians 
does  not  compare  with  that  of  those  worthy  pec^ 
pie  who  are  said  to  have  passed  their  lives  within 
hearing  of  the  thunders  of  Niagara,  without  having 
once  sought  to  see  the  stupendous  phenomenon. 

The  innumerable  caverns  and  mountain-ftst- 
nesses  of  every  description  in  this  region  would 
make  it  a  strong  refuge  in  time  of  hostile  invasioo, 
and  enable  the  inhabitants  to  hold  thdr  wild  hiUs 
against  the  armies  of  the  world.  It  has  often 
cKCurred  to  me  as  very  remarkable,  that  the  abo- 
rigines, throughout  this  broad  mountain-chain, 
did  not  make  a  longer  and  more  successful  stand 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  white  population. 
One  would  suppose,  that  they  would  only  have 
been  ejected  from  the  mountain  region  of  western 
Virginia,  and  eastern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
by  some  sudden  and  combined  movement;  but 
here,  as  in  more  diampaign  districts^  they  appear 
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to  have  retired  gradually,  step  by  step,  before  the 
advances  of  civilizatioD.  Had  tliere  been  some 
broad  direct  route  throuf^  the  mountains,  either 
by  a  navigable  stream  or  a  straight  open  valley, 
connecting  the  settled  countries  <»  the  Atlantic 
with  the  tempting  lands  of  western  Kentucky,  and 
the  immense  grazing  and  araUe  r^on  beyond,  the 
whites,  if  allowed  an  unmolested  passage,  would 
probably  have  passed  immediately  to  the  fertile 
regions  in  advance,  and  left  the  hilly  country  to 
be  inhabited,  to  this  day^  by  the  aborigines.  The 
indigenous  mountaineers  would  probably  then, 
like  other  barbarians,  when  surrounded  by  a  belt 
of  civilization,  have  been  gradually,  as  game 
diminished,  changed  -into  a  nation  of  herdsmen ; 
such,  indeed,  as  the  Cherokees,  with  other  tribes 
farther  south,  on  this  mountain-chain,  have  par- 
tially become.  Unhappily,  however,  for  the  pre- 
servation of,  the  Indian  race,  the  settlements,  when 
originally  jaoade,  extended  so  widely  along  the  At- 
lantic coast,  that  emigration  has  always  advanced 
upon  them  in  one  broad  opposing  front, — a  single 
wave  that,  running  longitudinally  through  the 
continent,  has  carried  away  everything  before  it, 
as  it  swept  to  the  westward  ;  while  want  of  know- 
ledge  of  the  richer  prizes  to  be  acquired  by  pene- 
trating at  once  to  the  far  West,  or  possibly  the  pre- 
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vious  existence  of  the  long  hostile  French  ( 
blishments  in  ihat  quarter,  has  ioducetl  the  pio- 
n«er  to  paiiae  in  hi^  career,  and  to  battle  for,  uiif 
to  conquer,  every  acre  that  he  passed  over.  A 
eauae  similar  to  the  last,  viz.  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Spaniards,  when  Louisiana  was  in  their  pos- 
session, may  hare  helped  to  preserve  their  wild 
MUa  to  (he  Cherokees;  and  made  (hem,  until  the 
recent  discovery  of  large  quantities  of  gold  in  thrir 
country,  the  only  exception  to  the  general  rulr. 

Tbere  are  still  persons  living  in  (his  neighbour- 
hood  who  remember  the  fierce  nar  of  extermtni- 
tion  among  the  tribes  artmnd.  I  have  even  nwi 
one  aged  man  who  says  that  he  has  hualed  the 
buffalo  east  of  the  mountains :  and  he  pointed  out 
as  we  rode  along  together,— for,  ihougli  nrarlj 
^■ghly,  he  was  still  on  horsebaclc, — more  than  one 
past  or  stream  where  bloody  Rcettea  of  frootirr 
strife  had  occurred.  Tlie  Indians  here,  titough, 
as  elsewhere,  must  have  been  very  destructive  of 
each  other  long  before  the  whites  appeared.  A 
farmer,  I  am  told,  can  Gcarcely  plough  up  a  nem 
clearing  without  finding  a  bushel  of  arrow4ie«di- 

An  incident  occurred  to  me  on  the  borders  of 
Kentucky,  some  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  here, 
h  will  give  you  itonie  idea  of  the  quantity  o 
9  memorials  of  savage  conflict  in  certain  i 
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B^iicts.  Seeing  a  child  playing  on  the  hearth  with 
aa  Ancient  stone-hatchet,  at  the  house  of  a  farmer, 
where  I  passed  the  night,  I  immediately  offered 
him  a  substitute  for  his  curious  toy.  The  toma- 
hawk, ^hich  was  an  unusually  large  one,  was  partly 
brokeu.  "  Jef,^  said  the  father,  as  his  sod  placed 
it  ID  my  haods,  "  what  do  you  give  the  straoger 
M)«h  a  thing  as  that  for  ?  if  he  cares  about  such 
truck,  go  along  and  bring  him  a  better  one;  there 
are  a  dozen  lying  about  the  house.  DonH,  man- 
nee,  don't  put  such  a  stone  as  that  in  your  uaddle- 
bags,"  added  he  to  me,  at  the  same  time  picking 
up  the  hatchet,  and  tossing  it  out  of  the  window. 
The  boy  appeared  the  moment  after  with'  several 
iit  bis  bands,  and  I  selected  a  tomahawk  of  po- 
lished green  stone,  which,   though  small,  is  the 

hpoat  perfect  specimen  I  have  ever  seen. 

K>  I  inquired  whether  any  other  Indian  remains 
were  found  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  farmer, 
who  was  quite  an  aged  man,  replied  that  then- 
were  several  of  those  ancient  forts  which  I  have 
more  than  once  described  to  you,  on  the  rooky 
knobs  around.  "  But,  man-nee,"  said  he,  with  a 
shake  of  his  head,  "  they  were  never  made  by  the 
red  devils  that  we  found  in  the  country :  I  can 
1  one  with  trees  three  feet  through  on  it: 


f  you  c 


t  would  take  half  of  old  Kentuck  to  pile  up  the 


^H  mtf  tke  w^itliB  there,  masbeer  wall  along  ibt 

migt  «f  Am  haok  tin,  do^  lodiaiis  nercr  dU 
*mr  I  ^ad  Ua  tiM  who  did  it.  "  Wb^ 
■k»r  h*  tcfArf.  •"  but  the  pcofdi  wboK  bow 
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ikmmami  naa  gromiagi  (dkm  wkh  rtitgh-hwit 
a»  kng  K  VT  kg."  Jl;  firinid  ProDewor  L— «% 
who  «at  vich  Bc  at  the  tbo^  nwibd  at  this  mh^ 
bM.  Md  i^ad  tW  amau*.  wbctbcr  aay  iM^d 


tbear  1 1  die  ttbtr  with  a  atan;  "arf 

what  «mU  ibe  doctan  cspact  to  find  amaag  i 
bap  of  oU  bona?  I  mklnBt  you  vmild  M j  ib^ 
bikigrt  to  bmtea.  wheo  I  haTa  aaai  la—y  a  ikiiB 
w  tag  as  twD  of  vooT^  and  bavc  fittad  a  jawJio^ 
over  Bj  own.  wbeo  I  oodd  put  botb  b«ad»  bv- 
t«wa  h  and  mT  cbecfct."  Aod  tbeold  tnant  aail* 
u^  tike  acdoo  to  tb«  wurd,  bald  out  faia  dun  «kb 
bocb  hands  *itb  ■■  air  of  poaithrcaeBa  thai  put  aa 
csd  to  all  ai;pmnt. 

To  asaen  the  naatetwie  of  tbeae  gigantic  huaaa 
rroMiu  is  vcnr  contmoB  ia  the  wvst,  but  I  hata 
not  ;«t  bemahleloabtabaBtgbt  ufaay;  iboagb 
the  old  settler  ia  quertiaa  averred,  Ijik*  bmbv 
iMhm  I  hare  met  with,  that  bis  pka^h  ia  farmer 
years  tunKd  up  tnnuntctablB  ikdalooa  of  bug* 
prupuniuni.     PluJoaopby,  I  know,  I 
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tradidoDts  but  I  make  it  a  point  to  place  implicit 
faith  in  them ;  they  are  among  the  most  character- 
istic productions  of  the  country,  and  should  be' 
cherished  as  such  by  every  genuine  lover  of  the 
marvellous,  and  who  would  fain  nurse  up  a  little 
credulity   in   these    days  of  general   scepticism. 
Besides,  these  bones,  after  all,  are  only  represented 
as  of  a  ^^  reasonable  bigness  f  ^  the  mortals  of  whom 
they  were  the  frame- work  were  not  of  that  genera- 
tion that  a  grave  historian*  tells  us  ate  up  a  bul- 
lock at  a  meal,  and  picked  their  teeth  with  the 
horns;  but  middle-sized  fellows,  some  eight  or  ten 
feet  high  only,  who  bore  about  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  mammoth  that  a  grenadier  dbes  to  an 
elephant.     I  intend  to  take  some  opportunity  of 
digging  for  one  of  these  worthies,  and  should  I 
disinter  him  whole,  the  tall  gentleman  shall  be- 
stride my  pony,  and  share  my  saddle  with  me  till 
we  reach 'home.     Happily,  in  thus  turning  resur- 
rectionist, one  incurs  no  danger  from  the  surviving 
relatives  of  a  suit  ^*  de  bonis  asportatis.^ 

*  Diedhck  Knickerbocker. 


LETTER 


Caamj,  Vapusk^  April  25^  1834. 
I  aLk^s  oEDered  vestera  Virgmia,  and  mj  bone*s 
is  mnr  nmed  k»iev«rds;  but  the  lofty 
All^CPamus  are  jec  between  iis»  and  I  hare  still 
aumy  ^  anrancaai-Qd^  to  pads  before  gaimog  tbe 
neutral  fpmtal  wbere  tbe  streams  first  begin  to 
run  etis^rvzird.  Xor  most  jou  wonder  if  I  journey 
*:)ut  :^wtT  amon^  tbese  wild  hills;  for  while  the 
rwKb  ire  ouc  the  most  £iTourable  to  expeditious 
:raTeiIin^«  diere  is  ererr  inducement  for  one  who 
htts  Ml  eye  fijr  the  beauties  of  nature  to  linger  by 
the  way.cai&.  No  district  of  the  broad  West  that 
I  iiave  jet  vistted  is  more  to  mv  taste  than  the 
butii  jod  miignilicent  scenery  of  this  mountain 
re^o.  The  ihaiijwT  glens  and  frowning  heights 
cemiiKi  aie«  when  compared  with  the  smooth  and 
mcerminaUe  prairies  ij(  the  &r  West,  of  a  troubled 
:skir  wkh  its  masses  of  moTii^  douds,  whose  vary- 
iug  volume  ^utd  shifting  light  each  moment  reward 
tbe  eye  with  some  new  image  of  gruideur  and  of 
Ix>wer«_of  sach  a  skv  as  this  oontrasted  with  the 
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arched  vault  when  there  ie  not  a  speck  to  dim  its 
bright  surface  ;  where  not  an  object  breaks  the  un- 
trouhled  depths  of  blue,  but  the  thick-sown  stars 
(hat  pave  their  wide  expanse.  There  is  glory 
I  noufih  in  both;  hut  the  feeling  inspired  by  the 
,.ne  while  watching  the  gathering  war  or  actual 
confiict  of  the  elements,  is  a  stern  joy,  a  hurrying 
excitement;  the  emotions  awakened  by  the  other 
are  the  earnest  con  I  em  pi  ati  on  of  beauty  swallowed 
up  in  majesty ;  the  abiding  sense  of  order  that 
bespeaks  omnipotence.  And  yet  so  fond  of  va- 
riety is  the  mind,  that  the  changing  shadows  of 
clouds  and  mountains  would  long  amuse  the  eye, 
after  a  cloudless  heaven  or  a  boundless  prairie  had 
lost  its  power  to  please, — for  habit  will  make  even 
the  sublime  appear  monotonous. 

I  was  musing  to  this  etfcct  on  the  day  that  I 
left  Tazewell,  while,  descending  a  mouutaiu-paas 
at  sunset,  1  paused  occasionally  to  catch  the  beau- 
tiful changes  of  light  and  shade,  as  now,  sinking 
behind  the  height  I  was  leaving,  the  sun's  warm 
ravB  still  played  among  the  billowy  masses  of 
foliage  that  swelled  along  a  towering  ridge  imme- 
diately in  advance, — when  my  eye  was  caught  by 
■  dejected-looking  female  figure,  half-sitting,  half- 
reclining,  at  the  foot  of  a  cliff  near  a  sudden  uim- 
of  the  road.     I  came  so  suddenly  upon  her 
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intil  she  ll^^H 


wild  resting-place,  that  it  was  not  unti] 
started  in  al&roi  from  th«  shadowy  uook,  as  B^ 
horse  sheered  at  beholding  such  an  object  in  bb 
path,  that  I  perceived  it  was  a  woman  ;  and  ihcn 
glancing  at  her  stained  and  crumpled  bonnet  ud 
travel-soiled  lioniespua  dress,  with  the  coane  asd 
much-worn  shoes  that  she  had  upon  ber  feet,  I  per- 
ceived she  was  a  young  woman  of  about  twenty, 
and  evidently  belonging  to  the  humbler  walk*  of 
life.  Her  features,  I  thought,  niigiit  be  pretty, 
naturally,  hut  they  wore  a  look  of  ias&iiude  thai 
was  absolutely  painful.  She  did  not  speak  ■*  1 
passed ;  but  turning  round  after  I  had  gained  a  few 
yards  beyond,  I  was  Diet  by  a  souod  so  implariiig 
that  I  thought  it  could  only  belong  to  oae  iImi 
was  dumb. 

"Have  1  far  tu  go,  stranger?^  ahe  «t  Icsgih 
asked,  aa  turning  on  my  tracks  I  again  approached 
her. 

"  I  cannot  answer  that,  ny  good  gir^  till  I 
know  whither  you  are  hound." 

"  And  where  but  to  my  mother,  over  the  noun- 
tains  :  ib  she  not  dying  'f  and  I— I  shall  nrrcr  hovr 
llie  strength  to  reach  her.  Oh '.  atr,**  ibe  addad, 
while  her  eyes  swam  n-ith  tears,  "  1  havn  not  bMtcd 
a  morsel  of  food  unce  some  kind  peraous  on  the 
road  let  me  eat  with  them  ye^tenlaj ;  and  now  1 
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un  grown  bo  feeble,  I  know  1  sliall  not  get  there  in 
lime."  At  these  words  her  eyes  closed,  while  she 
leaned  her  person  against  the  rock  as  if  about  to 
sink  into  a  fainiing-fit. 

Having  never  yet  had  the  good  luck  to  bear  a 
swooning  belle  out  of  a  ball-room  or  theatre,  I  was 
wholly  at  a  loss  what  to  do  in  this  emergency, 
till  remembering  u  flask  of  whiskey  with  which  I 
bad  chanced  to  provide  myself  that  very  morning, 
■s  a  wash  for  the  chafed  back  of  my  horse,  I  did 
Bol  hesitate  to  lean  over  and  apply  the  restoring 
tiquid  to  the  lips  of  the  sinking  damsel.  The  ap* 
pearance  of  kindness  and  sympathy  seemed  to  aid 
as  much  as  the  draught  itself  in  restoring  her. 
But  Vcnus's  cestus  itself  could  not  more  magic- 
ally bring  smiles  and  ros«s  into  faded  cheeks, 
than  did  a  cold  corn-cake  and  piece  of  smoked 
trenisoo,  which,  when  produced  from  my  pocket, 
were  summarily  disposed  of  by  my  heroine. 
Pouring  out  her  thanks  while  demolishing  the 
acceptable  cheer,  she  told  me,  in  the  fulness  of 
ber  heart  and  mouth,  that  she  lived  among  the 
hills  in  North  Carolina ;  and  having  heard  that 
her  mother,  who  dwelt  in  Tennessee,  was  at  the 
it  of  death,  she  had  left  home,  with  a  few  shil- 
;b  tied  in  her  shawl,  to  see  her  parent  once 
e.     The  toils  of  her  journey  had  been  more 


1 

migrant ;  ^^^H 
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than  once  relieved  by  a  passing  emigrant ;  1 
she  had  been  now  several  days  travelling  on  foot, 
and  her  last  application  for  aid  hjiving  be«s  met 
with  insult,  she  had,  though  nearly  overcome  by 
fatigue,  determined  to  push  on  to  the  la^t  without 
courting  the  chance  of  similar  crudty.  I  took 
my  map  from  my  pocket,  and  guessing  as  nearly 
as  posUble,  by  the  route  marked  tbereoD,  tlw 
distance  the  poor  girl  had  yet  to  travel,  I  sup- 
plied her  with  suflicient  to  defray  the  triflinf; 
expenses  she  must  incur.  The  slender  stalp  of 
my  purse  would  not  permit  uie  to  allow  for 
any  accidental  contingency,  and  I  thought  it 
well,  when  observing  the  simplicity  with  whidi 
she  confided  in  a  stranger,  to  add  a  word  or 
two,  enjoining  her,  if  she  required  further  a^ 
sistance,  not  to  apply  to  any  parsing  caratter  the 
might  encounter,  but  to  seek  it  from  the  hospit- 
able country  people  around.  She  raised  her  eyes 
inquiringly,  while  with  a  look  of  gratilode  >^ 
placed  her  hand  in  mine,  as  I  guarded  her  agaiost 
travellers  of  my  own  condition  in  life;  and  some- 
liow,  —  whether  from  my  saddle  slightly  turning, 
or  from  my  leaning  over  too  far  while  nuikiiig  ») 
words  as  impressive  as  possible,  I  really  dtmt 
know,— but  my  mouth,  before  1  knew  it,  cam 
contact  with  as  sweet  a  pair  of  lips  - 
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Spirit  of  Uncle  Toby  I  did  not  the  zeal  with 
which  I  dashed  the  spurs  into  my  horse  at  that 
moment  blot  out  the  involuntary  and  almost  ud- 
consciously  committed  offence  ?  The  sober  reflec- 
tions induced  by  entering  a  tall  dark  wood,  when 
I  had  gained  the  base  of  the  mountain,  suggested 
several  curious  doubts  whether  some  six  or  seven 
jear^'  seniority  were  really  suflicient  (Qualifications 
for  lecturing  a  pretty  girl  on  discretion  in  a  forest 
«t  twilight. 
'  **  Come  in,  stranger,  come  In;  old  Tom  will  call 
tfie  landlord,  old  Tom  will  tote  your  baggage;  so 
come  in  and  take  a  cup  of  cider  with  old  Tom," 
called  out  to  me  a  tall  lean  figure,  with  long  grey 
locks  curling  under  a  broad-brimmed  beaver,  as  I 
rode  up  about  noon  the  next  day  to  the  only 
tavern  in  this  place ;  "  why,  why  the  devil  don't 
you  come  in,  and  leave  your  nag  to  the  nigger  't" 
added  he,  aa,  waiting  for  the  landlord  to  appear, 
I  occupied  myself  in  unstrapping  my  valise,  and 
looeening  the  various  fixtures  of  my  cumbersome 
but  comfortable  Spanish  saddle.  1  thanked  the 
old  gentleman  for  his  civility  ;  but  having  long 
rince  learned  that  the  best  way  to  secure  care  and 
attention  for  your  horse  in  travelling,  is  to  appear 
to  have  some  consideration  for  him  yourself,  I 
declined  leaving  my  beast    till  some  one  should 


appear  to  whom  I  could  give  immediate  dtrFniim> 
fur  his  groomiDg  and  disposal  for  the  night. 

"  Well,  now,  that  makes  old  Tom  think  one  ■ia't 
used  to  niggers,  to  see  a  gentlefDan  look  afierUt 
ovn  horse,"  exclaimed  the  cider-drinker  imp^ 
tiently  ;  "  he 's  a  slick  bit  of  a  uag  too,"  added  be, 
advancing  from  the  porch,  and  eveing  my  faround 
pony  more  narrowly.  *'  But  come,  thuogh  yott 
do  set  so  much  store  by  him,  1  don't  believe  bt 
will  have  any  objections  to  your  taking  mhhc 
cider  with  old  Tom."  The  landlord,  a  ynung  and 
rather  intelligent  fellow,  now  coining  up,  I  forgot 
entirely,  while  talking  with  him  a  few  rotnutea,  ibe 
impatient  character  that  had  pounced  upon  nc 
with  Ro  much  earnestness,  and  passed  him  anno, 
ticed  as  I  entered  the  house  and  paid  my  rr- 
spects  to  a  pretty  young  woman,  who  proved  ti> 
be  my  landlady.  But  I  waa  not  to  escape  »i 
easily ;  "  Stranger,"  whispered  (he  old  genllensa. 
who,  I  may  mention,  wasdressed.like  a  rcspect^k 
farmer  of  the  country,  or  small  planter^  ot  At 
second  class,  —  '*  stranger,"  mutiered  he,  ariiiflf 
me  hy  the  elbow,  "  I  want  to  apeak  to  you 
outside  the  door. — Now,  sir,"  said  he,  when  ■« 
had  gained  the  outside  of  the  threshold,  "  I  wast 
to  know  if  I  have  insulted  you— if  you  take  it  hard 
that  old  Tom.  wh< 
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biggest  heart  in  the  county,  has  spoken  so  to  you 
as  he  did  ?"     I  assured  him  I  had  taken  no  offence. 
"  Then  why  the  devil  don't  you  take  some  cider 
with  me?     "  Didn't  I  come  out  the  moment  you 
appeared .-   didn't  1   call   the  landlord  for  you  ? 
didn't  1  offer  to  have  your  horse  taken  ?  didn't  I," 
shouted  he,  apparently   working   himself  into  a 
passion,  and  stamping  the  while,  "didn't  I  treat 
you  like  a  gentleman  ?    Tell  me,  sir — tell  me,  sir; 
don't  you  know  that  old   Tom  has  houses,  and  , 
fields,  and  niggers  of  his  own,  and  ia  well  enough  \ 
off  in  the  world  to  lake  a  cup  of  cider  with  any  of  I 
y'r  quality?" 

I  generally  make  it  a  point  to  humour  these  pri-  j 
▼ileged  characters,  whenever  I  meet  with  them.  J 
In  the  present  instance,  however,  fatigue,  caprice, 
or,  if  you  will,  a  reasonable  impatience  at  the  old 
gentleman's  pertinacity,  caused  me,  as  I  jerked 
my  arm  from  his  grasp,  roughly  to  repel  his 
importunity.  But  the  mortification  instantly  be- 
trayed by  his  fallen  features  caused  me  to  regret 
the  reply  before  it  had  wholly  escaped  from 
my  lips.  The  old  man  stepped  back  a  pace 
or  two,  and  asked  my  pardon  for  the  liberty  he 
had  taken,  expressing  himself  the  while  in  very 
good  terms.  1  could,  of  course,  only  accord  my 
full  forgiveness.  "  You  forgive  me,  eh  ?"  cried  he, 


A   TANKEE   PEDLAR. 
seizing  my  liaod  ;  "  then,  by  G — ,  stranger,"  with 
a  slap  uD  my  shoulder,  *'  come  take  a  cup  of  whi 
with  me  I" 

A  swelling  of  my  horse's  withers,  caused  by  tfcr 
pressure  of  the  suldle  in  descending  (he  siefp  <J^ 
divides  of  the  moutitain  roads,  cooipeU  nr  loic- 
main  two  or  three  days  in  this  Utilr  town.  One 
of  the  most  important  characters  of  the  place  m» 
flourishing  shopkeep^,  or  country  Dierchant,  wh% 
a  few  years  before,  had  enterMl  the  village  u  • 
travelling  Yankee  pedlar.  He  took  do  UlUe  pb»- 
sure  in  telling  me  the  story  of  his  own  prefenaoit 
After  managing,  by  various  Aifu,  lu  nuke  U> 
way  thither  from  his  far  New  KaglotMl  honh 
he  had  put  up  at  the  tavern  where  I  was  nam 
staying,  with  a  small  amount  of  goodj^  whkb  he 
proposed  "  trading"  t«  the  good  people  anmiid. 
The  resident  merchants  in  the  county,  however, 
had  caught  scent  of  the  itinerant  wnder,  aad 
being  now  in  the  county  (own,  do  UmewMlflit 
in  seizing  and  punishing  htm  under  the  Virgiuk 
statute  against  hawker*  and  pedlars.  Tlie  straif 
prejudice  existing  ngsinst  the  Yankeca  in  the 
south-west  (and  all  of  u*  north  of  Maaoo  amd 
Dixon's  line  are  indiscrttuinately  ao  caUed)  rM- 
dered  this  the  most  summary  bm)  aaj  at  Iqpd 
procedures ;  and  the  poor  pedlar  mtm,  by  the  Sac 
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F'faiposed,  with  attendant  expenses,  srHpped  of 
»»er)'thirg.  "  But  my  mother  always  told  rae," 
pursued  he,  in  telling  the  story,  "  ihat  wherever 
I  lost  anything,  there  was  the  place  to  find  it ;  and 
BO  I  vowed  never  to  leave  this  plaee  til!  I  could  go 
as  well  oiT  as  I  came,"  The  result  was,  that  he 
mnained  until  his  industry,  intelligence,  and  good 
conduct  had  gradually  won  for  him  both  means 
and  character :  and  he  now,  I  was  informed,  is 
me  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  respected  persons 
i«  ibe  place. 

Some,  however,  speak  of  this  elevation  of  a  Yan- 
kee among  Virginians  as  a  most  portentous  occur- 
rence. In  speaking  of  the  sectional  prejudices  es- 
tsting  in  some  of  the  districts  through  which  I  have 
passed,  I  ought  to  add  that  they  seem  to  be  rapidly 
wearing  away ;  and  though  you  yet  find  ihem  very 
strong  when  departing  at  all  from  the  travelled 
roDtes.  yet  they  are  chit-fly  confined  to  the  vulgar 
and  illiterate.  We  of  the  North  indulge  so  little 
ID  sectional  feeling,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
the  extent  to  which  it  was  once  carried;  and 
indeed  it  still  survives  in  a  common  expression  of 
the  country,  "  Is  he  a  Yankee  or  a  white  man?" 
I  remember  once  in  Illinois  seeing  a  New- York 
emigrant,  of  a  good  old  Dutch  provincial  family 
from  some  sleepy  nook  on  the  Hudson,  kindle  with 
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indignation  as  he  recounted,  that  while  descend- 
ing the  Ohio  fifteen  years  since,  he  had  been  more 
than  once  refused  a  drink  of  water  because  he  was 
a  Yankee.  **  You  know,  squire,*"  he  added,  "  I 
was  no  Yankee ;  but  when  I  heard  Americans  re- 
proaching me  with  a  name  in  which  they  might 
themselves  glory  —  for  the  Union  owes  half  its 
value  to  the  New-Englanders — why,  I  let  folks 
know  that  I  was  proud  of  being  called  a  Yankee." 
**  And  what  do  you  call  yourself  now  ?"  I  re- 
joined. **  Why  now,  squire,  the  Yankees  are  be- 
coming great  people  here  north  of  us,  in  Michigan 
and  so  on,  and  they  call  us  old  Illinoians  *  Suckers.' 
M^e  might  have  a  better  nickname,  to  be  sure; 
but  since  it  ''s  stuck,  why  I  hold  myself  identified 
with  the  Suckers.  But  some  of  our  chaps,  who 
haven^t  got  used  to  it  yet,  will  be  likely  to  levd  s 
rifle  at  you  if  you  apply  the  term  at  random.'" 

This  whimsical  application  of  sobriquets  is,  as 
you  are  aware,  religiously  kept  up  in  the  State 
through  which  I  am  travelling;  the  Tuckmboes 
and  Goheese  of  Virginia,  on  either  side  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,  respectively  complimenting  each  other  with 
as  much  amiability  as  do  John  Bull  and  Moosaenr 
Jean  Crapeau. 
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LETTER  XLIV. 

Chilhowee  Springs,  WashingtoD  Countj-, 
Virginiay  May  7th,  1834. 

I  HATE  passed  through  so  many  romantic  moun- 
tain-paths and  picturesque  vales,  watered  by 
streams  limpid  as  air,  in  reaching  this  point,  that, 
bewildered  by  the  various  beauties  of  each  differ- 
ent landscape  that  has  charmed  me,  I  will  only 
attempt  to  give  you  a  general  impression  of  all. 
There  are  between  this  place  and  that  from  which 
my  last  letter  was  dated,  six  lofty  mountain-ridges 
running  parallel  to  each  other,  each  of  which  sup- 
plies a  grand  and  extensive  prospect.  In  the  in- 
termediate valleys  three  beautiful  rivers, — Powells, 
Clinch,  and  Holston, — each  a  long  rifle-shot  in 
width,  and  so  alike  in  their  transparent  limestone- 
water,  that  they  seem  the  reflection  of  each  other, 
keep  their  way  almost  at  equal  intervals;  while 
their  numerous  tributary  rivulets  are  delayed  in 
seeking  the  main  stream  by  a  hundred  interposing 
hills,  that  swell  from  the  vales  as  boldly  as  if  they 
would  nod  crest  for  crest  with  the  loftier  moun- 
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taJa-ridges  of  which   they   appear  to  have  I 
formed  a  part. 

These  main  ridges  are  generally  rocky, 
sometimes,  as  is  the  case  with  the  eastern  k 
the  Cumberland  range,  they  run  in  a  preapitou* 
wall  for  many  mites ;  the  grey  rocks,  capped  with 
a  vigorous  growth  of  evergreens,  rising  in  variou* 
fiiniastic  shapes  above  the  heavy  forests  ntucfa 
clothe  their  base.  The  intermediate  valleys 
from  a  hundred  rods  to  several  miles  in  w|| 
In  mme  places,  they  are  mere  strips  of  mea 
land ;  in  others,  they  are  vast  basin.%  pre 
all  agreeably  undulating  surface  as  yuu  t 
them,*  but  seeming  perfectly  level  when  i 
from  the  belt  of  mountains  by  which  they  a 
compassed.  The  country  is  well  watered,  : 
ureal  natural  fertility  ;  but  agriculture  is  < 
ducted  in  so  slovenly  a  manner,  that  many  firkb 
are  overgrown  with  niuUeinB,  and  in  fact  com- 
ptetely  worn  out.  The  mode  of  managing  a  fann 
appears  to  be,  to  cultivate  a  piece  of  land  uodl  k i> 
i>]ihauBted,  and  then  to  clear  a  new  field,  1 
the  old  one  to  &hoot  up  into  brushwood,  « 
u  ft-w  years,  serves  for  the  cattle  to  browse  | 
'I'he  "  cattle  ranges,"  however,  are  genenJl]||| 
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f  Meep  hill-sidcs,  which  habit  teacher  them  to  clam- 
ber; and  more  than  once,  when  riding  beneath  a 
diff,  that  projected  from  the  mountain-brow  nml 
frowned  over  the  rond-side,  I  have  seen  a  young 
bullock  quietly  ruminating  upon  his  commanding 
position,  immediately  above  me. 

Since  I  laet  wrote  to  you,  1  have  explored 
aev«ral  more  of  those  limestone  caverns  with 
which  the  country  abounds;  one  of  which,  in- 
deed, is  said  to  extend,  like  an  enormous  cellar, 
beneath  the  village  of  Abingdon,  a  flourishing 
county-town  about  twenty  miles  from  this  place: 
but  no  cave  that  I  have  yet  seen  compares  with 
the  magnificent  grotto  at  Cumberland  tiap,  which 
I  have  already  attempted  to  describe  to  you. 
[  have  seen  but  one  object  of  natural  curiosity 
to  compare  with  it,  and  that  is  The  Nati'ral 
TrxKKL,*    in    Scott    county.      It    is    a   vaulted 

"  Ai  ihe  lime  of  viiiiing  this  remarkable  natural  curiosity, 
l!ie  writer  was  not  aware  that  any  particular  description  had 
jtii  b«en  f^ven  of  it.  tie  has  since  had  pointed  out  lo  him  an 
article  in  the  American  Jounuil  cf  Geologv,  by  lientenaiii- 
colonel  Long,  of  the  L'nited  States  Engineers,  which  pves  a 
scicniific  account  of  it.  and  Troni  which  he  has  borrowed  the 
lerai  Tunni'l,  in  preferent?  lo  adopting  thai  of  ■' Natural 
Bniire,"  by  which  it  is  known  in  the  neigh bou riiood .  The 
cavern  in  Scolt  counly  bears  aS  -close  a  resemblance  to  a  tun- 
nel, wdoes  the  celehraled  Niitural  Bridge  in  H (tck bridge  co only 
lo  Ihe  jtructure  from  which  it  tak<s  its  name.  —  See  note. 
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passage-way  of  two  hundred  yards,  through  t 
mountainous  ridge  some  five  or  six  hundred  feet 
high.  The  ridge  lies  like  a  connecting  mound  be- 
tween two  parallel  hills,  of  about  the  same  dera- 
tion as  itself;  and  a  brook,  that  winds  through 
the  wooded  gorge  between  these  hills,  appears  to 
have  worn  its  way  through  the  limestone  rib  that 
binds  the  two  together.  The  cavernous  passage 
is  nearly  in  the  form  of  an  S.  The  entrance,  at 
the  upper  side,  is  through  a  tangled  swamp; 
where,  in  following  down  the  stream,  you  come  in 
front  of  a  rude  arch,  whose  great  height,  from  the 
irregular  face  of  the  cliff  being  covered  with  vines 
and  bushes,  it  is  difficult  to  estimate,  until  you  at- 
tempt to  throw  a  stone  to  the  top  of  the  vault. 
The  ceiling  drops  a  few  yards  from  the  entrance, 
till,  at  the  point  where,  from  the  peculiar  shape  of 
the  cavern,  the  shadows  from  either  end  meet  in 
the  midst,  it  is  not  more  than  twenty  feet  high. 
The  vault  then  suddenly  rises,  and  becomes  loftier 
and  more  perfect  in  form  as  you  emerge  from  the 
lower  end.  Finally,  it  flares  upward,  so  that  the 
edges  of  the  arch  lose  themselves  in  the  projecting 
face  of  the  cliff,  which  here  rises  from  a  grmvdiy 
soil  to  the  height  of  four  hundred  feet ;  smooth  as 
if  chiselled  by  an  artist,  and  naked  as  death. 
At  this  point,  the  sides  of  the  gorge  are  of  per* 
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pendicular  rock,  and  for  aixty  or  eighty  yards, 
froni  the  outlet  of  the  tunnel,  they  slope  away  so 
^aduolly  from  its  mouth  as  to  describe  a  perfect 
(emicircular  wall,  having  the  cavernous  opening  at 
the  extreme  end  uf  the  arc.  On  the  left  this  mural 
precipice  curves  off  to  your  rear,  and  eloping  in- 
wardly, impends  at  last  inimedialely  above  your 
bead.  On  the  right  the  wall  becomes  suddenly 
broken,  while  a  beetling  crag  shoots  abruptly  from 
the  ruiu  to  the  height  of  three  hundred  feet  above 
tbe  stream  that  washes  its  base.  The  embouchure 
of  the  tunnel  is  immediately  in  front.  Behind, 
the  narrow  dell  is  bounded  by  broken  steeps  hung 
with  biich  and  cedar,  and  shaded  with  every  tint 
bf  green,  from  the  deep  verdure  of  the  hemlock  to 
the  paler  foliage  of  the  paw -paw  and  fringe-tree.* 
A  more  lovely  and  impressive  spot  the  light  of  day 
never  shone  into. 

The  sun  was  in  the  centre  of  the  heavens  as  I 
stood  beneath  that  stupendous  arch,  watching  the 
swallows  wheeling  around  the  airy  vault  above 
tne,  and  yet  more  than  half  the  glen  was  in  deep 
shadow.  I  had  been  told,  whether  Jestingly  or 
not,  that  the  place  was  a  favourite  retreat  for  bears 
panthers ;  and  while  following  down  the  brook 
1/  yards,  I  was  somewhat  startled,  upon  casting 
*  ChiotiEiDthiis  Virgimca. 
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ai'gluice  into  a  recess  in  the  rocky  bank  abovrai^ 

to  meet  a  pair  of  bright  ey&,  glaring  from  ^iH 

bushes  which  sheltered  the  nook.    But  the  suiM^I 

movement  of  drawing  a  pistol  frighterwd  tlie  4^H 

animal  from  its  covert,  and  it  proved  to  be  ^^H 

an  opossum,  that  glided  along  the  trunk  of  a  fiB^I 

tree  and  disappeared  in  the  thickets  abore.    ^M 

paused   again  and   again,   in  retracing  my  «M^| 

through  the  sinuous  vault,  to  admire  its  gkN)iM|H 

grandeur;    and  then  mounted    my    horse,    >M^| 

was  tethered  in  the  swamp  at  its  entrauce.         ^H 

My  road  led  immediately  over  the  tunnel ;  b^H 

the  thick    forest  on  cither  Mde  precluded  a  'nib^l 

from  the  (op  of  the  precipice,  unless  bv  approM^^I 

ing  its  edge.     This  it  was  necessary  to  do  on  fo^^l 

The  glen  thus  viewed  presents  the  appearancel^H 

a  mere  fissure  in  the  mountain  side ;  but  the  chal^H 

is  so  sudden  and  deep  that  the  first  ghmcc  h  MH^| 

ling  when  your  foot  presses  the  edge;  and  Tt)^^| 

eye    swims   when  it   would  pierce  the  shado«^| 

gorge  below.     I'hc  tall  sapling  growth  of  btickejiiH 

and  hnden  that  spring  within  the  dell,  aud  Hfl^l 

their  slender  stems  and  sickly-coluun.'d  leavi-«il^| 

aspiringly,  yet  faimingly,  towards  the  light,  aial^l 

into  mere  shrubs  when  viewed  from  this  vmioenc^^l 

while  the  pines  and  oaks  around  you,  whicA  h'^l 

appearetl  equally  insigniticant  when  viewed  frasH 
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,  seem  now 


almost  ti 


iterlace  their  branches 

tbe  gulf.     A  tbrilliDg  incident  is  said  to  have 

years    since.     There   is  a 

midway  in  ihe  face  of  the 


over 

occurred    here    a    few 
cavernous  recess  about 
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precipice,  whose  height,  you  will  recollect,  is  esti- 
mated at  more  than  three  hundred  feet ;  and  some 
bold  adventurer  determined  to  be  let  down  to  ex- 
plore this  fissure.  He  easily  found  some  of  his 
acquaintance  who  consented  to  assist  in  the  experi- 
nKDt ;  and  standing  on  the  edge  of  the  chasiiif 
they  began  to  lower  him  down  by  a  rope  attached 

bJB  body. 

After  descending  some  forty  or  fifty  feel,  our 
adventurer  discovered  that  the  side  of  the  pre- 
cipice shelved  so  much  inwardly  that  it  was  ini- 
poauble  fur  him  to  touch  the  wall,  even  at  so  short 
a  distance  from  the  top.  It  wae  neces^ry  then 
(o  provide  some  pointed  irelrument  by  which  he 
oould  hold  on  to  the  face  of  the  cliff  as  he  de- 
sceiuted.  He  was  accordingly  pulled  up  once 
more,  and  then,  after  providing  himself  with  a 
"  PS'"  *""  ^°"S  fifth-spear,  much  used  in  the  adja- 
eent  rivers,  he  started  anew  upon  his  peritoua 
voyage.  The  gig  appeared  to  answer  its  purpose 
extremely  well,  though  tbe  task  of  thrusting  it 
from  time  to  time  in  the  crevices  of  the  rock,  as 
the  cord  was  gradually  slacked  from  above,  m 
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boch  tiresome  and  exhausting.     The  point  ] 
posed  was  just  attainetl,  and    the  patient   i 
tuner  vas  about  to  reap  the  reward  of  his  toil,! 
plant  bis  foot  in  the  fissure,  when  bis  cotnpi 
shnuted  from  above  that  tfaeir  coil  of  rope  had 
ruti  out. 

It  was  too  proroking  to  be  thus  a  Kcond  I 
disappointed,  nhen  his  object  seemed  almost  4 
in  his  grasp,  and  but  a  few  more  yarda  of  1 
would  have  enabled  liim  to  complete  his  ptirj 
He  had  given  too  much  trouble,  and  encounfljj 
too  much  peril,  now  lo  abandon  his  design  i 
pletely.  Thus  reasoned  the  bold  cragsntaOt' 
clinging  like  a  bat  to  the  wall,  he  hung  mid 
lietween  heaven  and  earth ;  and  determining  not 
lu  give  up  his  point,  he  shouted  to  his  oomradn 
M  splice  a  grape-fin^  to  the  end  of  the  rope  I 
The  substitute  was  easily  procured,  and  hdan 
ijuickly  attached,  more  line  was  at  once  payid 
KUt  from  above.  He  had  now  descended  to  far 
that  the  shelving  precipice  projected  far  over  hi* 
head,  almost  hke  the  flat  ceiling  of  a  rhai 
but  6till  his  fishing-apcar  enabled  him  to  1 
close  lo  the  face  of  the  rock,  and  practice  ^ 
taught  him  to  handle  it  with  dexterity  and  eOD- 
fitlence.  He  is  at  last  opposite  to  the  cavenwui 
iipotiing  he  would  explore;  and  without  waJtia|C 
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I  to  measure  its  depth,  he  balances  himself  against 
ing  point  of  rock  witli  one  hand,  while  the 
Mrikes  his  javelin  at  a  crevice  in  the  sides 


i  befor 


him 


The  s 


-  falls 


t 


spear  i 

Bhort ;  the  adventurer  is  at  once  detached  from 
the  face  of  the  cliff  to  which  he  had  been  so  care- 
fullj  adhering;  and  the  great  angle  at  which  the 
rope  that  sustains  him  has  been  now  drawn,  sends 
■him  swinging  like  a  pendulum  over  the  frightful 
^If.  The  grape-vine— BO  strong  and  secure  as 
long  as  there  isa  perpendicular  pull  upon  it— now 
cracks  and  splits  as  if  its  fibres  could  not  bear  the 
strain  ;  while  the  weight  at  the  end  of  it  spins 
round  in  the  air,  and  the  frayed  bark  falls  in 
strips  upon  the  alarmed  cragsman,  as  he  watches 
it  grate  off  upon  the  e<lge  of  the  precipice  above 
him.  He  maintains  his  self-possession,  however, 
while  his  companions  pull  carefully  and  steadily 
apun  the  fragile  cable.  He  soon  sees  the  knot  at 
which  the  rope  is  tied  to  it  in  their  hands,  and  a 
shout  of  triumph  hails  his  approach  to  the  top, 
where  he  is  at  last  safely  landed ;  perfectly  con- 
conceive,  to  forego  all  the  pleasure 
L  that  might  have  arisen  from  a  more  satisfactory 
(examination  of  the  recess,  from  which  he  had 
made  so  expeditious  and  invulunlary  an  exit. 
The  hair-breadth  escape  of  this  cool  climber  of 
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crafts  reminds  me  of  one  equally  thrilling  that  I 
received  from  the  lips  of  the  hero  of  it,  soon  after 
entering  these  mountains.  But  as  I  am  now  stop- 
ping at  this  place  to  recruit  from  a  recent  indispo- 
sition, I  must  reserve  the  incident  to  employ  my 
leisure  in  another  letter. 
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LETTER  XLV. 

Chilhowee  Springs,  May  8th,  1834. 
I  HAD  heard  of  a  remarkable  saltpetre  cave, 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  inn  where  I  was  staying, 
at  Cumberland  Oap,  and  was  anxious  to  explore 
it.  There  was  an  individual  in  the  neighbourhood 
who  was  said  to  have  worked  in  the  cavern,  in 
manufacturing  saltpetre,  at  a  time  when  there  was 
a  great  demand  for  gunpowder,  during  the  last 
war.  This  man  I  attempted  to  procure  as  a 
guide ;  but  though  he  acted  as  a  pioneer  for  me 
to  several  wild  scenes,  nothing  could  persuade 
him  to  take  me  to  this.  He  at  length,  with  some 
emotion,  assigned  his  reasons;  which  will  better 
appear  after  I  have  given  you  the  features  of  the 
place,  as  they  were  described  to  me.  The  open- 
ing of  the  cavern  is  in  West  Virginia,  on  the  side 
of  the  Cumberland  Mountains;  but  one  of  its 
branches  has  been  traced  far  into  the  adjacent 
State  of  Kentucky,  and  there  are  said  to  be  seve- 
ral chambers  of  it  in  Tennessee.  I  have  myself, 
indeed,  in  exploring  one  of  its  supposed  passages. 
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that  opened  two  miles  from  the  msin  etnboiu^ott, 
passed  the  dividing  tine  of  two  of  tbcw  Stat» 
The  moat  direct  of  its  branches  has,  in  foraMr 
years,  been  measured  with  a  chain,  lo  tb«  extoil 
of  seven  miles.*  The  form  of  the  caveni  i*  u  n- 
markahle  as  its  size :  as.  just  far  eaough  «ithio 
the  entrance  to  shroud  it  in  darkf>ess,  thrre  u  a 
precipice  of  more  than  two  hundred  feet  (tw« 
hundred  and  sixty-two  in  said  to  be  the  uieasund 
depth);  end  the  only  mode  of  advancing  farther 
into  the  cave  is  by  descending  here,  arhcn  you 
to  a  flat  surface,  whereon  your  farther  p 
is  unimpeded.  The  sides  uf  the  ] 
marked  here  and  there  by  ledges  of  r 
the  persons  employed  in  manufacturing  i 
had,  with  considerable  ingenuity,  adjubtrd  a 
of  ladders  from  one  ledge  tu  another, 
form,  apparently,  a  continuous  slaircaw  down  the 
perpendicular  side  of  the  cbff. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  twenty  years  i 
cave  became  deserted.     The  p«»pulation  I 
not  dense  around,  and  tliere  being  but  little  fl 
along  the  nearest  lughway,  the  place  wiu  uddon 
mentioned,   aiul   never   reBorted   to.     It  chanctd 


wrtcn  you 
'arthrr  m^h 
e  pr«^j^H 
frock«^^l 

trda^^H 

!  down  tbc 

ittlct^W^^ 


'  Tills,  u  the  R»der  ti  probably  i 
unknown  limits  of  ihe  ctlcbtatnl  * 


■mv,  it  sMhing  ID  d*  «• 
BlunnuNb-can"  gl  Imb- 


» 
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day.  about  six  years  dnce,  that  the  man  whom 
I  wished  now  to  guide  me  thither  passed  the  mouth 
of  the  cavern,  with  a  companion,  in  hunting.  Sit- 
ting down  near  it,  to  refresh  themselves,  they 
began  to  recall  their  recollection  of  those  who  had 
worked  in  the  cave  in  by-gone  years;  and  the 
period  seemed  so  recent,  that  they  thought  it 
wortb  while  to  look  whether  none  of  their  imple- 
ments, then  used,  were  yet  to  be  found  in  the  pit ; 
determining  that  any  of  the  tools  that  might  be 
left,  after  so  long  an  interval,  would  be  a  fair 
prize  for  themselves. 

Entering  the  cavern,  they  first,  by  the  light  of 
s  pine-torch,  carefully  examined  the  wooden  lad- 
ders which  had  been  now  for  sixteen  years  exposed 
to  the  damps  of  the  place.  They  had  been  made 
of  cedar,  and  still  appeared  sound.  The  cautious 
hunters  agreed  that  all  was  right,  and  both  de- 
scended. They  reached  the  bottom  in  safety, 
and,  as  expected,  they  found  several  neglected 
tools  still  remaining  there;  and  selecting  a  pick- 
axe and  a  spade,  they  commenced  their  ascent 
upon  the  ladders.  The  first  Hight  was  soon  ac- 
complished ;  but  their  sieps  became  slower  as 
they  got  farther  from  the  bottom,  and  as  the  im- 
fjeraents  which  they  carried  could  not  be  ba- 
lanced upon  the  shoulders,  eacii  had  but  u 
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iipoB  tke  kdder,  and  of  ecMine,  as  that 
tmdy  each  vas  compeHed  to  move  more  and  man 
caicfiillj.  Patieooe  and  ateadioess,  hoverer,  al 
last  faniogfat  them  near  the  snnwniL  Id  fact,  the 
up|Mr  miig  of  the  ladder  was  in  Tiew,  when  the 
fuifioU  man  taking  hold  of  one  more  decajcd 
than  the  rest,  it  broke  in  Us  grasp,  and  he  fidi 
baokwaid  with  his  whole  weight  upon  the  dieil  of 
his  oampanion;.tlie  other  reded  and  staggeied 
with  the  Uov,  but  idU  kepi  his  one-handed  hold 
upan  die  ladder.  The  iron  tools  went  dai^jiag 
to  the  bottom.  There  was  a  moment  of  intense 
aaxieCT  whether  he  could  snttain  his  comrade; 

mr 

there  was  another  of  thrilling  doubt  whether 
comrade  could  regain  the  ladder ;  and  both 
indoded  in  one  mortal  agonj  of  fear  and  horror. 
But  the  filling  man  dotdxd  the  ladder  instandy, 
and  lajring  a  fiantic  grip,  with  both  hands,  upoa 
the  sides  ther  gained  the  top,  at  last,  together. 
^  Straoger,^  concluded  the  man,  while  his  Toice 
fahered  at  the  end  of  the  tde,  ^  we  knelt  to  God 
at  the  mouth  of  that  cstc,  and  swore  never  to  enter 

Some  ten  or  twelre  miles  £nom  the  Tunnel,  1 
stopped  to  dine  with  a  cottager,  whose  ^>«tmKi;«k^ 
ment  and  nxeption  were  both  marked  bj  that 
union  of  poTertj  and  politenesi  which  character- 
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izea  the  lower  classes  of  western  ^'i^frinia^s.  He 
hot)  nothing,  be  said,  for  me  to  eat,  but  t  was  wel- 
come to  what  he  had,  if  1  could  dine  in  a  room 
with  hair  a  dozen  sick  children. 

Bacon  and  greens,"  a^  usual,  was  the  dinner; 

my  host  pouretl  me  out  a  good  cup  of  coHee, 
hile  his  wife  was  stilling  the  cries  of  an  infant  in 
her  arms,  and  minislering  to  the  wants  of  several 
little  sufferers,  on  a  trundle-bed,  in  one  comer  of 
the  xpartment.  The  good  man  told  me  that  this 
was  (be  only  illness  with  which  his  household  had 
e*-er  bei-n  visited  ;  "  and  as  these  are  (he  only  re- 
iaiioHi  J  have"  he  added,  "  I  feel  some  concern  to 
get  them  all  upon  their  feet  again ;  for  I  want  to 
raise  the  whole  of  them." 

In  further  conversation  I  found  that  the  illness 
with  which  this  family  was  aiHicted  was  the  scar- 
let-ferer,  which,  with  the  measles  and  other  similar 
complaints,  seems  to  make  up  the  brief  list  of 
diseases  that  find  their  way  into  this  healthy  re- 
gion. The  measles  and  Bcarlet-fevei-  are  now  both 
prevailing  to  a  great  extent,  and  I  am  just  reco- 
vering from  a  light  attack  of  the  latter,  incurred, 
probably,  by  my  visit  to  the  cottager.  I  kept  the 
saddle  for  a  day  or  two,  in  hopes  of  the  great 
panacea,  exercise,  overcoming  even  so  virulent  a 
mplaint  as  this;  but  after  holding  out  with  dif- 
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ftcuhy  until  I  reached  Abingdoa,  I  was  glad  lo 
have  recourse  to  Uocet  and  powders,  anitr  the 
auspices  of  a  physiciin ;  and  I  was  90  udsibimI, 
during  the  few  days  which  I  passed  mt  Abingdoa, 
that  the  bustling  little  court-town  supplied  ok 
with  nothing  of  particiiUr  ioteresi  to  odd  to  tUi 
letter;  cor  could  I,  perhaps,  ooDclude  it  better 
than  with  the  simple  but  thrilling  rdation  of  the 
cottager,  whose  isolated  condition  was  ao  cooJlv 
alluded  to  by  himself,  in  telling  me  of  the  illimt 
of  his  children.  The  father  of  my  host,  who  «a» 
a  middle-aged  man,  had  been  amuof;  (he  early  Mt- 
tiers  of  this  mountain  r^on ;  and  the  tmcX  of  bis 
being  now  without  any  blood  reUtionft,  except 
those  collected  around  his  own  l>e«rtb,  arOM  fnnn 
all  his  kindred  having  perished  in  difierent  batitr 
frays,  many  years  since.  His  fathec*a  (unUy  had 
been  cut  off  at  a  blow,  whUe  he  was  yet  a  child; 
and  the  story  of  their  fate  was  to  tJlia  cSWt:— 

It  was  the  season  for  gathering  pciacbn,  tai 
Jrii'ing  them  for  winter  use ;  and  some  at  tbe  outr 
dwellers  in  these  fertile  valleys  bad  alrvacij  apRMl 
the  sliced  fruit  on  the  sheds  of  tbcir  outbooaea,  to 
he  acted  upon  by  the  declining  bat  still  ardenl  tun 
of  summer.  A  clump  of  trees,  richly  laJen  witfa 
peaches,  stood  upon  a  knoll  near  Ihe  nAgc  at  titt 
forest,  and  wichin  a   few   hundred  yards  of  tbe 
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cabin  of  a  settler.  The  owner  of  the  cabin  was 
away  from  home,  and  his  eldest  son  had  been  aent 
over  the  hills  upon  some  distant  errand ;  while  the 
mother  of  the  family,  with  another  son  and  a 
daughter,  were  left  to  the  care  of  an  uncle  of  the 
diildren.  They  were  all,  one  <]uiet  August  even- 
ing,  collected  around  the  hillock  already  mention- 
ed ;  some  were  employed  in  stripping  the  trees 
of  their  prolilic  burthen,  and  some  in  filling  their 
ba^ets  with  the  balmy  fruit,  as  it  lay  scattered 
upon  the  ground.  The  little  girl  had  partly 
climbed  a  tree,  and  was  engaged  in  hamling 
the  peaches  within  reach  to  her  mother ;  the 
boy  stood  thrashing  the  drooping  boughs  by  the 
side  of  his  parent ;  but  the  uncle  was  separated 
from  the  group,  while  filling  his  basket  from  the 
ground  on  the  other  side  of  the  knoll.  As  he 
stooped  to  pick  up  the  fruit,  a  shot,  a  scream,  and 
a  bullet  whistling  over  his  head,  tuld  him,  in  a  mo- 
meot,  that  the  dreaded  savages  were  upon  them. 
He  looked,  and  the  girl  hod  tumbled  from  the  tree, 
like  a  bird  from  a  bough,  upon  the  bosom  of  her 
mother.  The  sight  of  his  a.gonized  sister  struck 
horror  to  the  heart  of  the  pioneer ;  but  his  experi- 
F  such  scenes  suggested  that,  all  unarmed  as 
.,  he  must  abandon  her  to  her  fate,  and  seek 
rrenge  hereafter,  or  be  butchered,  in  vain  resist- 
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•aee,  npon  the  ^»t.  ADotber  scTenm  fratn  ikr 
phrenoed  lootfa^r,  and  he  sav  tbe  hatdKt  of  ■ 
ladun  buried  in  the  brain  of  the  terrified  boy, 
wIm  dung  to  her  for  procectioo,  aa  the  dmoriar 
GgOfc  leaped,  with  uplifted  ann,  from  a  nei^bmir- 
ing  thicket.  Had  he  looked  agaiii,  be  might  hai* 
seat  the  red  hand  of  a  ravage  twioed  iti  the  lodu 
at  his  unbappj  aster :  but  horror  had  sliul  tih 
heart  upon  ber.  He  looked  not,  be  waited  not,  liB, 
shriek  od  shriek,  her  cries  rang  in  bis  ears,  cadi 
n>ore  piercing  than  the  last.  He  knew  that  the 
biDodi,  on  whose  side  he  was  staiMfing,  hid 
hitherto  skreeoed  his  form  from  the  keen  tm 
of  the  lodiaDs ;  that  bis  posttioa  gave  him  a 
chance  of  escape,  — a  start  in  the  deatb.t«ce :  and 
he  seized  it  with  the  eagaiwaB  of  de^petatica 
Fear  lent  bitn  wings,  and  be  bad  gained  lbs  OBav 
of  ibc  wcmmI  before  tbe  aaTaga  had  ioMbed  faiad* 
ing  their  captive,  and  scalping  tbe  duldm  brfsw 
the  eyes  of  their  ffloth«r:  but  her  horrid  137  eeboei! 
upon  his  farain  like  a  deatb-pod,  loc^  afterward; 
and  when,  upon  rtluming  with  his  ikeigfaboon  to 
■  he  fatal  scene  of  the  cataatrophe,  her  bodj  oouU 
not  be  found  beside  tbow  of  ber  cbtldreOt  and  btt 
doom,  aa  a  priwneT,  had  been  confirmed  hj  otbn 
evidence,  he  disappeared  from  the  oountrr,  and. 
like  tbe  unhappy  woman  ha^elf.  waa  navcr  bori 
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of  more.  The  father  of  the  family  learned,  at  a 
distance,  of  the  desolation  which  had  fallen  upon 
his  household,  and  wandering  to  some  remote  spot 
on  the  border,  he  never  returned  to  his  ruined 
home ;  while  the  last  of  the  family,  growing  up  to 
man'^s  estate,  now  enjoyed  the  little  patrimony  of 
which  I  found  him  in  possession,  and  of  which 
these  disastrous  events  had  made  him  the  only 
heir. 


A    VIEGtMA    JCLEP. 


LETTER    XLVI. 


Farisburgh,  Giles  Co^  Wesi  Viipuia,  Mty  )3ik, 
"  You  look  fainlish,  sir,"  quoth  mine  bast,  luk- 
ering  me  into  the  bar-room,  at  the  first  inn  when 
I  stopped,  after  again  finding  myself  well  enough 
to  resume  my  journey.  "  A  julep,  sir,  by  all  raeaat; 
let  me  recommend  a  julep.  The  ubie  »-ill  not  he 
spread  in  some  time  yet,  and  we  Virginians  thjat 
that  there  is  nothing  between  a  long  ride  ud  ■ 
late  breakfast  hke  a  julep.""  Suiting  the  adton  to 
the  word,  the  landlord  poured  a  deep  dml- 
coloured  beverage  from  a  pitcher  that  stood 
and  handed  me  the  renovating  cup.  But 
not  that  the  mild  and  refreshing  draught 
I  placed  to  tny  lips  bore  any  resembUoc*  1^ 
the  acrid  and  scorching  mixture  drunk  uodtt 
the  same  name  on  buard  of  steambosta  and  in 
taverns  at  the  North.  The  various  liquors  tbtf 
combine  in  a  Virginia  julep  nrr  mixed  in  T<rr 
small  quantities,  and  the  flavour  of  each  ia  mad' 
to  blend  so  perfectly  with  the  fragrant  brrb  wMcfi 
imparts   its   aroma   to  all,    that  the 
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balmy  cordial  resembles  more  a  cup  of  old  me- 
theglin  than  a  recent  compound.     The  use  of  this 
morning  draught  is  deduced  from  that  period  when 
a  gentleman  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  stirred  his 
tankard  with  a  sprig  of  rosemary ;  and  the  custom 
of  serving  it  round  to  the  chambers  of  guests  be- 
fore breakfast  is,  I  am  told,  still  religiously  ob- 
I-^erved  by  some  of  the  old  planters  of  Virginia, 
wlake  "  the  stirrup-cup"  which  is  here  handed  you 
t  the  door  of  every  cabaret  when  about  to  mount, 
1  the  "spiced  posset"  that  is  sometimes  offered 
f  mine  host  when  about  to  retire  for  the  night,  it 
■ust  be  viewed  as  a  relic  of  ancient  manners,  and 
lot  be  thought  to  imply  the  existence  of  dissipated 
,  for  so  far  as  my  own  observation  has  ex- 
uded, there  is  not  the  least  ground  for  such  a 
ain  attaching  to  the  hearty  hospitality  of  the 
Vest-Virginians  and  Kentiickians. 
I  spent  a  night  at  thefluuri^ihing  town  of  Evans- 
ham  in  Wythe  county,  on  my  way  from  the  Cbil- 
bowee  Springs  hither ;   and   was  well  accommo- 
dated at  a  spacious  inn  whi<:h  had  a  broad  piazaa 
extending  along  the  whole  front,  with  a  pretty  plot 
of  shrubbery  skreening  it  from  the  street.     The 
place  was  filled  with  country  waggons  and  mounted 
yeomanry,  which,  with  the  display  of  goods  ID  the 
s  shops  along  the  main  street,  gave  it  a  busy 
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and  thriving  appearance.  1  fell  in  hen  nth  » 
joung  Carulinian,  who  had  travelled  thu>  tm 
across  the  country  on  Ins  way  to  ibe  While  Suk 
phur  Springs  ;  and  bt-ing  <3esin>us  of  visiung  Uui 
celebrated  watering-place,  1  have  cootcnud  l» 
deviate  »i  far  from  my  direct  route  u>  Wnfaiii^ 
ton  that  we  may  travel  tt^ther.  3 
has  brought  a  tilbury  with  hJm  from  the  Itiw. 
try,  which  is  very  much  out  of  place  in  ihia  iimud* 
tain-region,  and  seems  to  be  rtrgarrlcd  with  gnat 
curiosity  by  people  who  travel  alto^rlhtf  ob 
horseback.  The  roads  are  >o  bad,  lai>,  that  ray 
fellow-traveller  is  cuiitinuaily  envying  me  my 
independent  mode  of  travelling,  a»  I  pick  mr  path 
where  a  wheel- carriage  cannot  get  along,  or  mo** 
front  the  high  way  at  pleasure  to  enjuy  tbe  beautiful 
views  which  continually  open  upon  ui.  NoiMm 
can  be  more  lovely,  grand,  and  peculiar  tliau  ttune 
of  theae.  In  one  plac^*,  where  we  struck  the  K»- 
nawha  river,  we  bad  coosurocd  tome  time  a 
gaining  the  summit  of  a  pine  rtdgr  by  auractiKM 
winding  ascenta,  whi^-h  carried  uh  «o  i^aduaU) 
from  one  acclivity  to  another  till  we  IukI  gaiwd 
(he  topmost  height,  tjiat  it  was  only  by  calehiog 
through  the  trees  aa  occaitiunal  glimpse  ofa  eullK 
vated  valley  behind  that  we  could  at  all  raalhe 
ihe  great  elevulion   lo  which  wc  were  atu 
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But  «Ten  these  glimpses  were  at  last  lost  in 
a  dark  pine  forest  which  thickened  around  us, 
and,  closing  the  prospect  before  as  well  as  be- 
hind, completely  shut  from  view  the  sheer  de- 
acent  of  the  ridge  on  the  opposite  side,  until  we 
were  on  the  very  edge  of  the  declivity.  Here 
llip  rond  in  descending  made  an  abrupt  turn, 
and  being  cut  out  of  the  precipitous  hilUside, 
presented  a  most  peculiar  appearance  when  after- 
ward viewed  from  helow.  This  abrupt  turn, 
however,  was  not  perceptible  from  the  top,  until 
we  had  actually  gained  it ;  and  the  effect  pro- 
duced by  looking  a  few  yards  in  advance  was 
ibat  of  glancing  over  a  sheer  precipice,  to  the 
edge  of  which  you  were  apparently  guiding  your 
borse  with  a  fated  hand ;  and  you  might  even 
b^n  to  calculate  how  far  the  stunted  evergreens 
that  »bot  out  from  the  bank-Bide,  or  the  vine- 
webbed  boughs  which  seemed  netted  so  closely 
Idgeiber  in  the  moist  valley  below,  would  soften 
your  sudden  descent.  The  valley  itself  was  but 
a  few  acres  in  extent,  with  a  small  cleared  spot 
in  the  centre;  and  so  completely  was  it  hedged 
ta  by  ihe  Kpurs  of  several  mountain- ridges  which 
here  interlaced,  that  the  sun,  when  we  first  view. 
ed  it  from  above,  appeared  hardly  to  penetrate  its 
bosom. 
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was  the  march  that  had  rung  through  these  glens 
when  Lord  Dunmore  carried  the  flower  of  Virgi- 
Ilia  to  the  border,  to  check  the  horrors  of  Indian 
vengeance.*  A  vengeance  which,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted —  now  that  the  intervention  of  many  years 
allows  us  to  form  a  more  impartial  judgment  upon 
the  actors  in  those  scenes-— was  provoked  by  the 
most  intolerable  wrongs.     Some  of  these  —  singu- 

*  One  division  of  this  force,  a  thousand  strong,  was  van- 
quished in  open  field  by  the  united  Delawares  and  Shawanees. 
The  sctioD,  which  lasted  from  dawn  to  sunset,  was  fought  on 
the  narrow  poini  of  land  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Ohio 
and  Kenawha.  Logan,  Cornstalk,  Elenipseco,  and  many  other 
celebrated  chiefs  were  present,  and  were  often  heard  loudly 
encoaraging  their  warriors.  Cornstalk,  sachem  of  the  Shawa- 
nees, and  leader  of  the  northern  confederacy  (afterward  so 
craeDy  botcheied  by  the  whites  —  see  Note  M),  was  particu- 
Uriy  conspicuous.  As  the  repeated  charges  of  the  whites  be- 
came more  warm  and  determined,  the  Indian  line  began  to 
waver,  and  several  were  seen  to  give  way.  The  heroic  Shawa- 
instantly  upon  the  spot,  and  his  pealing  cry,  ^  Be 
strong!"  was  heard  distinctly  above  the  din  of  the 
conflict.  Like  Dundee,  he  inflicted  the  punishment  of  cow 
ardice  upon  the  first  recreant  with  his  own  hand.  He  buried 
his  batdiet  in  the  head  of  one  of  his  warriors,  and  indignantly 
fbvDing  the  rest,  completely  restored  the  battle.  It  was  in 
ibe  treaty  that  followed  this  victory  that  the  Mingoe  chiefWn 
Loj^y  while  refusing  to  be  included  in  it,  delivered  the  cele- 
brated speech  which  Mr.  Jefferson  has  preserved  in  his  Notes 
on  Vif^nia,  for  the  admiration  of  the  world. — **  Jefferton's 
Hotetf* «  Bordt-  Wan;''  «  M'Clung't  Sketches,"  «cc. 
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larly  aggravated  in  character  by  atteoiling  drcuiD- 
stances — the  pen  of  genius  has  long  since  r«ica«d 
froni  oblivion ;  and  the  cold-blood  butdirry  of  tht 
noble  Mingoe'fi  family  has  become  the  trite  Umsc 
of  the  schoo1-boy''9  declamation.  But  tbere  ven 
other  provocaiions  on  the  part  of  the  whiter  vhkk 
were  more  calculated  to  exasperate  the  lodiuu  la 
implacBble  hostility,  than  «veti  the  black  deed  ti 
Colonel  Cresap,  Such,  in  fact,  was  the  alroCMrtt 
murder  of  "  The  Bald  Eagle,"  a  IK-Uwar*  durf. 
tain,  whose  unmerited  and  shocking  fate  provokfd 
his  warlike  nation  to  take  a  part  in  the  lodiw 
Rising  which  preceded  the  treaty  with  the  aDied 
tribes  in  1763.  The  story  of  this  friendly  aad 
much-injured  sagamore  has  been  briefly  told  by 
more  than  one  chronicler  :  but  as  1  Km  now  coPk 
furtably  seated  in  '*  the  6etl  inn's  Itett  niom"  iktl 
the  village  of  Parit'burg  alTords  I  know  not  horn 
I  can  more  agree^ly  while  anay  tiie  eveoiug  thiP 
in  finisfaiug  this  letter  by  recalling  it  here. 


The  tribe  of  "The  Bald  RagU"  bad  bee«  iMV 
at  (>eace  with  the  whites.  The  aged  aagaHMR 
had  acquired  their  languiige,  and  bcrunic  famiiiar 
with  their  manners.  He  was  a  fVequent  rhittrit 
the  fort  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kenawlia; 
and   the  soldiers'   children    would   ail    upon  l^ 
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blanket  of  the  kind  old  Indian,  while  he  fitted  tbe 
arrows  of  reed  to  their  mimic  bows  for  them,  and 
beguiled  the  sunny  hours  with  some  ancient  legend 
of  his  people ;  traditions  of  their  fabulous  battles 
with  the  all-devouring  Gitche-pezheke,'  that  would 
make  young  eyes  dilate  with  wonder ;  and  fearful 
tales  of  murdered  chieftains  who,  when  the  baish- 
kwa  (night-hawk)  flitted  through  the  wood,  and 
the  bright  foot-prints  gleamed  along  The  Path  of 
Ihostsjf  woyld  stalk  round  the  lodges  of  their 
indred,  and  whisper  the  story  of  their  fate  to  the 
■dy  avengers  of  blood  within.  Often,  at  noon- 
le,  or  when  the  ruddy  hues  of  sunset  were  soft- 
l  on  the  bosom  of  the  broad  Ohio,  his  bark- 
■  would  be  seen  skimming  the  river,  towards 
;  fort,  while  the  urchins  ran  down  to  meet  the 
btumlesB  old  man.  and  supplied  him  with  sweet* 
meals  and  tobacco,  in  return  for  the  trifling  pre- 
sents he  would  bring  them  from  his  forest  home 
— baskets  of  the  flexile  and  delicate-hued  birch, 
pouches  of  the  variegated  and  platted  porcupine- 
qmlls,  and  fillets  woven  by  the  daughters  of  the 
chief,  from  the  Haming  feathers  of  the  |moning- 


•  The  fouil  raatnnioih  it  ihus  named  by  ihe  Indian*. 
t  This  is  the  name  of  [he  Milky  Way  among  our  northern 
mb«s. 

I  "Die  high-holJ  or  golden-winged  woodpecker. 
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gwuna.  Twilight  would  come,  and  ibe  whi 
will  commeDce  his  evening  cull  tram  the  hill-«idv, 
while  the  garrulous  andent  still  lingered  with  Ut 
hoyiah  pkyaiales;  but  night  again  wouki  lind  las 
frail  shallop  drifting  down  the  stream,  while)  ercr 
and  anoD,  tlie  chief  would  pause  as  be  pli«d  hit 
paddle,  to  return  the  salute  of  some  friendlr  pi»> 
neer,  who,  ia  the  existing  peace  upon  the  border, 
had  ventured  to  place  his  cabin  on  tbe  abore. 

Many  months  had  passed  away,  aud  stitl  witii 
each  returning  week  the  children  wmtcbed  for  thcif 
swarthy  visiter ;  and  never  failed  al  last  to  are  kk 
paddle  Hashing  behind  some  green  pronuMituTT, 
and  soon  impelhng  his  light  canoe  U[kiq  thebnch 
beside  them.  But  at  length  the  chieftain  oanw  w 
more :  the  little  gifts  which  they  had  prejiared  IdK 
their  novelty ;  and  they  longed  in  vain  for  the  aU 
l>olawarc  to  string  their  bows  anew,  or  to  b 
them  wild  plums  from  the  islands,  and  tbeJ 
fruit  of  the  paw-paw  from  owr  the  rnreri| 
still  The  Bald  Eagle  came  not.  The  wbhehl 
could  tell  nothing  of  him,  and  tite  fvv  i 
along  the  stream  declared  that  th^y  had  bfl  ma 
him  floating  safely  past  their  cabins,  with  pipe  in 
muulh  as  usuni,  and  wending  his  way  tothevilUp 
of  his  tribe  far  down  tbe  river :  but  the  neighbour* 
ing  Indians  do  longiT  brought  ll 
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wild-honey  from  the  wood,  their  otter-traps  had 
been  withdrawn  from  the  cane-brake,  and  the  light 
of  their  torches  was  no  more  seen  upon  the  river, 
guiding  iliem  in  the  favourite  sport  of  spearing 
the  fish  that  teem  in  its  waters. 

The  garrison  was  not  dismayed  at  the  ominous 
Mlence ;  yet  the  sudden  cessation  of  all  intercourse 
between  themselves  and  the  Indians  threw  a  gloom 


over  the  little  c 
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munity. 


There  was  o 


s  among 


tir  number  who  could  have  unravelled  the  mys- 
it  was  one  who,  like  the  murderer  of  Logan's 
Camily,  had  forged  at  least  one  link  in  the  mon- 
strous chain  of  injury  whicli  was  at  this  moment 
knitdng  the  neighbouring  tribes  together  in  bitter 
liosltlily  to  the  whites,— it  was  the  assassin  of  The 
Bald  Eagle.  This  man,  as  it  afterward  appeared, 
bad  suffered  from  the  Indians  in  former  years,  and 
in  eompUance  with  a  vow  of  vengeance  against 
the  whole  race,  he  had  waylaid  the  friendly  Dela- 
ware on  his  lonely  voyage  down  the  river,  and 
murdered  him  within  a  short  distance  of  the  fort. 
The  deed  was  done  in  darkness  and  in  silence.  Tiie 
superajinuated  warrior  could  make  hut  feeble  re- 
Matance  against  the  athletic  and  implacable  back- 
woodsman. The  fated  savage  pleoiled  vainly  for 
a  momeot,  in  which  to  sing  his  death-song,  but  the 
Indian-hater  was  sleeled  against  the 
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appeal,   and  the  atrocious  violeoce  < 
mated  with  equal  secrecy  and  despatch. 

But  the  blood  of  the  victim  was  yet  t 
the  ground. 

The  revengeful  pioneer  had  accompliahtxl  hii 
first  purpose  of  taking  the  life  of  an  Indian',  he 
was  not  contented,  however,  until  be  had  oddtd 
insult  to  injury,  and  with  ingenious  crusty  eo- 
sureil  that  full  knowledge  of  the  outrage  ahould 
reach  the  friends  of  the  unhappy  subject  of  it ;  ud 
thus  be  proceeded  to  the  accomptisbmeni  of  hi* 
iniquitous  purpose: — he  first  scalped  the  boar]? 
crown  of  the  old  Delaware  ;  and,  next  fixing  lite 
body  in  the  usual  sitting  posture  in  (be  stem  of 
the  canoe,  he  carefully  replaced  the  pipe  in  hii 
mouth,  and  adjusted  the  steering- paddle  to  Uk 
hand  of  the  corpse,  which  soon  »tiBV-ned  an>uBdit- 
A  direction  was  then  ^vcn  to  the  boat  that  ban 
this  ghastly  burden,  and  the  stream  quickly  swept 
it  far  beyond  his  view.  The  abruptncu  of  the 
river's  bank,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  current  dcv 
the  shore,  prevented  the  doomed  bavk  froca  atup- 
ping  in  its  career,  and  hurried  it  on  the  voyi^  Ui 
which  it  was  so  fearfully  freighted.  The  i 
on  the  river's  side  reeogniKed  tbe  wcU-k 
canoe  and  accustomed  form  of  him  that  i 
it,  and  dreaming  not  of  the  fate  that  bad  urcttakM 
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its  master,  they  saluted  him,  as  usual,  from  the 
shore ;  but,  when  they  hailed,  no  friendly  whoop 
replied  to  the  call;  they  beckoned,  but  the  grim 
boatman  heeded  not ;  the  shallop  still  went  on,  for 
ihe  hand  that  guided  kept  it  steadily  on  its  way. 
The  wild  deer,  drinking  from  the  wave,  started  at 

^e   shadow  as  it  glided  before  him  ;  the  raven 
iffed  the  tainted  form,  and  hovered  above  its 

'^ry  head,  yet  dared  not  to  alight  beside  that  rao- 
tionless  and  stern  voyageur.  And  slill  that  bark 
kept  on.     But  now  it  has  neared  the  home  of  the 

;%nirdered  sagamore  ;  and,  like  a  steed  that  knows 

Wile  dwelling  of  its  master,  it  seems  to  be  making 
'Unerringly  for  that  green  headland  where  the 
friends  of  the  loved  sachem  are  waiting  the  wonted 
hour  of  his  return. 

What  more  is  there  to  add?: — the  dumb  mes- 
senger fulfilled  his  mission.  The  neighbouring 
bands  at  once  dug  up  the  tomahawk,  and  runners 
were  instantly  despatched  to  the  remoter  tribes 
the  bloody  war-belt  passed  like  lightning  along  the 
border  :  the  peaceful  Miiigocs  had  wrongs  of  their 
own  to  avenge,  and  needed  not  to  read  its  mystic 
wampum  ;  but  the  red-handled  hatchet  was  shaken 
aJike  among  the  deep  forests  of  Ohio,  on  the  sunny 
prairies  of  Illinois,  and  in  the  dark  glens  of  Penn- 
%j1vania;  while  by  the  thousand  lakes  of  New- 
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York,  the  warlike  bands  thai  haunted  those  cr(«il 
waters  clutched  with  eagerness  the  fearful  m- 
blera- 

The  allotted  da}'s  of  fasting  had  passed  bj  Eat 
(he  friends  of  the  murdered  Delaware ;  tiie  black 
hue  of  mouruing  was  washed  from  their  iDdignant 
brows;  and,  ere  the  crimson  dye  of  battle  bad  dried 
upon  their  cheeks,  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  resoosdcd 
with  the  war-whoop ;  while  tbe  burning  at  tluii 
cabins,  and  the  masaacre  of  their  DcigbbouTK,  p»t 
the  terrified  settlers  the  first  intimatioD  of  ibe  foul 
murder  on  the  Keiiawha. 

The  hormrs  of  the  war  of  retmUstioa  ;  ihus  ooifr- 
nienced,  continued  to  rage  until  Lord  Duiiiiiorr'4 
cx))edition  put  a  periml  to  tlve  Mrifei  and  ibr 
dwellers  on  the  shon?  that  was  coasted  \ty  iixAtad 
boatman  would  long  after  shudder  wh»m  ihej  r* 
niembercd  The  litat  errand  of  the  Bald  EagU. 
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Parisbarg,  Giles  County,  West  Virginia, 
May  14th,  1834. 

Thb  village  near  which  I  have  passed  the  last 
two  days  is  more  romantically  situated  than  any  I 
have  yet  seen  in  Virginia.  It  lies  in  a  deep  valley, 
at  the  base  of  an  isolated  mountain,  which  rears  its 
pyramidal  form  so  far  above  the  surrounding  hills 
that  it  is  popularly  known  by  the  name  of  *^  The 
AngePs  Rest/^  It  was  towards  sunset  when  we 
approached  the  place,  and  the  young  men  of  the 
village  were  collected  on  a  green  adjacent  to  our 
inn,  and  engaged  in  the  sport  of  tossing  a  cannon- 
ball  for  a  wager.  The  players  were  divided  into 
two  parties ;  one  of  which  would  first  have  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  ball,  while  each  member 
would  throw  it  as  far  as  possible  in  advance  of  the 
place  where  it  last  fell,  —  the  final  throw  some- 
times carrying  the  heavy  missile  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  point  where  it  was  first  started. 
The  opposite  side  would  take  it  up  at  this  spot ; 
and  if  their  successive  throws  returned  the  ball  to 
its  starting-place,  and  carried  it  beyond,  they  had 
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won  the  game.  The  sport  is  so  simple  as  to  ei- 
hihit  neither  grace  nor  skill,  but  it  is  a  ver;^  gogd 
method  of  testing  the  aggregate  and  relative 
strength  of  two  bodies  of  men.  The  men  •!» 
were  playing  were  of  a  strong  and  sinewy  makti 
and  of  about  the  middle  sise.  The  Patagooiin 
race  for  which  tltew  mountains,  like  those  of  Vet- 
mont,  are  celebrated,  is  confined  eniirt'lj.-,  totum 
my  observation  extends,  to  a  generation  that  » 
now  almost  extinct. 

Dr.  C,  of  the  Transylvania  Umvrrmty,  a  di*- 
ttnguished  phyMologist,  and  who  would  be  re- 
garded as  a  tall  man  even  in  Kentucky,  bad 
Bjmken  to  me  particularly  about  tlie  gigantic  nee 
of  men  that  I  siiould  6nd  among  these  hi*  native 
hills;  but  go  long  as  1  travelled  with  my  friend 
Profeitsor  L.,  we  met  no  two  indiviiluals  wlm 
could  count  "  twelve  feel  two"  between  thnn,lilEr 
ourselves.  There  wilb  one  young  man,  indeed,  at 
Manchester,  in  Kentucky,  who  had  some  lb 
inches  the  advantage  of  either,  and  towered  ■ 
giant  between  us;  but,  like  the  gold-hubliag 
Hibeniian,  who  threw  away  the  coin  uiion  wUcb 
he  stumbled  when  his  foot  fir.->t  luuclied  the  sborc 
of  promise,  1  omitted  to  run  down  this  native  aad 
take  his  dimeusious,  as  1  expected  aooa  to  gH 
wlicre  sp«^t:imens  were  thicker.     Since  theti  1  han 
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■eea  several  aged  individuaU,  both  male  aod 
f^ale,  of  threescore  and  upwards,  whose  tower- 
log  forms  and  huge  proportions,  still  apparent 
through  the  decrepitude  of  age,  amply  sustained 
rtie  representations  of  Dr.  C. ;  but  the  generation 
that  IB  now  in  its  prime  is  by  no  means  remark- 
able for  either  size  or  make ;  nor  does  it  excel  in 
either  respect  the  ordinary  run  of  men  at  the 
north.  It  is  now  generally  conceded,  I  believe, 
And  so  far  as  my  own  observation  has  exlentled 
-I  am  convinced  of  the  fact,  that  the  largest  race 
of  men  in  the  Union  are  tliose  inhabiting  the  Val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi,  —  an  alluvial,  and  not  a 
mauntainoua  country. 

•  I  had  a  good  opportunity  of  remarking  upon 
ttliis  while  at  Jefferson  Barracks.  The  dragoons 
BUtioned  there  were  all  Americans  ;  in  the  infantry 
there  were  many  Europeans  :  one  company  of  the 
former  had  been  recruited  in  New-Kngland  and 
New- York,  one  in  Indiana,  and  one  in  Missouri. 
The  average  height  of  the  western  recruits  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  much  greater  than  that  of  their 
northern  comrades,  and  far  to  overtop  that  of  the 
Eurtipean  soldier.  The  last,  however,  holds  him- 
■eir  so  much  more  erect  than  either  of  the  others, 
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ference in  iheir  size:  in  activity  the  northem  men 
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yielded  to  neither.  The  existence  uf  s  powel 
race  of  men  in  Vermont  and  W'efttera  Virgim>, 
aoon  after  the  Bettlemeat  of  rhese  regions,  inav  be 
accounted  for  in  the  same  way  that  the  Abaena  of 
deformity  among  the  Indians  le  explaiocd.  Tbt 
hardships  to  which  the  pioneers  were  expoaed  ptv 
vented  any  but  the  most  vigorous  of  their  cfaihtm 
from  surviving  the  trials  to  which  their  ooc»titu< 
tioDs  were  subjected ;  while  the  moliirrs  that  hotx 
them  were,  judging  from  the  few  survivors  that  1 
have  seen,  large  and  athletic  Car  beyond  the  fcmc- 
rality  of  their  sex.  What  wunmii.  indeed,  ufilcw 
slie  had  the  frame,  the  endurance,  and  the  counfte 
of  an  Amazon,  could,  sfler  following  the  pjuiicer  W 
the  wilderness,  help  him  to  build  his  c«bio  of  lop, 
and  use  his  heavy  rifle  in  its  defence  vba  bcr 
husband  was  absent,  as  many  a  female  has  Ao» 
on  (he  border.  But  if  it  be  true,  w  some  batr 
jisserted,  that  the  native  tribes  in  ihc  Valley  « 
the  Mississippi  are  uf  a  larger  make  than  I 
found  on  the  other  side  of  the  Alleghanics,  ti 
are  probably  other  physical  couscb,  tuurvde) 
ent  upon  soil  and  climate,  ojterating  to  j 
this  greater  development  of  the  human  funu. 
subject,  however,  has  been  «»  learnvdly  1 
by  graver  and  more  ingenious  pens,  that  yt 
rt'ndily  dispense  with  my  pursuing  il  here. 
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I  htLve  spent  to-day  in  visiting  a  very  remark- 
able spot  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place.  It 
ia  called  the  Salt  Pond  Mountain.  A  ride  of 
twelve  miles  through  a  rough  but  picturesque 
country  carries  you  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  high- 
est peaks  of  the  Alleghanies,  where  a  deep  tarn 
lies  nestled  in  a  notch  on  the  summit,  as  snugly  as 
if  the  bowl  that  held  it  had  been  scooped  out  for 
a  Titan^s  drinking-cup.  The  pool  is  in  the  form 
of  a  crescent,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length, 
and  limpid  as  the  mountain  air  around  it.  It 
is  said  to  be  more  than  a  hundred  feet  in  depth. 
The  bottom  of  this  singular  lake  is  a  submerged 
forest,  whose  tall  pines  and  hemlocks  still  lift  their 
tops  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  surface ;  and, 
when  standing  on  the  banks,  you  may  see  the  green 
boughs  *^  of  other  days,""  like  the  fabled  towers  of 
liough  Neagh, 

'^  In  the  wave  beneath  you  shining." 

The  lake,  too,  like  another  which  the  music- 
breathing  verse  of  Moore  has  immortalized,  is  said 
never  to  be  ruffled  by  the  dip  of  the  swallow'*s 
wing,  nor  to  reflect  the  form  of  the  eagle  that  sails 
round  the  mountain  pinnacles  near  it.*  Our 
guide  told  us,  with  solemn  visage,  that  the  wild 

•  " That  lake  whose  gloomy  shore 

Skylark  ne?er  warbles  o*er." 
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led,  would  ^^^H 


id  to  htm 
lUin  d^^H 

ecouail^^l 


lieer,  even  when  moat  hotly  pursued,  v 
take  to  this  gloomy  water;  myrUds  uf  liuidi, 
which  swftmied  in  it  near  the  shore,  appeared  u 
be  the  only  tenante  of  the  mysterious  pooL  Tbe 
account  uf  its  oriiriii  is  not  less  peculiar.  Tbe 
spot  wliich  the  tarn  now  occupies  ia  Hiid  to  li 
been  originally  a  deep  hollow,  or  muuntain  ^ 
with  one  small  marshy  spot  at  llie  bottom 
heavily  wooded,  and  being  coinplet«ly  \ 
from  the  winds,  tbe  early  settlers  of  (he  o 
whose  cattle  browsed  upon  these  DiouDtaia&,  i 
resort  to  this  convenient  place  for  tti«  purpow  rf 
"  galting"  them,  at  the  usual  seasoo  :  and  it  is 
from  this  that  the  term  **  S^t  Pond*"  is  derind, 
as  the  water  is  not  at  all  brat-kish.  After  ibe 
lapse  of  several  years,  they  observed  that  Um 
fenny  spot  at  the  bottom  of  the  del)  gradiully 
increased  in  size,  unlil  the  whole  lenrl  space  mu 
converted  into  a  swauip.  A  lively  «fMtnjf  would 
then  here  and  there  ooxe  through  '1*  miuJty  m^ 
face,  tilt  at  last  it  wa^  covered  with  water.  Tki 
wild  flowers  that  shot  rankly  abova  tbe  i 
margin  were  soon  after  tosui^  thnir  Icstm  « 

the  strange  element :   the  still  taller  fern  t 

hill-side  was  ne^it  invaded  ;  and  ihi-n  the  t 

the  weejiing  birch,  and  thu  whiltj 

fringe-tree,  floated  upon  the  bosom  of  Uw  avcDtnE 


th  water,  thi 
lova  tbe  M^^H 
lir  leares  ^^^H 
r  fern  Bputtl^^H 
•n  thetaaMl^H 
liloaKna*  oT^^^I 
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tiile-  At  last  tiie  boughs  of  ancient  oaks  b^^ 
to  dipi  while  ihe  rising  wave  siill  mouated  higher 
and  higher,  till  the  cone  of  the  loftiest  pine  lay  far 
beneath  the  surface  of  the  lake,  whose  new  born 
Inllows  ripplMl  againist  the  mountain  pinnacles 
around.*  The  outlet  is  now  a  gap  in  the  tnoun- 
tain-Hiile,  where  the  water  escafies  as  over  a  mill- 
dam.  The  absence  of  fish  in  the  pund  thus  formed 
will  sufficiently  account  for  its  not  being  frequent- 
ed by  wild-fowl;  and  the  fact  of  the  hunted  deer's 
Dot  taking  here  to  the  water  ia  easily  explained 
by  the  embarrassment  which  the  submerged  trees 
would  offer  to  his  swimming. 

About  half  a  mile  from  the  Salt  Pond  there  ie 
a  rocky  and  bold  eminence,  which  commands  the 
finest  mountain  view  I  have  yet  seen  in  Virginia. 
It  is  said  to  be  rivalled  only  by  that  from  the 
"  I'ealu  of  Otter,"  in  eastern  Virginia,  whose  blue 
ibrks  are  easily  perceptible  froui  this  distant  point. 
The  height  is  go  much  elevated  above  the  sur- 
rounding ridges,  which  lead  off  their  narrow  cresta 
an  every  side,  that  you  look  directly  into  tlie 
boeom  of  ihe  intermediate  valleys.  Some  of  tlkese 
■re  so  shadowed  by  the  wooded  summits,  that 
they  appear  only  like  deep  furrows  in  an  even 
surface, — dark  ravines  seaming  a  broad  forest, — 
•  "  PulsaboDlque  ; 
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while  a  wiiler  strip  of  cultivation,  a  bamlci,  or  ■ 
cluster  of  plantations  will  divcrsifjr  tbe  appnr* 
ance  of  others,  and  give  a  more  smiling  appear- 
ance to  the  landscape.  On  the  opposite  sides  of 
tliis  eminence,  and  near  the  top,  are  two  springt 
within  gun'shot  of  each  other.  The  waters  of  Ibe 
one  flow  into  a  tributary  of  James  River,  and 
areultunatdydischarged  into  the  Atlantic  tbrou^ 
Chesapettke  Bay ;  the  stream  of  the  other,  miaek 
is  the  outlet  of  the  tarn  already  deiicribed,  unitM 
wilh  the  Kenawha, — and  thus,  through  the(Niia 
and  Mississippi,  commuDicates  with  (he  Uulf  of 
Mexico.  The  poetic  Greeka  would  have  made  a 
Pcneus  and  Achelous  of  these  twin-bom  rtlU, 
which,  rising  like  those  clasRic  brooks  on  tbea 
mountain,  unite  again  in  the  < 
miles  away. 


INTERESTING   REMAINS.  SSS 


LETTER  XLVIII. 

White  Sulphur  Springs,  May  20th,  1834. 

I  HAi>  learned  at  Parisburg  that  some  interest- 
ing Indian  remains  had  been  discovered  in  the 
vicinity ;  and  among  other  relics  I  was  shown  a 
tomahawk  of  brass,  dug  up  in  the  neighbourhood! 
whidi  I  vainly  attempted  to  purchase.  There 
were  persons  here,  too,  who,  like  many  I  have  met 
in  Kentucky  and  western  Virginia,  pretended  fre- 
quently to  have  seen  gigantic  human  skeletons 
on  turning  up  the  soil ;  and  when  my  compa- 
nion, the  young  physician  already  mentioned, 
smiled  incredulously  at  the  idea,  there  were  several 
who  volunteered  to  accompany  us  a  mile  or  two 
on  our  journey,  and  assist  in  making  some  exami- 
nation at  a  point  where  it  was  supposed  that  these 
bones  might  yet  be  found.  The  scene  of  our  ope- 
rations was  a  beautiful  alluvial  bottom  on  the 
banks  of  the  Kenawha,  where  a  cairn  composed 
of  large  stones  reposed  in  the  midst  of  a  ploughed 
field,  equal  in  size  to  a  tolerable  farm.  Among 
others  of  our  party  was  a  well-informed  person. 
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day  and  explore  a  difierent  place;  but  my  com* 
panion  was  impatient  to  pursue  his  journey,  and 
I  did  not  tbink  the  prot^pect  would  repay  me  for 
the  loss  of  his  company.  We  shook  hands  with 
our  brother  reKurrectioniEts,  and  resumed  our 
route. 

We  crosBed  the  Kenawha  near  this  point,  and 
our  rosd  then  led  for  many  miles  along  this  roman- 
tic river.  Here  the  bold  craps,  the  highly  culti- 
Tated  bottoms,  the  verdurous  forest,  and  the  full 
flowing  river  combined  in  the  loveliest  succession 
of  landscapes,  which  cbangt-d  every  moment  like  a 
shifting  diorama.  Evening  found  us  at  the  Red 
Sulphur  Springs, — a  mineral  spa  that  is  beginning 
to  be  much  frequented,  and  which  recommends 
itself  to  the  traveller,  as  well  as  the  invalid,  by  a 
large  and  well-kept  hotel  lately  erected.  It  lies 
buried  in  a  deep  gorge  of  the  hills,  and  must 
have  been  quite  a  picturesque  spot  before  8om« 
Gothic  hand  swept  the  forest  from  the  neighbour- 
ing heights. 

The  Salt  Sulphur  Springs,  another  watering- 
place  very  popular  in  Virginia,  was  our  stopping* 
l^ce  the  next  night ;  and  here,  though  so  early  in 
the  season,  we  found  several  persons  already 
furived  to  drink  the  waters.  During  the  evening 
t  had  an  interesting  conversation  with  ngepiiemvn 
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of  a  scientific  turn  of  mind,  in  relation  to  the  use 
of  "  the  divining  rod  ;^*  and  I  gathered  from  what 
he  said,  that  a  belief  in  the  ancient  science  of 
rhabdomancy  was  as  current  in  these  parts  as  it 
ever  was  in  the  land  of  Odin.  Some  strange 
stories  were  told  of  the  successful  resort  to  this 
magical  wand  in  discovering  springs  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  I  could  not  help  thinking,  while 
observing  the  gravity  with  which  they  were  re- 
ceived,  that  the  mystical  successors  of  the  Zahuris 
of  Spain,  who  enacted  Dousterswivel  in  these 
parts,  had  shown  considerable  shrewdness  in 
selecting  so  well-watered  a  region  for  their  opera- 
tions, and  a  people  who  deal  so  little  in  matters  of 

*  The  art  of  discoTeriug  veins  of  water  concealed  in  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  by  a  direct  perception  of  their  exbtence, 
is  mentioned  by  Kieser  in  his  System  of  Tellurism  as  existjog 
from  the  most  remote  periods ;  and  notwithstanding  the  ridi- 
cule which  this  brancli  of  magical  lore  has  met  with  in  modern 
times,  it  still  has  its  votaries  among  philosophers  and  physio- 
logists.   A  treatise  which  is  mentioned  as  having  lately  ap- 
peared in  Paris  is  probably  the  last  addition  to  the  numerous 
works  upon  the  subject  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  the  cu- 
rious,— many  of  which  the  reader  will  find  enumeialed  ia 
Lieber's  Lexicon.    The  mode  of  using  the  divining  rod  he  is 
doubtless  familiar  with  from  the  humorous  scene  in  The  Anti- 
quary, where  the  credulous  Sir  Arthur  Wardour  and  his  single- 
hearted  daughter  are  so  well  grouped  with  the  shrewd  Scotch 
antiquarian  and  the  impudent  German  sdventorer. 


THE    HAUNTED    SINE. 


H  £kct  at  the  western  Virginians  for  their  pupils. 
In  no  part  of  the  Union,  unless  perhaps  in  the  old 
Uutch  setllements  along  the  Hudson  or  ISfohawk, 
will  you  find  so  many  current  superstitions  as 
among  these  mountains.  I  remember,  many  miles 
farther  to  the  south-west,  being  overtaken  otw 
evening  by  a  manly -looking  lad,  who  was  driving 
a  somewhat  fractious  bull  along  the  road,  and  who, 

finding  it  ditHciitt  to  keep  up  with  nie,  asked  im- 

fdoringly,  but  with  some  shamefaced  ness,  that  I 
would  not  travel  so  fast,  "  unlil  we  had  passed  the 
haunted  sink."  He  told  m«,  with  quick  breath,  as 
1  reined  up  near  one  of  those  remarkable  hollows 
resembling  an  inverted  cone  which  one  meets  with 
everywhere  in  the  western  country  where  the 
Kmestone  strata  prevail,  that  after  a  certain  hour 
of  the  night  a  black  goblin  could  be  seen,  every 
now  and  (hen,  bobbing  up  and  down  in  the  dark 
bowl ;  and  that  no  one  ever  paused  in  passing  the 
place  after  nightfall.  I  rode  up  to  the  spot,  and 
agreed,  upon  the  first  glance  into  the  hollow,  that 
it  was  a  suitable  place  fur  the  Krie  King,  or 
Black  Huntsman  of  the  Hartz,  to  nestle  in.  But 
B  these  gentlemen,  according  to  the  best  author- 
ities, go  on  horseback,  the  retreat  was  objection- 
able from  there  being  no  room  to  stable  their 
steeds.     Upon   surveying 
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J  I  BBy  nothing,  for  the  guiJe-books  are  particular 
enough  upon  that  score;  and  not  one  of  fifty 
people  that  frequent  a  watering-place  trouble 
themselves  with  llieir  analysis.  The  arrange- 
ments for  visiters  are  very  different  at  the  Vir- 
ginia springs  from  those  usual  among  us.  There 
are  no  large  hotels  as  at  Saratoga ;  hut  the  lodgers 
have  separate  cabins,  built  sometimes  of  brick, 
not  unfrequently  of  boards,  and  more  often  of 
hewn  log«.  These  are  generally  ceiled  and  finish- 
ed inside.  They  are  placed  in  the  care  of  a  black 
servant,  who  has  the  complete  charge  of  one  or 
more,  and  who  waits  upon  the  inmate  as  long  as 
he  occupies  the  ro(im. 

These  cabins  are  built  in  ranges  around  an  open 

green,  which   is  often,  as   is  the  case   with    the 

I     White  Sulphur,  shaded  by  nnble  trees.     There  are 

B.^mcious  stables  adjacent ;  and  here  again  a  par- 

'    lieular  groom  becomes  responsible  for  the  care  of 

your   horse  while   you    remain.     The   meals   are 

taken  at  a  table  d'hote,  in  a  large  frame-building, 

wliere  the  mannger  has  his  residence.     The  general 

arrangement  is  good,  the  attendance  particularly 

so:  but,  for  a  place  like  "  The  White  Sulphur,' 

frequented  by  persona  of  wealth  and  leisure  from 

every  part  of  our  widely   extended   Union,  and 

«  the  nelt  receipts  for  a  single  year  ore  miA 
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to  equal  a  moderate  fortuDt,  tliere  is  a  sloTenlineH 
Mtid  want  of  refined  economy  in  many  of  ibe  d^ 
tails.  I  am  glad  to  see,  bowc%'er,  upon  looldag 
over  the  list  of  last  year's  visiters,  that  aa 
northern  people  are  finding  their  way  lo  lUi 
naturally  favoured  spot.  There  are  many  agn*- 
able  intimacies  formed  here  by  cultivated  pman 
from  the  south  and  west,  who  have  been  long 
in  the  habit  of  shaking  hands  anoually  on  liw 
summit  of  the  Alleghanies;  and  it  is  tiow  that  w 
should  be  represented  in  such  accomplished  and 
agreeable  company.  If  the  tour  were  more  ooib- 
iiion  with  people  of  leisure  from  the  oortb,  it 
would  tend  much  to  root  out  the  prejudices  which 
three  generations  of  pedlars  Itave  Mown  erery  wkcn 
south  of  the  Potomac  and  west  of  the  Allej^hania; 
and  if  it  did  not  suggest  epithets  fur  the  character 
of  a  northerner  in  unison  with  "  courtly  Caroli- 
nian,"  "generous  Kentuckian,"  and  "chfTallic 
Virginian,"  in  such  liberal  use  antoag  tu,  it  ud^Ht, 
at  least,  extinguish  associations  whidi  aic  My- 
thing  but  flattering,  and  clear  tlie  field  for  mart 
engaging  xobriqueti  to  grow  up  afterward. 

But  it  is  not  alone  the  magnificent  scenery  ind 
the  society  of  the  cultivated  tliat  rewanls  ika 
wesCerii  tourist,  while  stopping  at  such  a  place  a* 
this,  for  there  is  enough  that  is  origitinl  in  clnnu- 
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ter  and  inlerestiog  in  manners  amply  to  remu- 
nerate one  who  should  prosecute  hU  excursion 
farthf^r  over  the  mountains,  and  mingle  familiarly 
with  the  ordinary  inhabitants  of  the  country.  In 
doing  this,  the  traveller,  in  whatever  garb  he  may 
present  bimself,  will  everywhere  be  received  with 
courtesy,  provided  he  be  a  gentUman;  and  in  em- 
pbuaning  this  word,  I  would  have  you  to  tinder- 
stand  the  term  in  its  real  an<l  not  its  conventional 
ineaning,  in  the  Chesterfieldian  and  not  the  exclu- 
ifM  sense  of  the  word;  for  among  a  people  so 
bijfb- spirited  and  independent  in  character  as  our 
tramontane  population,  the  least  manifestation  of 
exclusiveisni  will  provoke  insult  from  the  unedu- 
cated classes,  and  meet  with  the  coolest  contempt 
from  those  who,  knowing  more  of  society,  can 
estimate  puppyism  at  its  real  worth.  The  perfect 
feeling  of  equality  that  exists  in  the  agricultural 
districts  has  a  happy  effect  upon  the  manners  of 
the  people  generally,  and  produces  a  quiet  inde- 
pendence of  demeanour  that  in  older  co'mmunitieB 
is  only  found  among  the  members  of  particular 
circles  that  meet  upon  the  same  footing  together. 
There  ia  no  petulant  assertion  of  place  with  a  true- 
bom  west-countryman,  because  he  never  dreamt 
that  his  privileges  are  questioned.  He  enters  into 
conversation  with   you   as  an   equal;   and  if  you 
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show  no  disposition  to  talk,  provided  you  do  Dm 
do  it  in  an  offensive  manner,  he  merely  voles  yrni 
"  had  companVi"  and  salutes  as  politely  at  parting 
as  when  you  met-  This  easy  but  unohtrusive  wid 
manly  manner  is  rarely  attained  by  emigranU  of 
the  s&me  class  from  the  Atlantic  Slates;  and 
foreigners  of  a  amilar  condition  in  life  nertT  it- 
quire  it.  The  west-countrrtnao,  in  chatQng  with 
you  with  the  confidence  of  an  equal,  always  ptf- 
serves  the  decorum  of  a  stranger ;  but  the  AtlanM 
emigrant,  in  aiming  to  copy  him.  often  mistake* 
familiarity  for   frankness,   and  iropfrttnenrr  for 
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Gieenville,  Augusla  Co.,  V  irginia,  May  35ih,  1634. 

I  ARaiv£D  at  this  place  to-day  from  the  White 

Sulphur  Springs,  by  the  way  of  the  Panther  Gap. 

It  waa  a  few  liours  after  dawn  that,  on  leaving  the 

Springs,  I  found  myself  on  the  summit  of  the  Al- 

leghanies,  and  stopped  to  let  my  horse  drink  from 

a  spring  which  soon  formed   a  fine  trout-brook," 

and  was  the  first  stream  ihat  1  had  seen  running 

istward.     I  endeavoured  to  catch  a  view  of  the 

valley  which  lay  between  me  and  the  Blue 

idge,  whose  singular  wall  was  yet  to  be  passed 

i  I  should  be  out  of  West  Virginia ;   but  a 

lozen  detached  mountain- ridges  filled  up  the  ex- 

■nsivc  tract  between,  and  where  the  deep  forests 

I  not  at  once  limit  the  prospect  below,  these 

liroken  links  of  the  Appalachian  chain  soon  swelled 

rfbre  the  eye,  and  bounded  ils  view  on  whichever 

f  it  was  directed.     I  slept  that  night  at  a  little 

1  kept  by  an  old  German,  situated  on  the  bank 

s  »id  that  thera  are  no  trout  to  be  found  vtest  of  ilie 
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of  a  rural  stream,  amid  whose  willows  the  whip- 
poorwills  kept  up  an  incessant  call  to  each  other 
long  after  midnight.  These  singular  birds,  which 
are  so  capricious  in  their  haunts  at  the  north, 
seem  to  abound  everywhere  among  these  moun- 
tains ;  and  you  become  so  used  to  their  querulous 
note  from  nightly  hearing  it,  that  you  at  last  lore 
the  plaintive  whistle,  and  find  that  its  monotonous 
repetition  lulls  you  agreeably  to  repose. 

I  breakfasted  the  next  momii^  at  the  Hot 
Springs:  and  took  the  opportunity,  while  my 
coffee  was  preparing,  of  enjoying  a  bath  of  the 
mineral  water,  where  in  one  place  it  fills  a  reser- 
voir large  enough  to  swim  in.  The  ordinary  tem- 
perature of  these  springs  is  112^,  though  they 
will  sometimes  boil  an  ^g.  The  table  and  at- 
tendance at  the  hotel  are  very  good,  and  great 
improvements  are  going  forward  in  the  bathing 
establishments. 

Neither  the  Hot  Springs,  however,  nor  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  luxurious  bathing  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  can  compare  with  the  delightful  bath  to 
be  had  at  the  Warm  Springs^  which  are  six  miles 
from  the  others.  There  is  here  a  large  reservoir 
in  the  shape  of  an  octagon,  enclosed  in  a  spacious 
wooden  building.  The  reservoir  is  built  of  stone, 
with  a  natural  pebbly  bottom,  througli  which  the 
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tepid  water  oozes  in  perfect  purity.  The  buildinj; 
is  open  at  the  top,  and  admits  the  noonday  sun 
into  a  fountain  so  pellucid  that  the  smallest  object 
cBn  be  seen  upon  the  bottom.  The  water  rises  to 
the  chest  of  a.  tall  man,  and  ia  (spread  over  &  sur- 
face Large  enougl)  to  exercise  the  swimmer.  The 
ordinary  temperature  is  96°  Fahr. 

The  building  which  covers  this  delightful  bath 
is  shabby  and  ruinous.  But  art,  however  it  might 
improve  the  accessories,  could  add  nothing  to  the 
luxuriousness  of  the  bath  itself.  The  bath  I  had 
already  taken  at  the  Hot  Springs  in  the  morning 
did  not  prevent  mc  from  spending  an  hour  or  two 
in  the  delicious  water  here;  and  making  up  my 
mind  after  the  first  plunge  that  I  had  never  met 
with  anything  so  grateful,  I  ordered  dinner  and  a 
bed  at  the  hotel,  and  returned  to  the  spring  more 
than  once  before  betaking  myself  to  (he  latter. 
Morning  again  found  me  at  the  bath ;  but  after 
breakfast  I  resumed  my  journey.  Ascending  then 
a  mountainous  ridge  which  bounds  the  springs  on 
the  east,  I  attained  an  elevation  which  is  said  to 
command  a  view  of  thirty  miles  in  advance,  and 
beheld  my  whole  day's  journey  spread  out  before 
me.  The  prospect,  though  it  bad  great  sameness, 
was  exceedingly  beautiful  as  a  whole.  There  was 
ocean  of  forest  below,  and  the  hilly  ridges  that 
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traversed  it,  flecked  here  mud  there  with  white 
spots,  indicating  the  buildings  of  the  plantations 
that  skirted  their  sides,  showed  like  breaking  waTO 
upon  its  green  surface;  while  the  glitter  of  the 
foliage,  as  the  morning  mist  rolled  from  the  up- 
land, sustained  the  semblance  of  a  freshening  sea. 
Descending  into  the  valley,  the  air  became  ex- 
tremely sultry  towards  noon ;  and  after  striking  t 
little  stream  called  the  Cow-pasture  River,  I  was 
glad  to  loiter  beneath  the  trees  that  skirted  the 
cool  water.  Here,  as  I  moved  slowly  along  the 
margin  of  the  stream,  where  a  rocky  bank  rofie 
some  fifty  feet  above  the  road  on  the  opposite  side, 
I  was  surprised  to  feel  a  slight  breeze  upon  the 
side  of  my  face  towards  the  rocks.  I  drew  up  at 
once,  and  observing  the  wild  flowers  bending  away 
from  the  mouth  of  a  small  cavern  on  my  left,  I 
justly  concluded  that  this  must  be  the  celebrated 
Blowing  Cave,  whicli  has  so  much  puzzled  the 
curious.  The  mouth  of  the  cavern  is  in  the  face 
of  a  clifi*,  which  rises  precipitously  from  a  broken 
bank  that  slopes  between  its  base  and  the  road. 
1  tied  my  horse  to  a  grape-vine,  and  climbed  to 
the  opening  of  the  airy  celL  There  throwing  my- 
self ou  the  long  grass  before  it,  I  could  not  with- 
stand the  dangerous  temptation  —  fatigued  and 
heated  as  I  was  —  of  taking  off  my  stock,  and 
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■ing  my  bosom  to  the  cool  draught,  while  drink- 
ing it  in  as  if  it  were  nepenthe-  The  excessive 
bathing  of  the  previous  day,  and  the  noontide  heat 
.which  now  prevailed,  made  ipc  feel  too  languid  and 
idolent  to  think  of  examining  the  cave,  and  in- 
the  fissure  appeared  too  small  to  admit  of  its 
being  explored  to  any  depth;  nor  did  I,  as  I  lay 
there  luxuriating  in  the  moist  breeze,  care  whether 
the  zephyrs  that  fanned  me  were  born  of  a  Naiad 
p-locked  in  the  mountain,*  or  whether  their 
id  wings  had  been  fledged  in  the  ice-house  of 
ancient  Nicholas  himself. 

"Good  day,  sir:   I  reckon  you're  looking  for 

the  Blowing  Cave,  sir?"  called  out  a  horseman, 

iwing  up  in  the  road  opposite  to  me.      I  re- 

thftt  I  was  St  that  moment  before  the  cave. 

Well,  now,"  rejoined  this  inquisitive  wight,  *'  I 

going  to  tell  you  that  you  must  be  pretty  near 

ve  heard  a  great  deal  about  that  same  cave ; 

It  thuugh  1  've  gone  by  it  continually  these  ten 

irs  along  past,  this  is  the  first  time  I  've  seen  u 

Ban  get  off  his  horse  to  look  at  it.    I  declare  I  've 

a  great  mind  to  come  myself !   Does  it  blow  much, 

stronger?"     He  concluded,  however,  that  it  was 

.(too  much  trouble  to  dismouul ;  and  finding  that  I 

J 
,      *  A  gubierraaean  niilerfAll  ii  generally  ajcnbed  n^  the  cause 
[«  (he  phenomenon  of  the  Blowing  Cave. 
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WKS  going  (lie  same  road  with  himself,  he  i 
niiDetl  to  wait  for  me  till  1  "  got  throuf^  • 
the  cave,"  And  there  he  sat  in  the  I 
within  pistol-shot  of  the  cool  cell,  and  neither  ki 
nor  curiosity,  nor  jeering  cotilil  shake  him  from 
the  saddle.  At  last,  when  1  thought  that  his  )» 
tience  must  be  completely  exhausted  in  wailias 
i'ur  me,  I  gathered  a  handful  of  flowers  from  iIk 
many  that  flourished  in  the  moist  breath  t 
cave,  and  resuming  my  bmse,  jogged  oo  « 
civil  stranger. 

I  parted  from  him  towards  nightfall, 
tenng  one  of  the  most  romantic  districts  I 
seen,  1  found  company  enough  in  the  pictun 
scenery  around  me.  It  was  in  tbe  r 
tract  among  tbe  head-waters  of  Jame»  River.  In 
one  place  the  abrupt  and  heavily- wuocled  ridfm 
interlace  their  spurs  so  closely  that  tbe  ipvge  be- 
tween is  not  discernible  until  you  raipr  it. 
another,  their  bases  sweep  off  in  majntic  c 
tv'hich  girdle  in  a  broad  and  sunny  amphiti 
of  cultivated  tields  and  meadows.  Here  the  Q 
meadows  of  a  narrow  valley  meander  like  a 
lake  between  their  wooded  heiglitsi  i 
savage  torrent  thunders  through  tbe  dovcn  cngK 
and  threatens  tbe  narrow  pathway-  that  folb)wi  it* 
impetuous  course.      The  Panther  Gap,  wbidi  i* 
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the  last  of  these  glens,  is  one  of  the  finest  moun- 
tain-passes 1  have  seen.  The  prodigious  hei;rht 
and  sheer  descent  of  the  parted  cliffs,  that  appear 
to  have  been  torn  asunder  to  form  the  passage, 
with  the  redundant  forest-growth  at  their  base, 
give  both  dignity  and  richness  to  the  scent. 
Ixioking  from  the  bottom  of  the  narrow  dell,  you 
know  not  whether  most  to  admire  the  lowering 
crag  that  cleaves  the  sky  above  you,  or  the  f^l^ 
grant  thickets  of  laurel  and  magnolia,  that,  blos- 
Boming  at  its  foot,  essay  to  climb  the  knees  of  their 
rugged  parent. 

Soon  after  emerging  from  the  Panther  Gap,  1 
chanced  to  pass  a  farm-yard,  where  a  btue-eyed 

id  buxom  country  girl  was  just  stepping  over  the 

ice  with  a  pail  of  milk  in  her  hand,  as  I  issued 

frvTO  a  grove  and  reioed  up  near  her.    She  paused 

for  a  moment  to  draw  her  dress  over  a  tight  ankle 

that  rested  on   the  middle  rail,  and  then,  with 

lushiiig  cheeks,  informed  me  that  her  father  could 

rommodatc  me  for  the  night, — the  nearest  inn 
being  many  miles  off.  Tlie  house  stood  remote 
from  the  road,  at  the  end  of  a  long  lane ;  and  dis- 
mounting to  let  down  the  bars,  I  took  my  bridle 
y  hand,  and,  guided  by  the  young  woman, 
presented  myself  before  her  family,  by  whom 
s  hospitably  entertained  and  lodged  for  t 
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night.  The  rooms  of  the  farm-house — though  the 
establishment  was  large  enough  to  be  very  com- 
fortable—were separated  from  each  other  by  t 
board  partition  only;  and  everything  said  or 
done  within  the  outer  walls  was  distinctly  audible 
through  the  flimsy  wainscot.  But  I  had  been  so 
accustomed  to  the  most  piquant  vidnities,  while 
sharing  their  single-roomed  lodge  with  the  bloom- 
ing family  of  many  a  settler  in  the  far  West,  that 
I  now,  on  retiring  early  to  rest,  sunk  to  slumber 
without  being  at  all  molested  by  the.murmur  and 
the  movement  round  me. 


BEAOTIKUL   VALLEY. 
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CbBrlotleiville,  East  Virginia,  June  3nd,  1884r 
arly  bYeakfast,  and  a  kind  farewell  from 
It  lass  who  had  introduced  me  into  this 
hospilable  farm-house,  sent  me  in  good  spirits  on 
my  journey  the  next  morning;  and  arriving  at 
Greenville  to  dinner,  1  learned  that  I  was  within 
forty  miles  of  Jefferson's  Natural  Bridge,  and  de- 
termined to  visit  it.     Accordingly,  the  next  morn- 
ing I  left  my  valise  al  the  excellent  inn  where  I 
had  passed  the  night,  and  took  my  road  on  horse- 
back across  the  country.     My  route  led  through  a 
l>eautiful  valley  along  the  western  base  of  the  Blue 
,  Kidge,  whose  purple  summits  were  relieved  against 
I  magnificent  volume   of  clouds,  which,    rolling 
eir  rich  masses  on  the  easy  breeze,  would  now 
Kgive  a  hundred  shadows  to  play  on  the  undulating 
L  fields  carved  out  of  the  woody  hill-side,  and  now 
Lbare  the  blue  space  above  and  the  green  meadows 
low  Etlike  to  the  full  sunlight. 
It   was  Sunday  morning,   and    the    roads  were 
fUed  with  gay  etjuestrians,  or  negroes  on  foot,  all 
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dressed  out  in  their  best  apparel,  and  trooping 
off  to  display  their  finery  at  the  nearest  church. 
Here  you  would  see  a  score  of  mouniain  \taut, 
with  scarlet  saddle-cloths,  and  gaudy  plaids  flung 
over  their  laps  and  depending  from  the  Etimip,  u 
a  substitute  for  the  cumbersome  riding-^irt,— 
with  no  male  in  attendance,  except  perhnpi  a  litde 
negro,  ensconced,  like  the  goblin  pag«i  oo  tbt 
crupper,  and  grinning  with  delight  to  be  tbnt 
chosen  to  wait  on  his  young  mislrcsa ;  aod  tbtfe, 
taking  their  way  over  the  fields,  and  stopping  lo 
sun  themselves  on  every  fence  tbcv  came  lo,  ■ 
of  dandy>lonking  blackees,  each  with  aa 
enormous  cudgel,  in  lieu  of  the  gold-bended  nhale- 
bone  which  is  elsewltere  so  much  in  Togur.  Oc- 
casionally a  solitnry  horseman  would  rM«c  hii 
broad-brimmed  white  beaver  to  me,  aa,  iMiu*|[ 
from  some  green  lane,  be  took  the  dusty  hij^way; 
and  entering  into  easy  chat,  we  would  jog  ali»|t 
for  a  mile  or  two  together.  Amid  all  ihese  tmU- 
cationa  of  a  populous  and  long-settled  country,  I 
met  wilh  one  group  thai  secnied  singularly  pUccd 
in  scenes  so  cultivated. 

Beneath  the  boughs  of  a  inosay  uak,  tliat  atood 
in  a  verdant  swale  by  (he  road-aide,  reclined  ao 
Indian  female  with  an  infant  at  her  boaom  :  while 
a  long-haired  Tennesaean  in  a  buntiog^abin,  vbw 
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ed  to  be  her  fausband,  was  engaged  in  bruit- 
ing some  fish  over  a  lire  a  few  yards  olT.     A  half- 
blooded  wolf-dog  lay  at  the  feet  of  the  woman, 
with  a  young  boy  curled  up  asleep  between  the 
outstretched  legs  of  the  savage-louking  animal  \ 
his  chubby  cheek  reposing  upon  its  grizzly  crest. 
I^ear  them  grazed  a  couple  of  shaggy  Indian  po- 
les, whose  wooden  saddles  and  tattered  blankets 
blue  aud  scarlet  were  thrown  carelessly  on  the 
turf  around  the  gnarled  roots  of  the  tree 
'hich  formed  the  foreground  of  the  picture. 
About  noou   1  found  myself  on  the  meadowy 
ink  of  a  clear  rushing  stream,  whose   opposite 
abore   rose  in   precipitous  (^LifTs  from   the  water. 
Here  the  rifled  hemlock  and  cedar,  Hinging  their 
branches  far  over  the  current,  contrasted  vividly 
in  their  dusky  green  with  the  light  foliage  of  the 
willows  and   sycamores  that  skirled  the  water's 
«dge  where  the  highway  approached  the  brink. 
'he  collegiate  institution   of  the   little   towD  of 
ington,  with  its  rather  pretty  but  fomial-look- 
iug  pleasure-grounds,  first  met  my  eye  after  ford- 
ing the  stream  :  it  stands  on  an  eminence  back 
from  the  road,  and  forms  the  6rsl  object  of  atten- 
entcriog  the  village.     I  pausc<l  merely  long 
lugh  to  observe  that  there  were  i 


fwealth  and  style  about  the  place  which 


indications  of 
seldom 
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met  with  in  the  country  towns  of  West  Yirginia. 
The  pretty  sc^iery  along  the  rest  of  my  route  is 
probably  familiar  to  you  from  the  descripdons  of 
the  numerous  traTellers  who  have  resorted  to  the 
interesting  spot  where  I  now  found  myself  a 
pilgrim. 

The  ordinary  engravings  (that  in  Tanner's 
Atlas  is  the  most  spirited  that  I  have  seen)  give 
you  a  perfect  idea  of  the  Natural  Bridge.  The 
first  feeling  when  you  stand  by  the  stream  bekw 
it  is  6ne  of  disappointment ;  nor  is  it  till  afker  you 
have  walked  under  the  towering  arch,  and  sur- 
veyed from  above  the  deep  chasm  which  it  spans, 
that  you  fully  appreciate  its  gigantic  magnitude. 
But  though  the  popular  descriptions  have  not 
exaggerated  its  interest,  yet  this  singular  for- 
mation must  yield,  I  think,  in  grandeur,  to  the 
Natural  Tunnel  of  Scott  county.  The  perftrt 
proportions  of  the  bridge  render  it  the  more 
remarkable  natural  curiosity  of  the  two ;  but  the 
depth  of  the  ravine,  and  the  size  of  the  combining 
masses  of  rock,  are  so  much  greater  in  the  tunnel, 
that  the  impression  made  by  its  yawning  cavern, 
opening  amid  frightful  precipices,  is  of  a  deeper 
character  than  that  inspired  by  the  airy  and  grace- 
ful arch  of  the  Natural  Bridge.  Either,  how- 
ever,  will  amply  reward  the  tourist. 


IJNIT£BStTy  OF   VlfiGINIA. 

L^Tbe  day  tbftt  I  have  already  passed  at  Char- 
lottesville has  been  most  agreeably  spent  in  vi&il- 
iug  the  University  of  Virginia,  which  is  the  most 
imposing  and  beautifully  situated  of  any  academic 
institution  io  the  country.  It  lies  in  a  healthy, 
fertile,  and  picturesque  valley,  and  encloses  every- 
tbitig  within  its  walls  to  make  the  student  Lhat 
paces  its  beautiful  arcades  proud  of  belonging 
to  so  noble  an  establidimceit.  It  is  situated  in 
a  populous  and  opulent  neighbourhood  in  East 
Virginia,  just  over  the  border,  and  within  a  morn- 
ing's ride  of  the  Blue  Ridge.  Une  could  hardly 
devise  a  mure  perfect  geographical  division  than 
that  which  separates  east  and  west,  or  new  and 
Ojd  Virginia,  as  the  regions  on  either  side  of  this 
kable  wall  are  termed  by  those  dwelling 
near  it.  With  the  exception  of  those  abrupt  gaps 
through  which  James  River,  the  Roanoke,  and 
the  Potomac  find  their  way  to  the  Atlantic,  the 
rocky  height  extends  in  au  unbroken  line  com- 
pletely through  the  whole  Slate.  Viewed  from  a 
distance,  the  blue  boundary  always  presents  the 
same  appearance,  and  its  stiiooth  purple  summit, 
everywhere  parallel  with  the  liuri^oii,  could  never 
be  mistaken  for  any  of  the  muuntain-ridges  adja- 
cent. So  narrow,  too,  and  so  perfectly  defined  is 
ve  attained  the  highest 
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▼ity  joa  may  almost  stride  the  crest.  ^  How  tu 
do  you  call  it  onrer  the  ridge  ?^  I  asked  a  country- 
maoy  as  I  rrincd  up  on  an  eminence  which  on  s 
dear  day  would  have  commanded  an  extensiTe 
view  upon  either  side.  *'WeU,  I  redton  your 
horse^s  fore-legs  are  at  this  moment  in  dd  Vir- 
ginia,^ was  the  significant  reply. 

I  turned  in  the  saddle  to  bid  a  last  adieu  to  the 
romantic  West ;  hut  the  landscape  was  shrouded 
in  mist,  whose  rolling  masses  cuiied  up  so  dosely 
to  the  height  on  which  I  stood,  that  the  whole 
iralley  below  looked  like  a  sea  of  vapour.     At 
times  the  breeze  would  part  the  airy  billows  near 
me,  and  the  jagged  stem  of  a  rifted  [Hue  would 
loom  like  the  mast  of  a  dismantled  ship  through 
the  haze.     I  lingered  in  the  hope  of  at  last  catch- 
ing a  glimpse  of  the  beautiful  tracts  below  ;  hot 
the   scudding  rack  soon  snatched   the    shadowy 
trunk  from  view,  and  left  me  in  doubt  whether 
fancy  had  not  conjured  up  the  dim  form  that 
I  had  just  behdd.    But  fancy — as  I  at  last  moved 
sk)wly  from  the  spot  — was  otherwise  and  more 
agreeably  busy.     A  thousand  scenes  as  lovdy  as 
that  now  veiled  from  my  view  thronged  upon  me- 
mory, as  I  bade  a  lingering  farewdl  to  the  Mo- 
rions region  where  I  had  enjoyed  them. 

It  was  now  the  last  day  of  spring ;  and  since 
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I'tbe  previous  autumn   I   had  traversed  couiitriee 
wbere  every  variety  of  stenery   that  these   lati- 
tudes   afford   was   displayed   upon   the  grandest 
scale,  and  in  diversified  prodigality-     I  had  cross- 
etl  the  wild  sources  of  the  Ohio  iu  western  Penn- 
sylvania, a  thousand  miles  above  its  junction  with 
m  ttie  Mississippi;  and  I  had  coasted  its  romantic 
BgAores  almost  the  whole  distance  from  its  mouth. 
^H  bad  wandered  through  the  interminable  forests 
H|p£  the  State  that  bears  its  name,  and  had  sur- 
^■Kyed  the  open  glades  and  smiling  lakes  of  Michi- 
"  gan.       I  had   galloped  over  the  grassy  savannas 
of  Indiana,  and  hunted  on  the  boundless  prairies 
of  Illinois.    1  had  seen  the  savage  hills  and  plashy 
rice-pools  of  Ouisconsin.     1  iiad  forded  the  wild 
Washtenong  of  the  northern  peninsula, — skirted 
the  frozen  beach  of  its  western  boundary, — and 
stood  on  the  hoary  bluffs  of  the  Mississippi,  five 
hundred  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri, 
^^i^and   I   had   seen  that   overwhelming  mass  of 
^pvaters,  which  rises  in  regions  of  perpetual  snow, 
■   and  pours  its  current  into  the  oc«an  in  the  clime 
of  the  myrtle  and  olive,  where  it  first  mingles  its 
boiling  eddies  with  the  Father  of  Rivers.     I  had 
loitered  along  the  meadowy  hanks  of  the  Illinois, 
and  among  the  savage  cliffs  of  the  Kentucky; 
the  pastoral  valleys  of  Tennessee,  and  ai 
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the  romantic  glens  of  weeterQ  Virginia,^«ii(la 
it  seemed  as  if  all  ihtse  scenes  came  crowd! 
tbeir  diversified  Diagnificence  before  rac-.  *hl 
longed  for  the  waad  of  an  enchanter  Co  i 
lineaments  of  each  as  its  coIuufb  Sfirang  tofl 
And  then  came  that  reflection  —  h&lf-n 
Iiolf-impatient  —  that  1  have  often  known  in  09 
solitary  wanderings, — "  Why  should  Nsture  thw 
lavish  her  beauties,  thus  waste  herself  cm  aleoct-' 
Why  are  theie  none  to  sing  ber  prioieval  gloriM 
in  onr  land  f~  Alas !  the  tuajorit}'  of  nuniciiid 
have  no  innate  sense  of  beauty  and  majctty.  Thej 
admire  only  because  others  have  adiuirctl  befon 
them ;  and  whether  it  be  with  an  opera,  a  book, 
or  a  landscape,  a  wonnan  or  a  flower,  or  any  oUitf 
beautiful  and  fleeting  thing,  men  worship  becaiin 
others  have  knelt,  aud  fall  in  raptures  prccudf 
where  fashion  aud  guide-books  tell  them  that  ibej 
ought.  So  marked,  indeed,  is  this  dispuutiou  lu 
approve  gregariouiljf  if  ve  approve  at  .all,  that 
even  genius  is  not  free  from  its  influeooei  aiul  if 
a  poet  inimortabzes  une  place,  the  rhyming  bro' 
therhood  of  a  hundred  geiieralions  will  d«Toir  ibt 
)Mwerii  of  their  art  to  tlie  sanio  identical  1 
while  njany  a  scene  as  fair  will  lavish  ita  t 
beauties  near,  unnoticed  and  uukuown. 


.  I  have 


[Qused  to  this  tSecl,  while  s 


r 

^  i»v  after  H 
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'  i*y  after  day,  and  week  after  week,  entirely  alone 
through    solitudes  where   ihe   poet    and    painter 
might   find  the  noblest  siihjects  to  inspire  them. 
But  there  are  other  reflections  incident  to  so  soli- 
■f^y  a  tour  in  an  untravelled  country,  which  are 
^Kut  little  in  unison  with  these.     There  is  a  sin- 
^lar  joyousness  in  a  wilderness  ;  a  vague  feeling 
of  solitude,  and  a  vivid  sense  of  the  primal  fresh- 
ness which  breathes  around  you,  that  mingle  most 
rftrangely  together,  and  make  you  own  at  tiie  time 
Btltst  the  subduing  hand   of  cultivation   and  the 
golden  embellishments  of  art,  could  add  nothing 
here ;  while  the  sympnlhy  of  companionship,  how- 
ever desirable  in  a  crowd,  would  but  divide  the 
full  impression  of  the  hour.     And  in  realiiiing  this 
emotion,  I  have  felt  amid  some  scenes  a  kind  of 
selfish  pleasure,  a  wild  delight,  that  the  spot  so 
lovely  and  so  lonely  was,  as  it  were,  all  my  own  ; 
that — like  cheeks  that  flush  and  eyes  that  brighten 
Lritt  the  sound  of  one  voice,  and  but  one  voice  only 
Pk^it  bloomed  alone  for  me.     Its  virgin  freshness 
md  its  youth  were  mine.     And  what  cared  I,  as 
(he  cup  of  delight  sparkled  before  me,  for  others 
lo  pledge  me  in  the  draught  ?  what  for  association 
lo   hallow  or  art  to  emboss   the  goblet,  while  I 
could  drink  it  off  wiih  the  bead  ujwn  the  brim  ? 
discordant  i>ost-horn,  breaking 
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in  upon  these  idle  mudngs,  tells  me  that  they 
must  close  here  with  the  tour  that  called  them 
forth.  I  have  parted  with  my  horse,  and  hooked 
a  place  in  the  stage-coach  for  Washington ;  and 
the  breeze  that,  charged  with  the  blossoms  of 
June,  floats  through  my  open  window,  whispers 
no  longer  of  a  Winter  in  the  far  West. 


Note  A. — P<'g'  !■ 

1,  who  visited  Prairie  du  Cbien  iu  1766,  describe! 
t^taider  the  nimeof  "The  Lower  Town  of  the  Otlagnumies," 
1  large  place,  "  canlainiog  about  three  hundred  families. 
The  houses,"  he  adds,  "are  well  built,  after  the  Indian  man- 
ner, mud  pleasantly  situated  on  a  veiy  rich  soil,  from  which 
they  raise  every  necessary  of  life  in  abundance.  This  town 
i*  the  great  mart  where  all  the  adjaceot  tribes,  and  even  those 
who  inhabit  the  moM  remote  branches  of  the  Mississippi,  an- 
Dually  assemble  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  bringing  with 
them  their  furs  to  dispose  of  to  the  traders."  The  aspect  of  the 
tillage  is  very  dilTerent  at  presenL  It  consists,  exclusive  of  two 
or  three  frame-built  stores,  of  some  lire-atid-twenty  rude  and 
niiooui  dwelling-houses,  which  are  almosl  black  with  age,  and 
the  population  can  linrdly  amount  to  two  hundred  souls.  The 
■ilualion  of  the  hamtet  aiiil  the  features  of  the  country  adjacent 
*K  thus  described  in  "  Lonf^'s  Second  Expedition:" — ^"The 
village  of  Prairie  du  Cbien  is  situated  four  or  hie  miles  above 
Ibe  mouth  of  the  Wisconsan,  on  a  beauiiful  prairie,  which  ex- 
tends along  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  for  about  ten  miles  in 
lagth,  and  which  is  limited  to  the  east  by  a  range  of  steep 
hills,  rising  to  a  height  of  about  Tout  hundred  and  thirty-five 
feet,  and  running  parallel  with  the  course  of  the  river  about  a 
mile  and  a  half.  Un  the  western  bank  are  bluS»  which  rise  to 
the  same  elevation,  and  are  washed  at  their  base  by  the  river. 
•Pike's  Uill,' which  is  on  the  west  bank,  immedialely  opposite 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsan,  is  about  live  hundred  and  6fty 
(eel  high.  The  hill  has  no  particular  limits  in  regard  to  its 
extent,  being  merely  a  part  of  the  river's  bluffs,  which  stretch 
aloag  the  margin  of  the  river  on  the  west,  and  retain  pretty 
■Marty  the  same  elevation  above  tlie  water.     In  general  the 
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ihoTe  another,  lome  of  which  are  one  liandTvd  mi  « 
dred  find  lifty  f«!t  higli.    Ftom  ihe  lop  there  t, 
die  wti  riven  which  mingle  Iheirwaler*  At  the  b—,  , 
iesricliill,"— fEipedilioii  Vu  ihe  Sources  of  St,  Pet 

vol.  I.  p.  538.] 


Note  B. —  Pagr  9. 


These  curious  remahia  are  very  n 
Pnirie  du  Chien,  and  extend  alike  nlont;  ihe  bluSi  ■ 
the  MissMiippi  and  tliose  iihicb  run  pu-Alld  to  tW  (j 
(or  WiscmiKio,  as  it  it  tonirtinies  wriUen).    Th«  hrxau,  wi 
are  ihe  works  alluded  lo   in  the  text,  aiv  thus  dwcriW  bf 
Major  Long,  in  hia  joumak  or  I61T :  — 

"The  lemains  of  anclmi  worVs,  comtnjcted  r 
military  purposes,  were  fbuDd  niorE  uiirktoo*  ai> 
extent  un  the  lii^liUnds,  just  aboie  the  momh  of 
san,  than  any  of  which  B  description  hai  b««n  ami 
that  have  m  yel  been  discovered  in  the  western  cot 
tiie  pHnpets  and  mounds  were  found  coni>««tfed  i 
of  worki.    WTierevpj  there  wa«  an  angle  m  ihn  pri 
a  mound  of  the  largest  siie  w«a  erecleil  at  the  ingtc;  l| 
[Wis  were  lermiiiated  by  moundt'iU  uacli  cxtrvout;, 
si  the  ^alewaj's.     No  ditch  was  oUertvl  oa  either  si 
parapet.     In  maay  places  ihe  Unci  were  composvil  ul 
Hnd  mounds  in  conjunctioti,  the  raounils  bcin);  arm 
the  par.ipels  at  tlieir  usual  disuncc  from  each  other,  a 
calhig  as  flank  defences  to  Ihe  hues. 


"The  Indiai 


a  the  riciiiiiy  of  Pmiri 


works,  uid  ih«ir  ooly  moitafl 

I  by  soppoufi-  thni  ihr  rr^ita 


thai  llicy  were  cut  off  hy  their  lin.  ' 
laniuhnwlis  of  bran  and  other  ok-uI-' 
use  among  the  present  Indians,  lian 
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Hifaoe  of  the  ground.' — [Keating.]  And  storiei  are  lold  of 
^pgBotic  •kelelans  being  often  disinterred  in  the  oeighbout- 
bood.  Mr.  Btisbois,  who  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  reiident 
af  Pnirie  du  Chien,  informed  one  tliat  he  saw  the  skeletons  of 
cj^l  peraons  (hat  nere  found  in  digi^in^  a.  cellar  near  bis 
hoose,  lying  side  by  side.  They  were  of  a  gigantic  siie,  raea- 
■nring  about  eis;hl  feet  from  head  to  foot.  lie  added,  thai  he 
took  a  leg-bone  of  one  of  them  and  placed  it  by  the  side  of  his 
own  leg,  in  order  lo  compare  the  length  of  the  t«o;  the  bune 
.Af  the  skeleton  extended  six  inches  above  his  knee.  None  of 
Ibese  bones  could  be  preserved,  a.s  they  crumbled  lo  dust  sooo 
ifler  they  were  exposed  to  the  almosphere." — [Major  Long's 
kiS.  M  (juoted  in  LLj  Second  Expedition.] 


Note  C.—Pege  20. 

*  'Dni  river,  like  the  Ohio,  seems  lo  unite  with  the  MiNi«- 
■ppi  in  a  hilly  country ;  die  hills  rise  from  the  height  of  one 
\undted  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  feet ;  their  sides  are  abrupt, 
■nd  the  soil  is  but  indifferent.  Tlie  WiscoDsas  has  been  for  a 
loog  lime  past  the  usual  communication  between  the  lakes  and 
fhe  Mississippi.  About  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  above 
die  mouth  of  the  Wisconsan,  this  river  comes  so  near  lo  the 
Fol  lUver  of  Green  Bay,  that  a  pottage  of  two  thousand  tiv« 
lioiidted  yards  acTofa  a  Ion  and  level  praine,  which  is  some- 
iliDcs  overfiowed,  establishes  a  connexion  between  the  two 
Mreuns.  From  the  portage  down  to  tlie  mouth  of  Fox  River, 
in  the  Green  Bay  of  Lake  Michii;aa,  the  distance  is  computed 
•I  from  oue  hundred  and  Rfly  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
]n)le*."^[ExpeditioD  to  the  Sources  of  St.  Peter's  River.] 


The  author  was  not  amn,  when  the  observations  contained 

ia  the  leii  wen  wrilten,  that  the  grand  acheme  of  luitii^  the 
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lakes  and  the  Mississippi  vna  entertained  bj  the  genenl  go- 
Ternment ;  by  whom  alone  it  ought  to  be  carried  into  execu- 
tion, and  that  upon  the  liberal  scale  recommended  in  tbs 
following  estimate  made  by  the  head  of  the  Engineer  Depart- 
ment. It  was  first  published  while  this  Tolame  was  pasnng 
through  the  press. 

Engineer  Department, 
Washington,  Jane  23, 1834. 

Sir:  I  beg  leare  to  submit,  as  supplement  to  my  tetter  of 
the  6th  instant,  the  following  estiwuUe  of  the  prolMble  cost  oft 
canal  of  the  largest  dimensions,  from  Chicago  to  the  month  of 
the  Little  Vermilion  of  the  Illiuois. 

The  first  twenty-seven  miles  to  be  one  hundred  feet  wide  at 
the  surface,  and  ten  feet  deep;  and  the  remaining  distance  of 
sixty-five  miles  to  be  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  at  the  sor- 
face,  and  six  feet  deep. 

From  Lake  Michigan  to  the  point  where  a  level  line  ten  feet 
below  its  surface  will  intersect  the  valley  of  the  Illinois  river, 
is  twenty-seven  miles,  twenty-five  of  which  should  not  he  less 
than  one  hundred  feet  wide,  and  the  remaining  two  in  shoct 
sections,  distributed  at  convenient  distances,  to  be  two  hundred 
feet  wide,  to  accommodate  boats  while  detained  in  exchanging 
cargoes,  without  interruption  to  the  navigation.  As  has  been 
stated  in  my  letter,  the  average  depth  of  the  excavation  for  this 
section  will  be  about  twenty  feet.  Tbi^  is  assumed,  therefore, 
in  the  estimate.  The  whole  quantity  of  excavation,  then,  wiil 
be,  on  the  supposition  that  the  base  of  the  slopes  will  e<|ual 
the  height,  and  that  the  water  level  will  be  about  midway  down 
the  excavation,  giving  the  width  of  that  surface  as  the  width  of 
the  section  to  be  excavated— 

25  miles,  or  44,000x  33Jx  61=9,577,772  c.  yds. 
2  miles,  or   3,520x661x6} =1,464,000  c  yds. 


11,041,772  c  yds. 
Assuming  one-fourth  of  this,  say  2,760,443  cubic  yards,  to 
be  rock,  and  the  remaining  three-four&s,  or  8,281,329  cuhic 
yards,  to  be  clay  and  sand. 
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On  the  Cheiapeake  and  Ohio  cantil  the  coat  of  quarrying 
rack  is  put  down  at  31 1  cent),  and  the  excavation  of  earth  at 
9  9-10  cents,  per  cubic  yard  (tee  page  70,  TJoc.  18,  1st  session 
3fd  Congress).  But  as  the  distance  to  nhich,  on  this  canal, 
the  excavation  will  have  lo  be  removed  is  nrreater,  generally, 
than  oil  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,  it  is  supposed  that  an 
advance  on  these  rates  of  samelhing  more  than  one-half  must 
certainly  cover  the  expense  ofthis  work. 

The  excavation  of  rock  is,  therefore,  assumed  at  50  ceiiii, 
and  (hat  of  day  and  sand  ttt  15  ceots.     We  then  have  Tor 
3,760,4-43  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavaiion,     Dollan. 
at  30  cents.  ....        1,380,221   50 

I.        8,381,329  cubic  yards  of  earth  excavation, 
at  15  cents.  ....       l,3-f2,199  35 

Cost  of  summit,  2T  miles,  .  .  3,622,420  85 
* '  From  the  western  teTminalion  of  the  summit  to  the  Little 
VfamilioD,  the  canal  will  follow  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 
iMping  as  near  the  blufTi  as  may  he  found  necessary.  Where- 
mr  the  blulT  is  used  as  one  of  the  sides  of  the  canal,  but  one 
embankment  will  be  required,  thereby  saving  greatly  in  the 
eon  of  construciion ;  and  as  it  is  proposed  Id  secure  to  this 
brauch  of  the  canal  a  minimum  navigation  of  six  feet,  the 
embankment  will  re'^uire  an  altitude  of  eight  feet.  This  will 
admil,  in  a  case  of  uecessily,  an  increase  of  an  additional  foot 
of  water  viithoiit  greater  expense.  The  wliolc  distance  of 
■Ingle  embankment  is  sixty-live  sniles,  to  which  tweoly-five 
mites  may  be  added  as  a  full  allowance  for  double  embankment, 
Bi  places  where  the  blufTs  recede  too  far  from  the  axis  of  tlie 
canal :  thus,  then,  we  will  have  ninety  miles  of  embankment 


I 
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Hie  dimensions  proposed  for  this  embankment  are  H  yards 
high,  <4  yards  wide  n(  the  top,  and  14f  at  the  base,  giving  ■ 
section  of  24  83-IDO  multiplied  by  the  length,  which  is  90 
miles,  or  158,100  yards,  equallinjj  3,933,072  cubic  yards  at 
13  cents,  as  before  stated,  589,960  60  dollars. 


On  the  same  canal  the  lockage  cost  1,000  dolUrs  p 
P  2 
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lift  Suppose  that  on  account  of  the  greater  diniensionB  to  be 
given  to  the  locks  on  this  canal,  and  the  di£BcuUy  of  procuriDf 
in  a  new  country  a  sufficient  number  of  good  woikmen,  that 
each  foot  will  cost  2,500  dollars,  which  may  be  considered 
large,  then  189  64-100  feet  fall  will  cost  348,100  doUais. 

Culverts,  aqueducts,  and  other  masonry,  will  have  to  be 
constructed  at  various  points,  to  admit  the  free  dischaige  from 
streams  that  flow  into  the  Illinois.  The  cost  of  these  oaonol 
at  this  time  be  correctly  estimated,  but  is  assumed  to  equal 
that  of  the  lockage,  which  must  be  regarded  as  high,  348,109 
dollars. 

Add  for  contingencies,  such  as  diverting  the  Des  Plaioes  into 
the  Chicago  River,  pay  of  engineecs,  and  other  unforeseen  ex- 
penses, ten  per  cent  on  the  foregoing  amount,  3{K)^858  16 

dollars. 

RecapUulation^ 

Cuts  across  summit 

Erobankmeut  below  summit 

Lockage  .... 

Masonry,  aqueducts,  &C.&C.       : 

Contingencies 


Dollars. 
2,622,420  86 
589,960  80 
348,100  00 
348,100  00 
390,858  16 


4,299,439  8! 


Total  estimated  cost 

This  is  submitted  with  great  diffidence,  it  being  but  an  approi- 
imation  to  what  the  cost  may  be  found  to  be  on  actual  construc- 
tion.   1  have'the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servaot, 

C.  Gratiot,  Chief  Engineer. 
To  the  Hon.  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Chairman,  4"C- 


Note  E.— Pflge  61. 

Jacksonville,  as  being  one  of  the  largest  inland  towns  of  Illi- 
nois, deserves  a  more  particular  notice  than  it  receives  in  the 
text.  It  is  situated  on  elevated  ground,  in  the  midst  of  an  un- 
dulating prairie,  which  is  uncommonly  rich  and  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  The  plot  of  the  town  was  laid  oflfin  1825. 
In  1834  "The  Gazetteer  of  Illinois"  was  published  in  the  pUce, 
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i[  we  Rnd  the  ruUoirini^  accouni  ofihe  progress  of  aoci- 
~tll]i|iei«  during  tbe  inlermediate  nine  years.     ThE  enumeraiioii 
of  the  dilfemi  pursuits  in  the  new  community  is  curious. 

"  Jackaonrille  lias  sixteen  stores,  six  groceries,  two  dragfist 
shops,  two  tarems  or  hotels,  several  respectable  boarding- 
bouses,  one  baker,  two  saddlers,  three  hatters,  one  siNersmith, 
on«  mlchniBker,  two  tinners,  three  cabinet-makers,  one  ma- 
ahioist,  one  house  and  sign  painter,  six  tailors,  two  cord- 
wajpers,  four  blacksmiths,  Oiree  chatr-tnakers,  one  coBch- 
mak«r,  0D«  waggofl-Diftker,  one  wheelwright,  eleven  lawyers, 
and  leo  physicians.  Il  has  one  sLeam  Dour  and  saw-mill,  a 
iiMnulactory  for  collon  yarn,  a  distillery,  two  oil-mills,  two 
ardit^  lactones,  a  tannery,  and  three  brick-yar^s ;  with  a 
prapotlion  of  various  mechanics  in  the  building  line  and  olher 
trades,  The  public  buildings  are  a  spacious  court-house  of 
brick,  a  neat  frame  building  for  the  Presbyterian  house  of 
worship,  a  large  brick  building  for  the  Methodist  society,  and 
ainndsome  edifice,  also  of  brick,  for  the  Episcopal  denomma- 
tion  ;  a  female  academy,  a  brick  cnarkel-liouse,  and  a  county 
jail.  The  college  edifices  are  one  mile  west  fraDi  the  lown. 
There  are  two  printing-offices  that  publish  weekly  papers,  and 
also  a  book  and  job  printing-ofhce,  with  a  biodery  atlacbed. 

fTbe  present  population  of  Jacksonville  is  about  1800,  exclu- 
Sf«  of  the  students." — [Ptck'i  Illinois  Gatttttti;     Published 


Note  F.— Parcel. 


Mr.  Schoolcraft  observes,  thai  il  is  common  in  digging  at  die 
salt-mines  of  Illinois  to  find  frajnnents  of  aniiiiuc  pottery,  and 
eren  entire  pots  of  coarse  earlhennare,  at  great  depths  below 
the  surliice.  One  of  tliese  pots,  which  was,  until  a  very  recent 
period,  preserved  by  a  gentleman  at  Shawneetown,  wa«  dlsin- 
Umd  al  tliB  depth  of  eighty  feet,  and  wa*  of  a  capacity  lo 
COTiain  eight  or  ten  gallons.  Others  have  been  found 'at  even 
IS.    The  composition 
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•greater  depllis,  and  of  greater 


8i8  APPENDIX. 

and  g^eneral  appeannce  of  this  fwsil  potteryy  aceordiog  to 
Mr.  S.  cannot  be  distinguished  from  those  fiagments  of  esilb- 
enware  whi^  are  disclosed  by  the  mounds  of  the  oldest 
period,  so  common  in  this  quarter.  Thej  evince  the  same 
rude  state  of  the  arts.  Upon  referring  to  Schoolcraft's  Travels 
in  the  central  portions  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  the  reader 
will  find  some  curious  speculations  suggested  by  the  position 
in  which  these  antique  vessels  are  found. 


NoTB  G.-^Page  93. 

The  gravity  of  manner  and  stem  dignity  of  deportmfst 
maintained  by  the  Indians  in  tlieir  official  intotxmrse  with  tbe 
white  men,  led  the  early  writers,  as  is  remarked  by  Mr.  School- 
craft, to  conclude  that  they  were  strangers  to  those  lighter 
emotions  which  display  themselves  in  occasional  sallies  of  wit 
and  humour.     The  haughty  reserve  which  an  Indian  always 
maintains  when   in   company  with  several  white  men,  and 
especially  when  he  visits  our  eastern  cities,  has  served  to  con- 
firm the  error.    There  is  no  greater  observer  of  time  and  place 
than  an  Indian ;  and  indeed  his  whole  education  consists,  not 
in  extinguishing  his  emotions,  but  in  regulating  their  display 
aocoiding  to  his  views  of  decorum.    I  have  seen  the  same 
savage,  whose  grim  features  never  relaxed  into  a  smile  while 
receiving  me  as  the  chief  of  his  band  and  doing  the  honours  of 
his  camp,  laugh  immoderately  because  he  nearly  met  witii  tlte 
fate  of  Absalom,  by  catching  his  scalp-lock  on  a  burr-oak,  as  ve 
afterward  rode  through  a  grove  alone  together.    **  No  persom" 
says  the  writer  above  quoted,  '*  has  enjoyed  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  observing  the  Indian  character,  as  it  appears  in  the 
social  scenes  of  ordinary  life,  without  observing  that  they 
possess  a  strong  relish  for  witticism,  and  evince  a  propensity  to 
indulge  in  ridicule,  drollery,  and  sarcasm.     In  (act,  no  two 
persons  can  be  more  unlike  than  the  orator,  in  all  the  stiff 
formality  of  a  public  council,  and  the  same  person  in   the 
relaxed  circle  of  his  family  lodge,  or  when  seated  as  a  spectator 
"f  the  village  sports." 


NOTES. 

Th«  folloniag  leatimony  to  the  «ame  effect  is  from  Long's 
Second  Expedilion  :  — "  In  their  convBiBatiou  the  lodiam  fre- 
quently display  considerable  humour ;  Ibeir  allempU  al  wit  are 

9i  and  ofteu  successful." 


Note  IL— Page  90. 
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^^r  Carver  says,  when  speaking  of  the  religion  of  the  tribes 
^^nhich  he  visited,  "  It  is  certain  that  Ihey  acknowledge  one 
^^^Vnpreme  Being,  or  Giver  of  Life,  who  presides  over  all  thin^<." 
^"Ttie  teatimony  of  the  captive  Coloael  Smith,  as  quoted  from 
M*  nanative  in  note  E.  vol.  i.  is  to  the  same  effect ;  and  ibe 
ertdence  of  Peon,  at  a  nucb  earlier  day,  is  recorded  in  the 


"All  the  tribes,"  says  Mr.  Thatcher,  in  one  of  diose  eicel- 
ttnl  little  works  upon  Indian  chnracter  cecenlly  published,* 
'"  Wieve  In  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  the  Creator  of 
the  World,  10  whom  different  names  are  ("iven ;  as  the  "  Orcu 
Spirit,'  or  the  '  Master  of  Life.'"  There  being  no  such  thing 
•I  tecta  or  schools  of  religion  among  die  Indians,  this  belief 
will  be  found  mixed  up  with  many  singular  ideaJi  in  the  minds 
of  difierent  individuals,  according  to  their  indepeodeoce  of 
bought  or  the  accidents  of  education,  —  their  intercourse  witli 
tlie  whiles,  or  their  natural  temperament.  Many  of  these  be- 
liere  in  local  daties,  persmial  divinities,  and  ionnmenble 
spiriti  of  good  and  evil  ;  but  the  JifaniHo  of  the  Indians  of  the 
hkes,  the  OiMneryo  of  the  forest  tribes,  and  the  WaAcandah  of 
die  savages  ihat  rove  the  prairies,  appear  to  be  regardeit  alllit^ 
by  ail  as  the  fiist  Great  Cause,  the  sole  Creator.  "'  MelM,  a 
'Pollawntromiu  Indian,  while  conversing  on  this  subject  with 
'.fte  gentlemen  of  Long's  Expedition,  recorded  his  b^iief  that 
there  is  but  one  God,  who  is  a  Supreme  Being;  but  that  he 
hu  made  a  tpiril  or  god  la  be  under  him,  whose  especial  duty 
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it  is  to  take  charge  of  the  ludians.  Tlus  he  thought  to  be  the 
common  opinion  of  all  the  Indians  whom  he  knew.  Hie  ei- 
istence  of  a  Bad  Spirit  he  considered  as  prored  b  j  the  dicani- 
stance  of  there  being  bad  men ;  for  a  good  spirit  cooM  not 
have  made  anything  diat  was  eriV  —  Long^s  Second  Egpt&- 
tiotiy  p.  109. 

Wennebea,  a  chief  of  the  Sauk  tribe,  who  was  in  the  sdte 
of  Major  Long,  believed  the  sun  to  be  the  residence  of  a  male 
deity,  who  looks  placidly  upon  the  earth ;  and  who,  bdng  pro- 
pitious to  man,  exposes  to  his  view  the  wild  beasts  and  ser- 
pents which  cross  his  path.  "  He  thought  that  immediatdy 
after  deadi  the  soul  quits  its  mortal  residence  and  jonme}S  to- 
wards the  setting  sun,  when,  if  its  life  has  been  spent  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  Deity,  it  finds  no  difficulty  in  stepping 
over  the  agitated  log  which  stretches  across  the  gnlf.  It  then 
becomes  an  eternal  inhabitant  of  ^  The  Village  of  the  Dead,* 
situated  in  a  prairie  that  abounds  in  all  the  pleasures  winch 
the  simple  imagination  of  the  Indian  can  covet.  The  moon,  on 
the  contrary,  he  held  to  be  an  adverse  female  deity,  whose  de- 
light it  is  to  cross  man  in  all  his  pursuits/' — Ibid.  p.  210. 

*^  The  Dacotahs  believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being, 
and  of  a  number  of  subordinate  ones,  whose  powers,  privileges, 
and  attributes  vary  very  much.   They  worship  the  Great  Spirit 
as  the  Creator  of  all  diings  that  exist,  and  as  the  Ruler  and 
Disposer  of  tJie  universe.    They  hold  him  to  be  the  source  of 
all  good,  and  the  cause  of  no  evil  whatever.     The  Dacotahs 
admit  that  there  are  in  man  two  distinct  essences,  to  whidi 
they  respectively  apply  the  terms  of  wanare  and  wahkan,  which 
Major  Long's  interpreters  translated  soul  and  spirit.   They  be- 
lieve that  after  death  the  souls  go  to  the  Wenare  Tebe,  or 
dwelling-place  of  souls,  where  their  life  is  an  easy  and  a  bliss- 
ful one ;  they  hunt  the  buffalo,  plant  com,  &c.*'  —  Ibid,  pages 
392,  3. 

But  it  is  useless  to  cite  authorities  upon  this  subject,  when 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  almost  all  intelligent  writers  is  to 
the  same  effect  —&v  Heckwelder,  CoUen's  History  o/tkeFnt 
NatiotUy  &c. 


» 


NcrrE  I.— P,^M  12. 
The  new  noik  of  Mi.  Schoolcraft,*  which  appeared  id  the 
fUlaniD,  is  Uie  first  publicaiion  that  has  established  the  tnie 
mucea  of  ihe  Miuissippi.  The  expeditiou  of  which  he  wa4 
head  was  naminalty  uoderlaken  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Cou- 
laccinnle  the  Borlh-wealeni  Indians  within  oiir  t«r- 
ond  u  the  third  national  attetnpt  that  has  beuD  niade 
e  at  the  true  sgurces  of  the  Missiuippi,  —  CeauAl 
*jke'«  being  the  first,  and  a  movemeut  in  thu  directiou  by 
Cass,  with  an  explorinif  parly,  the  second.  A  ridi- 
^jllous  Italian,  of  whom  a  hundred  laughable  stories  are  Inid 
on  ibe  frontier,  has,  in  ilie  mean  linie,  mast  absurdly  claiijied, 
in  a  book  published  abroad,  to  be  the  true  discoverer  o(  llie 
Ibiuitaiii-head.  Lac  La  Biche,  or  Itasca  Lake,  aa  Mr.  Scliool- 
cnft  more  euphoniously  calU  il,  has  beeu  long  known  to  ihe 
ladim  traders ;  bui  iu  position  Las  always  been  laid  down 
enooeouily  upon  ihe  map ;  and  it  is  aon  found  that  the  Mi^- 
•issippi,  after  Ion;  running  lo  the  north  till  il  i«achcs  a  hi)|h 
Ulitude,  and  diffuses  ilself  in  a  hundred  swamps  and  hike*, 
becomes  again  a  distinct  siream;  and  taking  a  sudden  dip  lo 
the  toutfa,  hides  its  head  nt  lost  in  a  lake  of  clear  water,  some- 
where ^wul  the  latitude  of  Fond  tlu  Lac,  on  Lake  Supenoi. 
Mr.  Schoolcraft  was  accompanied  on  this  exploring  lour  by 
Lieutenant  James  Alien,  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  front  who«e 
official  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following  account  of 
the  sources  of  the  Mississippi  is  taken. 

"  We  entered  the  Mississippi  from  a  bay  on  the  west  gide  vl 
Cue  Lake,  and  passed,  in  a  short  distance,  Ihtougli  two  Itnali 
lakes  and  a  savanna,  above  all  wliich  we  still  found  a  lai^e 
ilTer,  forty  or  lifly  yards  broad,  and  from  two  lo  six  feet  deep, 
vhii'ti  wound  iu  way  through  a  narrow  valley  of  low  alluvial . 
bottom,  Goutiiied  by  pine  hills,  up  to  Lac  Traven,  forty  miles 
above  Cass  Lake.     In  this  distODCe  there  ace  many   rapids. 


■  Narrmtite  of  in  EipBdilJo 
I  Inwa  Lake,  tbe  actual  tour 
.  Gimfl.    New-Vork,  llarpen. 
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Tonnhig  over  boalders  of  primitive  rock  ;  but  there  is  do  fiiH, 
laid  no  rock  is  seen  in  place. 

*'  Lac  Trarers  may  well  be  arranged  amoog  the  soorocs  of 
the  Mississippi.    It  is  a  beaatiM  lake,  about  ten  miles  k»g 
fkom  Dortb  to  souths  and  aboot  half  as  broad,  sttrroQoded  by 
pine  woodSy  which  rise  into  high  hills  on  the  north  and  noftb- 
west,  forming  a  part  of  the  chain  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi from  those  of  Red  River.    The  western  shore  is  mach 
indented  with  bays,  but  the  east  and  sooth-east  is  beaotiMy 
regular  and  plain,  vnth  a  sandy  bank,  and  beach  of  pure  white 
sand.    The  river  empties  into  the  south  end  of  the  lake,  and 
runs  out  at  the  east  side,  not  hr  from  its  entrance,  leaving  die 
great  body  of  the  lake  to  the  north  of  omr  passage  diroagh  it. 
There  is  a  trading-house  on  the  west  bank,  near  the  moudi  of 
ihe  river,  which  is  occupied  in  winter  by  a  clerk  of  Mr.  AitknL 
From  Lake  Travers  we  passed  by  a  broad  diannel,  one  hun- 
dred yards  long,  into  another  small  lake,  and,  half  a  mile 
above  this,  came  to  the  forks  of  the  river.    The  branches  are  of 
nearly  the  same  breadth,  about  forty  feet,  but  the  stronger  pir- 
rent  of  the  right  hand  branch  denoted  it  much  the  larger.    We 
ascended  the  left  or  east  branch,  as  we  had  intended,  which 
soon  narrowed  to  twenty  feet  breadth,  and  in  a  distance  of  ten 
or  twelve  miles  brought  us  to  Lake  Rahbahkanna,  or  Resting 
Lake ;  a  pretty  little  lake,  four  miles  in  diameter,  and  oeariy 
round,  with  a  low  beach  of  smooth  pebbles  all  round  it.    We 
encamped  a  few  miles  above  this  lake  at  seven  P.  M.,  having 
come  this  day,  by  ray  estimate,  fifty-five  miles.    Our  course  to 
Lac  Travers  was  north-west;  from  the  latter,  nearly  south. 

*' JuLT  12. — This  was  a  rainy,  disagreeable  day,  and  the 
moschetoes  were  numerous,  hungry,  and  extremely  annoying : 
but  we  travelled,  notwithstanding,  at  our  usual  speedy  nfe. 
Our  course  has  been  south,  and  the  valley  of  the  river  was 
savanne,  and  tarorack  and  cedar  swamp ;  but  generally  nar- 
row, about  half  a  mile  broad,  with  low  ridges  and  a  miserable 
growth  of  pine  bordering  it  on  both  sides.  The  nver  has  be- 
come very  small,  and  somewhat  rapid ;  and  we  liave  encamp- 
ed after  making  a  portage  of  two  miles  round  a  chain  of  rapid$. 


One  of  our  Indinnt  killed  a  deer  this  morning,  and  we  saw 
ronoy  more  dunog  ihe  day.  This  coualry  is  so  very  r«nata 
i.und  dreary  that  tbe  Indiain  seldom  visit  it,  and  ihe  deer  are 
^OKire  abondBnt  tban  about  the  river  below;  ducks  are ulso  very 
AiiBierouB  in  the  lavannea  where  there  is  wild  rice.  Journey 
-AAy-two  miles. 

"  JcLT  13. — We  ascended  the  river  in  our  canoes  ten  miles 
ifct^er,  to  a  liiUe  lake  (I'aaw-way,  ot  Perch  Lake),  about  two 
^nilca  lon^  and  half  a  mile  broa.d  :  the  river  was  very  narro" 
■and  crooked,  through  a  Ion,  narrow  meadow,  and  a  Ittlitt 
!lJ)Ore  thi«  lake  we  left  il ;  Hxing  tliut  tee  had  now  Inuxd  thix 
■^KoUer  branch  irf  the  MiiiUtippi  into  the  very  tteaotja  und  mnt- 
Ab*  from  the  drainage  oftehkh  it  takei  iti  riie. 
^  "  From  here  we  sel  off  over  land,  in  a  souUi-west  direclion, 
.10  reach  i.ai:  La  Biche,  represented  a&  the  source  of  the  larger 
brandu  Otir  canoei  and  begg»ge  being  very  light,  all  wa-< 
■■niiparted  at  one  load,  one  mati  cnrrying  the  canoe,  and  llie  , 
tstiier  die  bog^age  of  each  of  the  parly.  In  this  way  we  made 
.m  portage  of  six  mile)  in  lour  hours,  und  struck  the  lake,  the 
■.Ohject  of  our  search,  near  the  end  ot  its  loulli- eastern  l>ay. 
.91ie  AtsI  mile  of  the  portage  was  through  a  tamnck  twamp, 
■od  the  remnjnder,  excepting  a  little  lake  of  three  huodrrd 
■gvis  diameter,  was  over  pine  ridges  of  the  pooresl  character 
limaginable.  The  soil  was  almost  pure  sand,  and  the  pme  was 
'Stinted  and  mostly  of  the  xrub  species  {Pmm  BankuanuMj, 
•tthich,  hunK  3S  it  wan  with  ticheiu,  and  no  other  ^owth,  nut 
.•vea  a  bush  or  shrub,  mixed  with  it,  presented  a  picture  of 
lundacape  more  dismal  and  gloomy  than  any  other  part  of  this 
miserably  poor  country  thai  we  had  seen.  Not  a  bird  or  aui- 
.nal,  scarce  even  a  fly,  was  to  be  seeo  in  the  whole  distance  of 
Ais  portage,  and  it  would  seem  that  no  kind  of  animal  life  was 
jiiapted  to  so  gloomy  a  region. 
.  "  From  these  hills,  which  were  seldom  more  than  iwo  or  three 
hundred  feet  hi^h,  we  came  suddenly  down  to  the  lake ;  and 
jmt  embarked  and  passed  nearly  through  il  to  an  island,  new 
ill  weal  end,  where  we  remained  one  or  two  hours. 

"  We  were  now  sure  that  we  had  reached  the  frnc  lourtt 
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9f  the  gieat  river,  and  a  feeling  of  gneal  wtigfactkm  was  nani- 
leated  by  all  the  party;  Mr.Schoolcraft  hoisted  a  flag  oq  abigfa 
ftaff  OD  the  island,  and  left  it  flying. 

^*  Lac  La  Biche  is  about  seven  miles  long,  and  from  one  to 
three  broad ;  but  is  of  an  irregular  shape,  conforming  to  ibe 
bases  of  pine  hiUs,  which,  for  a  great  part  of  its  cixcumierenoe, 
rise  abruptly  firom  its  shore.  It  is  deep,  and  very  clear  sad 
cold,  and  seemed  to  be  well  stocked  with  fish.  Its  shoces  show 
lome  boulders  of  primitive  rock,  but  oo  rock  in  place,  and  an 
generally  skirted  near  the  water  with  bushes.  The  isUod,  the 
only  -one  of  the  lake,  and  which  I  hare  called  Schookrift 
island,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  long,  fifty  yards  broad, 
and  twenty  or  thirty  feet  elevated  in  its  highest  part ;  a  little 
rocky  in  boulders,  and  grown  over  in  pine,  spruce,  wild  cherr}-, 
and  elm. 

''  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  this  is  the  true  source  and 
fountain  of  the  longest  and  largest  branch  of  the  Mississippi- 
All  our  information  that  we  had  been  able  to  collect  on  the 
way,  from  traders  and  Indians,  pointed  to  it  as  such ;  and  our 
principal  Indian  guide.  Yellow  Head,  who  has  proved  to  us 
his  close  intelligence  of  the  country,  represents  the  same.  He 
has  formerly  hunted  all  around  it,  and  says  there  is  a  little 
creek,  too  small  for  even  our  little  canoes  to  ascend,  emptying 
into  the  south  bay  of  this  lake,  and  having  its  source  at  the 
base  of  a  chain  of  high  hills,  which  we  could  see,  not  two 
miles  off,  and  that  this  is  the  only  stream  of  any  descriptioo 
running  into  it.  In  fact,  the  whole  country  showed  that  there 
was  no  stream  beyond,  for  the  lake  was  shut  in  on  all  sides 
by  pine  hills,  and  the  only  opening  through  them  was  that  by 
which  it  dischaiged  itself.  To  the  west  we  could  see  distinctly 
a  range  of  almost  mountains,  covered  with  pine,  which  was 
undoubtedly  the  chain  dividing  us  from  the  waters  of  Red 
River. 

**  Lac  La  Riche  is  but  little  west  of  south  from  Cass  Lake,  snd 
almost  due  south  from  Lac  Travers,  which  is  a  difierent  posi- 
tion from  that  assigned  to  it  on  published  maps,  where  it  ii 
invariably  represented  north  of  Cass  Lake.    There  is,  however, 
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m  litUe  atream,  Turtle  RiTer,  entering  Cass  I^ke  from  the 
■nth,  in  (he  roule  o(  traders  lo  Turtle  Lafce  and  Red  Lake, 
but  11  is  a  very  imatl  and  iintgnificant  itream,  and  is  only 
fcf(y-6ve  miles  in  length. 

■  "  We  left  Lac  La  Uiche  from  its  noithem  b»y,  haling 
coaited  nearly  its  whole  circamfercnee,  and  found  the  Missis- 
sippi, at  iti  very  egress  fiont  the  lake,  a  respectable  slream  ; 
Iti  channel  being  twenty  feet  broad  and  two  feat  deep,  and 
coiTHiI  five  miles  per  hour.  I«  course  was  north-west,  and 
•oon  lan  through  a  chain  of  high  pine  hills,  where  the  channel 
contracted  very  much,  and  numerous  rapids  occurred,  of  very 
great  fall,  o^er  boulders  of  primitive  rock ;  the  river  running, 
tor  the  distance,  in  a  deep  ravine." 
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'  Lexington,  which  was  for  a  long  time  the  political  metro- 
^ts  of  Kentucky,  and  the  raost  impoilanl  town  in  the  west, 
nceived  its  name  from  a  band  of  hunlera  who  were  encHRlped 
under  the  shade  of  the  original  forest  where  it  ii  buili,  ami 
who,  on  receiving  the  first  inlelligence  of  the  battle  of  Len- 
iBgton  in  Massachusetts,  named  ilie  (own  aRiT  that  in  wtiich 
cenrarDced  the  great  strug<gle  of  American  independeiMC. 
Trtnsylvania  University,  sayi  Mr.  Flint,  has  fair  daims  to 
piccedence  among  western  colleginle  institutions.  It  has 
twelve  professors  and  tutors,  and  in  the  academical,  medicftt, 
and  law  classes,  tliree  hundred  and  seventy-sit  sludenls.  llie 
pgblic  buildings  of  Lexington  are  genetaily  in  rary  good  lute, 
and,  in  the  words  of  Mr.  Flioi,  *■  llie  struiiger,  in  the  midst 
of  its  polished  and  interesting  society,  cinnoi  Imt  be  earned 
badi  by  strong  coatnst  to  the  lime  when  the  pairiarchal  hunms 
of  Kentucky,  reclining  on  iheif  buRklu  robes  around  their  even- 
ing fires,  canopied  by  the  lofty  trees  and  the  (Mrs,  gave'  ii  (he 
name  it  bears  bypniriolic  acclamation." — Fiiiti'i  ValUs  o/'the 
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The  paiiictdus  o(  this  Ingic  tale  or  ptaitm,  u  *et  forth  in 
tbc  pablished  "  Confeision"  of  the  principal  acUw,  and  e»tab- 
lilhed  hj  the  report  of  *  The  Trial  of  J.  O.  BeaudMmp  for 
the  Murder  of  Colonel  S.  P.  ^larp,  a  Member  of  tbe  Ligi*- 
latare,  nud  late  AtiDmey-ganeralof  Kentucky,''  ate  aa  folkm: 
— Beauchunp,  while  a  aludeat  at  law  in  a  ooun^  torn  of 
Kentucky,  became  atuched  to  Miu  Cook,  a  young  feinale 
who  had  been  (educed  by  Cokwel  Sharp.  Tbe  huly,  in  eat- 
■equence  of  the  stain  upon  her  reputation,  lived  very  Buck 
retired,  aud  refused  to  receive  theaddressei  of  her  new  admirer 
until  lie  had  repeatedly  tendered  his  hand  in  marriage.  Hii 
solicitations  at  last  prevailed  with  her ;  but  she  consented  lo 
become  his  wife  solely  upon  the  condition,  that  he  would 
revenge  her  wmngi  townrds  Colonel  S.  by  taking  hit  Uft 
before  they  nere  united  at  the  altar.  The  infitnated  Mudenl 
pledged  himself  to  the  bloody  contract;  and  instantly  chal- 
lenged theseducer,whorefusedtomeet  him.  Failingio  tbeveo- 
geanca  to  which  he  had  pledged  himself  in  the  houi  of  his  wild 
betrothal,  Beauchamp  relumed  to  hii  affianced  wife ;  who  hun 
that  moment,  as  he  expresses  it,  got  the  "  womanish  whim" 
into  her  head  to  be  herself  the  destroyer  of  her  seducer.  To 
this  end  she  practised  pistol-shooling  for  several  months,  until, 
as  her  lover  avers,  "  she  could  place  a  bail  with  perfect  accu- 
racy." But  their  engagement  having  now  subaisted  for  tone 
lime,  aod  Beauchamp  having  completed  his  law  studies,  he  pre- 
vailed upon  the  lady  to  give  him  the  rights  of  a  legal  protector. 
■■  1  had  now,"  he  sa/s,"  married  Uiss  Cook,  and  fiiU  thai  Ihad 
a  sufficient  apology  before  the  world  to  revenge  upon  Colonel 
Sharp  the  injury  he  had  done  her.  Neither  could  1  any  longer 
think  of  the  wild  idea  of  roy  wife's  revenging  her  own  wrongs." 

He  seems  to  have  made  up  his  mind,  however,  to  seek  Colo- 
nel S.  no  more,  but  only  to  "  bide  his  time,"  and  cacrifice  bii 
victim  when  chance  tliould  throw  him  in  his  way.    Mote 
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iLaiia  year  must  now  have  eUpsed,  Knd  the  vow  ofvengeaiice 
Wis  unlulfillinl,  when  a  report  reached  Beauchamp'a  eon, 
which,  if  it  had  any  foundation  at  all,  was  enough  ol  itielflo 
till  a  far  be  tier-regulated  miiid  than  his  with  the  most  deadly 
purpoM.  Pactiei  were  running  liigh  in  Kentucky,  and  Colo- 
nalS.  vni  a  candidate  for  oHire.  Hij  character,  with  ilime  of 
olhen,  wai  assaded  wilh  all  the  virulence  of  ihepriod,  Tlie 
newspnpeis  were  rife  with  personal  calumny,  and  among  other 
dtaiges,  that  of  the  seductiot)  of  Miu  C,  waj  Irumpeted  la  (he 
worid.  llii  friends  were  not  less  on  the  alert  to  ihield  his 
name.  In  such  a  phreniied  state  of  Ilie  public  mind  men  nop 
•t  nothing,  aud  a  hellish  rumour  got  abroad  which  reached  at 
length  tlie  ears  of  Beauchsmp.  Some  one  wrote  to  him  "  that 
S.  had  set  afloat  insinuations  Ih^t  the  illicit  oflspring  of  ihv  fe- 
BiaU  10  nbom  he  was  now  married  wax  a  mulatto ;  and  lliis  in 
cvder  to  do  away  thn  charge  against  the  colonel  Tor  seduction." 
I  had  now,"  says  the  confeaston,  "  mtiilitaied  upon  Colo- 
n«l  S.'s  death  to  long,  thai  I  wa^  perlpctly  able  to  make  dit- 
yaagionate  calculations  and  wtigh  probnlile  consequences  with 
ai  much  calmnui  ai  would  determine  an  ordinary  raatier  of 
business.  I  did  not  kill  Colonel  S.  through  the  phrensy  of 
pwcion :  I  did  it  with  the  fntlest  and  most  mature  delibera- 
tion ;  because  the  clearest  dictates  of  my  judgment  told  me 
thai  I  ought  to  do  lt,~-and  1  still  think  so  tlul  nft^r  1  had 
^tten  this  informnlion,  I  did  resolve  to  kill  L'olonel  Sharp 
publicly  in  Frankfort."  Upon  subset^uent  consullallDn  with 
hti  wife,  however,  he  determined  to  accomplish  hii  purpose 
by  secret  assassination.  The  catastrophe  is  best  told  in  Beau- 
champ's  own  words.  He  resorts  to  Frankfort,  and  lurks  in 
disguise  after  nightfiill  oronnd  the  dwelling  of  hiiTiclim.  Hf: 
fees  him  enter,  and  hewithdraws  to  the  public  square  opposite, 
till  the  streets  are  still  and  the  lights  about  the  lionsi^  exlio- 
guished.  The  casements  are  at  length  darkenni  i  but  his 
purpose  JS  yet  delayed  by  some  late  revellers  thai  cnMS  In* 
path.  Ele  hears  their  last  miring  footfalls,  and  then  moves 
httm  his  lurking-place. 

"  There  was  no  moonlight ;  but  ibe  stars  gave  light  enough 
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whatewitba)  lo  dUceiu  llie  bee  of  an  acquaiauoce,  o«fl 
ing  neur  him  and  dosety  noliciog  hit  face.     1  drev  n 
ger,  a.nd  proceeded  lo  llie  doar:  1  knocked  Uiree  b 
and  quick  I    Colonel  SUaip  said, '  VVbo's  ih«rel — 
I  replied.     Quickly  Colonel  Shorgj's  fool  was  haitnl  u 
floor.     I  saw  uoder  the  door  be  appraubiM)  wiiliuUil«li| 
1   drew  my   miuk  fiom   my  fiice,  and  iminediateij'  ( 
Sharp  opened  the  door ;  1  advanced  uiio  llw  ti 
my  left  hand  1  graaped  his  rigiit  wrisi,  ai 
The  viukDce  of  the  gnsp  made  (Joload  Sharp  ;i 
and  trying  lo  disengage  his  wnst,  be  saul, '  VS'hat  Cot 
IS  tlii&r  1  replied, '  John  A.  CoTingluii,  sir.' — '  1  daulM 
you,*  said  Colonel  Sharp.     '1  kn«w  Jolui  ^V  ,  d)*iagtM.'<~~ 
'  Uy  name,'  said  1,  '  is  John  A.  Coviugtou  f'  aai  abool  lb* 
lime  1  said  that,  Mrs.  Slurp,  whom  I  bad  te^u  »p[ini  ial^t 
paniiion  door  as  I  eotcred  Uie  auiet  door,  diM|i[>«in 
Sh«  had  become  alarmed,  I  imagine,  by  ihe  lilll«  w 
loiwl  Sharp  made  when  he  spiaug  back  to  gel  hM  « 
from  my  gra>|i.     Seeing  her  disuppeur,  1  «aid  to  Colon 
in  a  tone  as  thougb  1  nai  deeply  niombed  al  hia  not  ki 
me,   '  And  did  you  noi  know  me,  uuni  ouuuglit'  — 
your  handkerchief  about  your  face,'  uud  Cvlood  Si 
the  iMndkerchief  with  whicb  I  liad  conAoed  my  Hiask 
forehead  nat  still  round  my  fuidiead.     1  iheii  i*|ilMd,tBd 
concilialinx,  persuasive  lone  of  voice, 'Lome  MIlwLghlf* 
lie),  aud  you  will  know  me-;'  aiid  pulluig  biio  by  Ibe  at 
came  readily  to  the  door.     I  sltipjicd  with  otmi  fuoi  back  % 
the  first  step  out  al  ihe  dooi,  and  Mill  heUuiK  hia  mtm 
my  left  band,  1  stripped  my  bal  oud  bandkai^ir/  ■' 
my  foieli«ad  and  head,  and  looked  nghi  up  in  Colond  ^h 
face.     He  knew  m«  cU*  more  ivadily,  I  mugioc,  by  ra)M 
busliy,  curly  suit  of  hair,     lie  »pr«iig;  back,  ami  ncluiB 
the  deepest  lone  of  asloni&liJneot,  diimity,  Mid  twtror  awl  i 
spaif  lever  beard,  ■  Great  tiud  1  it'shiiul'  aud aa be taid  tW 
he  fell  on  liis  knevs,  after  failing  to  jcik  looM  bu  wnal  fi«« 
my  grasp,    i^slte  relloDhinkiiLU  1  Utgobis  <riiH  and  g 
jD  by  Ihc  throat,  and  dashing  liim  ogoinsl  ilw  facing  ^ 


r,  I  choked  him  against  it  to  k^ephiin  from  hallooing,  anil 
n  his  (ace,  '  Die,  you  vil  lain  !*  and  as  I  said  thai,  1 
plunged  the  dagger  to  his  heart.  Letting  him  go  at  the  mo- 
ment I  itabbed  him,  he  sprang  up  from  his  knees,  and  emlea- 
voored  to  throw  his  arms  round  my  neck,  saying,  '  Pray,  Mr. 
Deaodiamp  !'  but  as  lie  said  thai,  1  struck  him  in  tlie  f,ice  wilti 
mf  left  hand,  and  knocked  him  his  full  length  into  the  room. 
By  this  lime  1  saw  the  light  approadiing,  and  duslied  a  little' 
way  off  and  put  on  my  mask.  I  then  came  and  squatted  in  the 
•H*y  near  tfie  door,  to  hear  if  he  should  speak.  His  wife  talk- 
ed to  him,  but  lie  could  not  answer  lier. 

"  Before  I  llioaghl  they  could  possibly  have  gotten  word  lu 
Ifae  doctor,  he  came  running  in.  So  soon  as  he  entered  the 
rocHD  be  exclaimed,  *  Great  God  I  Beauchiimp  has  done  this! 
I  always  expected  it  ['  The  town  was  now  alarmed,  snd  the 
people  began  to  crowd  ihe  house  very  fast." 

The  homicide  then  retired  to  Ihe  rivet's  bank,  where  he 
changed  hii  dreat ;  and  proceeding  to  his  lodgings,  he  waited 
till  ttleT  breakfast  ihe  next  momiag  before  he  took  his  hone 
and  rode  bonteward ;  where  bis  wife  recei*ed  him  with  open 
ama,  and  aided  "insetlingtliebouM  in  order  for  battle  and  de- 
f»!iioe,"  should  Ae  friends  of  the  tnurdered  man  make  a  Fimily 
fired  of  IL  The  regular  officers  of  justice  were  the  first  per- 
sons, howeTsr,  who  presented  Ibemselves ;  and  Beauuhamp 
readily  surrendered  bimsiflf  to  these,  and  being  conducted 
back  to  Frankfort,  he  was  thrown  into  prison  to  await  Ins 
that. 

Beaoehamp  appears  to  have  been  conTicted  of  the  munier 
upon  the  most  ample  circumstunlial  evidence ;  though  lie  him- 
self says  in  his  confession  that  there  was  no  actual  testimony, 
— that  the  whole  charge  was  based  on  suspicion,  and  that  that 
sD^ieioQ  atlacbect  to  him,  "  merely  because  there  was  a  feel- 
ing tn  the  bieut  of  every  man  which  told  him  I  (be)  ought  W 
hive  killed  Colonel  Sharp.  The  plain,  candid , common- sense 
mK  of  people  thought  me  guilty,  although  they  had  no  sort  of 
proof  even  Id  raise  a  suspicion,  tinljr  looking  10  ihe  motive,  anil 
justification,  or  caute,  which  I  had  lo  kill  him."    Tlie  coodi- 
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lion  of  Ills  mind,  nfler  being  ihrown  inio  priMD,  i 

degree  be  judi^ed  from  the  following  lines,  < 

ha*«  adilresaed  lo  hia  wiTe  from  williin  its  vnib,  mhI  «h(^ 

li»e  been  published  u  senuine : — 

"  Dnughler  of  grief  1  Ihj  spirit  tnotu 
Id  eveiy  whistling  wind  tliat  rovei 

Across  my  prisou  graie*  : 
It  bids  my  soul  majesUc  bear  ! 
And  wilh  its  sister  spirit  soar 
Aloft  to  hcaven'i  gaie». 
"  In  vtsions  bnghl  it  bover*  nmud, 
And  whispers  ibe  dt^ighlful  sound, 
'  Pence  lo  thj  troubled  mtod. 
What  ihouffh  unfeelinj;  worlds  unite 
To  vent  on  jou  iheir  veooni'd  tpiie^ 
Tliy  Anna's  heart  b  kind.' 
"  'ITien  rave,  ye  angry  slonas  of  f*le  I 
Spit  oD  your  vileii  lihsls  of  hate, 
Ye  peijiired  reptile  nomis! 
Disdaining  atighl  to  yield,  my  soul 
Shall  gladly  fly  this  earthly  goal. 
Sale  lo  niy  Anna's  ama. 
"  For — oh !  the  lliuuglii  I — tnumpfaatit,  ptouil. 
The  soul  wiiliin  itsvlf  can  shroud 

T\\e  purpose  of  ihc  bnve ; 
Secure  of  her,  the  deal  one's  ln\t. 
For  whom  he  dii-s  uul  mounts  sboic 
Misfortune's  highest  waBe!" 
After  couTiclioii,  Mrs.  Iteauchaap  wu  ollowad  to  itiwm 
wiUi  her  husband  ;  and  itie  last  moment*  of  ifau  iufatualed  aod 
ill-faled  pair  were  marked  by  the  same  ttnn^  ieMnntnu*  ■! 
luoril  obLquKy  aiid  relij^ious  tinaliciiin,  blandad  mib  dtunt 
ric  beromn  and  th«  must  touching  dcvDliOD  U  each  o^m,  by 
winch  their  iiilercourse  tliruughout  appon  to  bare  huwu  cln> 
tucteriied.     They   passed   their   time  tognhef  in  apatfUMOv 


pnyL'it  and  verses.  The  Gnt  breathed  all  of  ChiistUn  humi- 
lily  and  vontrjLion,  mingled  with  a  firm  reliance  upon  heit- 
fwdjr  nwrcy;  the  last  are  made  up  of  the  ravii^  of  ir 
passion  and  gralllied  vengeance.  At  length,  ai  the  day  of 
execution  approached,  they  determined  to  commil  suicide ; 
■nd  Beauchamp  describes  their  situation  in  a  mrmoRinduni 
to  this  effect  :— 

"  I  have  now  arranged  all  my  papers,  and  closed  every- 
thing preparatory  lo  Cjuitting  this  scene  of  action.  My  be- 
loved wife  —  for  whom,  oh  I  how  does  my  soul  now  melt  in 
affection  !  —  is  preparing  lo  lie  down  with  me  lo  sleep,  atid 
wake  no  more.  Our  spirits  will,  in  a  few  moraeot^,  leave 
ihese  bodies,  and  wing  their  way  to  the  unknown  abode  which 
our  God  may  assign  them  I 

"  We  have  a  vial  of  laudunum,  which  my  wife,  wiili  as  much 
composure  as  she  aver  shared  with  me  a  glass  of  wine,  is  care- 
fully dividing  into  equal  portions,  one  for  each  of  us. 

"  I  mark  her  serene  aspect!  1  should  be  lost  in  amaze- 
ment and  asionishmeul  at  her  strength  of  mind,  which  can 
enable  her  so  composedly  lo  meet  deaib,  did  I  not  find  in 
roy  own  feelings  ihal  resignalion,  nay,  joy,  which  makes 
Uealh,  ao  far  from  beiog  the  '  King  of  Terrors,'  become  Ihe 
'  Princeof  Peace." 

"  We  have  kneeled  to  the  Omnipotent  and  Omniscient  God, 
the  Creator  and  Mover  of  all  minds,  so  lo  direct,  inspire,  and 
influence  our  minds,  that  in  all  things  we  may  discetn  what  it 
is  hit  will  we  should  do,  atid  we  would  endeavour  to  do  il. 
And  we  ptay  to  him  with  humility  and  sinceiily,  thgt  if  iu  any 
thing  we  do  tliat  which  is  contrary  to  his  will,  he  would  jiardou 
his  weak  and  eiring  creatures.*' 

On  the  back  of  ihc  paper  whidi  coniained  this  singular  re- 
«Hd  of  tlie  dymg  lovers,  llie  fbHowing  directions  for  their 
UinaJ  were  inscnhed ; — 

■•  We  do  not  wish  our  facet  uncoiered  after  we  are  shroud- 
ed, particularly  aflct  we  arc  removed  lo  Bloomlleld.  We  wish 
(a  be  placed  wilh  my  wife's  head  on  my  ri^t  ann^  and  ihal  con- 
wnd  Upon  her  bosom.'' 
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This  note  was  signed  by  Beaucharap,  and  these  Hoes  were 
nieMit  to  accompany  it.  They  are  entitled  an  ^  Epitaph  to 
be  ei^raven  on  the  tombstone  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beaoehamp. 
Written  by  Mrs.  Beaoehamp.'' 

*'  Eutomb'd  within  each  other's  arms, 
The  husband  and  the  wife  repose ; 
Safe  from  lifers  neyer-euding  storms. 
And  safe  from  all  their  cruel  foes. 

"  A  child  of  evil  fate  she  lived, 

A  villain's  wiles  her  peace  had  cross'd, 
The  husband  of  her  heart  revived 
The  happiness  she  long  had  lost. 

"  Daughter  of  virtue  I  moist  thy  tear. 

This  tomb  of  love  and  honour  claim  ; 
For  thy  defence  the  husband  here 
Laid  down  in  youth  his  life  and  fame. 

-'^  His  wife  disdained  a  life  forlorn. 

Without  her  heart's  lov'd,  honour*d  lord  ; 
Then,  reader,  here  their  fortunes  mourn. 
Who  for  their  love  their  life-blood  pour'd." 

A  postscript  was  added  to  this  effect  :— 

"  Thunday  night,  10  o'dock,  Ju/y  6M,  1826. 
''After  we  had  taken  the  laudanum  last  night,  at  about 
twelve  o'clock,  we  remained  on  our  knees  some  hours,  it 
prayer,  and  then  lay  down  and  placed  onr  bodies  in  the  food 
embrace  in  which  we  wish  them  interred.  My  wife  laid  her 
head  od  my  right  arm,  with  which  I  encircled  her  body,  and 
tied  ray  right  hand  to  her  left  upon  her  bosom.  We  also,  as 
we  lay  side  by  side,  confined  our  bodies  together  with  a  Hand- 
kerchief, to  prevent  the  struggles  of  death  from  severing  os. 
Thus  we  lay  in  prayer  for  hours,  in  the  momentary  expecta- 
tion of  dropping  to  sleep,  to  awake  in  eternity. 
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"  My  wi 
world  I  1 
the  diipoai 


i  now  asleep ;  I  liop«  lo  vake  do  more  in  this 
s  no  mote  laudanum  lo  lake,  and  shall  arnH 
niiich  the  Lord  diooses  to  make  of  tny  body ; 

conlenl.  tlial  if  I  cinnot  die  with  my  wife,  1  sh^l  ere  this  time 

lo-n»orrow  be  in  tlie  realm.i  of  eternal  felicily. 


The  Itudauiim  ftiled  in  its  effect.  Tlie  day  of  e: 
arrived,  and  the  morning:  found  Ihem  still  both  alive.  The 
cBlaeirophe  is  best  lold  in  the  verbatim  account  of  newspapers 
of  Lhe  day. 

"  At  an  earl}  hour  the  drumn  were  heard  beating,  and  men 
in  uniform  were  seen  mingling  among  the  eilizeu*.  As  the 
day  advunced,  people  came  pouring  in  from  the  country  in 
rvety  direction,  filling  up  ibe  street* ;  while  an  increasing  mul- 
titude was  seen  sunoundiiig  the  gallows,  which  was  erected  on 
a  hill  nrar  the  place. 

"  About  the  hour  of  ten  o'clock  ihe  jailer  went  out,  and  no 
penon  was  left  with  them  but  Mr.  Edrington,  ibe  guard.  A 
feeble  candle  gave  the  only  light  winch  shune  in  this  fearful 
abode.  The  only  eniiauce  was  through  a  tmp-door  above,  in 
whiL'li  slood  a  ladder. 

"  BeaucharaparKl  his  wife  frequently  conversed  together  in  a 
whisper.  At  lenph,  she  requested  INIr.  Edrington  lo  step  out 
for  a  minute,  alleging  that  she  wished  lo  gel  up.  He  as- 
cended the  Udder,  and  shot  tiie  Lrap^door  partly  down,  but 
kept  in  a  position  where  he  could  3*e  what  was  going  on  below. 
There  was  no  moremeot,  and  hewai  in  the  act  of  returning, 
wlien  Mrs.  Beauchamp  said, '  Don"l  com6  yet.' — '  O  yes,  Come 
dou'ii,'  naid  Beauchamp.  He  tlien  said  his  wife  was  too  weak 
lo  sit  up,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  sl)e  shoubl  leave  the  jail  ; 
and  the  guard  urged  the  same  thing.  She  said  she  would  not 
leave  her  husband  until  lie  was  taken  out  for  etecmion.  She 
then  spoke  of  suicide,  and  declared  she  would  not  survive  her 
btuband.  About  half-piutt  eleven,  the  guard  observed  them 
whispering  together  for  some  time.  At  length,  Beauchamp 
■aid  akiud,  ■  My  dear,  you  are  not  strong  enough  lo  get  up.' — 
'  Ycf,  I  am,"  said  she,  throwing  her  arms  np,  ' 
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I  am/    She  then  requested  the  guard  to  step  out  immediatelj, 
pretending  great  urgency.     He    again  went  up  the  ladder, 
turned  the  trap-door  partly  down,  and  was  stepping  round  into 
a  position  where  he  could  observe  them,  when  he  heard  a  deep 
sigh,  and  Beauchamp  called  him.    He  went  down,  and  fbmxl 
Beaochamp  lying  on  his  back,  apparently  in  great  alann,  and 
in  loud  and  earnest  prayer.    Mrs.  Beauchamp  was  lying  partly 
on  her  left  side,  with  her  head  on  her  husband's  breast,  and  ber 
right  arm  thrown  over  him.    The  guard  suppoeed  that  in  at* 
tempting  to  rise  she  had,  from  weakness,  fallen  on  him.    Kol 
suspecting  anything  very  serious  had  happened,  he  sat  down, 
resting  his  head  on  the  table,  until  Beauchamp  had  finislied 
his  prayer.    As  soon  as  he  had  closed  his  prayer  be  seemed  en- 
tirely composed,  and  observed  to  the  guard,  'Tell  my&Aer 
that  my  wife  and  myself  are  going  straight  to  heaTen ;  we  are 
dying.'    The  guard  replied,  <  No,  I  reckon  not.'     Beanchamp 
said,  '  Yes,  it  is  so ;  we  have  killed  ourselves.'    The  guard 
sprang  up,  suspecting  that  they  had  again  taken  poison ;  but  as 
he  stepped  around  the  bed,  he  saw  something  in  Mrs.  B.'s 
right  hand.     He  raised  her  arm,  and  found  it  to  be  a  knifi?, 
sharpened  at  the  point,  and  bloody  about  half-way  up.    He 
asked  where  they  got  that  knife ;  both  answered,  that  they  had 
long  kept  it  concealed  for  that  occasion.     Ou  discovering  the 
bloody  knife,  the  guard  looked  upon  the  bed,  and  discovered 
that  Mrs.  B.  had  a  stab  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  centre  of  the 
abdomen,  which  had  been  laid  bare  for  that  purpose.    She  did 
not  sigh,  nor  groan,  nor  show  any  symptom  of  pain.     He  asknl 
B.  whether  he  was  stabbed  too.     He  replied, '  Yes  ;*  and  raised 
up  his  shirt,  which  had  been  drawn  out  of  his  drawers  and 
rolled  up  on  his  body  to  leave  it  bare,  but  had  fallen  back  over 
the  wound.     He  was  stabbed  about  the  centre  of  the  l)ody,just 
below  the  pit  of  the  stomach ;  but  his  wound  was  not  so  wide 
as  that  of  his  wife.    He  said  he  had  taken  the  knife  and  struck 
first;  and  that  his  wife  had  parried  his  arm,  wrested  the  knife 
from  him,  and  plunged  it  in  herself.     He  said  he  feared  his 
wound  was  not  mortal,  and  begged  the  guard  to  get  tome  lau- 
danum for  him. 


NOTES. 


"  As  Kion  as  he  discovetrd  ihej  were  xubltad,  the  ^lurd 
callad  for  asiiabmce,  and  the  jailer  nuh  oihen  imniedial«ly 
CHme  in.  Beauchamp  b«g^d  tlinl  lliey  would  take  hia  wife 
out  and  Utempl  to  save  her.  Without  any  opposition  from 
her,  (he  was  immediaiel)'  removed  into  one  of  tlie  rooms  of  the 
jailer's  house.  To  the  inquiries  of  those  wbo  surrounded  her 
slie  replied,  '  1  struck  the  Taial  blovi  myself,  and  am  dying  for 
my  dear  husband.'  She  now  gufTered  great  pain,  and  was  en- 
dently  in  the  agonies  of  death.  Her  screams  reached  the  ears 
of  Beauchamp  in  his  dungeon,  and  tie  asked, '  Is  thai  my  daar 
wife  1    Do  bring  me  word  whut  she  says.' 

"  The  physicians,  Roberts,  Mnjors,  Wilkinson, had eiamined 
her  wound,  and  pronounced  it  moital,  especially  in  her  preKnl 
debilitated  state. 

"  ll  was  nan  determined  to  take  hitn  to  the  gallows  as  soon 
as  possible.  Tliey  nere  carrying  him  through  the  passage  of 
the  jailer's  hoiise,  wbeo  he  begged  to  see  his  wife.  The  phyii- 
ciani  told  him  she  wa»  not  badly  hisn,  und  would  soon  gel  over 
it :  and  some  objeotion  was  maiie  lu  slopping,  tie  said  it  was 
cruel :  and  they  earned  him  in  and  laid  bim  on  tlie  bed  beside 
her.  He  placed  his  hand  on  her  lace, and  said,  ■  My  dear,  do 
you  know  that  ihia  la  the  hand  of  your  husband !'  She  re> 
tuned  no  answer.  lie  felt  her,  pulse,  and  said,  'Physi- 
cians, you  have  deceived  me— she  b  dying.'  To  the  Udieswho 
nirrounded  the  bed  lie  said,  '  Fiom  you,  ladies,  I  demand  a 
tear  of  sympathy.'  He  lay  conversing  with  perlecl  compo- 
sure, occasionally  puttiog  one  band  upon  his  wife's  bcc,  and 
feeling  her  pulse  with  the  other,  until  he  had  felt  the  last 
throb.  '  Fare  well! '  said  he.  '  child  of  sorrow— Farewell  I  child 
ofmisfortuoe  and  persecuiion — you  are  now  secure  from  the 
tOT^e  of  slander. — For  you  1  havE  lived  ;  for  you  1  dte.'  Ue 
then  kissed  her  twice  and  said, '  I  an  now  ready  to  go.' 

"  It  was  now  half-past  twelve  o'clock.  Tlie  military  were 
drawn  up,  surrounded  by  an  immense  orowd,  all  of  whom  were 
listening  with  intense  interest  lo  every  rumour  of  the  dying  [«ir. 
As  Beauchamp  was  too  weak  lo  sit  ou  his  coffin  in  a  can,  ■ 
covered  dearborn  bad  been  provided  for  his  conveyance  Lolhc 
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gallov-s.  lie  wu  now  brougbl  ool  id  a  UankM  inri  laid  mji 
Al  liis  particular  lequcsi,  Mr.  U'lntosli  took  a  KSt  ^  tn 
tide.  Someofihe  numst«n  orihe  gotix-l  h»il  uVen  ImwiI 
him,  to  whom  he  exptetaed  the  ntne  oonfidence  in  itw  fapvfc 
upas  of  bis  sins,  ind  the  hope  oFa  bappj  itnmoitalitf.niatti 
moining.    Ttie  i\niias  beai,  and  the  militarjt  and  civwJ  mmiti 

"' This  niiuic' said  be,  ■  is  delisiillul ;  1  never  nond NO* 
happily  in  my  life.'  Observing  mui)^  Eadm  kwkiof  ou  ti  ih 
iTJndows,  he  requisled  ihe  «id«  curtains  of  ib«  dawbonMl* 
ritised  so  ibat  he  could  see  theni,  and  n3ttif  up  a  little,  «■■ 
linued  to  wave  hii  hand  ta  tlicm  ia  lokea  of  leapMt,  «Mil  tbt 
procession  got  out  of  town . 

"  When  they  had  reached  the  gallows,  and  >ic  saabaelAa. 
he  seemed  wholly  unmo»ed.  The  Rer.  Eh  Simili.  S.  AL  Pd»l, 
J.  T.  Mills,  and  other  preachen  surrounded  htm,  ii 
state  of  his  mind.  To  all  of  their  queatunis  he  k 
was  sure  of  going  (o  heaven — thai  his  sins  we 
<m  Thursday  moniing.  In  every  interval  uf  i> 
he  would  say,  willi  some  i  inpatietice, '  1  warn  to  b«  •: 
I  want  to  go  lo  tny  wife.' 

"  He  was  tioH  lifted  out  of  the  dearboni  in  a  bUakel,  m4 
*el  tip,  supported  by  thosa?  wuiiiid  hiiii,  on  bis  coflis,  in  iW 
carl.  lie  asked  for  water,  and  requeilrd  dtat  «tid«  a  aiv- 
senger  wai  gone  for  it,  the  nmsic  would  play  Boimpan*'*  ■» 
li-eat  from  Moscow.  Uu  his  repeated  reqii«ailw«sdoiie.  Ht 
then  dratik  some  water,  and  in  a  firm  voice  requeHed  ibat  tker 
would  tell  him  when  they  were  reody,  and  uiil  h»  tMoM  am 
up.  lie  was  told  all  was  ready  :  wiih  aaststanc*,  tm  lam  >p: 
the  cart  slaited  ;  and  he  was  launched  lulo  etBinity. 

"  In  a  few  hours  his  affliolid  fiuber  atarted  wilh  lb*  1^ 
bodies  for  Bloomfield,  NeUun  couoty,  what«  th<y  WMI  bocMd, 
both  in  one  coffin." 

NoTt  L^Pagt  J43. 
The  following  ettr»cll>tmi  (h»  prtvMa  jounial  «( C«l 
forms  a  part  of  the  paper  alluded  to  in  ihe  (ctl. 


NOTES. 


"  Elaiing  ascended  Coie  Ridge,  ne  lumed  aaide  from  our 
route  10  visit  Ihe  caiural  bridge,  or  tuBoel,  situated  on  Buck- 
eye, or  Slock  Cieek,  about  a  milebetow  llie Sycamore  Camp,* 
and  about  one  mile  and  a  half  from  a  place  called  Rye  Core, 
filiicb  occupies  a  spacious  receis  between  two  prominent  spun 
af  Fowell'i  moiintaui,  the  site  of  the  DBtuial  tunnel  being  in- 
cluded within  a  spur  of  Cove  Ridge,  nhicli  is  one  of  tlie  rooun- 
taiD  spun  just  alluded  to.  Here  is  preiented  one  of  the  inoft 
Kmatkoble  and  attractivecuriosiliesorits  kind  lo  benitneued 
■B  tliia  or  any  other  coiinlty.  The  creek,  whicli  is  about  seven 
yarda  wide,  and  has  a  geueiai  coune  about  S.  IS  W,,  here 
pBuea  through  a  hill  elevated  from  two  to  three  hundred  feet 
above  the  surface  of  tlie  stream,  winding  its  vr»j  through  a 
huge  sublerrancous  cavern,  oi  grotto,  whoee  rouf  it  vaulted  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  and  rises  froni  thirty  lo  seventy  or  eighty  feet 
above  its  floor.  The  sides  of  this  gigantic  cavern  rise  perpeu- 
dicularly  in  some  placet  lo  the  height  of  lifLe^n  or  Iwenty  feel, 
and  in  others  are  formed  by  th«  ipringing  of  its  vaulted  roof 
immediately  from  its  floor.  The  width  of  the  tunnel  vanes 
from  tifiy  to  one  hundred  and  GUyfeet;  its  course  is  thai  of  a 
continuous  curve,  resembling  the  letter  S,  flisl  winding  to  the 
(iglit  as  we  enter  on  the  upper  side,  then  to  the  left,  again  to 
llie  ri^hl,  and  then  again  tothe  left,  on  arriving  at  (be  enlnnce 
on  the  lower  side.  Such  is  its  peculiar  form,  thai  on  observw 
standing  at  a  point  about  midway  of  its  lublerrtDean  couno  i» 
completely  excluded  from  a  view  of  either  entiaoi'e,  and  is  left 
10  grope  in  tlie  dark  through  a  distance  of  about  twenly  yardi^ 
occupying  an  iuiermediale  poriioD  of  the  tunnel.  When  the 
lun  u  near  the  meridian,  and  his  rays  fkll  upon  both  entmiicet) 
the  light  reflected  from  boili  extremities  of  the  tunnel  contrit 
butes  to  mollify  the  darkness  of  the  interior  portion  into  a 
dusky  twilight. 

•  Tbii  dnlcnulon  hubnn  riven  M  sipoiin  Ibfvillty  uT  Ihcimli.  irlwn 
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"  The  extent  of  the  tunnei  fron  ita  uppn  to  its  lown  ti- 
itemily,  foUovriDg  its  meaoden,  U  about  one  hundred  and  fift; 
yards,  in  which  dieUace  ihe  atream  laU*  about  ten  tea,  cmi- 
tinn,  ill  ita  paatage  ovet  a  rocky  bed,  ao  agreeable  mmur, 
which  is  tendered  more  grateful  hj  its  reretbentioDt  vfoa 
■lie  roof  and  sides  of  tbe  gtolto.  lite  discbarge  otammkti 
produces  a  cra<ih-like  report,  succeeded  by  a  roar  inilwtuiiiKl, 
which  has  a  deafening  efiect  upoa  tlic  ear. 

"  The  hill  through  which  this  liugulac  perforation  levli  de- 
scends in  a  direction  from  east  lo  wes-t ,  across  die  Ime  of  ^ 
creek,  and  affords  a  very  -couveuienl  pasaage  for  a  iW  whd 
traversei  it  at  this  place,  liariog  a  dctcent,  in  the  liiKCtion  Jul 
mentioned,  of  about  four  degrees. 

"  The  rocki  found  in  tbia  part  of  the  counlr;  ate  ptiocipal))! 
sandstone  and  limestone,  in  stratilications  nearly  hofiiounlj 
with  occasional  beds  of  clay  alate.  A  mixture  of  the  1*0 
former  frequently  occurs  among  the  allertaliuiis  pmemed  bf 
these  rocks.  A  Tariety  of  rock  resembling  ibe  French  bu 
occuis  in  abundance  on  Butcher's  Fotk,  or  Powell*!  Bim. 
ubout  twenty  miles  northnardty  of  Ilie  natural  tnunel.  V^mA 
'.iTt  more  or  less  abundant  in  tliese  and  other  rocki.  Foait 
bones  of  an  iuteresLing  character  hnvo  been  fuund  in  sennl 
]]laces.  Salt-petre  caves  are  numerous.  Covet,  noks,  ■■' 
luhtertftnean  caverns  arc  strikingly  characteristic,  DCAasljaf 
[he  country  circuoijucenl  lo  the  na1ur«I  tuaocl,  but  of  iW 
ri^ion  generally  situated  between  ihe  Cumberiand  MoMBia 
and  the  Glue  Ridge  or  Apakchian  Mountaiu.  DitnmiMH) 
cobJ,  with  its  usual  acconi[iauimeQts,  abounds  in  the  itoMt^j 
parts  of  this  region ;  and  in  the  intermediate  and  aoulheiijr  psr- 
lions,  iron,  variously  combined,  often  magnetic,  logtibawiA 
talcose  rocks,  &c.  Sec,  are  to  be  met  with  in  grokl  abundaacr 

"  The  mouiilains  in  this  vicinity,  long.  63°  to  «4*  W.  ban 
l.ireenwich,  lal.  3i°  to  36°  N.,  are  among  tti«  n 
Allegliuny  range.     Several  knobs  in  thii  part  of  t) 
■imong  which  may  be  enicmeralcd  llie  Koan,  the  l' 
Ilald,  Uie  liliick,  and  I'owell's  ntuunlaios,  riw  lo  lb 
at  least  four  tliousand  live  hundred  feet  abort  tiAt." 


Note  il.— Page  267. 


'■The  chcu instances  relating  to  this  affair  are  thus  related  bji 
I.  Stenart,  as  quoted  in  the  "  Sketches  of  Western  Adveo- 


"  A  Captain  Arbuclile  commanded  the  garrison  of  the  fort 
erected  at  Point  Pleasant  al^er  the  battle  fought  by  General 
Lewii  with  the  Indians  at  that  place  in  October  17T4.  In  the 
fucceeding  year,  mhfn  the  revoluli-oiiary  war  bad  commenced, 
the  agents  of  Great  Britain  exerted  themselves  to  excite  tlie 
Indians  to  hostility  against  ihe  Americans,  towards  whom  the 
most  of  the  Shawaneei  already  entertained  a  strong  animosity. 
Two  of  the  chiefs.  Iiowever,  not  participating  in  thai  animosity, 
iHsited  the  garrison  at  Ihe  Point  when  Arbuckle  continued  to 
eomniund.  Col.  Stenan  'ivas  at  the  post  in  the  character  of 
blunleer,  and  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  facts  which  he  relates, 
inmstalk  represented  his  unwillingness  lo  lake  a  paK  in  Ihe 
tar  on  the  British  side;  but  stated  that  his  people,  except 
bmself  and  his  tribe,  were  determined  on  war  with  us,  and  he 
^npposed  that  he  and  his  people  would  have  to  go  with  the 
lircam.  On  this  intimation  Arbuckle  resolved  lo  detain  the 
two  chiefs  and  a  third  Shawanee  who  came  with  Ihem  lo  the 
Ibrt  as  hostages,  uiidcr  the  expectation  of  preventing  thereby 
■fiy  hostile  effort  of  the  nation.  (.In  the  day  before  these  un- 
nrtuoate  Indians  felt  vietlmi  lo  the  fury  of  the  garrison,  Ele- 
%psicDi  the  son  of  Comslalk,  repaired  lo  Point  Pleasant  for 
I  we  purpose  of  visiting  his  father.  The  succeeding  day  two 
nien  belonging  lo  the  garrison,  whoac  names  were  Harrison  and 
Cfilmore,  crossed  the  Kenawha  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  in 
me  woods  beyond  it.  On  their  return  from  hunting,  some  In- 
oianswho  Lad  come  to  view  ihe  position  at  the  Point  concealed 
^^_  .  )s  in  ilie  woods  near  the  mouth  of  the  Kenawha,  and 

wiled  Gilmore  while  endeavouring  lo  pass  Ihem,    Col.  Slewarl 
d  Captain  Arbuckle  were  standing  on  the  opposite  bank  of 
e  river  at  the  lime,  and  were  surprised  that  a  gun  bad  been 
near  tlie  fori,  in  riolatioii  of  orders  which  bad  been 
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igaued  iDhibiliog  such  an  acu  Hamilton  nm  down  Ihc  baal 
'  and  cried  out  Oiat  Gilniore  was  killed.  CapUtin  lUll  cctc- 
manded  ibe  company  to  which  Gilmofe  beloDged:  hii  mm 
leaped  into  a  catioe,  and  huteiied  to  the  i*lief  oT  lIunlliDB. 
They  brought  the  body  of  Gilnore,  welleiing  in  blood,  and  the 
head  scalped,  across  the  rirer.  The  canoe  lud  (ortdymdwd 
the  shore,  when  H&U's  men  cried  out,  '  Let  us  kill  the  InditM 
in  the  Tortl'  Captain  UaJl  pUoed  himtelf  in  fronl  o/  his  fd- 
diers,  and  they  ascended  the  ritei's  bank  pale  with  rag*,  and 
carrying  their  loaded  firelocks  in  their  hands.  Calond  5lc«an 
and  Captain  Arbuckle  exerted  themMlvea  in  vsit)  lo  diamrfr 
tliese  men,  exasperated  to  mnilaess  by  the  •pcctade  of  Gil- 
more's  corpsej  from  the  cruel  deed  which  they  ci 
They  cocked  dieir  ^ini,  tlirtalcning  tl* 
■tant  death  if  they  did  not  delist,  aud  ruihad  ioM  the  fen. 

"The  interpreter's  wife,  who  had  been  ■  captiirt  WKAg  the 
Indiana,  and  felt  an  affection  for  then,  nn  to  th«>i  niim  and 
informed  ibem  that  Hall's  acldier*  were  advancing  with  ihr  >d> 
leniion  of  taking  their  lives,   because  they  bvliered  tli«l  d* 
Indians  who  killed  Gi1inor«  bad  come  with  Canmalk^d 
on  the  preceding  day.    This  the  youag  man  ial«n>Dly  il 
and  avowtd  that  he  knew  nothing  of  llieiD.     [Th  fi 
celling  that  ^enipsico  was  in  great   agitalio 
him,  and  advised  him  not  to  few.     '  If  tlw  Great  Spirii,*^ 
lie,  '  has  sent  you  here  to   be  killed^  you  ought  in  dwf 
man !'   As  the  soldiers  appnwclied  the  doot,  Comsialk  m 
meet  them,  and  received  seven  or  eight  balU,  wlucli  tnMM 
terminated  his  existence.    Iii«  son  was  ahol  down  la  ifa  m 
which  he  occupied,  'llie  lied  Hawk  m 
ibe  chimney,  but  fell  by  the  Rre  oCtoau 
other  Indian,' says  Colonel  Stewart, '  wai  iliwncfi^y  m 
mid  J  grieved  lo  see  him  so  long  dying.* '~ 
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